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House of Representatives 
The House met at 9 a.m. and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Mr. SARBANES). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO 
TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
June 12, 2007. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable JOHN P. 
SARBANES to act as Speaker pro tempore on 
this day. 

NANCY PELOSI, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 4, 2007, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by 
the majority and minority leaders for 
morning-hour debate. The Chair will 
alternate recognition between the par-
ties, with each party limited to not to 
exceed 25 minutes, and each Member, 
except the majority leader, the minor-
ity leader, or the minority whip, lim-
ited to not to exceed 5 minutes, but in 
no event shall debate extend beyond 
9:50 a.m. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Kentucky (Mr. DAVIS) for 2 min-
utes. 

f 

HONORING DR. FRED BASSETT 

Mr. DAVIS of Kentucky. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor the work and 
dedication of a great leader and great 
educator from northern Kentucky, Dr. 
Fred Bassett. Since 1996, Dr. Bassett 
has served as superintendent of the 
Beechwood School District in Fort 
Mitchell, Kentucky. 

Working as a parole and probation of-
ficer early in his career, Fred wondered 
how he could make a difference in the 

lives of young people before they got 
off track. He decided that the answer 
was in education, and he dedicated his 
life and his future to investing in chil-
dren and future generations of this 
community. 

Rising through the ranks in the 
Beechwood School District, Fred 
served as a teacher, assistant principal 
and principal before being named to his 
current position of superintendent. His 
success is the fruit of his character, his 
commitment and his vision. 

Fred helped make Beechwood School 
District an institution known state-
wide as a leader in academics and as a 
perennial powerhouse in high school 
football. I am proud of the success he 
has had in helping our students excel 
both in and out of the classroom. I 
thank him for his service and wish him 
the best of his luck in his new career at 
the University of Cincinnati. 

Fred Bassett’s leadership has planted 
the seeds of success in thousands of 
children which will bear fruit for our 
community, our commonwealth and 
our country in the decades ahead. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until 10 
a.m. today. 

Accordingly (at 9 o’clock and 5 min-
utes a.m.), the House stood in recess 
until 10 a.m. 

f 

b 1000 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. SALAZAR) at 10 a.m. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Reverend Michael D. Pfingsten, 
St. Paul Lutheran Church, Harvard, Il-
linois, offered the following prayer: 

Almighty God, You have given us 
this good land as our heritage. Grant 
that we remember Your generosity and 
constantly do Your will. 

Bless our land with honest industry, 
truthful education, and an honorable 
way of life. Save us from violence, dis-
cord, and confusion, from pride and ar-
rogance, and from every evil act. 

Grant that we, who came from many 
nations with many different languages, 
may become a united people. Support 
us in defending our liberties, and give 
those to whom we have entrusted the 
authority of government the spirit of 
wisdom, that there may be justice and 
peace in our land. Especially do we ask 
You to bless this House in all its doings 
this day. 

When times are prosperous, may our 
hearts be thankful, and in troubled 
times do not let our trust in You fail; 
this I ask through Your son Jesus 
Christ, my Lord. 

Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair has examined the Journal of the 
last day’s proceedings and announces 
to the House his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the 
gentleman from Florida (Mr. STEARNS) 
come forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Mr. STEARNS led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 
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WELCOMING REVEREND MICHAEL 

D. PFINGSTEN 

(Mr. MANZULLO asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. MANZULLO. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Reverend Michael D. 
Pfingsten, the U.S. House of Represent-
atives guest chaplain for today. 

Mike is a Lutheran pastor of 19 
years; and he and his family have 
joined us from Harvard, Illinois, where 
Rev. Pfingsten is pastor of St. Paul Lu-
theran Church. 

Rev. Pfingsten earned his B.A. in His-
tory at Concordia College and Masters 
of Divinity in History at Concordia 
Theological Seminary. 

On this day in 325 A.D., Christian 
bishops gathered to discuss the essen-
tials of the Christian faith at the first 
Council of Nicaea. I am delighted that 
Rev. Pfingsten, a man who can truly 
appreciate the significance of this day, 
was able to lead us in prayer. 

f 

DEMOCRATS FUND RIGHT 
PRIORITIES 

(Mr. WILSON of Ohio asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, 
this week the House will consider the 
2008 Homeland Security Appropriations 
bill, which addresses our most pressing 
security needs in America. 

This legislation makes many of the 
recommendations of the 9/11 Commis-
sion a reality. It puts new emphasis on 
protecting our ports and our rail and 
transit systems. Aviation security is 
also strengthened with improvements 
to baggage screenings and a require-
ment that doubles the amount of cargo 
screened for explosives on passenger 
aircraft. 

And the bill makes critical invest-
ments into border and immigration se-
curity as well, by increasing the num-
ber of Border Patrol agents to a record 
17,800 agents in all. 

Finally, Mr. Speaker, this legislation 
provides for the protection of our Na-
tion while ensuring that taxpayer dol-
lars are well spent by acquiring ac-
countability of our tax dollars. 

f 

ACCOUNTABILITY AND 
TRANSPARENCY 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, this week Democrat leaders 
will begin pushing their appropriations 
bills through the House without proper 
analysis or consideration. 

Less than a year ago, the Democrats’ 
top House leader proclaimed that her 
caucus was committed to restoring in-
tegrity to Congress. Specifically, she 
stated that ‘‘Democrats would bring 

full accountability and transparency to 
all earmarks, those in the authoriza-
tion bills as well as those in appropria-
tions bills.’’ Yet today, even Democrat 
CNN has editorialized that promised 
reform is not happening. 

Last year, Republicans passed legis-
lation to identify all earmarks by the 
sponsoring Members’ names and Mem-
bers being allowed to challenge indi-
vidual earmarks on the House floor. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops 
and we will never forget September 11. 
We will always appreciate the courage 
of Ronald Reagan who declared 20 
years today, ‘‘Mr. Gorbachev, tear 
down this wall,’’ promoting freedom in 
Berlin and victory over communism. 

f 

NAFTA IS FAILED TRADE MODEL 

(Mr. MICHAUD asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. MICHAUD. Mr. Speaker, NAFTA 
held a great promise to provide work-
ers in Mexico and the United States a 
livable wage. It simply hasn’t lived up 
to that promise. Illegal immigration 
has increased. 

The number of undocumented Mexi-
can workers who live in the United 
States has skyrocketed in the NAFTA 
era from an estimated 1 million in the 
mid-1990s to about 6 million today. 

While many people talk about clos-
ing down the U.S.-Mexico border, few 
care to confront the root cause of this 
issue: the failure of the NAFTA model 
to provide sustainable livelihoods for 
workers in Mexico. Over 1 million 
Mexican farmers lost their livelihoods 
due to NAFTA-mandated agricultural 
policy changes. Wages declined for 
workers. 

These are just some of the reasons 
why one in ten Mexican citizens have 
made an often dangerous border cross-
ing to the United States. 

NAFTA is a failed model. It is time 
that we change the model. We can’t af-
ford to keep approving models based on 
the same old NAFTA model. And that 
is what Peru and Panama are, agree-
ments based on the same flawed prin-
ciples. 

f 

IRAQI NATIONAL ASSEMBLY 2- 
MONTH RECESS 

(Mr. STEARNS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Speaker, the 
Iraqi National Assembly plans to take 
its regularly scheduled 2-month sum-
mer recess starting in July. Taking 
such an extended break demonstrates a 
lack of urgency on their part and polit-
ical will on the part of the Iraqi par-
liament. 

Defense Secretary Gates told a Sen-
ate hearing last month, ‘‘I’ll be blunt: 
I told some of the Iraqis with whom I 
met that we are buying them time for 
political reconciliation, and that every 

day we buy it with American blood. 
For this group to go out for 2 months, 
it would, in my opinion, be unaccept-
able.’’ 

Accordingly, I have introduced H. 
Res. 469, which expresses the sense of 
the House that the Iraqi National As-
sembly should cancel or postpone its 2- 
month recess and work towards meet-
ing political, social and military 
benchmarks. I urge my colleagues to 
join with me in sending a message to 
the Iraqi parliament that they must 
work to fulfill their obligations. 

f 

OPPOSE COLOMBIAN FREE TRADE 
AGREEMENT 

(Mr. HARE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. HARE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
in strong opposition to the pending Co-
lombian free trade agreement. Since 
1991, over 2,000 labor organizers have 
been murdered in Colombia. Many of 
these cases are never investigated, and 
the perpetrators go unpunished, ready 
to strike again. 

For 13 years I served as the union 
leader for UNITE HERE Local 617. If I 
had born in Colombia, there is a strong 
possibility that I would not be here 
today fighting for working class peo-
ple. My effort for higher wages, better 
working conditions, and a secure pen-
sion could have cost me my life. 

Many will argue that the labor rights 
‘‘fixes’’ in the May 10 agreement be-
tween the USTR and congressional 
leadership will be enough to prevent 
the deaths of union workers, but no 
worker protection provision comes 
close to addressing the brutal viola-
tions of workers’ rights that we see in 
Colombia. 

Mr. Speaker, in good conscience, I 
cannot support a free trade agreement 
that rewards Colombia with prized ac-
cess to American markets as its work-
ers live in constant fear. 

f 

b 1010 

SECURE THE BORDERS FIRST 

(Mr. POE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. POE. Mr. Speaker, the American 
people overwhelmingly support border 
security, but for some reason, some po-
litical pandering pundits in Wash-
ington, D.C., want to pursue an unwise, 
open house amnesty policy before deal-
ing with the real first important issue 
of national security. 

It’s an issue of trust. I don’t think 
Americans believe our government will 
really ever secure the border, no mat-
ter how many empty promises are 
made. The reason is too many special 
interest groups want lax border en-
forcement for their own political agen-
da. 

Those who want cheap plantation 
labor and those who want greater polit-
ical power seem to want the border 
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laws we have ignored. The motives ap-
pear to always be about money or 
power. 

However, our government would do 
well to assume its constitutional re-
sponsibility to protect America. The 
government has the ability, but not 
the will, to protect the border. 

Congress needs to provide adequate 
resources for border security. The gov-
ernment has the responsibility then to 
enforce the law and not give in to spe-
cial interest groups. Then we can deal 
with the people that are here illegally 
after the government proves it has the 
will to secure our homeland. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

ENDING THE WAR IN IRAQ 

(Mr. COHEN asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, this Demo-
cratic Congress has been successful in 
raising the minimum wage with help 
from people on the other side of the 
aisle, and the President signed that 
into law. 

It has also passed stem cell research 
with some help from people on the 
other side of the aisle. The President 
has threatened to veto that bill and 
that’s unfortunate. 

The biggest issue hanging over this 
Congress is the war in Iraq; and while 
this Congress has made moves to have 
timetables and benchmarks, it hasn’t 
achieved a consensus that the Presi-
dent will agree to and effectuate policy 
that brings our troops home. 

It will take colleagues on the other 
side of the aisle, people who have been 
wedded to this war, President Bush’s 
war, and have been unable to get them-
selves derailed from that train that’s 
on a collision course. Until Repub-
licans come forward and heed Amer-
ica’s call to bring our troops home, 
more and more Americans will die in 
Iraq, more and more American dollars 
will be spent in Iraq where they 
shouldn’t be. 

We need to redeploy our troops to 
fight terrorists in Afghanistan and 
other places and keep our country safe. 
I ask my Republican colleagues, Mr. 
Speaker, to join us. 

f 

SENATE BILL IS NOT THE ANSWER 
TO IMMIGRATION REFORM 

(Mr. PENCE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PENCE. Mr. Speaker, today the 
President of the United States will 
come to the Capitol Building to revive 
a deeply flawed immigration bill being 
considered in the U.S. Senate. 

One year ago, the President chal-
lenged this Congress to find an answer 
to the crisis of illegal immigration, 
and, Mr. President, amnesty is not the 
answer. The core fallacy of the Senate 
bill would grant unlimited Z visa am-
nesty to millions of illegal immigrants 

who simply pay a fine and submit to a 
background check. 

While the Senate bill is not the an-
swer, there is a way forward, Mr. 
Speaker. I truly believe that after the 
Senate bill goes away, the House of 
Representatives would do well to come 
together across party lines and find a 
way forward that puts border security 
first, rejects amnesty and creates a 
new guest worker system that requires 
illegal immigrants to leave the coun-
try to apply and to learn English once 
they’re here. 

There is a way forward. We can 
achieve immigration reform in this 
Congress, but the Senate bill is not 
that way. 

f 

CROSS-BORDER PILOT PROGRAM 
BY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPOR-
TATION 

(Mrs. BOYDA of Kansas asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mrs. BOYDA of Kansas. Mr. Speaker, 
I rise today dismayed by the Depart-
ment of Transportation’s decision to 
rush dangerous Mexican trucks onto 
American roads. 

In the last month, this House voted 
twice to impose severe restraints on 
any cross-border trucking program. 
Three weeks ago, we passed my Safe 
American Roads Act by an over-
whelming, bipartisan 411–3 margin. The 
supplemental appropriations bill in-
cluded similar language. It passed both 
Houses, and it was signed into law by 
the President of the United States. 

But although we have twice loudly 
and unambiguously rebuked the De-
partment of Transportation, they are 
simply ignoring the American people. 
On Friday, they announced plans to 
launch a cross-border pilot program 
anyway, in clear violation of both 
Houses and the will of the American 
people. 

Their actions are deceptive, and they 
are intolerable. The people’s House 
cannot be sidestepped through bureau-
cratic trickery. I urge the DOT to put 
the brakes on this profoundly undemo-
cratic course of action. The safety of 
our highways is at stake. 

f 

HONORING DR. HARLON CRIMM 

(Mr. GINGREY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. GINGREY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Dr. Harlon Crimm, who 
last week announced his retirement as 
president of Chattahoochee Technical 
College. 

In the past 24 years, Dr. Crimm’s con-
tributions to Chattahoochee Tech have 
been profound. He quadrupled enroll-
ment, making Chattahoochee the larg-
est technical institution in the State of 
Georgia. He oversaw the college’s ac-
creditation by the Southern Associa-
tion of Colleges and Schools. He in-
stilled a sense of mission and pride in 

the institution, helping it gain na-
tional prestige. 

But Harlon has been molding Geor-
gia’s young minds for nearly half a cen-
tury. He began his career as a high 
school teacher in Mississippi, later be-
coming the principal of Lockheed Ele-
mentary School in Marietta and direc-
tor of personnel for Marietta City 
Schools. My four children attended 
Marietta, and they benefited greatly 
from their exposure to Dr. Crimm. 

Now in retirement, Dr. Crimm will be 
able to spend more time with his wife, 
Jo Ann, a retired Ph.D. educator, and 
his children and grandchildren. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that you join me 
in thanking Dr. Harlon Crimm for his 
years of service educating Georgia’s 
young minds. In fact, Dr. Crimm elo-
quently summed up his own work when 
he referred to his past 44 years in edu-
cation not as a job or a career, but as 
a calling. 

f 

DEMOCRATS LIVE UP TO THE 
PROMISES OUR NATION MADE 
OUR VETERANS 

(Mr. CARNAHAN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. CARNAHAN. Mr. Speaker, after 
years of funding cuts by Republican 
Congresses and the Bush administra-
tion to key education, veterans, college 
aid and transportation programs, this 
House is now bringing appropriations 
bills to the floor that invest in the 
right priorities, while also remaining 
fiscally responsible. 

This week, Democratic leadership 
will pass the largest increase in vet-
erans health care funding in history, a 
critical step in fulfilling our Nation’s 
obligation to our service men and 
women, their families and our vet-
erans. 

The Veterans Health Administration 
estimates that they will treat 54,000 
more troops in 2008 than they did over 
the last year, including more than 
263,000 veterans of the war in Iraq and 
Afghanistan. This House is going to 
provide our veterans the health care 
services they are entitled to. 

We also add 1,000 new claims proc-
essors to reduce the backlog of benefit 
claims so that our veterans will get the 
services they need in a timely way. 

Mr. Speaker, this Congress is dedi-
cated to fulfilling our commitment to 
our veterans in a fiscally responsible 
way. 

f 

SECRET EARMARKS 

(Mrs. MILLER of Michigan asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend her remarks.) 

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Mr. 
Speaker, for months we have heard the 
Democrats’ promises that they would 
make this the most transparent and 
ethical Congress that our Nation has 
ever seen, and of course, we all want to 
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see Congress held accountable. We all 
want the legislative process to be open 
and be accessible to the American peo-
ple. 

So this week the Democrats get to 
take a swing at making good on their 
promises of transparency and account-
ability, and they’re already striking 
out with their secret slush funds. 

By deciding not to include any ear-
marks in the appropriation bills and 
instead to slip them in by the dark of 
night into conference reports, pre-
venting anyone from questioning or 
challenging their earmarks, they have 
completely shut off the legislative 
process to the American people. 

Now, let me make it clear that I am 
not against earmarks. I am more than 
willing to get up here on the floor and 
defend each and every earmark that I 
have ever gotten or tried to get for my 
district. And I think that all Members 
should have the opportunity to defend 
their projects and their requests, but 
more importantly, tax paying citizens 
have the right to know exactly how 
their hard-earned dollars are being 
spent. 

To make this process closed is an in-
sult to taxpayers, and if Democrats 
have nothing to hide, they should live 
up to their promise and open the proc-
ess back up to the American people and 
hold themselves accountable for their 
spending. 

f 

b 1020 

DEMOCRATS ARE FOCUSED ON 
THE RIGHT PRIORITIES AND ARE 
FULFILLING OUR PROMISE TO 
VETERANS 

(Mr. MAHONEY of Florida asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. MAHONEY of Florida. Mr. 
Speaker, this year and in years past, 
the Bush administration has neglected 
the needs of America’s veterans. In his 
annual budget request, the President 
did not propose enough funding for the 
Veterans Administration to meet the 
growing needs of our veterans. 

Fortunately, the new Democratic 
Congress did not forget about our vet-
erans. This week, we will bring a Mili-
tary Construction and Veterans’ Af-
fairs Appropriations bill to the floor 
that provides the largest increase in 
veterans’ health care funding in his-
tory. Our bill includes $600 million for 
a new initiative for mental health and 
post-traumatic stress syndrome, so 
that we can ensure that our veterans 
and returning soldiers have the facili-
ties and the care they need. The fund-
ing bill also provides essential services 
that will allow these veterans to tran-
sition back into their communities. 

Democrats know that the Federal 
Government must keep its promises to 
the men and women who have defended 
our Nation. This bill, I am proud to 
say, lives up to that promise. 

INDEPENDENCE PRIZE 

(Mr. MCHENRY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. MCHENRY. Mr. Speaker, the dis-
astrous effects of our Nation’s depend-
ence on foreign oil are being seen in 
every new tank of gas and every cent 
we send overseas to pay for Middle 
Eastern oil. Rising gas prices are a 
product of rising demand and not 
enough supply. 

The time is now to revolutionize the 
way we produce and consume energy. 
That’s why I am proposing a 21st Cen-
tury Manhattan Project to spur the in-
genuity of our American private sec-
tor, to deliver free market solutions for 
our Nation’s energy problem. 

I am introducing legislation to create 
a $1 billion prize, the Independence 
Prize, as I call it, that will go to Amer-
icans who develop revolutionary prod-
ucts that substantially reduce our de-
pendence on foreign oil, eliminating 
our dependence on foreign oil. The 
Independence Prize provides incentives 
to American entrepreneurs to get 
transformational innovation to con-
sumers, and more importantly, put 
Americans on a path to energy inde-
pendence. Independence is the key. 

I urge my colleagues to support this 
bill. 

f 

DEMOCRATIC HOUSE WORKING ON 
BEHALF OF AMERICAN PEOPLE 
WHILE PRESIDENT OBSTRUCTS 
PROCESS 

(Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute and to revise and 
extend his remarks.) 

Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speak-
er, House Democrats have been work-
ing in a bipartisan manner to approve 
important legislation which will have a 
real impact on the lives of hardworking 
American families. Unfortunately, 
President Bush has expressed his oppo-
sition to a majority of the bipartisan 
legislation we have passed. 

Last week, Congress sent the Presi-
dent a stem cell research bill that 
would provide hope for millions of 
Americans suffering from diseases like 
cancer, diabetes and Alzheimer’s. The 
final bill promotes lifesaving embry-
onic stem cell research by increasing 
the number of stem lines that are eligi-
ble to be used for federally funded re-
search. 

I would hope the President would not 
stand in the way of real medical 
progress and would reconsider his veto 
threat to this vitally important legis-
lation. The President also opposes leg-
islation passed by the House that 
would make prescription drugs more 
affordable for America’s seniors. And 
he also opposes legislation making 
more affordable student loans for 
America’s teenagers. 

Congress cannot move this Nation in 
a new direction on its own. It’s time 

for the President to join us, creating a 
meaningful change for the American 
people. 

f 

LACK OF BORDER FENCE FUNDING 
(Mrs. BLACKBURN asked and was 

given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Speaker, we 
are hearing illegal immigration is a big 
debate. There is a lot of passion on this 
issue. 

Last year, Congress took the right 
step in passing the Secure Fence Act. 
It was the right thing to do. It puts 800 
miles of fencing in place, both physical 
and electronic borders, on our southern 
border. 

Now, authorizing it is one thing, but 
paying for it is another matter. That 
duty has fallen to the new liberal lead-
ership here in the House. Even though 
they have increased Homeland Secu-
rity spending by $2.4 billion, a lot of 
that is going to go into global warm-
ing. 

They have cut funding for the fence 
by $187 million, compared to last year’s 
budget. You are going to hear a lot 
about this as we begin our appropria-
tions process today. 

As we work on this Homeland Secu-
rity bill, they will claim to have budg-
eted $1 billion for the fence, but they 
are withholding $700 million of that 
while we go through bureaucratic red 
tape. We have got to be certain we 
don’t hurt the environment, all the 
while 4,500 illegal immigrants cross the 
southern border every day. 

It is disgraceful. Do not delay the 
fence. Fund it. Take action in the ap-
propriate matter. The hold-on-to-your- 
wallet Congress is at it. Stand up for 
the fence. 

f 

PRESIDENT REFUSES TO CHANGE 
COURSE IN IRAQ DESPITE IN-
CREASING VIOLENCE 
(Mr. HODES asked and was given per-

mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. HODES. Mr. Speaker, last week 
the President’s new war czar told the 
Congress that the troop escalation plan 
is failing and that the American people 
should expect sectarian violence in 
Iraq to continue. 

Finally someone in the administra-
tion is making sense of the situation 
on the ground in Iraq, but honesty does 
not make up for the fact that President 
Bush continues to stubbornly oppose 
any change in war policy. 

In the wake of the deadliest 2-month 
period in the war, 231 U.S. service men 
and women were killed in April and 
May. The facts on the ground show an 
increasingly grim picture. 

In fact, a recent internal military as-
sessment shows that the U.S. mili-
tary’s plan to secure Baghdad against a 
rising insurgency is falling far short of 
its goal. To date, according to the doc-
ument, only one-third of the Baghdad 
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neighborhoods are under the control of 
American and Iraqi security forces. 
The administration’s goal was to have 
the entire city under control by next 
month. Clearly, that is no longer pos-
sible. 

Despite the continued stubbornness 
of this President, the Democratic Con-
gress will continue to demand that we 
move this war in a new direction. 

f 

HEALTH SAVINGS ACCOUNTS 

(Mr. BOUSTANY asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. BOUSTANY. Mr. Speaker, health 
savings accounts are one of the best 
ways to put families back in control of 
their health care destiny. HSAs have 
expanded coverage, but Congress needs 
to make them more practical for work-
ing families and patients in poor 
health, and also remove rules that dis-
criminate against veterans and seniors 
in Medicare. 

This week, I introduced H.R. 2639 to 
permit larger contributions, allow cov-
erage below the deductible for prescrip-
tion drugs, and provide tax relief for 
premiums. The bill removes barriers 
that make it illegal for families to de-
posit their own money in an HSA after 
they receive care through Medicare or 
the VA. It also helps working families 
to build intergenerational ‘‘wealth for 
health’’ by allowing adult children to 
inherit a Medicare HSA in the same 
way that a spouse may now do. 

It makes sense to help Americans 
save for future medical costs, espe-
cially when we consider our Nation’s 
negative savings rate and Medicare’s 
looming financial problems. 

I urge my colleagues to support this 
bill, to expand consumer choice and 
control it. 

f 

DEMOCRATIC HOUSE AND 
PRESIDENTIAL VETOES 

(Mr. BUTTERFIELD asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker, 
the Democratic House listened to the 
American people and has begun moving 
our Nation in a new direction by pass-
ing more than 45 key measures over 
the last 5 months, most with bipartisan 
support. 

Unfortunately, the President has 
been a stubborn opponent of progress 
for the American people. He has threat-
ened to veto much of the House’s work 
this year. This House voted to imple-
ment the unfulfilled recommendations 
of the bipartisan 9/11 Commission, but 
the Bush administration opposes the 
bill in its current form. 

This House overwhelmingly sup-
ported a 3.5 percent pay increase for 
our troops who are serving in combat, 
but the President has threatened a 
veto saying a 3 percent pay raise would 
be sufficient. 

We passed strong price-gouging legis-
lation that sets tough criminal pen-
alties for wholesalers and retailers who 
attempt to gouge the public. The Presi-
dent’s response? Another veto threat. 

More often than not, the President is 
obstructing our efforts to move this 
Nation in a new direction. 

f 

TAX INCREASE PREVENTION ACT 

(Mr. WALBERG asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. WALBERG. Mr. Speaker, this 
week I am introducing the Tax In-
crease Prevention Act, legislation that 
would make permanent tax relief 
passed in 2001 and 2003. 

My bill simply takes away all the 
sunset provisions of these tax relief 
packages that passed Congress and pro-
vided American families and job cre-
ators the certainty to provide for the 
future. This tax relief passed by Con-
gress is working, and States are much 
more likely to take fiscally responsible 
moves and tighten their belts instead 
of hiking taxes. States that were once 
in recession are now brimming with 
tax revenue. 

The few States that are struggling, 
such as my home State of Michigan, 
have hope for a turnaround in the fu-
ture because these tax cuts are cre-
ating jobs and leaving more money in 
the pockets of taxpayers. 

Unfortunately, Democrats in Con-
gress are choosing to ignore the ad-
vancements made possible by these tax 
cuts. In their most recent budget bill, 
the House Democrats’ budget plan in-
cluded a $400 billion tax increase that 
will cripple current progress in our 
economy. 

By making tax cuts permanent and 
continuing to grow our economy, this 
Congress can go a long way in restor-
ing the trust of the American people 
and build a better, brighter future for 
our country. 

f 

b 1030 

ELECTING MEMBER TO JOINT 
COMMITTEE ON PRINTING 

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Speaker, I offer a resolution (H. Res. 
478) and I ask unanimous consent for 
its immediate consideration in the 
House. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 4718 

Resolved, That Mrs. Davis of California is 
hereby elected to the Joint Committee on 
Printing, to rank after Mr. Capuano. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania? 

There was no objection. 
The resolution was agreed to. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 

AUTHORIZING USE OF ROTUNDA 
FOR CEREMONY TO AWARD CON-
GRESSIONAL GOLD MEDAL TO 
DR. NORMAN E. BORLAUG 

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 
the Committee on House Administra-
tion be discharged from further consid-
eration of the concurrent resolution 
(H. Con. Res. 164) authorizing the use of 
the rotunda of the Capitol for a cere-
mony to award the Congressional Gold 
Medal to Dr. Norman E. Borlaug, and 
ask for its immediate consideration in 
the House. 

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania? 

There was no objection. 
The Clerk read the concurrent reso-

lution, as follows: 
H. CON. RES. 164 

Resolved by the House of Representatives (the 
Senate concurring), That the rotunda of the 
Capitol is authorized to be used on July 17, 
2007, for a ceremony to award the Congres-
sional Gold Medal to Dr. Norman E. Borlaug. 
Physical preparations for the ceremony shall 
be carried out in accordance with such condi-
tions as the Architect of the Capitol may 
prescribe. 

Mr. EHLERS. Mr. Speaker, I am proud to 
support H. Con. Res. 164, which authorizes 
use of the rotunda of the Capitol for a cere-
mony to award the Congressional Gold Medal 
to Dr. Norman E. Borlaug. 

Through a lifetime of research and develop-
ment aimed at curing world hunger, Dr. 
Borlaug has exemplified how science and hu-
manitarianism can intersect to address the 
needs of developing countries that have been 
ravaged by the effects of hunger and poverty. 
By introducing high-yield, disease-resistant va-
rieties of wheat to India, Mexico and Pakistan, 
Dr. Borlaug developed sustainable, renewable 
food sources that are frequently estimated to 
have saved over a billion lives. 

The results of Dr. Borlaug’s research were 
remarkable, yet not surprising given the com-
mitment of this man of science to find prac-
tical, applicable solutions to the world’s prob-
lems, not, as he put it, chase academic butter-
flies. Dr. Borlaug’s efforts to apply science to 
stimulate agricultural yield have been fre-
quently credited as being a major milestone of 
the Green Revolution, and he himself has 
often been cited as the father of that move-
ment. 

In 1970, Dr. Borlaug was awarded the 
Nobel Peace Prize for his work in India and 
Pakistan, and for his role in the Green Revolu-
tion. When he was advised in October of that 
year that he had won the enormous honor, Dr. 
Borlaug was where he spent many of his 
hours—in the farm fields of Mexico. When his 
wife drove an hour to reach him in the fields 
and advise him that the media was waiting for 
his reaction, Dr. Borlaug declined to return to 
the house, saying that he and his assistants 
still had much more work to do, as he contin-
ued to record data on his test plots. It was 
there that the TV camera crews found him 2 
hours later. 

In addition to the Nobel Prize, Dr. Borlaug 
has been recognized with the 1977 U.S. Presi-
dential Medal of Freedom, the 2002 Public 
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Welfare Medal from the U.S. National Acad-
emy of Sciences, the 2002 Rotary Inter-
national Award for World Understanding and 
Peace, and the 2004 National Medal of 
Science. He has also received numerous hon-
orary degrees from around the world. 

Though he has received many accolades, 
Dr. Borlaug has been quick to point out that 
his work alone will not be enough to cure 
world hunger. In 1986, Dr. Borlaug created the 
World Food Prize, an international award rec-
ognizing the achievements of individuals who 
have advanced human development by con-
tinuing to improve the quality, quantity and 
availability of food in the world. 

Mr. Speaker, I am privileged to support H. 
Con. Res. 164 to authorize use of the Capitol 
rotunda to honor Dr. Norman E. Borlaug as he 
receives the Congressional Gold Medal. It is 
fitting that such an honor be bestowed upon a 
man who has done so much, for so many. 

The concurrent resolution was agreed 
to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 
all Members have 5 legislative days to 
revise and extend their remarks and to 
include extraneous material on the 
concurrent resolution just adopted. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania? 

There was no objection. 
f 

DISMISSING ELECTION CONTEST 
RELATING TO OFFICE OF REP-
RESENTATIVE FROM 21ST CON-
GRESSIONAL DISTRICT OF FLOR-
IDA 

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent for 
the immediate consideration in the 
House of the resolution (H. Res. 459) 
dismissing the election contest relat-
ing to the office of Representative from 
the Twenty-first Congressional District 
of Florida. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania? 

There was no objection. 
The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-

lows: 
H. RES. 459 

Resolved, That the election contest relating 
to the office of Representative from the 
Twenty-first Congressional District of Flor-
ida is dismissed. 

The resolution was agreed to. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 
f 

DISMISSING ELECTION CONTEST 
RELATING TO OFFICE OF REP-
RESENTATIVE FROM 24TH CON-
GRESSIONAL DISTRICT OF FLOR-
IDA 

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent for 

the immediate consideration in the 
House of the resolution (H. Res. 461) 
dismissing the election contest relat-
ing to the office of Representative from 
the Twenty-fourth Congressional Dis-
trict of Florida. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania? 

There was no objection. 
The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-

lows: 
H. RES. 461 

Resolved, That the election contest relating 
to the office of Representative from the 
Twenty-fourth Congressional District of 
Florida is dismissed. 

The resolution was agreed to. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 
f 

DISMISSING ELECTION CONTEST 
RELATING TO OFFICE OF REP-
RESENTATIVE FROM FOURTH 
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT OF 
LOUISIANA 

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent for 
the immediate consideration in the 
House of the resolution (H. Res. 462) 
dismissing the election contest relat-
ing to the office of Representative from 
the Fourth Congressional District of 
Louisiana. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania? 

There was no objection. 
The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-

lows: 
H. RES. 462 

Resolved, That the election contest relating 
to the office of Representative from the 
Fourth Congressional District of Louisiana 
is dismissed. 

The resolution was agreed to. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 
f 

DISMISSING ELECTION CONTEST 
RELATING TO OFFICE OF REP-
RESENTATIVE FROM FIFTH CON-
GRESSIONAL DISTRICT OF FLOR-
IDA 

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent for 
the immediate consideration in the 
House of the resolution (H. Res. 463) 
dismissing the election contest relat-
ing to the office of Representative from 
the Fifth Congressional District of 
Florida. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania? 

There was no objection. 
The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-

lows: 
H. RES. 463 

Resolved, That the election contest relating 
to the office of Representative from the 

Fifth Congressional District of Florida is dis-
missed. 

The resolution was agreed to. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 
f 

GENERAL LEAVE 

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Speaker, I ask unanimous consent that 
all Members have 5 legislative days to 
revise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous matter on the four 
election contest resolutions just con-
sidered. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania? 

There was no objection. 
f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair 
will postpone further proceedings 
today on motions to suspend the rules 
on which a recorded vote or the yeas 
and nays are ordered, or on which the 
vote is objected to under clause 6 of 
rule XX. 

Record votes on postponed questions 
will be taken later today. 

f 

NATIVE AMERICAN $1 COIN ACT 

Mr. BOREN. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 2358) to require the Secretary of 
the Treasury to mint and issue coins in 
commemoration of Native Americans 
and the important contributions made 
by Indian tribes and individual Native 
Americans to the development of the 
United States and the history of the 
United States, and for other purposes. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 2358 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Native 
American $1 Coin Act’’. 
SEC. 2. NATIVE AMERICAN $1 COIN PROGRAM. 

Section 5112 of title 31, United States Code, 
is amended by adding at the end the fol-
lowing: 

‘‘(r) REDESIGN AND ISSUANCE OF CIRCU-
LATING $1 COINS HONORING NATIVE AMERICANS 
AND THE IMPORTANT CONTRIBUTIONS MADE BY 
INDIAN TRIBES AND INDIVIDUAL NATIVE AMERI-
CANS IN UNITED STATES HISTORY.— 

‘‘(1) REDESIGN BEGINNING IN 2008.— 
‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Effective beginning Jan-

uary 1, 2008, notwithstanding subsection (d), 
in addition to the coins to be issued pursuant 
to subsection (n), and in accordance with 
this subsection, the Secretary shall mint and 
issue $1 coins that— 

‘‘(i) have as the designs on the obverse the 
so-called ‘Sakakawea design’; and 

‘‘(ii) have a design on the reverse selected 
in accordance with paragraph (2)(A), subject 
to paragraph (3)(A). 

‘‘(B) DELAYED DATE.—If the date of the en-
actment of the Native American $1 Coin Act 
is after July 31, 2007, subparagraph (A) shall 
be applied by substituting ‘2009’ for ‘2008’. 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 02:22 Jun 13, 2007 Jkt 059060 PO 00000 Frm 00006 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\A12JN7.021 H12JNPT1m
st

oc
ks

til
l o

n 
P

R
O

D
1P

C
66

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H6247 June 12, 2007 
‘‘(2) DESIGN REQUIREMENTS.—The $1 coins 

issued in accordance with paragraph (1) shall 
meet the following design requirements: 

‘‘(A) COIN REVERSE.—The design on the re-
verse shall bear— 

‘‘(i) images celebrating the important con-
tributions made by Indian tribes and indi-
vidual Native Americans to the development 
of the United States and the history of the 
United States; 

‘‘(ii) the inscription ‘$1’ ; and 
‘‘(iii) the inscription ‘United States of 

America’. 
‘‘(B) COIN OBVERSE.—The design on the ob-

verse shall— 
‘‘(i) be chosen by the Secretary, after con-

sultation with the Commission of Fine Arts 
and review by the Citizens Coinage Advisory 
Committee; and 

‘‘(ii) contain the so-called ‘Sakakawea de-
sign’ and the inscription ‘Liberty’. 

‘‘(C) EDGE-INCUSED INSCRIPTIONS.— 
‘‘(i) IN GENERAL.—The inscription of the 

year of minting and issuance of the coin and 
the inscriptions ‘E Pluribus Unum’ and ‘In 
God We Trust’ shall be edge-incused into the 
coin. 

‘‘(ii) PRESERVATION OF DISTINCTIVE EDGE.— 
The edge-incusing of the inscriptions under 
clause (i) on coins issued under this sub-
section shall be done in a manner that pre-
serves the distinctive edge of the coin so 
that the denomination of the coin is readily 
discernible, including by individuals who are 
blind or visually impaired. 

‘‘(D) REVERSE DESIGN SELECTION.—The de-
signs selected for the reverse of the coins de-
scribed under this subsection— 

‘‘(i) shall be chosen by the Secretary after 
consultation with the Committee on Indian 
Affairs of the Senate, the Congressional Na-
tive American Caucus of the House of Rep-
resentatives, the Commission of Fine Arts, 
and the National Congress of American Indi-
ans; 

‘‘(ii) shall be reviewed by the Citizens 
Coinage Advisory Committee; 

‘‘(iii) may depict individuals and events 
such as— 

‘‘(I) the creation of Cherokee written lan-
guage; 

‘‘(II) the Iroquois Confederacy; 
‘‘(III) Wampanoag Chief Massasoit; 
‘‘(IV) the ‘Pueblo Revolt’; 
‘‘(V) Olympian Jim Thorpe; 
‘‘(VI) Ely S. Parker, a general on the staff 

of General Ulysses S. Grant and later head of 
the Bureau of Indian Affairs; and 

‘‘(VII) code talkers who served the United 
States Armed Forces during World War I and 
World War II; and 

‘‘(iv) in the case of a design depicting the 
contribution of an individual Native Amer-
ican to the development of the United States 
and the history of the United States, shall 
not depict the individual in a size such that 
the coin could be considered to be a ‘2-head-
ed’ coin. 

‘‘(3) ISSUANCE OF COINS COMMEMORATING 1 
NATIVE AMERICAN EVENT DURING EACH YEAR.— 

‘‘(A) IN GENERAL.—Each design for the re-
verse of the $1 coins issued during each year 
shall be emblematic of 1 important Native 
American or Native American contribution 
each year. 

‘‘(B) ISSUANCE PERIOD.—Each $1 coin mint-
ed with a design on the reverse in accordance 
with this subsection for any year shall be 
issued during the 1-year period beginning on 
January 1 of that year and shall be available 
throughout the entire 1-year period. 

‘‘(C) ORDER OF ISSUANCE OF DESIGNS.—Each 
coin issued under this subsection commemo-
rating Native Americans and their contribu-
tions— 

‘‘(i) shall be issued, to the maximum ex-
tent practicable, in the chronological order 
in which the Native Americans lived or the 

events occurred, until the termination of the 
coin program described in subsection (n); and 

‘‘(ii) thereafter shall be issued in any order 
determined to be appropriate by the Sec-
retary, after consultation with the Com-
mittee on Indian Affairs of the Senate, the 
Congressional Native American Caucus of 
the House of Representatives, and the Na-
tional Congress of American Indians. 

‘‘(4) ISSUANCE OF NUMISMATIC COINS.—The 
Secretary may mint and issue such number 
of $1 coins of each design selected under this 
subsection in uncirculated and proof quali-
ties as the Secretary determines to be appro-
priate. 

‘‘(5) QUANTITY.—The number of $1 coins 
minted and issued in a year with the 
Sakakawea-design on the obverse shall be 
not less than 20 percent of the total number 
of $1 coins minted and issued in such year.’’. 
SEC. 3. TECHNICAL AND CONFORMING AMEND-

MENTS. 
Section 5112 of title 31, United States Code, 

is amended— 
(1) in subsection (n)(1)— 
(A) by striking the paragraph designation 

and heading and all that follows through 
‘‘Notwithstanding subsection (d)’’ and insert-
ing the following: 

‘‘(1) REDESIGN BEGINNING IN 2007.—Notwith-
standing subsection (d)’’; 

(B) by striking subparagraph (B); and 
(C) by redesignating clauses (i) and (ii) as 

subparagraphs (A) and (B), respectively, and 
indenting the subparagraphs appropriately; 

(2) in subsection (n), by striking 
‘‘Sacagawea-design’’ each place such term 
appears and inserting ‘‘Sakakawea-design’’; 
and 

(3) in paragraphs (3)(C) and (5) of sub-
section (p), by striking ‘‘Sacagawea-design’’ 
each place such term appears and inserting 
‘‘Sakakawea-design’’. 
SEC. 4. REMOVAL OF BARRIERS TO CIRCULATION 

OF $1 COIN. 
(a) IN GENERAL.—In order to remove bar-

riers to circulation, the Secretary of the 
Treasury shall carry out an aggressive, cost- 
effective, continuing campaign to encourage 
commercial enterprises to accept and dis-
pense $1 coins that have as designs on the ob-
verse the so-called ‘‘Sakakawea design’’. 

(b) REPORT.—The Secretary of the Treas-
ury shall submit to Congress an annual re-
port on the success of the efforts described in 
subsection (a). 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Oklahoma (Mr. BOREN) and the gen-
tleman from Delaware (Mr. CASTLE) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Oklahoma. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. BOREN. Mr. Speaker, I ask unan-

imous consent that all Members may 
have 5 legislative days within which to 
revise and extend their remarks on this 
legislation and to insert extraneous 
material thereon. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Oklahoma? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. BOREN. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self as much time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 

of H.R. 2358, the Native American $1 
Coin Act, requiring the Secretary of 
the Treasury to mint and issue coins 
commemorating Native Americans and 
the important contributions they have 
made, both as individuals and collec-
tively as tribes to the history and 

growth of the United States of Amer-
ica. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank Chairman 
FRANK for his hard work in making 
this legislation a priority and recog-
nizing the importance of memori-
alizing Native Americans who have 
been instrumental in the evolution of 
the United States. 

I also want to thank Mr. KILDEE for 
his work on this legislation. 

H.R. 2358 calls upon the government 
to recognize and pay long overdue trib-
ute to Indian tribes and individual Na-
tive Americans for their significant 
contributions to the progression of the 
United States. This bill would allow for 
the acknowledgment of such important 
events as the Pueblo Revolt and the 
creation of the Cherokee written lan-
guage; in addition, individuals such as 
the code talkers, who so valiantly 
served in our Armed Forces during 
World War I and II, and Olympian Jim 
Thorpe who will forever be engraved in 
the minds of all Americans. 

H.R. 2358 ensures that we recognize 
the many individual Native Americans 
and Indian tribes who have so signifi-
cantly contributed to the history and 
development of the United States. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. CASTLE. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support 
of H.R. 2358, the Native American $1 
Coin Act, and urge my colleagues to 
support the bill. 

The Native American $1 Coin Act di-
rects the Treasury Department to mint 
and issue $1 coins to celebrate the im-
portant contributions made by Indian 
tribes and Native Americans to the 
United States. 

Mr. Speaker, this legislation is a ter-
rific complement to the Presidential $1 
Coin Act that I worked to pass last 
Congress with the gentlelady from New 
York (Mrs. MALONEY). Like that pro-
gram and the very popular 50-state 
quarter program, this bill will provide 
an enormous educational opportunity 
for parents and teachers, while at the 
same time recognizing the immense 
and important contributions of Native 
Americans to the history of the United 
States. 

Implementation of this legislation 
will save taxpayers more than half a 
billion dollars over the next decade. 
When Congress passed the Presidential 
$1 Coin Act in December of 2005, the 
bill required one-third of all dollar 
coins minted each year to bear the de-
sign of the Sakakawea coin that was 
first issued in 2000. The requirement 
was intended to keep the image and 
memory of Sakakawea in the public’s 
mind at the same time the Mint pro-
duced and issued coins bearing the im-
ages of the Presidents. 

Unfortunately, through no fault of 
the design or its subject, there is not a 
large demand for a dollar coin with a 
static design. It is that problem we 
sought to overcome with the Presi-
dential dollar by creating a constantly 
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changing design that encourages the 
public to look for new coins. 

The current law requires the Mint to 
issue 300 to 350 million of the current 
design Sakakawea dollars every year, 
for which there is no evident demand. 
That would be about $60 million worth 
of material and labor costs per year, 
not including the high cost of storing 
the unused coin yearly. 

The innovative legislation was intro-
duced by Mr. KILDEE, Chairman FRANK, 
Mr. COLE and Mr. RENZI. The bill would 
keep the Sakakawea design on the 
front of the coin, but would change the 
design on the reverse side each year to 
represent Native American contribu-
tions to the United States. 

Mr. Speaker, this legislation will 
both honor Native Americans and cre-
ate demand for the coins similar to the 
Presidential dollars. Instead of the 
Mint spending $50 million or more a 
year to make coins for which there is 
no demand, the legislation has the po-
tential to save the Treasury $150 mil-
lion a year or more. It is rare that we 
can do something so cost effective this 
easily. I support the goals of this bill 
and urge its immediate passage. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

b 1040 

Mr. BOREN. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 
minutes to the author of the bill, the 
gentleman from the fine State of 
Michigan (Mr. KILDEE), home to 12 fed-
erally recognized tribes. 

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman for yielding. 

As Democratic chairman of the Con-
gressional Native American Caucus, I 
am honored to speak in support of H.R. 
2358, the Native American $1 Coin Act. 
I am pleased to be the chief sponsor of 
this bipartisan legislation. 

I would like to extend a special 
thank-you to my friend and colleague, 
Chairman BARNEY FRANK, for his sup-
port of this legislation. 

I would also like to acknowledge the 
other original cosponsors of this legis-
lation: Congressman BOREN, Congress-
man RENZI, Congressman COLE, and 
Congressman CASTLE. 

Mr. Speaker, this bill will honor the 
strength and wisdom of Indian country 
by authorizing the Secretary of the 
Treasury to mint and issue coins that 
commemorate and honor the out-
standing contributions of Native Amer-
icans by changing the design annually 
on the reverse of the Sakakawea dollar 
coin. 

This bill establishes a process for se-
lecting designs for the reverse side of 
this coin. These designs will take the 
American people through a journey of 
different experiences of native peoples 
by exposing them to their unique his-
tories while preserving the memory of 
Sakakawea, the young Shoshone 
woman who assisted Lewis and Clark 
on their expedition to the Pacific 
Northwest more than 200 years ago. 

It is my hope that this coin will one 
day depict the contributions of the 12 

tribes of my own State of Michigan 
whose historical roots lie with the 
Chippewa, Ottawa, and Pottawatomi 
Nations. I can think of no better way 
to pay tribute to the Native American 
people than to honor their contribution 
to the development of the United 
States and her history. 

I urge my colleagues to support this 
legislation. 

Mr. CASTLE. Mr. Speaker, at this 
time, I yield such time as she may con-
sume to the distinguished Congress-
woman from Michigan, CANDICE MIL-
LER. 

Mrs. MILLER of Michigan. Mr. 
Speaker, I thank the gentleman for 
yielding. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in very strong 
support of H.R. 2358, the Native Amer-
ican $1 Coin Act, and I applaud my col-
league and fellow Michiganian (Mr. 
KILDEE) for cosponsoring this legisla-
tion, and the other cosponsors as well, 
and for bringing it to the House floor 
this morning. 

Native Americans have played an im-
portant role throughout the history of 
our Nation, so it is certainly appro-
priate that we honor them and their 
accomplishments as well. In fact, were 
it not for some great Native Ameri-
cans, America as we know it today 
might look quite a bit different. 

Think about Squanto and Somerset, 
who helped the Pilgrims survive their 
very first winter in the New World; or 
Sakakawea, who guided Lewis and 
Clark across the unexplored North 
American continent; or Jim Thorpe, 
the athlete who thrilled millions, real-
ly, across the globe with his exploits in 
baseball and football and the Olympics, 
where he won a gold medal; or the Nav-
ajo code talkers who broke the Japa-
nese code, which was a key moment in 
the Allied forces prevailing over Japan 
during World War II. 

These individuals and many others 
like them have made invaluable con-
tributions to the survival and to the 
character of these United States. 

This legislation will require the Sec-
retary of Treasury to mint and issue 
coins in commemoration of Native 
Americans and the important contribu-
tions made by Indian tribes and indi-
vidual Native Americans to the devel-
opment and the history, the very rich 
history, of the United States. 

These coins will serve as an impor-
tant reminder to all Americans of the 
important role that Native Americans 
have played in our Nation’s history, 
the things they are achieving today, 
and the goals that they will meet in 
the future. Native Americans will be 
involved in the design selection process 
as well, which will also remind them of 
their important historical contribu-
tions. 

So I applaud the sponsors and the co-
sponsors of this legislation for their ef-
forts. And I urge all of my colleagues 
to support the Native American $1 Coin 
Act. 

Mr. BOREN. Mr. Speaker, I reserve 
the balance of my time. 

Mr. CASTLE. Mr. Speaker, in clos-
ing, I also would like to thank all of 
the sponsors of this legislation. I would 
like to thank the gentleman from 
Oklahoma for the managing of it here, 
Mr. KILDEE, for his interest in this, and 
Mrs. MILLER for coming to the floor 
and speaking to it. 

I think this is a very worthwhile 
piece of legislation which will move 
forward something which otherwise 
would not move forward, and will save 
the Federal Government a lot of money 
and make it far more interesting to 
those who are collecting these coins 
out around the country. 

So for all these reasons, I hope we 
would all support this legislation. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. BOREN. Mr. Speaker, I am proud 
to represent a State that is home to 
nearly 40 federally recognized Indian 
tribes. But Native Americans are not 
only engrained in Oklahoma’s history, 
they are also richly embedded in the 
history of the United States and in the 
history of each individual State. 

H.R. 2358 requires the government to 
do its part to recognize the importance 
of Native Americans to our country’s 
history and development. 

Again, I want to thank the chairman, 
Mr. FRANK, for recognizing the impor-
tance of H.R. 2358 and also Mr. KILDEE 
for all of his efforts. 

Mr. BOREN. Mr. Speaker, I have no 
further requests for time, and I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Oklahoma (Mr. 
BOREN) that the House suspend the 
rules and pass the bill, H.R. 2358. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

CONGRATULATING BARTON COL-
LEGE MEN’S BASKETBALL TEAM 
FOR WINNING THE 2007 NCAA DI-
VISION II CHAMPIONSHIP 

Mr. HARE. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution (H. Res. 329) congratulating the 
Barton College men’s basketball team 
for winning the 2007 NCAA Division II 
Men’s Basketball National Champion-
ship. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 329 

Whereas the Barton College Bulldogs of 
Wilson, North Carolina, defeated Winona 
State University of Rochester, Minnesota, 
the undefeated and defending NCAA Division 
II Men’s Basketball National Champions, 77– 
75 on March 24, 2007, to become the 2007 
NCAA Men’s Basketball National Cham-
pions; 

Whereas Anthony Atkinson of Barton Col-
lege, the Elite Eight most valuable player, 
scored 10 points in the final 39 seconds of the 
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game, including a layup at the buzzer, to 
give Barton College the NCAA Division II 
men’s basketball title and its first NCAA 
championship in any sport; 

Whereas Barton College played and won 9 
overtime games during the 2006–2007 season 
to finish the season 31–5, including winning 
its last 21 games, a school record; 

Whereas Barton College, a school with just 
1,000 students, defeated teams during the 
Elite Eight from schools with much larger 
student bodies (Grand Valley State, Michi-
gan, 23,000 students, Cal State San 
Bernardino, 17,000 students, and Winona 
State University, 8,000 students); 

Whereas Coach Ron Lievense of Barton 
College, who had served as a graduate assist-
ant at Winona State University, summed up 
the Barton College victory: ‘‘I don’t see how 
any ending could be any better for any 
team—ever’’; 

Whereas Barton College continues the long 
tradition of North Carolina schools winning 
NCAA basketball championships; 

Whereas Barton College was founded in 
1902 as Atlantic Christian College and 
changed its name in 1990; and 

Whereas Barton College was named a ‘‘Best 
Southeastern College’’ for 2006 by the Prince-
ton Review: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives congratulates the Barton College men’s 
basketball team for winning the 2007 NCAA 
Division II Men’s Basketball National Cham-
pionship. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Il-
linois (Mr. HARE) and the gentleman 
from Tennessee (Mr. DAVID DAVIS) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Illinois. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. HARE. Mr. Speaker, I request 5 

legislative days during which Members 
may insert material relevant to House 
Resolution 329 into the RECORD. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. HARE. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self such time as I may consume. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to con-

gratulate the Barton College Bulldogs 
for their win in the 2007 National Colle-
giate Athletic Association Division II 
Men’s Basketball Tournament. 

On March 24, 2007, Barton College 
won the NCAA Division II Elite Eight 
Tournament by defeating the defending 
champions, Winona State University of 
Rochester, Minnesota. College basket-
ball fans, student athletes, and the 
general public were treated to an excit-
ing national championship game with 
one of the greatest rallies in Elite 
Eight Tournament history. 

Barton College had an extraordinary 
year. The team won all nine of its over-
time games, an NCAA Division II 
record. The team also had a season 
record of 31–5 and won their last 21 
games, which is a school record. 

I want to extend my congratulations 
to Head Coach Ron Lievense, Athletic 
Director Gary Hall, Barton College 
President Dr. Norval Kneten, and Bar-
ton’s student athletes for winning the 
national championship. 

I also want to extend my congratula-
tions to Winona State University of 

Rochester, Minnesota, on an excellent 
season. Winona State finished their 
season with only one loss, which hap-
pened to be the national championship 
game. 

Winning the national championship 
in such a courageous fashion has 
brought attention to the outstanding 
athletic program at Barton College. I 
know the fans of the university will re-
member this very special moment for 
many years to come. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in 
passing House Resolution 329, con-
gratulating the Barton College men’s 
basketball team. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

b 1050 

Mr. DAVID DAVIS of Tennessee. Mr. 
Speaker, I would like to yield as much 
time as he may consume to my good 
friend, the gentleman from North Caro-
lina (Mr. JONES). 

Mr. JONES of North Carolina. I 
thank the gentleman. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to thank the 
Democratic side and the Republican 
side and my dear friend, Mr. 
BUTTERFIELD, for bringing this resolu-
tion to the floor. 

Mr. Speaker, I join my friend, Con-
gressman G.K. BUTTERFIELD of North 
Carolina, and many of my colleagues to 
support H. Res. 329, a resolution to con-
gratulate the Barton College men’s 
basketball team for winning the 2007 
NCAA Division II men’s basketball na-
tional championship. 

Years ago, I attended Atlantic Chris-
tian College, which changed its name 
to Barton College in 1990. Mr. Speaker, 
I, like many of my colleagues in Con-
gress, have had the fortunate oppor-
tunity of playing on a championship 
team. More than 40 years later, I can 
still vividly recall in my mind the won-
derful memory of the night my prep 
school basketball team at Hargrave 
Military Academy won the military 
league championship. No matter what 
level, winning a championship is some-
thing an individual will remember all 
of his or her life. My prep school bas-
ketball team claimed its championship 
with a final score of 81–79, so I know 
the firsthand experience of a close 
game. 

How exciting it was to see Barton 
College basketball make a miraculous 
comeback from seven points behind in 
the final 40 seconds to defeat Winona 
State University of Rochester, Min-
nesota, an undefeated team and last 
year’s Division II champion, by a score 
of 77–75. Senior All-American point 
guard Anthony Atkinson scored the 
Bulldogs’ final 10 points, including a 
layup at the buzzer; but I am sure that 
Anthony Atkinson would tell you that 
the win was a team effort. 

In David and Goliath fashion, Barton 
College, a school with just 1,000 stu-
dents, defeated teams during the Elite 
Eight from schools with much larger 
student bodies, Grand Valley State, 
Michigan, 23,000 students; Cal State 

San Bernardino, 17,000 students; and 
Winona State University, 8,000 stu-
dents, to claim the school’s first NCAA 
championship in any sport. Again, a 
student body of 1,000. 

The team’s confidence and calm 
under pressure helped it play and win 
nine overtime games during the 2006/ 
2007 season to finish the season 31–5 and 
break a school record by winning its 
last 21 games. 

Barton College is located in Con-
gressman BUTTERFIELD’s district, yet I 
share part of the county with Congress-
man BUTTERFIELD. I join him in con-
gratulating the coaches and all the 
members of the 2006/2007 Barton College 
men’s basketball team. 

Mr. Speaker, at this time I will sub-
mit for the RECORD the names of the 
coaches and the players. 

COACHES 
Ron Lievense (head), Joel Zimmerman, 

John Skinner, Mark Pounds. 
PLAYERS 

Sam Pounds, Jerrett Eason, Brandon Bar-
ton, Isaiah Cromwell, Errol Frails, Anthony 
Atkinson, Bobby Buffaloe, Spenser Briggs, 
Jeff Dalce, Brandon Raffel, Travis Johnson, 
Charles Gamble, Darrius Lee, Bobby McNeil, 
Brian Leggett, Alejo Barovero, David King, 
Mark Friscone, L.J. Dunn, Mike Flowers. 

Mr. Speaker, Barton College is proud 
of its college basketball history. Now, 
Barton College is part of North Caro-
lina’s rich basketball heritage. 

I close by asking my colleagues to 
support this resolution. And I again 
congratulate the Barton College Bull-
dogs for this great victory. 

Mr. HARE. Mr. Speaker, at this time, 
I yield such time as he may consume to 
my friend from North Carolina (Mr. 
BUTTERFIELD). 

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker, 
first let me thank the gentleman from 
Illinois for giving me this time to 
speak on this resolution today. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to 
join my friend, Congressman Walter 
Jones, and me in recognizing and con-
gratulating this year’s NCAA Division 
II men’s college basketball champions 
from my hometown of Wilson, North 
Carolina, Barton College. 

As Congressman JONES said a mo-
ment ago, he and I share Wilson Coun-
ty. And the campus is technically in 
my district, even though we both le-
gitimately hold claim to that great in-
stitution. 

In one of the most exciting basket-
ball games that I have ever seen in my 
life, Mr. Speaker, the Barton College 
Bulldogs captured its first national 
title after senior guard Anthony Atkin-
son scored his team’s final 10 points, 
including a layup at the buzzer, to 
rally Barton from a 74–67 deficit with 
just 45 seconds remaining. The improb-
able come-from-behind 77–75 victory 
was against a previously undefeated 
and defending national champion, Wi-
nona State University. 

Mr. Speaker, the game capped a tour-
nament full of last-second heroics for 
Barton College, as they won the semi-
final game by one point on a last-sec-
ond freethrow, and the quarterfinal 
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game on a buzzer-beating overtime 
three-pointer. 

The tournament followed an equally 
exciting 31–5 season in which Barton 
College became the first team in the 
history of the NCAA basketball to win 
four consecutive overtime games. 
Throughout the tournament and the 
season, the team showed heart, tough-
ness and tenacity and determination 
by finding ways to win no matter what 
the circumstances were. They have had 
tremendous and deserved support from 
a community that is so proud of this 
college and this team. As I was leaving 
Wilson yesterday, I stopped by the 
BB&T branch on West 9th Street and 
there was a large banner in front of the 
bank congratulating the Bulldogs. We 
are so proud of this team, and we want 
our Nation to know of our proud feel-
ing for this team. 

It is a great honor, therefore, Mr. 
Speaker, for me to recognize the suc-
cess, efforts and achievements of these 
outstanding young student athletes, 
and their head coach, a great indi-
vidual, Ron Lievense, and his staff. 
Their hard work and dedication to 
team work is something that we are all 
proud of in Wilson County and north-
eastern North Carolina. 

I ask my colleagues to rise and join 
me in paying tribute to the Barton Col-
lege basketball team. 

Mr. DAVID DAVIS of Tennessee. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. HARE. Mr. Speaker, I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. HARE) 
that the House suspend the rules and 
agree to the resolution, H. Res. 329. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

CHILD LABOR PROTECTION ACT 
OF 2007 

Mr. HARE. Mr. Speaker, I move to 
suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 2637) to amend the Fair Labor 
Standards Act, with respect to civil 
penalties for child labor violations. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 2637 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Child Labor 
Protection Act of 2007’’. 

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 16(e) of the Fair 
Labor Standards Act of 1938 (29 U.S.C. 216(e)) 
is amended to read as follows: 

‘‘(e)(1)(A) Any person who violates the pro-
visions of sections 12 or 13(c), relating to 
child labor, or any regulation issued pursu-
ant to such sections, shall be subject to a 
civil penalty not to exceed— 

‘‘(i) $11,000 for each employee who was the 
subject of such a violation; or 

‘‘(ii) $50,000 with regard to each such viola-
tion that causes the death or serious injury 
of any employee under the age of 18 years, 
which penalty may be doubled where the vio-
lation is a repeated or willful violation. 

‘‘(B) For purposes of subparagraph (A), the 
term ‘serious injury’ means— 

‘‘(i) permanent loss or substantial impair-
ment of one of the senses (sight, hearing, 
taste, smell, tactile sensation); 

‘‘(ii) permanent loss or substantial impair-
ment of the function of a bodily member, 
organ, or mental faculty, including the loss 
of all or part of an arm, leg, foot, hand or 
other body part; or 

‘‘(iii) permanent paralysis or substantial 
impairment that causes loss of movement or 
mobility of an arm, leg, foot, hand or other 
body part. 

‘‘(2) Any person who repeatedly or willfully 
violates section 6 or 7, relating to wages, 
shall be subject to a civil penalty not to ex-
ceed $1,100 for each such violation. 

‘‘(3) In determining the amount of any pen-
alty under this subsection, the appropriate-
ness of such penalty to the size of the busi-
ness of the person charged and the gravity of 
the violation shall be considered. The 
amount of any penalty under this sub-
section, when finally determined, may be— 

‘‘(A) deducted from any sums owing by the 
United States to the person charged; 

‘‘(B) recovered in a civil action brought by 
the Secretary in any court of competent ju-
risdiction, in which litigation the Secretary 
shall be represented by the Solicitor of 
Labor; or 

‘‘(C) ordered by the court, in an action 
brought for a violation of section 15(a)(4) or 
a repeated or willful violation of section 
15(a)(2), to be paid to the Secretary. 

‘‘(4) Any administrative determination by 
the Secretary of the amount of any penalty 
under this subsection shall be final, unless 
within 15 days after receipt of notice thereof 
by certified mail the person charged with the 
violation takes exception to the determina-
tion that the violations for which the pen-
alty is imposed occurred, in which event 
final determination of the penalty shall be 
made in an administrative proceeding after 
opportunity for hearing in accordance with 
section 554 of title 5, United States Code, and 
regulations to be promulgated by the Sec-
retary. 

‘‘(5) Except for civil penalties collected for 
violations of sections 12 or 13(c), sums col-
lected as penalties pursuant to this section 
shall be applied toward reimbursement of the 
costs of determining the violations and as-
sessing and collecting such penalties, in ac-
cordance with the provision of section 2 of 
the Act entitled ‘An Act to authorize the De-
partment of Labor to make special statis-
tical studies upon payment of the cost there-
of and for other purposes’ (29 U.S.C. 9a). Civil 
penalties collected for violations of sections 
12 or 13(c) shall be deposited in the general 
fund of the Treasury.’’. 

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments 
made by this section shall take effect on the 
date of the enactment of this Act. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Il-
linois (Mr. HARE) and the gentleman 
from Tennessee (Mr. DAVID DAVIS) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Illinois. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. HARE. Mr. Speaker, I request 5 

legislative days during which Members 
may insert materials relevant to H.R. 
2637 into the RECORD. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. HARE. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-

self such time as I may consume. 
(Mr. HARE asked and was given per-

mission to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. HARE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
in support of H.R. 2637, the Child Labor 
Protection Act of 2007. 

This bipartisan legislation is de-
signed to address the most serious 
child labor violations, deter repeat oc-
currences, and strengthen the enforce-
ment of laws to protect our Nation’s 
most vulnerable workers. 

This bill would increase the max-
imum penalty for child labor violations 
that lead to the death or serious injury 
of a minor from the current cap of 
$11,000 to $50,000 per violation. The bill 
would also permit the penalty to be 
doubled to $100,000 if it is determined 
that the violation was repeated or will-
ful. 

Additionally, the legislation amends 
the Fair Labor Standards Act to reflect 
the increases in penalties for child 
labor violations and for minimum wage 
and overtime violations. 

The current language in the FLSA 
provides limits of $10,000 for child labor 
violations, $1,000 for minimum wage 
and overtime violations. These pen-
alties were increased to $11,000 and 
$1,100, respectively, by the Federal 
Civil Penalties Inflation Act of 1990, as 
amended by the Debt Collection Im-
provement Act of 1996. The legislation 
before us today would simply conform 
the language of the FLSA to reflect 
these changes. 

The increase in maximum penalties 
for violation of child labor laws is an 
important first step in our efforts to 
protect the health and safety of the es-
timated 3.2 million workers under the 
age of 18. The National Institute For 
Occupational Safety and Health Ad-
ministration estimates that every year 
230,000 youth under the age of 18 sus-
tain workplace injuries, and between 60 
and 70 die from occupational accidents. 

b 1100 
This translates into a youth worker 

injury every 2 days and a fatality every 
5 days. 

Current penalties do not commu-
nicate an adequate level of govern-
mental concern for the health and safe-
ty of the working young and do not 
provide sufficient motivation for em-
ployers to ensure a safe and legal work-
place for youth. 

Given the pervasiveness of youth em-
ployment and injuries and the fact that 
the current maximum penalties are too 
low to demand compliance with child 
labor laws, this legislation represents 
an important improvement in our laws 
that will help provide a safer occupa-
tional environment for young workers 

Mr. Speaker, the Child Protection 
Act of 2007 was proposed by the admin-
istration and is supported by Edu-
cation and Labor Committee Chairman 
MILLER and Ranking Republican 
MCKEON, as well as Chairwoman WOOL-
SEY and Ranking Republican JOE 
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WILSON of the Subcommittee on Work-
force Protections. This bill represents 
an important first step in improving 
working conditions for our Nation’s 
youth, and I urge all Members to sup-
port the legislation. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. DAVID DAVIS of Tennessee. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield myself such time as I 
may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R. 
2637, the Child Labor Protection Act of 
2007, and I encourage my colleagues to 
do the same. I appreciate the work of 
Chairman MILLER and Chairwoman 
WOOLSEY, as well as the gentleman 
from California (Mr. MCKEON) and the 
gentleman from South Carolina (Mr. 
WILSON) in crafting this legislation. 

There is no one more vulnerable in 
our workforce than its youngest mem-
bers. While the employment of young 
workers is essential to instilling in 
them the work ethic and the value of a 
dollar, their collective safety must be 
the highest priority of our Nation’s 
employers and, indeed, the Nation as a 
whole. 

With this in mind, the measure be-
fore us would amend the Fair Labor 
Standards Act by increasing to $50,000 
the civil penalty for any type of child 
labor violation that causes a death or 
serious injury of an employee under 
the age of 18. The current maximum 
civil penalty is $11,000, and it is low by 
any reasonable estimation. So this up-
date is both prudent and necessary. 

Moreover, the legislation would allow 
the $50,000 penalty to be doubled up to 
a maximum of $100,000 for the willful 
and repeat violations that cause the 
death or serious injury of any child em-
ployed in violation of the Federal child 
labor standards. Once again, such an 
increase is both prudent and necessary. 

The measure before us is essential for 
the continuation of the Department of 
Labor’s ongoing focus on workplace 
safety for youth, and I commend Presi-
dent Bush for his work in this issue. 

Earlier this year, the Department 
submitted draft legislation similar to 
H.R. 2637, and before that, the Depart-
ment proposed new labor standards 
rules to cover nonagricultural occupa-
tions for employment of 14- and 15- 
year-olds, as well as occupations that 
place the well-being of employees 
under 18 years of age at risk. 

Mr. Speaker, we are making undeni-
able, bipartisan progress on updating 
our child labor laws. As the Bush ad-
ministration continues its work, the 
Child Labor Protection Act would pro-
vide it with additional tools to address 
serious child labor violations, decrease 
repeat occurrences and strengthen the 
overall enforcement of critical child 
labor laws. 

Again, I thank my colleagues for 
their work on this measure and urge 
passage of this bill in the House. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

MR. HARE. Mr. Speaker at this time 
I am honored to yield such time as she 

may consume to the gentlewoman from 
California (Ms. WOOLSEY), the sponsor 
of this very important piece of legisla-
tion. 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman from Illinois and thank 
our ranking member for making this 
possible this morning. 

As a member of the Committee on 
Education and Labor and as Chair of 
the Subcommittee on Workforce Pro-
tections, I truly am proud to have 
brought H.R. 2637 to the floor today. 

The Child Labor Protection Act of 
2007 is a narrowly drafted, bipartisan 
bill that increases penalties substan-
tially for violations of child labor pro-
tection provisions that actually cause 
death or serious injury. Although this 
legislation does not make the imposi-
tion of penalties mandatory, it leaves 
the decision of whether or not to assess 
penalties up to the Secretary of Labor, 
and it provides the Department with an 
additional enforcement tool to address 
the most serious labor violations. 

There is much more that must be 
done, Mr. Speaker, to strengthen our 
child labor laws, but this bill is a small 
first step. It is a beginning. 

Mr. DAVID DAVIS of Tennessee. Mr. 
Speaker, I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. HARE. Mr. Speaker, I yield back 
the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. HARE) 
that the House suspend the rules and 
pass the bill, H.R. 2637. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill was 
passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE CONTRIBU-
TIONS OF FATHERS IN THE 
HEALTHY DEVELOPMENT OF 
CHILDREN 
Mr. HARE. Mr. Speaker, I move to 

suspend the rules and agree to the reso-
lution (H. Res. 474) recognizing the im-
measurable contributions of fathers in 
the healthy development of children, 
supporting responsible fatherhood, and 
encouraging greater involvement of fa-
thers in the lives of their children, es-
pecially on Father’s Day. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 474 

Whereas fathers factor significantly in the 
lives of children; 

Whereas fathers play an important role in 
teaching their children life lessons and pre-
paring them to succeed in school and in life; 

Whereas children with involved fathers are 
more likely to do well in school, have a bet-
ter sense of well-being, and have fewer be-
havioral problems; 

Whereas supportive fathers promote the 
positive physical, social, emotional, and 
mental development of children; 

Whereas promoting responsible fatherhood 
can help increase the chances that children 
will grow up with two caring parents; 

Whereas, when fathers are actively in-
volved in the upbringing of children, the 
children demonstrate greater self-control 
and a greater ability to take initiative; 

Whereas responsible fatherhood can help 
reduce child poverty; 

Whereas responsible fatherhood strength-
ens families and communities; and 

Whereas Father’s Day is the third Sunday 
in June: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives— 

(1) commends the millions of fathers who 
serve as a wonderful, caring parent for their 
children; 

(2) calls on fathers across the United 
States to use Father’s Day to reconnect and 
rededicate themselves to their children’s 
lives, to spend Father’s Day with their chil-
dren, and to express their love and support 
for their children; 

(3) urges men to understand the level of re-
sponsibility fathering a child requires, espe-
cially in the encouragement of the moral, 
academic, and spiritual development of chil-
dren; and 

(4) encourages active involvement of fa-
thers in the rearing and development of their 
children, including the devotion of time, en-
ergy, and resources. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from Il-
linois (Mr. HARE) and the gentleman 
from Tennessee (Mr. DAVID DAVIS) each 
will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Illinois. 

Mr. HARE. Mr. Speaker, I yield my-
self such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recognize 
the immeasurable contributions of fa-
thers in the lives of children, especially 
as we prepare to celebrate Father’s 
Day this Sunday, June 17. While the 
amount of time a father spends with 
his child can be quantified, the total 
contribution to his child’s healthy de-
velopment cannot. Children with in-
volved fathers tend to do better in 
school, have fewer behavioral problems 
and demonstrate greater self-control. 

Supportive fathers also promote the 
positive physical, social, emotional, 
and mental development of their chil-
dren. Responsible fatherhood can in-
crease the chances children will grow 
up with two caring parents. Addition-
ally, it can lead to reduction in child 
poverty and strengthen families as well 
as communities. 

So as we come upon Father’s Day, we 
would like to recognize and thank the 
fathers throughout this country who 
play an active role in the lives of their 
children. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
pass House Resolution 474, recognizing 
the contributions of fathers in the 
healthy development of children, sup-
porting responsible fatherhood and en-
couraging greater involvement of fa-
thers in the lives of their children. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. DAVID DAVIS of Tennessee. Mr. 
Speaker, as a proud father of two, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in support 
of House Resolution 474, recognizing 
the immeasurable contribution of fa-
thers in the healthy development of 
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children, supporting responsible father-
hood, and encouraging greater involve-
ment of fathers in the lives of their 
children, especially on Father’s Day. 

William Shakespeare wrote, ‘‘It is a 
wise father that knows his own child.’’ 
The truism of these words is exceed-
ingly relevant today. The presence of 
two committed, involved parents con-
tributes directly to better academic 
performance, reduced substance abuse, 
less crime and delinquency, fewer emo-
tional and other behavioral problems, 
less risk of abuse and neglect and lower 
risk of teen suicide. 

The research is clear: Fathers factor 
significantly in the lives of their chil-
dren. There is simply no substitute for 
the love, involvement and commitment 
of a responsible father. 

The fathers of yesteryear thought 
that merely being a good provider 
meant that they were good fathers. Fa-
thers today have the responsibility to 
set aside quality time for their chil-
dren in ways that may contribute to 
happy memories that last a lifetime. 
Fathers realize that their time with 
children is really an investment in 
them. 

Being an involved father is good for 
children and good for fathers. And 
while each father is a unique person 
who parents in his own way and style, 
there are some characteristics that 
good fathers have in common. Good fa-
thers are involved in the lives of their 
children. They attend their children’s 
school events, games and activities. 
They also involve their children in 
their lives and the adult world by tak-
ing them to see the workplace, taking 
them along when the car needs to be 
repaired or involving them in decisions 
that affect the family. 

b 1110 

Good fathers set limits and are firm. 
They let their children know their be-
liefs and expectations but rely on ex-
planations and reasoning rather than 
force. Indeed, today’s lifestyles are 
changing. More and more fathers are 
effectively balancing their personal, 
work, and family times. Both children 
and fathers are realizing the impor-
tance of the father’s role, and there are 
ever-increasing amounts of research 
being conducted on the father’s role in 
today’s families. These findings docu-
ment the importance of the father’s 
role, the profound influence of fathers 
in children’s growth and development, 
and the characteristics that good fa-
thers have in common. 

Fathers play a significant role in 
shaping the character of their children. 
By spending time with their sons and 
daughters, being stern yet fair dis-
ciplinarians, and listening to their ex-
periences, fathers mold and shape their 
children into the men and women they 
will become. As advisers and role mod-
els, fathers help their children to un-
derstand the difference between right 
and wrong and to recognize how the de-
cisions they make today can affect the 
rest of their lives. Fathers instill im-

portant values that prepare their chil-
dren for the challenges and opportuni-
ties ahead by demonstrating true lead-
ership. Their love and devotion inspire 
the future generation of Americans to 
achieve their dreams and demonstrate 
the true spirit of our country. 

A father is one of the most important 
influences in a child’s life. On Father’s 
Day and every day, we honor our fa-
thers and celebrate the special bond be-
tween a father and a child. I am hon-
ored to rise today in support of this 
resolution and in honoring all of our 
fathers for the roles that they play and 
for the love they give. 

I ask my colleagues to support this 
resolution. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. HARE. Mr. Speaker, I request 5 

legislative days during which Members 
may insert materials relevant to House 
Resolution 474 into the RECORD. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Illinois? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. HARE. Mr. Speaker, I yield such 

time as he may consume to a member 
of the House Education and Labor 
Committee, my good friend, Represent-
ative DAVIS from Illinois. 

(Mr. DAVIS of Illinois asked and was 
given permission to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. DAVIS of Illinois. First of all, I 
want to thank my colleague, the gen-
tleman from Illinois, for yielding time, 
and I also want to commend him for 
the tremendous leadership that he con-
tinues to play, even as a new Member 
of Congress. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support 
of H. Res. 474 and take this opportunity 
to congratulate all of my colleagues 
who hold the honor and privilege of fa-
therhood. It is widely understood and 
acknowledged that the benefits of an 
actively involved father in the lives of 
children not only helps but plays a 
vital role in the formation of success-
ful youth and in the development of 
contributing members of society. It 
should come as no surprise that, ac-
cording to the U.S. Department of 
Health and Human Services, fatherless 
children are at a dramatically greater 
risk of drug and alcohol abuse. We 
know that fatherless children are twice 
as likely to drop out of school. Just 
over 41 percent of fatherless families 
with children are poor, while only 7 
percent of children headed by a mar-
ried couple are considered poor. Fur-
thermore, over two-thirds of mother- 
only families live twice below the pov-
erty line. 

Our work today and our work in Con-
gress should not only focus on ac-
knowledging fatherhood but it should 
focus on empowering fathers to have 
the capabilities and incentives to be 
more responsible for their children. 
Barriers to employment, such as a lack 
of high school or college degree, as well 
as criminal histories and substance 

abuse, all contribute to the lack of fa-
thers in the household and the lack of 
a regular source of income and the 
ability to contribute to the family. It 
is not enough to fill this room with 
words. The only way to improve the 
ever-increasing number of families 
without fathers is through targeting 
the problems that fathers face by going 
to the source. One way of doing this is 
through support of the Responsible Fa-
therhood and Healthy Families Act. 
Removing employment barriers for 
noncustodial parents, which mostly 
tend to be fathers, would be of tremen-
dous benefit. By funding grants to pro-
mote reasonable fatherhood, we are di-
rectly promoting the futures of inno-
cent children while concurrently 
strengthening the family. 

Social scientists have for years de-
bated the role of the father in the fam-
ily. It is consistently among the top in-
terest of psychologists. Leading profes-
sionals indicate that fathers provide 
role models for their sons to learn how 
to be a man, whereas girls need fathers 
to learn how to relate to a man in sig-
nificant ways. Fathers also tend to 
constrain and correct violent and anti-
social behavior better than anyone 
else, as well as challenge and promote 
such characteristics as independence, 
assertiveness, and achievement. But 
this is not a new phenomenon. George 
Herbert, the famous medieval poet and 
orator, understood. He said that one fa-
ther is more than a hundred school-
masters. How true that word is today. 

I conclude, Mr. Speaker, by remem-
bering the fact that every year I give 
away scholarships, money that we go 
out and kind of find for kids to go to 
college. And on the form, there is an 
application that says, put down the 
name of your mother and father, what 
they do. I must confess that I have 
been most disheartened, because in 
some instances children have written 
on the application form, DNA, meaning 
that the name of the father does not 
apply. In some instances they have 
even written ‘‘unknown.’’ Or in other 
instances they have written ‘‘irrele-
vant.’’ Or ‘‘does not matter.’’ If we are 
to strengthen families, if we are to 
strengthen our society, then we must 
find a way to help so many of the indi-
viduals who have been out of the pic-
ture to cop back in and take on their 
responsible role of fatherhood. 

I thank the gentleman again from Il-
linois for yielding time. I thank you, 
Mr. Speaker. And I also use this mo-
ment to say thank you to my own fa-
ther who died 2 years ago, 92 years old. 
Much of the reason that I stand here 
today is because of him. 

Mr. DAVID DAVIS of Tennessee. Mr. 
Speaker, I would like to yield as much 
time as he may consume to my good 
friend and fellow Tennessean, Mr. DUN-
CAN. 

Mr. DUNCAN. I want to first thank 
the gentleman from Tennessee for 
yielding me this time. I want to also 
commend the gentleman from North 
Carolina (Mr. MCINTYRE) for bringing 
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this resolution before us today and 
commend all of the cosponsors, Mr. 
DAVIS and others. 

Mr. Speaker, some people might 
think this is an insignificant resolu-
tion. I think there is probably very lit-
tle that we could talk about today that 
would be more important than father-
hood and the important role it plays in 
the life of this Nation. This was 
brought home to me most vividly in 
January 1981 when I became judge of 
the criminal court in Knox County, 
Tennessee, trying felony criminal 
cases, the murders, rapes, armed rob-
beries, the most serious cases. I was 
told that first day by Gary Tullock, 
the chief probation counselor for east 
Tennessee, 16 counties in east Ten-
nessee, that 98 percent of the defend-
ants in felony cases came from father- 
absent households. I’m not sure that it 
is quite that high, but I know it’s well 
over 90 percent. It’s the entire crime 
problem. 

I hasten to say that I know many 
good people have come from father-ab-
sent households, but I also know that 
children cannot raise themselves. And 
because 96 or 97 percent of the people 
plead guilty in criminal cases and then 
apply for probation, I went through 
over 10,000 cases in the 71⁄2 years that I 
served as judge. I cannot tell you how 
many times I read over and over and 
over and over again: ‘‘Defendant’s fa-
ther left home to get pack of cigarettes 
and never came back.’’ ‘‘Defendant’s 
father left home when defendant was 2 
and never returned.’’ 

And so I can say this, that father-ab-
sent households not only are the root 
of our crime problem, all the things 
like drugs and alcohol and all of that 
come secondary. I know there are ex-
ceptions to everything that you say, 
but we need to get into the minds of 
our young people and teach them how 
important it is that fathers don’t 
desert their children as so many mil-
lions of fathers have unfortunately 
over the years and have gone out of the 
lives of their children much to the det-
riment of those young people and to 
the detriment of this Nation. 

I support this resolution and I com-
mend all of those who have brought 
this to the floor today. 

b 1120 

Mr. HARE. Mr. Speaker, I yield such 
time as he may consume to the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr. MCIN-
TYRE). 

Mr. MCINTYRE. Mr. Speaker, I am 
honored to rise today in strong support 
of H. Res. 474, recognizing the immeas-
urable contributions of fathers in the 
healthy development of children, sup-
porting responsible fatherhood, and en-
couraging greater involvement of fa-
thers in the lives of our children, espe-
cially on this coming Father’s Day. 

I want to thank Chairman GEORGE 
MILLER, Ranking Member MCKEON, and 
all of the members on the Education 
and Labor Committee. And I would like 
to thank Mr. HARE for supporting this 

resolution and helping to bring it to 
the floor this week. I also want to 
thank the staff of the National Father-
hood Initiative for their assistance 
with this resolution and their tireless 
efforts on a year-around basis to pro-
mote responsible fatherhood across 
this great Nation. 

Father’s Day was first conceived in 
1909 by Sonora Dodd in Spokane, Wash-
ington. In 1966, President Lyndon John-
son issued a Presidential proclamation 
designating the third Sunday in June 
as Father’s Day. And in 1972, President 
Richard Nixon signed a public law 
making that public designation perma-
nent. 

Here in Congress I am grateful we 
have an opportunity to have a task 
force on fatherhood promotion that 
also works on a year-round basis with 
the National Fatherhood Initiative and 
with many Members of Congress on a 
bipartisan basis to support the positive 
initiatives of involving fathers in their 
children’s lives and honoring those fa-
thers on a national basis who have 
been upheld for making a difference in 
children’s lives everywhere. 

This is a task force that Congress-
man JOE PITTS and I started 11 years 
ago when we first came to Congress, 
and I am thrilled that over the last 
decade and past year that it has gone 
well, and we have an opportunity each 
year to come to the floor with a resolu-
tion such as this one. 

This Sunday, June 17, Americans will 
celebrate Father’s Day once again. We 
use this day to honor the contributions 
made by the estimated 64.3 million fa-
thers in the United States. We also use 
this day to encourage all fathers to re-
flect on the responsibility fathering a 
child requires and the importance of 
their involvement in the lives of their 
children. 

With two sons of my own, Joshua and 
Stephen, who have been here often on 
this floor, I know firsthand the rewards 
and responsibilities of being a father; 
and I am grateful, indeed, to my own 
father, Dr. Douglas McIntyre, back 
home in Lumberton, North Carolina, 
for his impact upon my life. 

It is only appropriate that Father’s 
Day be a tribute, that we here in the 
U.S. House of Representatives pass this 
resolution in recognition of the con-
tributions of fathers everywhere. I 
strongly encourage all of my col-
leagues to support this. 

Mr. DAVID DAVIS of Tennessee. Mr. 
Speaker, in honor of my own father, 
Lawrence Davis, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. HARE. Mr. Speaker, I just want 
to briefly close by saying something 
about my own father. 

As the gentleman from Tennessee 
was talking about his dad, I have three 
sisters, and I can remember my dad 
having to work three jobs to make ends 
meet for our family. I wouldn’t be here 
today if it weren’t for him. I miss him 
terribly. He has been gone a number of 
years, but today, as we honor fathers, I 
remember him and thank him. 

One thing my dad did every night 
when we had dinner, when he could 
make it, was to tell a joke to my three 
sisters and myself. He said this world is 
such a serious place to live in, every 
now and then you need to laugh and 
smile. I remember that each and every 
day. I hope my father gave me sense of 
humor that sometimes people find a 
little annoying. 

Mr. WELLER of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in strong support of H. Res. 474. As we 
approach Father’s Day weekend, it is appro-
priate for us to recognize the importance of fa-
thers in the lives of their children. Children 
who live with their fathers do better in school, 
are less likely to use drugs or engage in other 
criminal behavior, and are less likely to experi-
ence health, emotional, or behavioral prob-
lems. In so many ways, involved fathers pro-
vide needed support for their children and 
serve as role models as they develop. 

Unfortunately, too many children today do 
not live with or even frequently see their fa-
thers. This has forced millions of young moth-
ers across the Nation to single-handedly raise 
their children, struggling to provide them with 
the love and support needed to succeed in to-
day’s world. It is a sad reality that for millions 
of children, their mother has to play the role of 
both mom and dad, a task that is not only dif-
ficult for the mother but which despite her ef-
forts far too often results in that child living in 
poverty, among other challenges. 

To help address this situation, the 1996 wel-
fare reform law included promoting marriage 
and family formation and the maintenance of 
two-parent families as key purposes of welfare 
programs. 

Under the direction of the Ways and Means 
Committee on which I serve, legislation reau-
thorizing the 1996 welfare reform law in the 
last Congress included specific funding for 
healthy marriage and fatherhood grant pro-
grams to improve the well-being of children. 
These fatherhood grants were designed to 
promote responsible fatherhood by funding 
projects developed by public, private, and 
often faith-based groups to help fathers estab-
lish positive relationships with their children 
and the children’s mothers, improve job skills, 
increase child support payments, and promote 
marriage among parents. Activities can include 
counseling, mentoring, providing information 
about the benefits of marriage and two-parent 
involvement for children and the prevention of 
domestic violence and child abuse, financial 
planning seminars, and education on good 
parenting practices. 

Last October, the U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services announced $119 million 
in awards to 225 grantees for promotion of 
healthy marriages and responsible fatherhood. 
These grants are designed to make a dif-
ference in the lives of children, fathers, and 
families by supporting groups already at work 
trying to help men become better fathers. 

As we honor our own fathers this week, we 
should also thank those who are working 
every day to help more men become better fa-
thers. The last Congress took concrete steps 
to support them. In the congressional district I 
represent, a recent fatherhood event took 
place that is described in the June 11 Catholic 
News Service article, provided below. As ef-
forts such as this and those supported by the 
recent Federal grants take hold, we will be 
watching for evidence that more children are 
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spending every day, and not just Father’s Day, 
with an involved and supportive father. 

[From the Catholic News Service, June 11, 
2007] 

FATHERS’ INVOLVEMENT KEY IN LIVES OF 
CHILDREN, SAYS CATHOLIC CHARITIES CON-
FERENCE 

(By Paul Storer) 
JOLIET, IL. (CNS).—A convicted drug deal-

er, 28-year-old Exulam Holman knows his ac-
tions have caused pain to those closest to 
him. The father of three young children, 
former gang member and ex-addict was re-
leased three months ago from prison. Today, 
he is desperately trying to put his life in 
order. 

Holman’s painstaking quest to reclaim his 
life spurred him to take part in a fatherhood 
conference sponsored by Catholic Charities 
of the Diocese of Joliet. ‘‘I want to make 
things right for my kids,’’ he told the Catho-
lic Explorer, Joliet diocesan newspaper, dur-
ing the June 2 event. 

‘‘I’ve messed up,’’ he said. ‘‘But I’ve asked 
God to help me. I have to get myself right 
with God.’’ 

About 100 people attended the third annual 
conference, aimed at getting fathers more 
involved in the lives of their children, said 
Ronald Roseboro, site supervisor of early 
childhood services for Catholic Charities and 
coordinator of the event. 

Fathers of children in the agency’s early 
childhood programs were encouraged to at-
tend the gathering, said Roseboro. Other fa-
thers from Joliet and surrounding commu-
nities were also invited to attend. 

The presence of two nurturing parents 
minimizes the possibility their children will 
abuse drugs or alcohol, join gangs or involve 
themselves in other dangerous situations, 
said Roseboro. A father’s leadership and 
guidance has a definite impact on his chil-
dren’s lives, he continued. ‘‘It’s like dropping 
a pebble into a pond and watching the ripples 
it makes.’’ 

Guest speakers from diverse backgrounds 
led various workshops during the conference. 

A father of five, Rev. Eugene Fears, pastor 
of Joliet’s Redeem Church of God in Christ, 
spoke of healthy relationships. The no-non-
sense preacher relied on his own experiences 
to build a case for sound communication and 
devotion between spouses. 

‘‘A commitment pushes through adver-
sity,’’ he told conference participants. He 
urged the men to ‘‘learn to make adjust-
ments’’ and to avoid ‘‘self-centered’’ atti-
tudes. ‘‘We need to learn to give of our-
selves,’’ Rev. Fears said. 

Fathers who leave and don’t compensate 
their families are often called ‘‘deadbeat 
dads,’’ but the reality is they are often sim-
ply ‘‘dead broke,’’ Warren Cottrell, director 
of the Joliet branch of the Illinois Child Sup-
port Enforcement program, said in an inter-
view with the Explorer. He was on hand to 
field questions from participants during the 
conference. 

Most fathers understand their responsibil-
ities. They choose to turn their backs on 
their families, however, when they realize 
they cannot adequately provide for them. 
‘‘It’s the male ego,’’ said Cottrell. 

Applauding Catholic Charities for broach-
ing the topic with the conference, the admin-
istrator noted that fathers must be encour-
aged to do the right thing. 

Cottrell said the welfare system in Illinois 
has many cracks. Jobless fathers are leaving 
their families so mothers can qualify for 
government aid. There are countless pro-
grams for single mothers in need of assist-
ance. At the. same time, government pro-
grams need to be created to educate fathers 
and provide them with skills to remain with 
their families, he said. 

Darnell Terrell’s children participate in 
the Catholic Charities Head Start program 
at St. John’s Head Start Center in Joliet. 
The owner of a disc-jockey business and fa-
ther of six praised the other men who at-
tended the conference. ‘‘It takes a real man 
to listen to others about fatherhood respon-
sibilities.’’ 

Kenneth White and Donald Waddell, 
human services consultants and family coun-
selors, shared startling statistics compiled 
by the National Fatherhood Initiative during 
their workshop. The findings highlight the 
fact that the absence of fathers has a serious 
effect on families. 

More than 70 percent of teens who have 
committed homicide grew up without fa-
thers. Approximately 60 percent of rapists 
were raised in fatherless homes. Three out of 
four teen suicides occur in single-parent 
families. And the list goes on and on, they 
said. 

Substance abuse fuels domestic problems 
that work to break families apart, according 
to the two experts in the field. Presenting a 
workshop on the effects of addiction on fa-
therhood, White and Waddell described the 
impact that narcotics and alcohol have on 
the family unit and discussed some proven 
methods for combating the problem. 

Addiction among parents needs to be ad-
dressed and curbed, Waddell told the Ex-
plorer, because children of parents who abuse 
drugs often become addicted themselves dur-
ing adolescence and later in life. ‘‘We want 
to break that cycle,’’ he said. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. HARE) 
that the House suspend the rules and 
agree to the resolution, H. Res. 474. 

The question was taken. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the 

opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being 
in the affirmative, the ayes have it. 

Mr. HARE. Mr. Speaker, on that I de-
mand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX and the 
Chair’s prior announcement, further 
proceedings on this question will be 
postponed. 

f 

SUPPORTING THE GOALS AND 
IDEALS OF NATIONAL INTERNET 
SAFETY MONTH 

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker, I 
move to suspend the rules and agree to 
the resolution (H. Res. 455) supporting 
the goals and ideals of National Inter-
net Safety Month, as amended. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The text of the resolution is as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 455 

Whereas, on May 16, 2007, the United States 
Senate passed a resolution designating June 
2007 as ‘‘National Internet Safety Month’’; 

Whereas there are more than 1,000,000,000 
Internet users worldwide; 

Whereas, in the United States, 35,000,000 
children in kindergarten through grade 12 
have Internet access; 

Whereas approximately 80 percent of the 
children of the United States in grades 5 
through 12 are online for at least 1 hour per 
week; 

Whereas approximately 41 percent of stu-
dents in grades 5 through 12 do not share 

with their parents what they do on the Inter-
net; 

Whereas approximately 24 percent of stu-
dents in grades 5 through 12 have hidden 
their online activities from their parents; 

Whereas approximately 31 percent of the 
students in grades 5 through 12 have the skill 
to circumvent Internet filter software; 

Whereas 61 percent of the students admit 
to using the Internet unsafely or inappropri-
ately; 

Whereas 20 percent of middle school and 
high school students have met face-to-face 
with someone they first met online; 

Whereas 23 percent of students know some-
one who has been bullied online; 

Whereas 56 percent of parents feel that on-
line bullying of children is an issue that 
needs to be addressed; 

Whereas 47 percent of parents feel that 
their ability to monitor and shelter their 
children from inappropriate material on the 
Internet is limited; and 

Whereas 61 percent of parents want to be 
more personally involved with Internet safe-
ty: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the House of Representa-
tives— 

(1) supports the goals and ideals of recog-
nizing National Internet Safety Month; 

(2) recognizes that National Internet Safe-
ty Month provides the citizens of the United 
States with an opportunity to learn more 
about— 

(A) the dangers of the Internet; and 
(B) the importance of being safe and re-

sponsible online; 
(3) commends and recognizes national and 

community organizations for— 
(A) promoting awareness of the dangers of 

the Internet; and 
(B) providing information and training 

that develops critical thinking and decision- 
making skills that are needed to use the 
Internet safely; and 

(4) calls on parents, educators, Internet 
safety organizations, law enforcement, com-
munity leaders, and volunteers to increase 
their efforts to raise the level of awareness 
for the need for online safety in the United 
States. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
North Carolina (Mr. BUTTERFIELD) and 
the gentleman from Florida (Mr. 
STEARNS) each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from North Carolina. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker, I 

ask unanimous consent that all Mem-
bers may have 5 legislative days in 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material 
on the resolution under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from North Carolina? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, June is National Inter-
net Safety Month, and the resolution 
before us today highlights this designa-
tion. As a member of the Commerce, 
Trade and Consumer Protection Sub-
committee of the Energy and Com-
merce Committee, I want to commend 
the gentlewoman from Illinois (Ms. 
BEAN) for introducing this resolution 
and for her efforts to protect our chil-
dren from the lurking dangers on the 
Internet. 
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It is not hyperbole to say that the 

Internet is the most powerful tool ever 
developed for disseminating informa-
tion to as many people as possible. Not 
since the invention of radio or, per-
haps, since even the printing press, has 
a technological development so radi-
cally altered the means by which we 
spread information to the general pub-
lic. 

Moreover, the Internet has com-
pletely revolutionized the way in which 
we communicate with each other on an 
individualized basis. Not since the in-
vention of the telephone has a tech-
nology revolutionized the way in which 
we interact with each other, one on 
one, regardless of distance or geog-
raphy. 

But, of course, with such great revo-
lutions, there are always drawbacks. 
There will always be some who take 
advantage of the profound benefits pro-
vided by technology and use it for ne-
farious purposes. As marvelous as the 
Internet and the World Wide Web have 
become as a means of empowering ordi-
nary people to communicate ideas in a 
manner that was once unimaginable, 
the Internet has also becoming a breed-
ing ground, yes, a breeding ground for 
poisonous messages and images. It has 
become the modern, virtual wild, wild 
west where cyberbandits and thieves 
roam to prey on unsuspecting con-
sumers by deception and by extracting 
from them sensitive private informa-
tion. 

And at its very worst, the Internet 
and the World Wide Web can be a com-
plete snakepit, full of predators and 
scum who would prey on the most in-
nocent and vulnerable members of our 
society, our children. 

Mr. Speaker, H. Res. 455 supports the 
goals and ideals of National Internet 
Safety Month. The resolution before us 
recognizes the many national and com-
munity organizations that exist to edu-
cate parents and children on what 
steps they can take to protect their 
families from unsuitable content and 
from online predators. 

The Federal Trade Commission is the 
crown jewel of the Federal Govern-
ment’s mission to protect consumers, 
and has played a critical role in this re-
gard. In addition to its ongoing efforts 
to crack down on cybercrime, the Com-
mission has engaged in a public rela-
tions campaign to promote awareness 
and online safety habits. 

The FTC has established a 1–800 num-
ber which serves as a help line and as 
the designee where consumers can file 
complaints. Moreover, the Commission 
has set up a special Web site, 
www.OnGuardOnline.gov—that is 
www.OnGuardOnline.gov—to provide 
tips to consumers in protecting them-
selves and their children from Internet 
fraud. 

Lastly, Mr. Speaker, the FTC is en-
gaged in a public awareness campaign 
to promote Internet safety through a 
child-friendly mascot named ‘‘Dewie 
the Turtle,’’ much the same way 
Smokey the Bear successfully pro-
moted the prevention of forest fires. 

In addition to the FTC’s efforts, nu-
merous private and community-based 
organizations exist to educate and em-
power parents, young children and 
teenagers to have a safe, wholesome 
Internet experience. 

b 1130 

They all provide a commendable 
service that parents and consumers 
should use to help empower themselves 
against Internet dangers. These organi-
zations are listed on the FTC’s Web 
site, and I will include the list into the 
RECORD at this point. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

To learn more about staying safe online, 
visit the following organizations: 

Federal Trade Commission— 
www.OnGuardOnline.gov—The FTC works 
for the consumer to prevent fraudulent, de-
ceptive, and unfair business practices in the 
marketplace and to provide information to 
help consumers spot, stop, and avoid them. 
To file a complaint or to get free informa-
tion on consumer issues, visit ftc.gov or call 
toll-free, 1–877–FTC-HELP (1–877–382–4357); 
TTY: 1–866–653–4261. The FTC enters Inter-
net, telemarketing, identity theft, and other 
fraud-related complaints into Consumer Sen-
tinel, a secure, online database available to 
hundreds of civil and criminal law enforce-
ment agencies in the U.S. and abroad. 

The FTC manages OnGuardOnline.gov, 
which provides practical tips from the fed-
eral government and the technology indus-
try to help you be on guard against Internet 
fraud, secure your computer, and protect 
your personal information. 

GetNetWise—www.getnetwise.org— 
GetNetWise is a public service sponsored by 
Internet industry corporations and public in-
terest organizations to help ensure that 
Internet users have safe, constructive, and 
educational or entertaining online experi-
ences. The GetNetWise coalition wants 
Internet users to be just ‘‘one click away’’ 
from the resources they need to make in-
formed decisions about their and their fam-
ily’s use of the Internet. 

Internet Keep Safe Coalition— 
www.iKeepSafe.org—iKeepSafe.org, home of 
Faux Paw the Techno Cat, is a coalition of 49 
governors/first spouses, law enforcement, the 
American Medical Association, the Amer-
ican Academy of Pediatrics, and other asso-
ciations dedicated to helping parents, edu-
cators, and caregivers by providing tools and 
guidelines to teach children the safe and 
healthy use of technology. The organiza-
tion’s vision is to see generations of children 
worldwide grow up safely using technology 
and the Internet. 

i-SAFE—www.i-safe.org—Founded in 1998 
and endorsed by the U.S. Congress, i-SAFE is 
a non-profit foundation dedicated to pro-
tecting the online experiences of youth ev-
erywhere. i-SAFE incorporates classroom 
curriculum with dynamic community out-
reach to empower students, teachers, par-
ents, law enforcement, and concerned adults 
to make the Internet a safer place. Join 
them today in the fight to safeguard chil-
dren’s online experience. 

National Center for Missing and Exploited 
Children—www.missingkids.com; 
www.netsmartz.org—NCMEC is a private, 
non-profit organization that helps prevent 
child abduction and sexual exploitation; 
helps find missing children; and assists vic-
tims of child abduction and sexual exploi-
tation, their families, and the professionals 
who serve them. 

National Crime Prevention Council— 
www.ncpc.org; www.mcgruff.org—The Na-

tional Crime Prevention Council (NCPC) is a 
private, nonprofit organization whose pri-
mary mission is to enable people to create 
safer and more caring communities by ad-
dressing the causes of crime and violence and 
reducing the opportunities for crime to 
occur. Among many crime prevention issues, 
NCPC addresses Internet Safety with kids 
and parents through www.mcgruff.org and 
public service advertising under the National 
Citizens’ Crime Prevention Campaign—sym-
bolized by McGruff the Crime Dog and his 
‘‘Take A Bite Out Of Crime.’’ 

National Cyber Security Alliance— 
www.staysafeonline.org—NCSA is a non- 
profit organization that provides tools and 
resources to empower home users, small 
businesses, and schools, colleges, and univer-
sities to stay safe online. A public-private 
partnership, NCSA members include the De-
partment of Homeland Security, the Federal 
Trade Commission, and many private-sector 
corporations and organizations. 

staysafe—www.staysafe.org— 
staysafe.org—is an educational site intended 
to help consumers understand both the posi-
tive aspects of the Internet as well as how to 
manage a variety of safety and security 
issues that exist online. 

Wired Safety—www.wiredsafety.org— 
WiredSafety.org is an Internet safety and 
help group. Comprised of unpaid volunteers 
around the world, WiredSafety.org provides 
education, assistance, and awareness on all 
aspects of cybrcrime and abuse, privacy, se-
curity, and responsible technology use. It is 
also the parent group of Teenangels.org, 
FBI-trained teens and preteens who promote 
Internet safety. 

The measure before us today, Mr. 
Speaker, encourages consumers and 
parents to take advantage of these re-
sources. 

Again, I want to thank my good 
friend from Illinois, Congresswoman 
BEAN. She’s such a champion on this 
issue. I want to thank her for this reso-
lution, and I hope the House will see fit 
to pass this measure in expeditious 
fashion. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to thank my col-
league from North Carolina and his 
comments and obviously thank our col-
league from Illinois (Ms. BEAN) for 
bringing this very important resolu-
tion to the House floor. I’m happy to 
rise in support of this resolution and 
emphasize, I believe, its important 
goals for my colleagues today. 

As all of us know, the Internet is a 
wonderful tool for business, obviously 
for education, and for recreation. How-
ever, we have also learned the Internet 
can be a wonderful tool for not-so-won-
derful different people. There are the 
general mischief makers, hackers seek-
ing a cheap thrill, personal identity 
thieves that we know about and, most 
repugnant, stalkers and child preda-
tors. 

But despite the plethora of informa-
tion out there, many people are still 
unaware of the significant dangers the 
Internet poses to our children. Children 
themselves are often unaware of the 
danger, but are of a—well, you know, it 
won’t happen to me—type of thinking. 

That mindset can lead to trouble, 
and we’ve seen that in the NBC pro-
gram, ‘‘To Catch a Predator,’’ in which 
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we’ve seen the insidious operations in 
which these child predators come in 
looking for the child, the teenager, and 
they’re caught right on camera. So 
that camera has illustrated the prob-
lems that we have with the Internet 
and the dangers. 

Not coincidentally, June is also the 
month many of our children leave 
school for 3 months of vacation and 
recreation. So we need to raise aware-
ness of the danger to our children, to 
our parents, and that’s why June is an 
appropriate time for National Internet 
Safety Month. 

With less time in the classroom, 
these children spend more time obvi-
ously on computers. Parents are the 
first and most effective defense pro-
tecting our Nation’s children. Most of 
us here in Congress are working par-
ents. Our children are back in the dis-
trict. We know we cannot look over 
them all the time, and perhaps the 
spouse is working also. So while we 
can’t look over our children’s shoulder 
every hour of the day, we certainly 
should put in place the software and 
the protection in our computer, as well 
as awareness of the child, of the insid-
ious nature of the Internet and the evil 
people that are out there that are 
stalking our children. 

So this resolution is meant to bring 
attention to the Internet dangers of 
cyberstalking, cyberbullying and 
cyberchild predators. In conjunction 
with our efforts, a number of organiza-
tions, both private and government, 
have launched public awareness cam-
paigns with information related to Na-
tional Internet Safety Month. I ap-
plaud the efforts of the multiple online 
safety organizations, industry-wide, 
and the Department of Justice’s Na-
tional Criminal Justice Reference 
Service for their efforts, and I think 
the American public should be aware 
that the National Criminal Justice 
Reference Service is available through 
the Department of Justice, and you can 
go online to the Department of Justice 
to find out more about this service. 

The dangers of the Internet exist 
year-round and require vigilance in our 
defense year-round. At the same time, 
it is important for us to send a strong 
reminder to parents and children of the 
very threats of the Internet as our chil-
dren begin their summer vacations and 
have more free, often unsupervised, 
time to explore cyberspace. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time, 

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker, I 
am pleased to yield 6 minutes to the 
gentlewoman from Illinois (Ms. BEAN), 
the author of this resolution. 

Ms. BEAN. Mr. Speaker, I thank the 
gentleman from North Carolina for 
yielding. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today in strong 
support of H. Res. 455, which supports 
the goals and ideals of National Inter-
net Safety Month. Following the lead 
of the Senate, I’m proud that the 
House of Representatives will recognize 
June 2007 as National Internet Safety 

Month with passage of my resolution 
today. 

I want to thank Chairman DINGELL 
and the resolution’s cosponsors, Rep-
resentatives UPTON, GREEN, SHIMKUS, 
MATHESON, DONNELLY and GILLIBRAND, 
for their help bringing to the floor this 
resolution on Internet safety. 

The Internet is a wonderful resource 
for our children. Over 35 million stu-
dents have access to the Internet and 
use it every day to expand their knowl-
edge beyond what they can learn in 
textbooks and in the classroom. In ad-
dition, the Internet allows kids to stay 
connected with their friends when not 
at school. 

The Internet has increased produc-
tivity and opened a new world of oppor-
tunities for our children; but at the 
same time, it has opened a world of 
dangers. These threats, whether it be 
unwanted online solicitations, Internet 
scams or cyberbullying, are dangerous 
and real. In order for our children to be 
protected from the dangers of the 
Internet, we must work together to 
raise awareness of Internet safety. 

As noted in today’s resolution, 41 
percent of middle and high school stu-
dents do not tell their parents about 
their Internet communications; 61 per-
cent of students admit to using the 
Internet unsafely or inappropriately; 
and of most concern, 20 percent of mid-
dle school and high school students 
have met face-to-face with someone 
they first met online. 

In recent studies conducted by the 
Department of Justice, one in seven 
children between the ages of 10 and 17 
received a sexual solicitation online 
and one in 25, or essentially one per 
classroom, have received an aggressive 
sexual solicitation when a predator 
calls them on the phone, sends them 
gifts, or requests a meeting. 

Fortunately, our schools, nonprofits, 
local, State and Federal governments, 
and concerned corporate citizens have 
been actively engaging children on 
Internet safety. Programs vary, but all 
emphasize the importance of pro-
tecting personal information, keeping 
parents informed of Internet actions, 
and being careful who you talk to on-
line. 

For the last 21⁄2 years, I have hosted 
Internet safety forums for kids and 
adults in my own congressional dis-
trict. Having teenage daughters of my 
own, I discovered while they enjoyed 
the opportunity to express themselves 
with popular networking sites, they 
had no appreciation for the dangers 
that lurked there. Whenever I meet 
with students from my district, I al-
ways emphasize tips for how to stay 
online. 

We have a little bookmarker that we 
distribute to children across the dis-
trict giving them safety tips. Some of 
those include, number one, not sharing 
passwords or personal identifying in-
formation, and they really don’t appre-
ciate that while this is a site that al-
lows them to connect with friends, of-
tentimes predators are using these 

sites as online shopping catalogs for 
potential victims, and by sharing infor-
mation, they’re setting themselves up 
as just that potential victim. 

We also talked to children about 
while trustworthiness is one of the pil-
lars of character that many schools in-
still in their own character develop-
ment programs, that that trust-
worthiness is not something that any-
one they have met on the Internet is 
deserving of because oftentimes they’re 
not who they say they are, and the 14- 
year-old from the school across town 
very well in many cases is a 38-year-old 
predator from out of State. 

We also tell them to avoid posting 
pictures online. Again, they’re sharing 
pictures of activities and themselves 
with their friends, but those pictures 
are often taken out of context and they 
have no control over how they’re used, 
where they’re used, who they’re used 
by. And we also remind particularly 
our high schoolers that not only col-
leges but future employers will be 
looking on these networking sites to 
see the pictures they have posted; and 
while they may think these are private 
or they can take those pictures back, 
through the use of technology, in most 
cases they can’t. Once they’re out 
there, they can’t get those back. 

Besides educating children about 
Internet safety, it’s as important to in-
form parents how to keep their kids 
safe online. The sad reality is children 
know far more about the Internet and 
they’re much more comfortable with 
computer usage than we as parents 
tend to be, but we have to work at it. 

Approximately 50 percent of parents 
admit that they do not properly mon-
itor their children’s Internet activity 
and they don’t use filter, blocking or 
monitoring software on their home 
computers. Parents need to be engaged 
and ask their children what they’re 
doing online. 

b 1140 
We all remember, and our children 

remember, stranger danger. We cer-
tainly have all, as parents, encouraged 
them never to talk to strangers at the 
playground. The playground has gotten 
a lot bigger, and now those strangers 
can come right into our home, and in 
some cases, our children’s bedrooms, 
which is also why we encourage par-
ents not to put computers in their chil-
dren’s rooms but to put them in a pub-
lic place. 

Finally, install filter blocking and 
monitoring software to prevent chil-
dren from visiting dangerous sites. 

In addition to today’s resolution, I 
have introduced legislation that will 
expand the FTC’s resources to create 
public awareness with a national cam-
paign to help kids, teachers and par-
ents protect themselves. 

In closing, I urge my colleagues to 
support H. Res. 455 and encourage them 
to use Internet National Safety Month 
as an opportunity to support the ef-
forts of our local, State and Federal 
government, local and national non-
profit organizations, and concerned 
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corporate citizens in promoting Inter-
net safety. 

Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Speaker, I just 
want to commend the gentlelady for 
her statistics that she brings forward. I 
think many of us, when you hear 1 in 
25, that doesn’t sound too bad, but that 
one person out of 25 could be your son 
or daughter, and it would be a tragedy. 
The statistics bring home to all of us, 
particularly people that have seen our 
children grow up and use the Internet. 

I would also suggest that she make 
available to all Members a copy of that 
bookmark. I think that bookmark is a 
terrific idea, and I think a lot of Mem-
bers who have young children certainly 
could use that bookmark back in their 
district. Again, I think what she is 
doing is very important. 

In the committee that I am ranking 
member of, the Subcommittee on Com-
merce, Trade and Consumer Protec-
tion, we have passed out of the sub-
committee, the full committee, and in 
the House recently, the spyware bill, 
H.R. 964. This bill obviously is about 
spyware that’s used to penetrate your 
computer and to find out different 
pieces of information about what you 
are doing that can be used for 
cyberstalking. 

I want to applaud the House for vot-
ing overwhelmingly. I think it was 
over 360 Members voted for spyware. I 
urge the Senate to pass the spyware 
bill and bring it to conference, so that 
we can get it to the President’s desk. 

This would go also towards pre-
venting the cyberstalking, some of the 
things we see here, and which we are 
seeking with Internet Safety Month. 

Again, I thank the gentlelady for her 
efforts here. 

Mr. BARTON of Texas. I am pleased to 
offer my support of H. Res. 455 offered by my 
colleague, Representative MELISSA BEAN. 

The power of the Internet has revolutionized 
communications and affected the lives of peo-
ple in every comer of the planet. It does more 
good than most of us can imagine. It’s also no 
secret that the Internet also can be dan-
gerous, especially for trusting children who go 
online without parents or teachers looking over 
their shoulders. 

Studies say that more than a billion people 
use the Internet, and none of us need a study 
to know that some of them are wretched pred-
ators. In the United States, 35,000,000 chil-
dren in kindergarten through 12th grade have 
Internet access. Of those students, 61 percent 
admit to using the Internet unsafely or inap-
propriately. As many as 47 percent of parents 
feel unable to fully monitor and shelter their 
children from inappropriate material. 

We on the Energy and Commerce Com-
mittee are acutely aware of the Internet’s 
value to commerce and communication, but 
we have also seen the evil that people can do 
when they use the Internet to attract and 
abuse children. And yet many parents and 
children are simply unaware of hazards that 
exist only one click away. 

We want our children to feel safe at home, 
and they do, but that sense of safety can also 
cause them to let down their guard with the 
strangers they meet by computer. The con-
sequences can range from unhappy experi-

ences with cyber-bullying to tragic involvement 
in kiddy porn. 

June is National Internet Safety Month, a 
time used to promote education and aware-
ness of these issues and stress their prevent-
ability through an ad campaign. The campaign 
focuses on advice to parents in educating their 
children on the dangers of the Internet along 
with true stories of children succumbing to 
predators. It also provides important links and 
information on how to report an offender. 

H. Res. 455, promoting National Internet 
Safety Month, commends national and com-
munity organizations for promoting awareness 
of the dangers of the Internet and providing in-
formation and training that develops critical 
thinking and decision making skills that are 
necessary in order to safely utilize the Inter-
net. The House also recognizes the continued 
involvement of parents, educators, law en-
forcement, and community leaders as vital to 
the online safety of America’s children. 

Designating June as National Internet Safe-
ty Month reminds us that we should always be 
on guard to protect our children from potential 
online threats. 

Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Mr. BUTTERFIELD. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from North Carolina 
(Mr. BUTTERFIELD) that the House sus-
pend the rules and agree to the resolu-
tion, H. Res. 455, as amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the resolu-
tion, as amended, was agreed to. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

TRUTH IN CALLER ID ACT OF 2007 

Mr. MARKEY. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to suspend the rules and pass the bill 
(H.R. 251) to amend the Communica-
tions Act of 1934 to prohibit manipula-
tion of caller identification informa-
tion, and for other purposes, as amend-
ed. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The text of the bill is as follows: 

H.R. 251 

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, 
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE. 

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Truth in 
Caller ID Act of 2007’’. 
SEC. 2. PROHIBITION REGARDING MANIPULA-

TION OF CALLER IDENTIFICATION 
INFORMATION. 

Section 227 of the Communications Act of 
1934 (47 U.S.C. 227) is amended— 

(1) by redesignating subsections (e), (f), and 
(g) as subsections (f), (g), and (h), respec-
tively; and 

(2) by inserting after subsection (d) the fol-
lowing new subsection: 

‘‘(e) PROHIBITION ON PROVISION OF DECEP-
TIVE CALLER IDENTIFICATION INFORMATION.— 

‘‘(1) IN GENERAL.—It shall be unlawful for 
any person within the United States, in con-
nection with any telecommunications serv-
ice or VOIP service, to cause any caller iden-
tification service to transmit misleading or 
inaccurate caller identification information, 
with the intent to defraud or cause harm. 

‘‘(2) PROTECTION FOR BLOCKING CALLER IDEN-
TIFICATION INFORMATION.—Nothing in this 
subsection may be construed to prevent or 
restrict any person from blocking the capa-
bility of any caller identification service to 
transmit caller identification information. 

‘‘(3) REGULATIONS.— 
‘‘(A) DEADLINE.—Not later than 6 months 

after the enactment of this subsection, the 
Commission shall prescribe regulations to 
implement this subsection. 

‘‘(B) CONSIDERATION OF RELATED REGULA-
TIONS.—In conducting the proceeding to pre-
scribe the regulations required by subpara-
graph (A) of this paragraph, the Commission 
shall examine whether the Commission’s 
regulations under subsection (b)(2)(B) of this 
section should be revised to require non- 
commercial calls to residential telephone 
lines using an artificial or pre-recorded voice 
to deliver a message to transmit caller iden-
tification information that is not misleading 
or inaccurate. 

‘‘(4) EFFECT ON OTHER LAWS.—Nothing in 
this subsection shall be construed to author-
ize or prohibit any investigative, protective, 
or intelligence activities performed in con-
nection with official duties, and in accord-
ance with all applicable laws, by a law en-
forcement agency of the United States, a 
State, or a political subdivision of a State, 
or by an intelligence agency of the United 
States. 

‘‘(5) SAVINGS PROVISION.—Except for para-
graph (3)(B), nothing in this subsection may 
be construed to affect or alter the applica-
tion of the Commission’s regulations regard-
ing the requirements for transmission of 
caller identification information, issued pur-
suant to the Telephone Consumer Protection 
Act of 1991 (Public Law 102–243) and the 
amendments made by such Act. 

‘‘(6) DEFINITIONS.—For purposes of this sub-
section: 

‘‘(A) CALLER IDENTIFICATION INFORMA-
TION.—The term ‘caller identification infor-
mation’ means information provided to an 
end user by a caller identification service re-
garding the telephone number of, or other in-
formation regarding the origination of, a 
call made using a telecommunications serv-
ice or VOIP service. 

‘‘(B) CALLER IDENTIFICATION SERVICE.—The 
term ‘caller identification service’ means 
any service or device designed to provide the 
user of the service or device with the tele-
phone number of, or other information re-
garding the origination of, a call made using 
a telecommunications service or VOIP serv-
ice. Such term includes automatic number 
identification services. 

‘‘(C) VOIP SERVICE.—The term ‘VOIP serv-
ice’ means a service that— 

‘‘(i) provides real-time voice communica-
tions transmitted through end user equip-
ment using TCP/IP protocol, or a successor 
protocol, for a fee or without a fee; 

‘‘(ii) is offered to the public, or such classes 
of users as to be effectively available to the 
public (whether part of a bundle of services 
or separately); and 

‘‘(iii) has the capability to originate traffic 
to, or terminate traffic from, the public 
switched telephone network.’’. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from 
Massachusetts (Mr. MARKEY) and the 
gentleman from Florida (Mr. STEARNS) 
each will control 20 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Massachusetts. 

Mr. MARKEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
myself as much time as I may con-
sume. 
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Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of this 

bill which I offer today with an amend-
ment under suspension of the rules. 
This is a consensus, noncontroversial 
bill, and it is sponsored by our col-
league, Representative ELIOT ENGEL 
from the State of New York. A similar 
bill, sponsored by full Energy and Com-
merce Ranking Member JOE BARTON, 
passed the House in the last Congress 
unanimously. 

I want to commend Telecommuni-
cations and the Internet Subcommittee 
Ranking Member FRED UPTON for his 
work and cooperation on this measure, 
and I commend full committee Chair-
man JOHN DINGELL for his excellent ef-
forts on this bill as well. 

This legislation addresses issues re-
garding so-called ‘‘caller ID spoofing.’’ 
‘‘Spoofing’’ is when a caller masks or 
changes the caller ID information of 
their call in a way that disguises the 
true origination number of the caller. 
In many instances, a call recipient may 
be subject to pretexting through spoof-
ing, which can lead to fraud, personal 
ID theft, harassment or otherwise put 
the safety of the call recipient in dan-
ger. 

On the other hand, lest we think that 
spoofing always has nefarious aims, we 
must recognize that there may be cir-
cumstances when a person’s safety may 
be put in danger if their true and accu-
rate call origination information is dis-
closed as well. 

For instance, Members of Congress 
often have direct lines in their offices 
in order to ensure that such lines do 
not become generally public and, 
therefore, remain useful to us. It may 
be necessary to keep such direct num-
bers confidential and have the outgoing 
caller ID information indicate a dif-
ferent number at which offices can be 
reached for return calls; that gives the 
recipient a legitimate phone number to 
call back, but keeps confidential lines 
that must remain private. 

There are many doctors, psychia-
trists, lawyers and other professionals 
who would similarly like to keep direct 
confidential lines private in this way, 
who have no intention of misleading 
anyone. 

In addition, there may be instances, 
for example, when a woman at a shel-
ter seeks to reach her children, when 
spoofing is important to safeguard 
someone’s safety. Moreover, inform-
ants to law enforcement tip lines or 
whistle blowers have additional rea-
sons for why their calling information 
should remain private. We should not 
outlaw any of these practices, and I 
think the legislation needs some im-
provement and clarification in these 
areas. 

What we seek in caller ID policy is 
balance. This has been the case since 
we held hearings in the Telecommuni-
cations Subcommittee in the early 
1990s on caller ID, when we sought to 
take into account emerging caller ID 
technology in a way that also allowed 
callers to block their origination num-
ber on a per call or per line basis. Tech-

nology also allowed call recipients to 
refuse to receive calls by anyone who is 
blocking their caller ID information 
from going through. 

This is much-needed legislation. I 
urge support by all Members of the 
House. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Speaker, I re-
quest such time as I may consume. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong support 
of H.R. 251, the Truth in Caller ID Act 
of 2007. I thank my good friend, Mr. 
ENGEL of New York, for his work here; 
also the ranking member, JOE BARTON 
of Texas, for his leadership on this very 
important piece of legislation. 

My colleagues, millions of Americans 
use caller ID in order to secure greater 
privacy for their families. Yet, as new 
technologies continue to be developed, 
caller ID spoofing, as brought out by 
the gentleman from Massachusetts, has 
become a problem for both consumers 
and businesses. 

This bill protects consumers by pro-
hibiting the deceptive manipulation of 
caller identification information, a 
practice which has been defined and is 
clearly delineated as ‘‘spoofing,’’ ‘‘call-
er ID spoofing.’’ 

Now, this occurs when a caller mas-
querades as someone else by falsifying 
a number that appears on the recipi-
ent’s caller ID display. The most im-
portant point about this discussion is 
that caller ID spoofing can make a call 
appear to come from any phone number 
the caller wishes. The increasing use of 
VOIP, which is voice over Internet pro-
tocol, that we see in America and other 
Internet telephone services, has made 
it much easier for people to make any 
number appear on a caller ID system. 

In addition, several Web sites have 
sprung up to provide caller ID spoofing 
services, eliminating the need for any 
special hardware to replicate this. Al-
though these caller ID spoofing serv-
ices promote themselves for use in 
prank calls or for simple entertain-
ment purposes, and that’s what they 
propose only, they say, such services 
can be easily accessed and used by 
criminals. 

b 1150 
So Caller ID spoofing has emerged as 

a useful tool for identity thieves and 
other scam artists. In addition, my col-
leagues, many business functions, from 
credit card verification to automatic 
call routing, depend on caller ID for se-
curity purposes, which spoofing can 
render useless. 

So this bill, H.R. 251, prohibits send-
ing misleading or inaccurate caller ID 
information with the intent to defraud 
or cause harm. The Energy and Com-
merce Committee drafted the language 
in this bill so carefully that it will go 
after the bad actors but, at the same 
time, preserve the ability to manipu-
late the caller ID information for le-
gitimate purposes, such as the protec-
tion for victims of domestic violence. 

A woman is calling, let’s say, from a 
shelter and she wants to protect her 

ID, or she doesn’t want to disclose, get 
the phone number disclosed where she 
is. 

A single mother at home, she should 
have the opportunity to block her 
phone number so people can’t recognize 
that number and call her, harass her or 
even use it in a way to bring harm to 
her. 

So my colleagues, this is an impor-
tant piece of bipartisan consumer pro-
tection legislation. I urge all of you to 
support H.R. 251, the Truth in Caller ID 
Act. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. MARKEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield 4 
minutes to the sponsor of this legisla-
tion, the gentleman from New York 
(Mr. ENGEL). 

Mr. ENGEL. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman and my good friend from 
Massachusetts for recognizing me. 

I’m very proud that this was the first 
bill that was reported from our Tele-
communications Subcommittee this 
year. We had extensive hearings last 
year on the bill, and this bill is truly 
bipartisan. 

I want to thank the ranking member, 
Mr. BARTON, for working with me on 
this bill, as well as Chairman DINGELL, 
Mr. STEARNS and of course my friend, 
ED MARKEY. 

When people look at their caller ID, 
they have a right to believe and expect 
that the number that is there and the 
name of the person who is listed there 
is truly the number and the name of 
the person calling them. And I was 
shocked when I first heard that can 
you manipulate both the name and the 
number. In fact, there are Web sites, 
you only have to dial a Web site and 
pay a fee and you can manipulate the 
name, the number. And there’s even 
technology where you can change the 
sound of a person’s voice. So a 50-year- 
old male calling can sound like a 21- 
year-old female, and the name is dif-
ferent, and the phone number is dif-
ferent. That should not be. 

Constituents thought they were re-
ceiving calls from congressional offices 
at one time, and these calls turned out 
to be far from appropriate. 

Think of the mischief that can con-
tinue to happen. Unscrupulous people 
can trick unsuspecting victims to re-
lease personal information such as 
credit card numbers or Social Security 
numbers. It’s easy for someone to pre-
tend to be with Chase Manhattan or 
Citibank when you take a look and you 
see it says Chase Manhattan or 
Citibank and a number, and someone 
calls and says, well, we just need to 
verify your Social Security number 
with your account, and perhaps a sen-
ior citizen or someone else would feel 
that they could trust the caller ID and 
give personal information. This has to 
stop. 

Having investigated this issue in 
great depth, I became convinced that 
what was happening was only a har-
binger of things to come. There’s a 
strong possibility that more and more 
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people will use this technology in po-
litical campaigns. Imagine calling 
someone at 2 o’clock in the morning 
and having the number of the opposite 
political campaign calling you to say 
vote for this candidate. So this is ridic-
ulous. 

You could have insulting, slanderous, 
racist, sexist calls, and people would 
think when they look at their caller ID 
that it’s somebody else calling, not the 
person who is calling. 

Both the gentleman from Massachu-
setts and the gentleman from Florida 
pointed out numerous instances. So 
this is truly a bipartisan piece of legis-
lation, one that is needed, one that the 
American public is probably not aware 
that needs to be corrected. People just 
don’t think that this can happen. They 
believe in what the caller ID says. 

So I urge my colleagues to give this 
important legislation strong support. 
This is a good step towards protecting 
our Nation from this emerging tech-
nology. And again, the people who use 
this have to have the intent to defraud 
in order to come under this statute. So 
this protects everybody, as Mr. MAR-
KEY pointed out. 

There may be some instances, Mr. 
STEARNS pointed out, where we would 
want to protect this technology, where 
we would not want to give the correct 
ID. This shows that if you have the in-
tent to defraud, you can be prosecuted 
under this. So it strikes a fair balance. 
Those were the hearings that we had. 

And, again, I urge my colleagues to 
support this bipartisan bill, and I’m 
pleased to be the sponsor of this legis-
lation. 

Mr. STEARNS. Mr. Speaker, I re-
quest such time as I may consume. 

The gentleman from New York men-
tioned about the harbinger of things to 
come, and I think that’s what we are 
all worried about, so I think this is a 
great first step forward. 

Just recently, my subcommittee, the 
Commerce Consumer Protection and 
Trade, which Mr. RUSH chairs and I’m 
ranking member of, we did a do-not- 
call reauthorization, which is H.R. 2601. 
We dropped that bill last week. We 
urge the conference committee to 
mark that up and get that forward. It’s 
part of the process here to protect con-
sumers. 

In fact, in the committee that I 
serve, we’ve done a lot of Internet con-
sumer protection, so I’m very whole-
heartedly in support of this, and I en-
courage some other bills. In fact, the 
gentleman from Massachusetts’ Social 
Security bill, H.R. 948, is an excellent 
bill; as well as the Data Security bill, 
H.R. 958. So I think these are the types 
of bills we need to protect consumers, 
and I very wholeheartedly support 
them. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. MARKEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield 2 
minutes to the gentlelady from Cali-
fornia (Ms. HARMAN). 

Ms. HARMAN. Mr. Speaker, I’m very 
pleased to resume my service on the 

Telecom Subcommittee in this Con-
gress. 

I also rise in strong support of the 
Truth in Caller ID Act, which will pre-
vent acts of identity theft and billions 
of dollars in consumer losses each year. 

I would like to engage the bill’s spon-
sor, Mr. ENGEL, in a brief colloquy to 
clarify the effect this bill has on other 
laws relating to national security and 
law enforcement. The relevant section 
reads: ‘‘Nothing in this subsection 
shall be construed to authorize or pro-
hibit any investigative, protective or 
intelligence activities performed in 
connection with official duties, and in 
accordance with all applicable laws, by 
a law enforcement agency of the 
United States, a State or a political 
subdivision of a State, or by an intel-
ligence agency of the United States.’’ 

I’d like to ask the author what the 
meaning of this language is. 

Mr. ENGEL. I want to assure the gen-
tlewoman that this bill does not confer 
or authorize any new powers for any in-
telligence or law enforcement agency, 
nor does it prohibit any lawfully au-
thorized investigative, protective or in-
telligence activity of a law enforce-
ment agency of the United States, a 
State or a political subdivision of a 
State, or of an intelligence agency of 
the United States. 

Ms. HARMAN. I thank the gentleman 
for clarifying that. Lawfully author-
ized national security and law enforce-
ment activities are critical in this era 
of terror. Legislation designed to im-
prove our Nation’s safety and security, 
like the Truth in Caller ID Act, should 
not inadvertently impair them, nor 
should it expand them. This carefully 
crafted bill, in my view, strikes the 
right balance. And I would like to com-
mend the author, Mr. ENGEL, Mr. BAR-
TON, Mr. DINGELL, Mr. MARKEY, and 
Mr. UPTON for their diligent work. I 
urge my colleagues to support the leg-
islation. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. MARKEY. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days to revise 
and extend their remarks and to in-
clude extraneous material on the bill 
under consideration. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Massachusetts? 

There was no objection. 

b 1200 
Mr. MARKEY. Mr. Speaker, I would 

just conclude by thanking all of the 
Members, led by Mr. ENGEL; the very, 
very helpful comments from Ms. HAR-
MAN in clarification of the intent of 
this legislation; Mr. DINGELL, the 
chairman of the full committee; along 
with Mr. BARTON, the ranking member, 
Mr. UPTON and Mr. STEARNS. This is a 
completely bipartisan piece of legisla-
tion, and we thank them for this co-
operation. This is the way tele-
communications legislation should be 
passed. 

I would also like to commend the 
staff: Tim Powderly from the majority 

staff and Neil Fried and Courtney 
Reinhard from the Republican com-
mittee staff. I also want to thank Pete 
Goodloe and Gregg Rothschild from 
Mr. DINGELL’s staff; Cristina Batt from 
Mr. ENGEL’s staff; and Colin Crowell on 
my staff, who has been doing this type 
of legislation for 17 years, going back 
to the beginning of the discussion of all 
of these caller ID-related issues. 

And, finally, I would like to thank 
Johanna Shelton on her last bill on the 
House floor. Johanna has been incred-
ibly competent, more than competent. 
She really brings the word ‘‘excel-
lence’’ into congressional and legisla-
tive service. And this will be her last 
bill on the floor, and there is lamenting 
of a magnitude hard to fully measure 
on the Democratic side that her leav-
ing is creating, although I understand 
her husband is not sharing that senti-
ment as she leaves her service here. 

And it is that duality that we all 
have to deal with here in our congres-
sional service. But for my part, there 
has been no more dedicated public 
servant that I have met in my time 
here in Congress, and we will miss her 
service, and we thank her for all of her 
great work. 

With that, Mr. Speaker, I urge pas-
sage of this legislation. 

Mr. BARTON of Texas. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
in strong support of H.R. 251, the ‘‘Truth in 
Caller ID Act of 2007,’’ which I co-authored 
with my friend, Representative ENGEL from 
New York. This bill protects consumers by 
prohibiting the deceptive manipulation of caller 
identification information—a practice is known 
as caller ID ‘‘spoofing.’’ 

Caller ID technology is an invaluable tool. 
Millions of people rely daily on the caller iden-
tification information that appears when their 
phones ring. Unfortunately, criminals are using 
‘‘spoofing’’ to perpetrate fraud. ‘‘Spoofing’’ oc-
curs when a caller masquerades as someone 
else by falsifying the name or number that ap-
pears on the recipient’s caller ID display. 
Those who answer the phone and see the 
number of a legitimate company or charity are 
far more likely to fall victim to an illegitimate 
request for money or personal information. 

Even worse, the Internet has made ‘‘spoof-
ing’’ easy. Numerous websites sell simple web 
interfaces to caller ID systems that allow crimi-
nals to appear to be calling from any number 
they choose. Some of these services boast 
that they do not maintain logs or provide any 
contact information of their customers. Some 
even offer voice scrambling services to enable 
a caller to sound like someone of the opposite 
sex. 

H.R. 251 prohibits sending misleading or in-
accurate caller ID information with the intent to 
defraud or cause harm. The bill is drafted so 
that it will go after bad actors, but at the same 
time preserve the ability to mask or block call-
er ID information for legitimate purposes. 

This is an important piece of bipartisan con-
sumer protection legislation. 

I urge you to support H.R. 251, the ‘‘Truth 
in Caller ID Act.’’ 

Mr. MARKEY. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Massachusetts 
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(Mr. MARKEY) that the House suspend 
the rules and pass the bill, H.R. 251, as 
amended. 

The question was taken; and (two- 
thirds being in the affirmative) the 
rules were suspended and the bill, as 
amended, was passed. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess subject to 
the call of the Chair. 

Accordingly (at 12 o’clock and 3 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess 
subject to the call of the Chair. 

f 

b 1322 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. SALAZAR) at 1 o’clock and 
22 minutes p.m. 

f 

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION 
OF H.R. 2638, DEPARTMENT OF 
HOMELAND SECURITY APPRO-
PRIATIONS ACT, 2008 

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, by 
direction of the Committee on Rules, I 
call up House Resolution 473 and ask 
for its immediate consideration. 

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows: 

H. RES. 473 

Resolved, That at any time after the adop-
tion of this resolution the Speaker may, pur-
suant to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the 
House resolved into the Committee of the 
Whole House on the state of the Union for 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 2638) making 
appropriations for the Department of Home-
land Security for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2008, and for other purposes. The 
first reading of the bill shall be dispensed 
with. All points of order against consider-
ation of the bill are waived except those aris-
ing under clause 9 or 10 of rule XXI. General 
debate shall be confined to the bill and shall 
not exceed one hour equally divided and con-
trolled by the chairman and ranking minor-
ity member of the Committee on Appropria-
tions. After general debate the bill shall be 
considered for amendment under the five- 
minute rule. Points of order against provi-
sions in the bill for failure to comply with 
clause 2 of rule XXI are waived. During con-
sideration of the bill for amendment, the 
Chairman of the Committee of the Whole 
may accord priority in recognition on the 
basis of whether the Member offering an 
amendment has caused it to be printed in the 
portion of the Congressional Record des-
ignated for that purpose in clause 8 of rule 
XVIII. Amendments so printed shall be con-
sidered as read. When the committee rises 
and reports the bill back to the House with 
a recommendation that the bill do pass, the 
previous question shall be considered as or-
dered on the bill and amendments thereto to 
final passage without intervening motion ex-
cept one motion to recommit with or with-
out instructions. 

SEC. 2. During consideration of H.R. 2638 in 
the House pursuant to this resolution, not-
withstanding the operation of the previous 

question, the Chair may postpone further 
consideration of the bill to such time as may 
be designated by the Speaker. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-
tlewoman from New York (Ms. SLAUGH-
TER) is recognized for 1 hour. 

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 

For the purpose of debate only, I 
yield the customary 30 minutes to the 
gentleman from Florida, Mr. DIAZ- 
BALART. All time yielded during con-
sideration of the rule is for debate 
only. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and to insert extraneous mate-
rials into the RECORD. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from New York? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, I 

yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

Mr. Speaker, H. Res. 473 provides an 
open rule for the consideration of H.R. 
2638, the Department of Homeland Se-
curity Appropriations Act for 2008. The 
rule provides for 1 hour of general de-
bate equally divided and controlled by 
the chairman and ranking minority 
member of the Committee on Appro-
priations. The rule waives all points of 
order against consideration of the bill 
except for those arising under clauses 9 
or 10 of rule XXI. The resolution also 
waives points of order against the bill 
for failure to comply with clause 2 of 
rule XXI regarding legislating in an ap-
propriations bill and appropriating for 
unauthorized programs. 

During consideration of the bill for 
amendment, the chairman of the Com-
mittee of the Whole may provide pri-
ority in recognition based on whether 
the Member offering an amendment 
has caused it to be printed in the CON-
GRESSIONAL RECORD. The rule also pro-
vides one motion to recommit with or 
without instructions. 

I am pleased to bring to the floor the 
first appropriations bill of the 110th 
Congress under a traditional open rule 
process. The security of our Nation 
concerns every American in every 
State, and it is a priority of every 
Member of this body. But while the ef-
fort to secure our homeland is a bipar-
tisan one, there are clear differences 
between how the two parties approach 
it, and the bill demonstrates them. 

We have before us legislation that 
provides more than $36 billion in crit-
ical funding needed to address security 
vulnerabilities identified by the Home-
land Security experts. It is a fulfill-
ment of commitments made by Demo-
crats in implementing the 9/11 Commis-
sion Recommendations Act of 2007, 
which passed the House with a bipar-
tisan majority. 

With this bill Democrats are increas-
ing funding for homeland security by 7 
percent, or $2.5 billion, over the 

amount appropriated for it last year. 
In fact, we are providing close to $2 bil-
lion more than what the President 
asked for in his request to Congress. 
These increases aren’t excessive. They 
are, instead, the result of the Demo-
crats’ commitment to adequately fund 
security programs which in past years 
have been talked about, but not suffi-
ciently supported. 

These funding increases stand in 
stark contrast to past Republican deci-
sions to cut money for vital security 
efforts and to impose unfunded man-
dates on State governments. My fellow 
Democrats and I have rejected the Re-
publican proposals for across-the-board 
cuts in these areas. We feel that they 
would indiscriminately and unneces-
sarily sacrifice billions in needed fund-
ing for rail, transit, and port security, 
as well as for first responder grants. 
And, indeed, the sad truth is that these 
grant programs have suffered funding 
cuts every year since 2004. Compare 
that to the fact that this bill provides 
over $4.5 billion, nearly double the re-
quested amount, for these critical 
areas. 

More specifically, we have provided 
$400 million for port security, doubling 
the requested amount. Similarly, $400 
million will go towards rail and transit 
security grants, more than the admin-
istration requested. And we will in-
crease spending for firefighter grants 
by $138 million. The administration 
had wanted to cut these funds signifi-
cantly, but we are increasing them. 

At a time of heightened concern 
about our border security, the legisla-
tion will help to secure our borders by 
paying the salaries of 3,000 new Border 
Patrol agents, and it also improves the 
benefits package for Customs and Bor-
der Patrol officers to ensure higher re-
cruitment and retention rates. After 
years of a lack of accountability and 
questionable government contracts, 
this bill promotes both accountability 
and oversight through reforms of the 
contracting process, and this is amaz-
ingly important. 

I mentioned our borders a moment 
ago and I want to return to that sub-
ject very briefly. As a representative 
from western New York, the security of 
our borders is an issue of great concern 
to me. 

b 1330 

Both our northern and southern bor-
ders face unique and separate chal-
lenges, and the bill addresses each in 
turn. 

The 3,000 new agents funded by the 
bill will mean over 17,800 brave men 
and women will patrol our borders by 
the end of 2008. And at the same time, 
we will increase northern border fund-
ing by 33 percent, and 500 new agents 
will be placed there. As important as 
this is, border security efforts must 
never blind us to the deep connection 
we share with our neighbor to the 
north. Ours is a 200-year-old relation-
ship that has benefited both of our na-
tions immensely. In fact, I often say 
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that people of northern border commu-
nities don’t see Canadian towns and 
cities as being in another country; in-
stead, we see it as one nation with a 
river running through it. 

The travel and trade which cross the 
northern border every single day be-
tween America and Canada are critical 
to our economy and to the northern 
economic security. We must never sac-
rifice our relationship with Canada in a 
misguided attempt to increase border 
security. 

I have long said that economic secu-
rity and physical security are not mu-
tually exclusive; we can and we must 
have both. Unfortunately, the approach 
to northern border security currently 
advocated by the Department of Home-
land Security and the Department of 
State is flawed. The Western Hemi-
sphere Travel Initiative, of WHTI, will 
choke off legitimate travel and trade 
and sacrifice local economies unneces-
sarily by imposing onerous border- 
crossing requirements. WHTI, while 
well-intentioned, is simply unaccept-
able in its current form. 

For 2 years, I have been working with 
fellow border members and concerned 
local groups and Canada and their gov-
ernment to fix WHTI, and I am proud 
to say today represents a major step 
forward in that battle. With Chairman 
PRICE’s help, I inserted language into 
this bill that will withhold $100 million 
from the funds required to implement 
WHTI until a series of our demands 
have been met, demands that will push 
both DHS and State in the direction 
that they need to go, that is, away 
from requiring expensive crossing doc-
uments and towards commonsense, 
low-cost alternatives, and will keep our 
border closed to criminals, but open to 
the families and the businesses which 
make it so vibrant. 

Additionally, the language will re-
quire the completion of a pilot project, 
which DHS is paying for and has not 
yet started, involving the State of 
Washington and British Columbia be-
fore WHTI can go forward. We see no 
point in paying for a project only to ig-
nore it. The project will reveal the fea-
sibility of the passport requirements in 
WHTI. With the 2008 winter Olympics 
being held in Vancouver, there will 
soon be an even greater number of 
Americans traveling across the border 
there. And this is a perfect way for us 
to test the requirements of WHTI be-
fore it is put in place nationwide, and 
we are going to make sure the results 
of that test are known. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to support 
this bill. It demonstrates the Demo-
cratic commitment to smart security, 
as well as to ensuring that the money 
spent by this government goes where it 
is needed most and is spent wisely, effi-
ciently, and effectively. These are our 
priorities. Our constituents deserve no 
less, and our security can afford no 
less. 

I urge a ‘‘yes’’ vote on the rule and 
on the bill. 

Mr. Speaker, I reserve the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of 
Florida. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
thank my friend, the distinguished 
gentlewoman from New York, the 
chairman of the Rules Committee, Ms. 
SLAUGHTER, for the time. And I yield 
myself such time as I may consume. 

Several years ago, Mr. Speaker, I had 
the distinct privilege to bring forth the 
first rule for a Department of Home-
land Security appropriations bill. 
Since then, the Department of Home-
land Security has grown and begun to 
mature under the bipartisan oversight 
of the Appropriations Committee and 
of the Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity. In fact, Ms. SLAUGHTER and I 
worked together, when I was the chair-
man and she the ranking member of 
the select Committee on Homeland Se-
curity’s Subcommittee on Rules, to 
make certain that the committee be-
came the permanent standing com-
mittee that it is today. 

As we know, the Department of 
Homeland Security was created in the 
wake of the attacks of September 11, 
2001, to help mobilize and to organize 
the Federal Government to the best of 
our ability to secure the homeland 
from further terrorist attacks. 

Thanks to our new concerted ap-
proach to security, and I think it is im-
portant to recognize, to the 180,000 
hardworking employees of the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security, we have 
not suffered further attacks. But we 
must not let our guard down. Within 
the last month alone, Mr. Speaker, we 
have seen several plans thwarted to at-
tack both Fort Dix and a major airport 
in New York City. We must not lose 
our focus. We must continue our efforts 
to protect the United States from yet 
another deadly attack. 

There is an item in this legislation 
that helps fulfill a recommendation of 
the 9/11 Commission and that will pro-
vide additional security to districts 
that many of us represent throughout 
the country, including the one that I 
am honored to represent, districts with 
large airports. In its report, the 9/11 
Commission recommended that the 
Transportation Security Agency expe-
dite the installation of advanced in- 
line baggage screening equipment. 

Miami International Airport, which 
is in the district that I am honored to 
represent, is a high-security, category 
10 airport on the front line of homeland 
security defense. Miami International 
Airport has approximately 1,160 inter-
national flights each week, more than 
any other airport in the United States. 
Miami International Airport has over 
900 flights a week from Latin America, 
more than all other U.S. airports com-
bined. Miami International ranks third 
in overall international passenger traf-
fic. 

The Miami-Dade Aviation Depart-
ment, which operates Miami Inter-
national Airport, is currently building 
two new terminals at MIA and is incur-
ring over $100 million in in-line Explo-
sive Detection System, EDS, terminal 
modification costs. In 2005, TSA com-

mitted $20 million in Other Trans-
action Agreement funds which will al-
most cover the 75 percent Federal 
share for the south terminal project. 

As Miami International Airport be-
gins the installation process of EDS in 
its north terminal, the airport still re-
quires an additional funding agreement 
to cover the Federal share of the $79 
million modification project. For fiscal 
years 2007 and 2008, the Miami-Dade 
Aviation Department is projected to 
spend $28.8 million on the north ter-
minal modifications, $21.6 million of 
which falls under the Federal Govern-
ment’s cost share. 

I wish to commend the Appropria-
tions Committee for allocating $560 
million for Explosive Detection Sys-
tem, EDS, procurement and installa-
tions. These funds will help reimburse 
Miami International Airport in its ef-
forts to complete its EDS installations. 

Mr. Speaker, there are still some 
concerns with this bill, as Ranking 
Member ROGERS has stated publicly. 
There is concern about the rapid 
growth of funding represented by the 
bill, for example. And although the Ap-
propriations Committee worked in a 
bipartisan manner to produce this bill, 
there is concern from many Members 
of this House about the process. As we 
know, the Appropriations Committee 
has announced that earmarks were not 
included in this bill and will only be 
added during the conference process 
with the Senate. It is not until that 
point that Members and the public will 
be able to see the earmarks. By adding 
earmarking during the conference 
process, Members will not have the op-
portunity to make amendments to re-
move or adjust earmarks approved by 
the majority on the Appropriations 
Committee. 

The announced procedure protects 
earmarks from what during the open-
ing of the 110th Congress some refer to 
as the ‘‘disinfectant of sunshine.’’ This 
procedure for earmarks is in effect re-
versing a traditionally more open ap-
propriations process. I urge our col-
leagues in the majority to reconsider 
this procedure and allow for an open 
appropriations process. 

I would like to commend the major-
ity for bringing this important appro-
priations bill to the floor under an 
open rule. The House, as Ms. SLAUGH-
TER mentioned, has historically consid-
ered appropriations bills under open 
rules in order to allow each Member 
the ability to offer germane amend-
ments without having to preprint their 
amendments or receive approval from 
the Rules Committee. 

I hope that the majority will live up 
to their campaign promise of running a 
transparent House and continue our 
tradition of open rules with the rest of 
the appropriations bills this year. 

Mr. Speaker, at this time I reserve 
the balance of my time. 

b 1340 
Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, I am 

pleased to yield 3 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Vermont (Mr. WELCH). 
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Mr. WELCH of Vermont. I thank the 

gentlewoman from New York for yield-
ing. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of this 
open rule providing for consideration of 
H.R. 2638, which makes appropriations 
for the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity for the fiscal year ending Sep-
tember 30, 2008. 

Mr. Speaker, in November the Amer-
ican people asked for a change. They 
wanted us to do two things: one, 
change priorities; two, restore account-
ability to this government. 

We began with a down payment by 
raising the minimum wage; ending the 
big subsidies for oil companies, instead 
putting money into renewable energy; 
requiring pharmaceutical price nego-
tiation instead of giveaways; making 
college more affordable by lowering in-
terest rates; and we supported small 
businesses. These were the beginning. 

Today, we take up the first of 12 ap-
propriation bills, and in each of these 
bills we must do what we promised the 
American people we would do; change 
priorities and restore accountability. 

This bill on homeland security, 
brought before us on a bipartisan basis, 
does both. It funds the Department of 
Homeland Security. It was created 
largely in response to the tragedy of 9/ 
11. Since its inception, the Department 
has been given a crucial mission, and 
that is protecting American soil and 
American lives, enhancing our overall 
security. They have a big job, and it is 
no small undertaking. 

This Homeland Security bill address-
es priorities and reflects our change, 
and it reflects accountability, our re-
sponsibility to taxpayers. 

The priorities that I would like to 
speak to that are embedded in this 
homeland security bill are among the 
following: 

One, it establishes as a key priority 
funding our first responders with the 
training and the equipment that they 
need. Each one of us knows that the 
first responders are the ones who are 
going to be there, and in each of our 
districts they need the training, they 
need the funding. This Homeland Secu-
rity bill has rejected a $1 billion cut 
that was proposed by the administra-
tion and restores Homeland Security 
grants in Firefighter Assistance 
grants. 

Second, it implements a key rec-
ommendation of the 9/11 Commission 
by providing improved aviation secu-
rity. This bill substantially increases 
efforts to purchase and install the lat-
est explosive detection systems for 
checked baggage and other things that 
have been mentioned by the speakers. 

Also, Mr. PRICE and Mr. ROGERS both 
spoke about the need for account-
ability. The good intentions of pro-
tecting the homeland does not give this 
bill a pass when it comes to account-
ability. The bill mandates that all 
grants and contact funds be awarded 
through full competitive processes. 

Finally, I want to thank Chairwoman 
SLAUGHTER for leading to a sensible ap-

proach on the Western Hemisphere 
Travel Initiative. Thank you, Chair-
woman SLAUGHTER. 

Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of 
Florida. Mr. Speaker, it is my pleasure 
to yield such time as he may consume 
to the gentleman from California (Mr. 
DREIER). 

Mr. DREIER. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
my colleague for yielding. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise in reluctant oppo-
sition to this rule. As has been pointed 
out by our distinguished Chair, Ms. 
SLAUGHTER, and the gentleman from 
Miami, Mr. DIAZ-BALART, in their 
thoughtful remarks on this issue, this 
is an open rule. The problem is, we are 
still dealing with this problem of the 
lack of reform in the earmark process. 
It is for that reason that having voted 
upstairs, yes, the fact that we haven’t 
brought about the very important re-
form that is necessary to this horren-
dous earmark process, that I am going 
to join with Mr. DIAZ-BALART when he 
calls for defeat of the previous question 
and an opportunity that would be al-
lowed by defeating the previous ques-
tion for us to offer an amendment that 
would take on this earmark issue. 

Mr. DIAZ-BALART very correctly 
pointed to the fact that in the 109th 
Congress we were able to implement 
very important, sweeping reforms for 
the earmark process. We know that 
there was understandable, bipartisan 
outrage that was reflecting the concern 
of the American people over the abuse 
of earmarks. There are people who are 
in prison today because of this, among 
other reasons. That is why last fall, we 
stepped up to the plate, and under our 
Republican leadership, we put together 
a bipartisan support for earmark re-
form. 

At that time, unfortunately, our col-
leagues who were in the minority and 
today in the majority described those 
reforms as a sham and meaningless. 
But those reforms, Mr. Speaker, guar-
anteed accountability, transparency, 
enforcement, disclosure, things that 
have been completely thrown out the 
window unfortunately in the 110th Con-
gress. 

So while they described the very im-
portant, tough reforms that we had in 
the 109th Congress as a sham, they 
have gone right down into the drain 
and really created potential for little 
more than abuse of the issue of ear-
marks. 

We have already seen examples of 
that. Of course, the problem that took 
place in the clash between the distin-
guished chairman of the Defense Ap-
propriation Subcommittee, Mr. MUR-
THA, and our colleague from Michigan, 
Mr. ROGERS, when it came to the issue 
of earmarks. Unfortunately, there was 
no chance whatsoever for us, because of 
the lack of enforcement that exists 
now under the Democratic leadership, 
for us to get at that. 

Then when we heard just last week 
the words that came from the distin-
guished chairman of the Appropria-
tions Committee, the gentleman from 

Wisconsin, Mr. OBEY, that we will not 
see earmarks provided in the appro-
priations process itself, but instead, 
what we are going to see is this secret 
slush fund put into place that allows, 
in a very secretive process, to ‘‘air 
drop’’ these earmarks into a conference 
report that could come out at some 
later point. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, that is not what 
the American people wanted when they 
called for reform of this earmark proc-
ess. That is not what they expected. It 
is not what they got with the reforms 
that we put into place in the 109th Con-
gress. But unfortunately, well, we had 
these great reforms, but they have 
been thrown out the window in the at-
tempt to continue to, in a surreptitious 
manner, seek these things in there. 

We just marked the 20th anniversary 
of the very famous speech that was de-
livered by Ronald Reagan at the Bran-
denburg Gate where President Reagan 
said, ‘‘Mr. Gorbachev, tear down this 
wall.’’ I have been reminded, I men-
tioned here last week when we had two 
votes on different rules to try and 
bring about reform of the earmark 
process another famous speech Ronald 
Reagan gave in the negotiating process 
with the Soviet Union. He said, and I 
have now been working on my Russian 
on this, ‘‘Doveryai no Proveryai,’’ 
which meant ‘‘trust but verify.’’ 

The fact of the matter is, we want to 
be able to trust our colleagues, fellow 
elected representatives, to do the right 
thing when it comes to earmarks. But 
we feel very strongly that the Amer-
ican people should have the right and 
the opportunity to verify whether or 
not those dollars that are being spent 
can, in fact, stand up to the light of 
day. 

So while I am pleased that we are 
going to have a truly open rule if, in 
fact, this thing passes, I am going to 
urge my colleagues to defeat the pre-
vious question. And if we don’t suc-
ceed, Mr. Speaker, in defeating the pre-
vious question, I am going to urge all 
my colleagues, Democrats and Repub-
licans alike, to vote ‘‘no’’ on this rule 
because of the fact that it does not step 
up to the plate and allow us to have 
the kind of reform of earmark abuse 
that the American people desperately 
want. 

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, I am 
pleased to yield 4 minutes to the gen-
tleman from North Carolina (Mr. 
PRICE), chair of the subcommittee. 

Mr. PRICE of North Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, I thank the chairwoman of 
the Rules Committee for yielding, and 
for her good work along with the rank-
ing member and members on both sides 
of the aisle in granting this open rule, 
an open rule for debating of this fiscal 
2008 Homeland Security appropriations 
bill. We requested an open rule, with 
some necessary waivers. The Rules 
Committee has granted that, and for 
that we are grateful, and in just a few 
moments we will be on our way, debat-
ing this bill. 

This is a critical bill. It is the first of 
the 12 appropriations bills that we will 
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be debating this session. So we will 
lead the pack. We will be telling our 
colleagues about what we have done, a 
hardworking subcommittee that has 
produced, I think, 20 days of hearings 
and has written a comprehensive bill. 

It is going to provide funding to ad-
dress our country’s most pressing secu-
rity vulnerabilities, with a new empha-
sis on ports and transit systems. It is 
going to provide critically needed fund-
ing, as the gentleman from Vermont 
has stressed, to our States and commu-
nities to confront terrorist activity 
threats, but also natural disaster 
threats. 

b 1350 

Thirdly, it is going to help ensure 
that taxpayer dollars are well spent by 
requiring management reforms and by 
withholding funds until some expendi-
ture reports and other accountability 
measures are in place. 

And fourth, we’re taking a long-term 
approach by requiring outside reviews 
of several major programs and activi-
ties to ensure that our long-term in-
vestments are being wisely spent. 

I appreciate the chairwoman of the 
Rules Committee’s interest in this bill. 
In particular, she has stressed, as she 
did again in her statement today, the 
challenges of protecting the northern 
border and also the concerns that she 
and many others have about the West-
ern Hemisphere Travel Initiative. We 
are directing the Department in this 
bill to increase by over 40 percent the 
number of border patrol agents at the 
northern border. That will comply with 
the levels called for in the Intelligence 
Reform Act. 

She also expressed particular con-
cerns about the Western Hemisphere 
Travel Initiative. The bill makes $100 
million for implementation of that pro-
gram unavailable for obligation until 
Customs and Border Protection reports 
on its experience with pilot programs, 
provides detailed information on infra-
structure and staffing required, con-
firms the use of radiofrequency identi-
fication technology that has been ade-
quately tested under operational condi-
tions, and describes how it will ensure 
privacy protection. We worked with 
the chairwoman in putting those pro-
tections in place, and we appreciate the 
consistent interest she has shown in 
them and in this bill in general. 

So with that, Mr. Speaker, I once 
again thank our Rules Committee col-
leagues for an open rule and for paving 
the way for what we hope and believe 
will be a productive debate as we con-
sider our homeland security needs for 
the coming fiscal year. 

Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of 
Florida. Mr. Speaker, it is my pleasure 
to yield 3 minutes to the distinguished 
gentleman from Tennessee (Mr. DUN-
CAN). 

Mr. DUNCAN. I do thank the gen-
tleman from Florida for yielding me 
this time, and I want to say, first of 
all, that I want to commend the gen-
tleman from Florida and also the gen-

tlewoman from New York, the chair-
woman of the Rules Committee, two of 
the Members in this Congress for whom 
I have the greatest admiration and re-
spect, and I appreciate the fact that 
they are bringing this legislation to 
the floor under an open rule. 

But as both the gentleman from Flor-
ida and the gentleman from California 
(Mr. DREIER) just expressed, there are 
still some concerns about this bill, 
number one of which is the fact that 
this bill is $2.1 billion over the Presi-
dent’s request and a 13.6 percent in-
crease over fiscal year 2007. That is 
more than four times the rate of infla-
tion. With an almost $9 trillion na-
tional debt and over $50 trillion in un-
funded future pension liabilities, we 
just can’t keep giving every depart-
ment and agency that wants one or 
four or five times increase over the 
rate of inflation. As the ranking mem-
ber, Mr. ROGERS, said a few days ago, 
even the Department of Homeland Se-
curity should be subject to some fiscal 
discipline. 

A few weeks after 9/11 when we had 
renamed the farm bill that year by 
adding the word ‘‘security’’ to the 
title, the Wall Street Journal wrote an 
editorial in October of 2001 and said: 
‘‘Any bill with the word ‘security’ in it 
should get double the public scrutiny, 
and maybe four times the normal wait, 
lest all kinds of bad legislation become 
law.’’ 

And a few months ago, Secretary 
Chertoff, the Secretary of Homeland 
Security, testified before the Senate in 
a way perhaps no other Cabinet mem-
ber ever had. He essentially said we are 
spending too much on security and we 
should not let overexaggerated threats 
of terrorism, quote, drive us crazy, into 
bankruptcy, trying to defend against 
every conceivable threat. 

He went on to say, quote, we do have 
limits and we do have choices to make. 
We don’t want to break the very sys-
tems we’re trying to protect. We don’t 
want to destroy our way of life trying 
to save it. We don’t want to undercut 
our economy trying to protect our 
economy, and we don’t want to destroy 
our civil liberties and our freedoms in 
order to make ourselves safer. 

That is the Secretary of Homeland 
Security. I think, Mr. Speaker, we need 
to take some of those words into con-
sideration. In a short time, later today, 
we are going to have several amend-
ments to the bill that I think are wor-
thy of consideration by all of our Mem-
bers and I think should be passed. We 
just shouldn’t blindly pass a bill and 
pass everything that anybody wants 
because they attach the word ‘‘secu-
rity’’ to it. 

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, I am 
pleased to yield 4 minutes to the Chair 
of the Appropriations Committee, the 
gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr. OBEY). 

Mr. OBEY. Mr. Speaker, I want to 
say that I think this bill being brought 
forth today is an excellent bill. It will 
strengthen America’s security, and 
every Member interested in doing that 
ought to vote for it. 

The four security-related appropria-
tion bills which we will bring to the 
floor, Military Construction, Homeland 
Security, State/Foreign Operations and 
Defense, will come in at a level about 
$2 billion above the President’s re-
quest. This is a key bill in doing that. 

I do want to make a few comments 
about what I understand was said while 
I was off the floor a few minutes ago 
with respect to earmarks. Let us trace 
what the facts are. The last time the 
Democrats controlled the appropria-
tions process, I was chairman of the 
Appropriations Committee. In those 
days, earmarking was focused on about 
four subcommittees. There were no 
earmarks whatsoever in the Labor- 
Health-Education bill the year that I 
was chairman. Two years ago, there 
were over 3,000 when the Republicans 
were running the show. 

When we took over the Congress last 
year, the Republicans had not passed a 
single appropriation bill on the domes-
tic side of the ledger. So we had to 
complete their work for them. And one 
of the ways we did that was to put a 
moratorium on all earmarks for the 
year. We promised at the time that we 
would try to resurrect the process, pro-
vided that we had a process that was 
more transparent. 

Now, I understand someone from the 
other side claimed that we were going 
to airdrop these earmarks into the con-
ference with no notice. Not so. What 
we plan to do is the following. And let 
me say, we didn’t not preclude ear-
marks by choice. The simple fact is 
that because we had to deal with last 
year’s Republican budget, because we 
had to deal with the Iraq controversy 
which consumed the next 3 months of 
staff time, because we were under sub-
poena by the San Diego U.S. Attorney 
to turn over papers related to Repub-
lican shenanigans that occurred last 
year, we did not have the staff time to 
focus on the substance of the bills for 
this year or earmarks. And we finally 
decided that we need to keep the bills 
moving, even if that meant that we 
would have to play catchup later with 
the earmarks. 

So what we are going to do is as soon 
as the staff can prepare them, and we 
estimate it will take at least 4 to 5 
weeks to screen all of those earmarks, 
we will submit and put in the CONGRES-
SIONAL RECORD a description of vir-
tually every earmark that we intend to 
try to include in conference reports. 
We will then ask every Member to re-
view those projects. If they have ques-
tions, raise questions about them, we 
will then ask the sponsor of the ear-
mark to respond in writing, so that the 
person responsible for the request is 
the person who has to explain to the 
House what is going on. And then we 
will use our judgment about what 
makes sense. If the House thinks that 
we have got projects in there that 
shouldn’t be in there, they can vote 
against the bill. 

But let me point out there is a big 
difference between what we are doing 
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and the existing Republican process. It 
took 2 years after the fact to find out 
what Duke Cunningham was asking 
for. The fact is under our process, you 
will know 30 days ahead of time. It 
took us more than a year to find out 
about the Florida road that was evi-
dently inserted in the highway bill by 
a Republican Member of this House 
from another State. 

b 1400 
That can’t happen in our process. 

Under our process, you will have 30 
days to review what they request. That 
is a sweeping reform in comparison to 
the absolute, behind-the-scenes oper-
ation that existed when the Repub-
licans controlled this House. 

Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of 
Florida. Mr. Speaker, it is my pleasure 
to yield 2 minutes to the distinguished 
gentlewoman from North Carolina (Ms. 
FOXX). 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I appreciate 
my distinguished colleague yielding me 
this time. 

Sitting here listening, I am puzzled 
by some of the things being said. First 
of all, we are having folks thank the 
majority party for having them give us 
an open rule. I find it very unusual 
that we would have to thank somebody 
for doing what is right. You ought to 
thank somebody when they do some-
thing that is above and beyond what is 
the right thing to do. 

I also find it very difficult to under-
stand how the appropriations chairman 
can say that they have had to deal with 
the Iraq problem for 3 months; and 
therefore, they have not had time to do 
their work. 

Who is in charge here? You all are in 
charge. You should have been able to 
do your work. You let yourself get 
bogged down for 3 months on some-
thing that was totally useless, and here 
you are blaming the minority party. I 
find it unbelievable that you don’t ac-
cept the fact that you are in charge of 
things. What is the ‘‘existing Repub-
lican process’’? You all are in charge. 
You can’t blame us. 

I want to quote from the Rules Com-
mittee chairman on 1–4-07, ‘‘Our rules 
package requires full disclosure of ear-
marks in all bills and conference re-
ports before Members are asked to vote 
on them,’’ not 30 days afterwards, but 
before. 

Where are those earmarks, Madam 
Chairman? I don’t see them in here. 

The American people were promised 
transparency, truthfulness, openness in 
this process. They were sold a bill of 
goods. They don’t want more secrecy, 
they want less secrecy. The Democrats 
said, We will have a new day. This is 
much worse than anything we have 
ever seen before. We need to restore the 
earmark rule like the Republicans had 
it last year. 

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, I am 
somewhat puzzled myself over the ear-
mark process as the Republicans had it 
last year. 

Madam Speaker, I am pleased to 
yield 1 minute more to the gentleman 

from Wisconsin (Mr. OBEY), the chair-
man of the Appropriations Committee. 

Mr. OBEY. Madam Chairman, the 
comments of the previous speaker sim-
ply indicate how little she understands 
about the appropriations process. 

The fact is that the Iraqi bill we had 
to deal with was last year’s supple-
mental request. Last year’s, not this 
year’s, so we had to clean up your mess 
on the entire domestic budget; and we 
had to clean up your mess on Iraq be-
fore we could move on our business. 

The first week we have been able to 
turn to our agenda is this week. We 
have spent the last 5 months cleaning 
up your spilled milk. 

Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of 
Florida. Mr. Speaker, it is my privilege 
to yield 3 minutes to the gentleman 
from Indiana (Mr. SOUDER). 

(Mr. SOUDER asked and was given 
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. SOUDER. Mr. Speaker, I hope to 
address several questions more deeply 
in general debates, as well as with 
some amendments; but as the ranking 
member of the Border, Port Security 
and Global Antiterrorism Sub-
committee of Homeland Security, I 
have been spent much of my congres-
sional career working narcotics, immi-
gration and terrorism issues on the 
border, particularly as narcotics coor-
dinator in Congress. I worked this even 
before 9/11. 

In the year 2002, we issued the most 
comprehensive border report ever done 
by Congress. We had 11 hearings, in-
clude many hearings on the north and 
south borders. In addition, I have vis-
ited every major border crossing, north 
and south border, multiple times and, 
in particular, the largest southern bor-
der crossings many, many times, al-
most annually. 

I have several amendments in this 
bill related to counternarcotics and 
terrorism with CBP and with the Coast 
Guard. But I want to talk briefly here 
at this point on the border. Thanks to 
continued funding and the hard work of 
the people in the Department of Home-
land Security, we have made some 
progress, particularly since 9/11. That 
said, in case you haven’t heard, our 
borders are still not secure. Not even 
close. 

We have three basic interrelated 
challenges. And if you can’t fix one, 
you can’t fix any: terrorism, contra-
band and illegal immigration. 

Last week we had an irresponsible in-
dividual who decided that despite being 
told not to travel to Europe, he did. 
Flying home, he flew to Canada and 
then crossed our border crossing. The 
screen was absolutely clear. It said, 
‘‘Refer to INS secondary.’’ Even though 
all our border personnel had very clear 
instructions to place mask on subject, 
place in isolation, well-ventilated 
room, if possible, subject has multiple 
resistant TB, public health risk, among 
other things, he was waved on through 
after very brief screening. In spite of 
this, he was waved on through. Now 

that means we cannot even keep people 
we have caught. 

Then there was this from yesterday: 
Homeland Security busted three Texas 
National Guardsmen for smuggling 
illegals using National Guard vehicles. 
That was just yesterday. 

Last year, when I was subcommittee 
chairman, we heard horror stories on 
illegals being deported multiple times 
and coming back in and committing 
additional felonies. Yet the President 
of our country is coming over to lobby 
the other body about bringing a ter-
rible amnesty bill back to life. There is 
not a Member in this body or the other 
body who doesn’t understand that we 
have to deal with the people that are 
here, with H–1B visas, with the huge 
challenges we have in this country. 

But this bill demonstrates the fraud 
of the Senate bill because it has unre-
alistic border controls that we are just 
asking in this bill, in clause after 
clause, for them to report on the costs. 
We cut the money intended for the 
travel initiative. How in the world can 
you do a 380-page amnesty bill if you 
can’t even begin to deliver the basics? 

Fortunately, the bill before us today 
starts to address those. The cost is hor-
rendous. I want to go through, item by 
item, the challenges, the premises be-
hind what the President is arguing. 

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of 
Florida. Mr. Speaker, I yield 31⁄2 min-
utes to the gentleman from Arizona 
(Mr. FLAKE). 

Mr. FLAKE. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
the gentleman for yielding. 

This has been an interesting discus-
sion with regard to which system is 
better in order to challenge earmarks: 
one in which you can actually come to 
the floor and challenge specific ear-
marks in a bill, or in a committee re-
port; or have a situation where the 
conference report comes to the floor 
and you have no ability whatsoever, no 
ability, to bring to a vote any of the 
earmarks that are in there. 

The distinguished chairman of the 
Appropriations Committee mentioned 
that it is better to be able to write a 
letter to the Appropriations Com-
mittee and question an earmark than 
actually bring it to the floor because 
he mentioned that Mr. FLAKE brought 
14 amendments to the floor last year 
and failed on every one of them. 

I actually brought 39, and I failed 
even more miserably; I failed all 39 
times. Nineteen of them called for a 
rollcall vote. I didn’t come close on any 
on them because as the distinguished 
Member mentioned, logrolling works 
pretty well. People will say, I won’t 
vote against your earmark if you don’t 
vote against mine. 

But this year is different, partly 
thanks to the reforms that the Demo-
crats put in place in January of this 
year following the lead of the Repub-
licans in the fall of last year where you 
actually said, All right, if you want an 
earmark, you have to sign your name 
and claim credit for that earmark. 
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Of the 39 times I came to the floor 

last year, most times when I came to 
the floor I had no clue who had spon-
sored the earmark I was challenging. 
Many times we had a vote, sometimes 
a rollcall vote and sometimes a voice 
vote, and I still left the floor not know-
ing whose earmark that was because 
we didn’t have a requirement that the 
Members claim credit for them. 

That is no longer the case. The Ap-
propriations Committee right now is 
sitting on more than 30,000 request let-
ters where the Members signed off and 
said, This is my earmark and it is 
going to this specific entity. That is 
something we haven’t had before, and I 
applaud the Democrats for putting that 
reform in place. The problem is, if we 
go forward with what has been pro-
posed, it won’t mean anything. 

But here I can tell you, if I was able 
to come to the floor with some of those 
earmarks, knowing which entity it was 
going to, knowing which Member had 
requested it, and to have the media and 
others, the blogging community and 
other organizations going through and 
finding out what that private entity 
was or had that private entity made 
campaign contributions to that Mem-
ber, if there was a tie that we didn’t 
know about before, it changes the dy-
namics incredibly here because them 
Members have to weigh, Do I want to 
do that or not? 

The Appropriations Committee 
chairman pointed out there have been 
problems with Members and earmarks. 
There have been investigations and 
Members in jail, and there are other in-
vestigations going on. 

If you have good information, more 
information, that gives you power. 
When you come to the floor and are 
able to point specifically at earmarks, 
knowing which entity they are going 
to and knowing which Member re-
quested them, it changes the dynamics. 

I would respectfully disagree with 
the chairman of the Appropriations 
Committee when he says that this 
process that is being put in place is su-
perior to being able to challenge ear-
marks. Again, let me repeat. Under 
what has been proposed, we will never 
have a vote on any earmark; and that 
is simply wrong. 

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself 30 seconds to engage Mr. 
FLAKE for a moment. 

The chairman of the committee made 
it really clear that you are going to 
have 30 days to look at the earmarks, 
whose earmarks they are, and contact 
them if they are in the bill. The Rules 
Committee will decide whether you 
have the ability to strike them or not. 

I yield to Mr. FLAKE. 
Mr. FLAKE. I thank the gentlelady 

for yielding, but we will have no vote. 
The process of logrolling will work just 
as it has in the past. There will be no 
vote, no ability by anybody to chal-
lenge specifically those earmarks on 
the floor of the House. 

Ms. SLAUGHTER. I wouldn’t want 
you to believe this is going to be the 

permanent way this is going to run. 
Given the vast number, the 32,000 that 
you mentioned, and the fact that we 
had no budget last year, no Federal 
budget last year, there was an extra 
strain on Mr. OBEY; and I am confident 
that the next year will be different. 

Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of 
Florida. Mr. Speaker, I yield 21⁄2 min-
utes to the distinguished gentleman 
from Georgia (Mr. PRICE). 

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
appreciate the gentleman for yielding 
me this time. 

I would say to my colleagues, here we 
go again with Orwellian democracy, 
which is alive and here on the floor of 
the House with the majority party say-
ing one thing and doing another. They 
promised us a more transparent proc-
ess, they promised us a process that 
had greater accountability; and in fact, 
what we are getting is something com-
pletely the opposite. 

I would note also that we are coming 
to the floor now with the first appro-
priations bill which is 1 month later 
than when we brought our appropria-
tions bills to the floor last year. 

I am sorry that the Chair of appro-
priations has left the floor. He made 
the comment that this would be a more 
responsible earmark process. He said 
he would take all of the requests and 
would add, quote, ‘‘virtually every ear-
mark,’’ unquote, would be included in 
the bill. Well, that is interesting. 

What that process does is make the 
Chair of the Appropriations Committee 
the judge and the jury, the sole judge 
and the sole jury for every single spe-
cial project. I would prefer there would 
be no special projects, but it appears 
that the Appropriations Chair is going 
to be the one to determine whether or 
not your project is worthy. 

Those that have already been 
dropped into bills brought before this 
Congress give us no comfort. There ap-
pears to be significant favoritism that 
is being played, significant politics 
being played. And the threats that 
have been given by a Member on the 
majority side to a Member on the mi-
nority side, if he didn’t support an ear-
mark, give us no comfort. 

We will get 30 days to review. Well, 
that is a wonderful thing, with no op-
portunity, as the gentleman from Ari-
zona said, to have any vote on any ear-
mark. 

Mr. Speaker, that is not greater 
transparency or greater account-
ability. 

The chairman of the Appropriations 
Committee said, Well, if you don’t like 
an earmark, vote against the bill, with 
no ability to get to a specific egregious 
program that so angers the American 
people. 

I would suggest, Mr. Speaker, that is 
Orwellian democracy at its finest, 
doing one thing and saying exactly the 
opposite. This ought to be an inter-
esting period of time as we move 
through the appropriations bills. It 
ought to be a very interesting time as 
we move through a process that has 

turned into a sham. It ought to be a 
very interesting time; and I assure you, 
Mr. Speaker, that the American people 
are, indeed, paying attention. 

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, I re-
serve the balance of my time. 

Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of 
Florida. Mr. Speaker, I yield myself 
the balance of my time, and I thank all 
of my colleagues who have taken part 
in this debate. 

Mr. Speaker, I will be asking for a 
‘‘no’’ vote on the previous question, so 
we can amend this rule and allow the 
House to consider a change to the rules 
of the House to restore accountability 
and enforceability to the earmark rule. 

b 1415 

Under the current rule, so long as the 
chairman or sponsor of a bill, joint res-
olution, conference report or manager’s 
amendment includes either a list of 
earmarks contained in the bill or re-
port, or a statement that there are no 
earmarks, no point of order lies against 
the bill. This is the same as the rule in 
the last Congress. 

However, under the rule as it func-
tioned under the Republican majority 
in the 109th Congress, even if the point 
of order was not available on the bill, 
it was always available on the rule as 
a question of consideration. But be-
cause the Democratic Rules Committee 
specifically exempts earmarks from 
the waiver of all points of order, they 
deprive Members of the ability to raise 
the question of earmarks on the rule. 
This was most recently discovered on 
the question of the Murtha earmark on 
the Intelligence authorization bill. 

This amendment will restore the ac-
countability and enforceability of the 
earmark rule to where it was at the 
end of the 109th Congress to provide 
Members with an opportunity to bring 
the question of earmarks before the 
House for a vote. Without these 
changes, the new earmark rule, in ef-
fect, is nothing more than a fig leaf. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask unanimous con-
sent to insert the text of the amend-
ment and extraneous materials imme-
diately prior to the vote on the pre-
vious question. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of 

Florida. Mr. Speaker, I yield back the 
balance of my time. 

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume. 

A lot of time has been spent today on 
the open rule and the open amendment 
process, and I’d like to give you and 
anybody else who may be watching 
some idea of what we can expect. 

Some 94 Republican amendments 
were filed, 16 Democrats. One Repub-
lican is responsible for more than 50 
percent of that side. 

Let me give you a couple of examples 
of what they are. None of the funds can 
be used for supporting yoga classes. 
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None can be used to support art class-
es. None can be used to support dance 
classes. None can be used under other 
programs, any program that offers to 
support a dance class. And my personal 
favorite, none of the funds can be used 
for supporting puppet shows. 

There isn’t anything in the world in 
any part of this bill having anything to 
do with these amendments, but none-
theless here we are. We’ll be debating 
this into the night, but I would ask ev-
erybody to listen to those amendments 
and decide which is serious on home-
land security. 

I urge a ‘‘yes’’ vote on the previous 
question and on the resolution. 

The material previously referred to 
by Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of Florida 
is as follows: 
AMENDMENT TO H. RES. 473 OFFERED BY MR. 

LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART OF FLORIDA 
At the end of the resolution, add the fol-

lowing new section: 
SEC. 3. Clause 9(c) of Rule XXI is amended 

to read as follows: 
‘‘(c) As disposition of a point of order 

under paragraph (a), the Chair shall put the 
question of consideration with respect to the 
bill, joint resolution, or conference report, or 
amendment described in paragraph (a)(3). 
The question of consideration shall be debat-
able for 10 minutes by the Member initiating 
the point of order and for 10 minutes by an 
opponent, but shall otherwise be decided 
without intervening motion except one that 
the House adjourn.’’. 

(The information contained herein was 
provided by the Democratic Minority on 
multiple occasions throughout the 109th 
Congress.) 
THE VOTE ON THE PREVIOUS QUESTION: WHAT 

IT REALLY MEANS 
This vote, the vote on whether to order the 

previous question on a special rule, is not 
merely a procedural vote. A vote against or-
dering the previous question is a vote 
against the Democratic majority agenda and 
a vote to allow the opposition, at least for 
the moment, to offer an alternative plan. It 
is a vote about what the House should be de-
bating. 

Mr. Clarence Cannon’s Precedents of the 
House of Representatives, (VI, 308–311) de-
scribes the vote on the previous question on 
the rule as ‘‘a motion to direct or control the 
consideration of the subject before the House 
being made by the Member in charge.’’ To 
defeat the previous question is to give the 
opposition a chance to decide the subject be-
fore the House. Cannon cites the Speaker’s 
ruling of January 13, 1920, to the effect that 
‘‘the refusal of the House to sustain the de-
mand for the previous question passes the 
control of the resolution to the opposition’’ 
in order to offer an amendment. On March 
15, 1909, a member of the majority party of-
fered a rule resolution. The House defeated 
the previous question and a member of the 
opposition rose to a parliamentary inquiry, 
asking who was entitled to recognition. 
Speaker Joseph G. Cannon (R–Illinois) said: 
‘‘The previous question having been refused, 
the gentleman from New York, Mr. Fitzgeral 
who had asked the gentleman to yield to him 
for an amendment, is entitled to the first 
recognition.’’ 

Because the vote today may look bad for 
the Democratic majority they will say ‘‘the 
vote on the previous question is simply a 
vote on whether to proceed to an immediate 
vote on adopting the resolution . . . [and] 
has no substantive legislative or policy im-

plications whatsoever.’’ But that is not what 
they have always said. Listen to the defIni-
tion of the previous question used in the 
Floor Procedures Manual published by the 
Rules Committee in the 109th Congress, 
(page 56). Here’s how the Rules Committee 
described the rule using information from 
Congressional Quarterly’s ‘‘American Con-
gressional Dictionary’’: ‘‘If the previous 
question is defeated, control of debate shifts 
to the leading opposition member (usually 
the minority Floor Manager) who then man-
ages an hour of debate and may offer a ger-
mane amendment to the pending business.’’ 

Deschler’s Procedure in the U.S. House of 
Representatives, the subchapter titled 
‘‘Amending Special Rules’’ states: ‘‘a refusal 
to order the previous question on such a rule 
[a special rule reported from the Committee 
on Rules] opens the resolution to amend-
ment and further debate.’’ (Chapter 21, sec-
tion 21.2) Section 21.3 continues: Upon rejec-
tion of the motion for the previous question 
on a resolution reported from the Committee 
on Rules, control shifts to the Member lead-
ing the opposition to the previous question, 
who may offer a proper amendment or mo-
tion and who controls the time for debate 
thereon.’’ 

Clearly, the vote on the previous question 
on a rule does have substantive policy impli-
cations. It is one of the only available tools 
for those who oppose the Democratic major-
ity’s agenda and allows those with alter-
native views the opportunity to offer an al-
ternative plan. 

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Mr. Speaker, I 
yield back the balance of my time, and 
I move the previous question on the 
resolution. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on ordering the previous 
question. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the ayes appeared to have it. 

Mr. LINCOLN DIAZ-BALART of 
Florida. Mr. Speaker, on that I demand 
the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 and clause 9 of rule XX, 
this 15-minute vote on ordering the 
previous question will be followed by 5- 
minute votes on adoption of H. Res. 
473, if ordered, and motion to suspend 
the rules on H. Res. 474. 

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 222, nays 
194, not voting 16, as follows: 

[Roll No. 451] 

YEAS—222 

Abercrombie 
Ackerman 
Allen 
Altmire 
Andrews 
Baca 
Baird 
Baldwin 
Barrow 
Bean 
Becerra 
Berkley 
Berman 
Berry 
Bishop (GA) 
Bishop (NY) 
Blumenauer 
Boren 
Boswell 
Boucher 
Boyd (FL) 
Boyda (KS) 
Brady (PA) 
Braley (IA) 

Brown, Corrine 
Butterfield 
Capps 
Capuano 
Cardoza 
Carnahan 
Carney 
Carson 
Castor 
Chandler 
Clarke 
Clay 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Cohen 
Conyers 
Cooper 
Costa 
Costello 
Courtney 
Cramer 
Crowley 
Cuellar 
Cummings 

Davis (AL) 
Davis (CA) 
Davis (IL) 
Davis, Lincoln 
DeFazio 
DeGette 
Delahunt 
DeLauro 
Dicks 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Donnelly 
Ellison 
Ellsworth 
Emanuel 
Engel 
Eshoo 
Etheridge 
Farr 
Fattah 
Filner 
Frank (MA) 
Giffords 
Gillibrand 

Gonzalez 
Gordon 
Green, Al 
Green, Gene 
Grijalva 
Hall (NY) 
Hare 
Harman 
Hastings (FL) 
Herseth Sandlin 
Higgins 
Hill 
Hinchey 
Hinojosa 
Hirono 
Hodes 
Holden 
Holt 
Honda 
Hooley 
Hoyer 
Inslee 
Israel 
Jackson (IL) 
Jackson-Lee 

(TX) 
Jefferson 
Johnson (GA) 
Kagen 
Kanjorski 
Kaptur 
Kennedy 
Kildee 
Kilpatrick 
Kind 
Klein (FL) 
Kucinich 
Lampson 
Langevin 
Lantos 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Lee 
Levin 
Lipinski 
Loebsack 
Lofgren, Zoe 
Lowey 
Lynch 
Mahoney (FL) 
Maloney (NY) 

Markey 
Marshall 
Matheson 
Matsui 
McCarthy (NY) 
McCollum (MN) 
McDermott 
McGovern 
McIntyre 
McNerney 
McNulty 
Meehan 
Meek (FL) 
Meeks (NY) 
Melancon 
Michaud 
Miller (NC) 
Miller, George 
Mitchell 
Mollohan 
Moore (KS) 
Moore (WI) 
Moran (VA) 
Murphy (CT) 
Murphy, Patrick 
Murtha 
Nadler 
Napolitano 
Neal (MA) 
Oberstar 
Obey 
Olver 
Ortiz 
Pallone 
Pascrell 
Pastor 
Payne 
Perlmutter 
Peterson (MN) 
Pomeroy 
Price (NC) 
Rahall 
Rangel 
Reyes 
Rodriguez 
Ross 
Rothman 
Roybal-Allard 
Ruppersberger 
Rush 
Ryan (OH) 

Salazar 
Sánchez, Linda 

T. 
Sanchez, Loretta 
Sarbanes 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schwartz 
Scott (GA) 
Scott (VA) 
Serrano 
Sestak 
Shea-Porter 
Sherman 
Shuler 
Sires 
Skelton 
Slaughter 
Smith (WA) 
Snyder 
Solis 
Space 
Spratt 
Stupak 
Sutton 
Tanner 
Tauscher 
Taylor 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Tierney 
Towns 
Udall (CO) 
Udall (NM) 
Van Hollen 
Velázquez 
Visclosky 
Walz (MN) 
Waters 
Watson 
Watt 
Waxman 
Weiner 
Welch (VT) 
Wexler 
Wilson (OH) 
Woolsey 
Wu 
Wynn 
Yarmuth 

NAYS—194 

Aderholt 
Akin 
Alexander 
Bachmann 
Bachus 
Baker 
Barrett (SC) 
Bartlett (MD) 
Biggert 
Bilbray 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (UT) 
Blackburn 
Blunt 
Boehner 
Bonner 
Bono 
Boozman 
Boustany 
Brady (TX) 
Brown (SC) 
Buchanan 
Burgess 
Burton (IN) 
Buyer 
Calvert 
Camp (MI) 
Campbell (CA) 
Cannon 
Cantor 
Capito 
Carter 
Castle 
Chabot 
Coble 
Cole (OK) 
Conaway 
Crenshaw 
Cubin 
Culberson 
Davis (KY) 
Davis, David 
Davis, Tom 
Deal (GA) 
Dent 
Diaz-Balart, L. 

Diaz-Balart, M. 
Doolittle 
Drake 
Dreier 
Duncan 
Ehlers 
Emerson 
English (PA) 
Everett 
Fallin 
Feeney 
Ferguson 
Flake 
Forbes 
Fortenberry 
Fossella 
Foxx 
Franks (AZ) 
Frelinghuysen 
Gallegly 
Garrett (NJ) 
Gerlach 
Gilchrest 
Gillmor 
Gingrey 
Gohmert 
Goode 
Goodlatte 
Granger 
Graves 
Hall (TX) 
Hastert 
Hastings (WA) 
Hayes 
Heller 
Hensarling 
Herger 
Hobson 
Hoekstra 
Hulshof 
Hunter 
Inglis (SC) 
Issa 
Jindal 
Johnson (IL) 
Johnson, Sam 

Jones (NC) 
Jordan 
Keller 
King (IA) 
King (NY) 
Kingston 
Kirk 
Kline (MN) 
Knollenberg 
Kuhl (NY) 
LaHood 
Lamborn 
Latham 
LaTourette 
Lewis (CA) 
Lewis (KY) 
Linder 
LoBiondo 
Lucas 
Lungren, Daniel 

E. 
Mack 
Manzullo 
Marchant 
McCarthy (CA) 
McCaul (TX) 
McCotter 
McCrery 
McHugh 
McKeon 
McMorris 

Rodgers 
Mica 
Miller (FL) 
Miller (MI) 
Miller, Gary 
Moran (KS) 
Murphy, Tim 
Musgrave 
Myrick 
Neugebauer 
Nunes 
Paul 
Pearce 
Pence 
Peterson (PA) 
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Petri 
Pickering 
Pitts 
Platts 
Poe 
Porter 
Price (GA) 
Pryce (OH) 
Putnam 
Ramstad 
Regula 
Rehberg 
Reichert 
Renzi 
Reynolds 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rogers (MI) 
Rohrabacher 
Ros-Lehtinen 

Roskam 
Royce 
Ryan (WI) 
Sali 
Saxton 
Schmidt 
Sensenbrenner 
Shadegg 
Shays 
Shimkus 
Shuster 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 
Smith (TX) 
Souder 
Stearns 
Sullivan 
Tancredo 
Terry 
Thornberry 

Tiahrt 
Tiberi 
Turner 
Upton 
Walberg 
Walden (OR) 
Walsh (NY) 
Wamp 
Weldon (FL) 
Weller 
Westmoreland 
Whitfield 
Wicker 
Wilson (NM) 
Wilson (SC) 
Wolf 
Young (AK) 
Young (FL) 

NOT VOTING—16 

Arcuri 
Barton (TX) 
Brown-Waite, 

Ginny 
Davis, Jo Ann 
Doyle 

Edwards 
Gutierrez 
Johnson, E. B. 
Jones (OH) 
Lewis (GA) 
McHenry 

Radanovich 
Sessions 
Simpson 
Stark 
Wasserman 

Schultz 

b 1440 

Messrs. RENZI, BILIRAKIS, REY-
NOLDS and CANNON changed their 
vote from ‘‘yea’’ to ‘‘nay.’’ 

So the previous question was ordered. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
Stated against: 
Ms. GINNY BROWN-WAITE of Florida. Mr. 

Speaker, on rollcall No. 451, on ordering the 
previous question on H. Res. 473, my vote did 
not register. Only after they closed the vote, 
was I told of that fact. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the resolution. 

The resolution was agreed to. 
A motion to reconsider was laid on 

the table. 

f 

RECOGNIZING THE CONTRIBU-
TIONS OF FATHERS IN THE 
HEALTHY DEVELOPMENT OF 
CHILDREN 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and agree to 
the resolution, H. Res. 474, on which 
the yeas and nays were ordered. 

The Clerk read the title of the resolu-
tion. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on the motion offered by 
the gentleman from Illinois (Mr. HARE) 
that the House suspend the rules and 
agree to the resolution, H. Res. 474. 

This will be a 5-minute vote. 
The vote was taken by electronic de-

vice, and there were—yeas 420, nays 0, 
not voting 12, as follows: 

[Roll No. 452] 

YEAS—420 

Abercrombie 
Ackerman 
Aderholt 
Akin 
Alexander 
Allen 
Altmire 
Andrews 
Baca 
Bachmann 
Bachus 
Baird 
Baker 
Baldwin 
Barrett (SC) 

Barrow 
Bartlett (MD) 
Bean 
Becerra 
Berkley 
Berman 
Berry 
Biggert 
Bilbray 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (GA) 
Bishop (NY) 
Bishop (UT) 
Blackburn 
Blumenauer 

Blunt 
Boehner 
Bonner 
Bono 
Boozman 
Boren 
Boswell 
Boucher 
Boustany 
Boyd (FL) 
Boyda (KS) 
Brady (PA) 
Brady (TX) 
Braley (IA) 
Brown (SC) 

Brown, Corrine 
Brown-Waite, 

Ginny 
Buchanan 
Burgess 
Burton (IN) 
Butterfield 
Buyer 
Calvert 
Camp (MI) 
Campbell (CA) 
Cannon 
Cantor 
Capito 
Capps 
Capuano 
Cardoza 
Carnahan 
Carney 
Carson 
Carter 
Castle 
Castor 
Chabot 
Chandler 
Clarke 
Clay 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Coble 
Cohen 
Cole (OK) 
Conaway 
Conyers 
Cooper 
Costa 
Costello 
Courtney 
Cramer 
Crenshaw 
Crowley 
Cubin 
Cuellar 
Culberson 
Cummings 
Davis (AL) 
Davis (CA) 
Davis (IL) 
Davis (KY) 
Davis, David 
Davis, Lincoln 
Davis, Tom 
Deal (GA) 
DeFazio 
DeGette 
Delahunt 
DeLauro 
Dent 
Diaz-Balart, L. 
Diaz-Balart, M. 
Dicks 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Donnelly 
Doolittle 
Drake 
Dreier 
Duncan 
Ehlers 
Ellison 
Ellsworth 
Emerson 
Engel 
English (PA) 
Eshoo 
Etheridge 
Everett 
Fallin 
Farr 
Fattah 
Feeney 
Ferguson 
Filner 
Flake 
Forbes 
Fortenberry 
Fossella 
Foxx 
Frank (MA) 
Franks (AZ) 
Frelinghuysen 
Gallegly 
Garrett (NJ) 
Gerlach 
Giffords 
Gilchrest 
Gillibrand 
Gillmor 
Gingrey 

Gohmert 
Gonzalez 
Goode 
Goodlatte 
Gordon 
Granger 
Graves 
Green, Al 
Green, Gene 
Grijalva 
Hall (NY) 
Hall (TX) 
Hare 
Harman 
Hastert 
Hastings (FL) 
Hastings (WA) 
Hayes 
Heller 
Hensarling 
Herger 
Herseth Sandlin 
Higgins 
Hill 
Hinchey 
Hinojosa 
Hirono 
Hobson 
Hodes 
Hoekstra 
Holden 
Holt 
Honda 
Hooley 
Hoyer 
Hulshof 
Hunter 
Inglis (SC) 
Inslee 
Israel 
Issa 
Jackson (IL) 
Jackson-Lee 

(TX) 
Jefferson 
Jindal 
Johnson (GA) 
Johnson (IL) 
Johnson, Sam 
Jones (NC) 
Jones (OH) 
Jordan 
Kagen 
Kanjorski 
Kaptur 
Keller 
Kennedy 
Kildee 
Kilpatrick 
Kind 
King (IA) 
King (NY) 
Kingston 
Kirk 
Klein (FL) 
Kline (MN) 
Knollenberg 
Kucinich 
Kuhl (NY) 
LaHood 
Lamborn 
Lampson 
Langevin 
Lantos 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Latham 
LaTourette 
Lee 
Levin 
Lewis (CA) 
Lewis (KY) 
Linder 
Lipinski 
LoBiondo 
Loebsack 
Lofgren, Zoe 
Lowey 
Lucas 
Lungren, Daniel 

E. 
Lynch 
Mack 
Mahoney (FL) 
Maloney (NY) 
Manzullo 
Marchant 
Markey 
Marshall 

Matheson 
Matsui 
McCarthy (CA) 
McCarthy (NY) 
McCaul (TX) 
McCollum (MN) 
McCotter 
McCrery 
McDermott 
McGovern 
McHenry 
McHugh 
McIntyre 
McKeon 
McMorris 

Rodgers 
McNerney 
McNulty 
Meehan 
Meek (FL) 
Meeks (NY) 
Melancon 
Mica 
Michaud 
Miller (FL) 
Miller (MI) 
Miller (NC) 
Miller, Gary 
Miller, George 
Mitchell 
Mollohan 
Moore (KS) 
Moore (WI) 
Moran (KS) 
Moran (VA) 
Murphy (CT) 
Murphy, Patrick 
Murphy, Tim 
Murtha 
Musgrave 
Myrick 
Nadler 
Napolitano 
Neal (MA) 
Neugebauer 
Nunes 
Oberstar 
Obey 
Olver 
Ortiz 
Pallone 
Pascrell 
Pastor 
Paul 
Payne 
Pearce 
Pence 
Perlmutter 
Peterson (MN) 
Peterson (PA) 
Petri 
Pickering 
Pitts 
Platts 
Poe 
Pomeroy 
Porter 
Price (GA) 
Price (NC) 
Pryce (OH) 
Putnam 
Rahall 
Ramstad 
Rangel 
Regula 
Rehberg 
Reichert 
Renzi 
Reyes 
Reynolds 
Rodriguez 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rogers (MI) 
Rohrabacher 
Ros-Lehtinen 
Roskam 
Ross 
Rothman 
Roybal-Allard 
Royce 
Ruppersberger 
Rush 
Ryan (OH) 
Ryan (WI) 
Salazar 
Sali 
Sánchez, Linda 

T. 

Sanchez, Loretta 
Sarbanes 
Saxton 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schmidt 
Schwartz 
Scott (GA) 
Scott (VA) 
Sensenbrenner 
Serrano 
Sestak 
Shadegg 
Shays 
Shea-Porter 
Sherman 
Shimkus 
Shuler 
Shuster 
Simpson 
Sires 
Skelton 
Slaughter 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 
Smith (TX) 
Smith (WA) 
Snyder 

Solis 
Souder 
Space 
Spratt 
Stearns 
Stupak 
Sullivan 
Sutton 
Tancredo 
Tanner 
Tauscher 
Taylor 
Terry 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Thornberry 
Tiahrt 
Tiberi 
Tierney 
Towns 
Turner 
Udall (CO) 
Udall (NM) 
Upton 
Van Hollen 
Velázquez 
Visclosky 
Walberg 

Walden (OR) 
Walsh (NY) 
Walz (MN) 
Wamp 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters 
Watson 
Watt 
Waxman 
Weiner 
Welch (VT) 
Weldon (FL) 
Weller 
Westmoreland 
Wexler 
Whitfield 
Wicker 
Wilson (NM) 
Wilson (OH) 
Wilson (SC) 
Wolf 
Woolsey 
Wu 
Wynn 
Yarmuth 
Young (AK) 
Young (FL) 

NOT VOTING—12 

Arcuri 
Barton (TX) 
Davis, Jo Ann 
Doyle 

Edwards 
Emanuel 
Gutierrez 
Johnson, E. B. 

Lewis (GA) 
Radanovich 
Sessions 
Stark 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (during 
the vote). Members are advised there 
are 2 minutes remaining in this vote. 

b 1448 

Mrs. BACHMANN, Mr. JOHNSON of 
Illinois and Mr. TANCREDO changed 
their vote from ‘‘nay’’ to ‘‘yea.’’ 

So (two-thirds being in the affirma-
tive) the rules were suspended and the 
resolution was agreed to. 

The result of the vote was announced 
as above recorded. 

A motion to reconsider was laid on 
the table. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 460, this time 
has been designated for the taking of 
the official photo of the House of Rep-
resentatives in session. 

The House will be in a brief recess 
while the Chamber is being prepared 
for the photo. 

As soon as these preparations are 
complete, the House will immediately 
resume its actual session for the tak-
ing of the photograph. 

About 5 minutes after that, the 
House will proceed with the business of 
the House. 

For the information of the Members, 
the photographer will be ready to take 
the picture in just a few minutes. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess while the 
Chamber is being prepared. 

Accordingly (at 2 o’clock and 50 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess. 
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b 1451 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order at 2 o’clock and 51 
minutes p.m. 

(Thereupon, the Members sat for the 
official photograph of the House of 
Representatives for the 110th Con-
gress.) 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to clause 
12(a) of rule I, the Chair declares the 
House in recess subject to the call of 
the Chair in one or two minutes. 

Accordingly (at 2 o’clock and 54 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess 
subject to the call of the Chair. 

f 

b 1455 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker pro 
tempore (Mr. SALAZAR) at 2 o’clock and 
55 minutes p.m. 

f 

DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SE-
CURITY APPROPRIATIONS ACT, 
2008 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 473 and rule 
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in 
the Committee of the Whole House on 
the state of the Union for the consider-
ation of the bill, H.R. 2638. 

b 1459 

IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

Accordingly, the House resolved 
itself into the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union for the 
consideration of the bill (H.R. 2638) 
making appropriations for the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security for the fis-
cal year ending September 30, 2008, and 
for other purposes, with Mr. FRANK of 
Massachusetts in the chair. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to the 

rule, the bill is considered read the 
first time. 

The gentleman from North Carolina 
(Mr. PRICE) and the gentleman from 
Kentucky (Mr. ROGERS) each will con-
trol 30 minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from North Carolina. 

Mr. PRICE of North Carolina. Mr. 
Chairman, I yield myself such time as 
I may consume. 

Mr. Chairman, I want to start by say-
ing how proud I am of the work of our 
subcommittee and its fine staff that 
has been done over the last number of 
months. 

Through the 20 hearings we have held 
so far this year, featuring testimony 
from Department officials, watch dog 
agencies and outside experts, numerous 
security vulnerabilities and manage-
ment problems have been identified 
and solutions offered. I believe that the 
bill reported by the committee is well 

informed by what we learned in these 
hearings. 

I want to express my gratitude to the 
distinguished gentleman from Ken-
tucky (Mr. ROGERS), both for his lead-
ership as the inaugural chairman of 
this subcommittee and more recently 
for his significant contributions as 
ranking member. Mr. ROGERS estab-
lished a strong, bipartisan approach to 
providing vigilant oversight of the De-
partment, and I have endeavored to 
continue on that path. 

I also want to pay tribute to Martin 
Sabo, the former ranking member of 
this subcommittee, who is an example 
to all of us not only for his expertise 
and leadership on homeland security 
issues, but also his commitment to 
public service and to this institution. 

And I don’t want to go any further 
without expressing my respect for and 
gratitude to the professional staff of 
the subcommittee, both majority and 
minority. Beverly Pheto has been an 
exemplary clerk. Her mastery of the 
issues facing the Department and each 
of its components has been invaluable. 
And I cannot underestimate the con-
tributions of Stephanie Gupta, Jeff 
Ashford, Jim Holm, and Shalanda 
Young on the majority side; and Tom 
McLemore, Ben Nicholson, and Chris-
tine Kojac on the minority side, as well 
as Darek Newby of my personal staff. 
Our subcommittee relies on the profes-
sionalism and expertise of these indi-
viduals. They are performing an in-
valuable service to the country. 

Mr. Chairman, in total, the bill be-
fore us contains $36.3 billion in discre-
tionary funding, which is $2.5 billion, 
or more than 7 percent, above the fund-
ing appropriated in 2007, including 
funding given an emergency designa-
tion in the 2007 bill. That so-called 
‘‘emergency’’ funding was primarily for 
border security needs that have nec-
essarily been absorbed into the base-
line for fiscal year 2008. The bill con-
tains $2 billion, or 5 percent, more than 
the amounts requested by President 
Bush. I hope my colleagues will agree 
that the country’s outstanding home-
land security vulnerabilities, including 
border security, more than justify this 
level of funding. 

This bill does four important things: 
First, it provides funding to address 
our country’s most pressing security 
vulnerabilities with a new emphasis on 
our ports and on rail and transit sys-
tems. 

Secondly, the bill provides critically 
needed funding to our States and com-
munities to confront not only the 
threat of terrorist activity but also 
natural disasters and the emergency 
situations that must be dealt with in 
our community every day. Homeland 
security requires a faithful partnership 
among the Federal Government, 
States, and local communities. And 
this bill honors that partnership. 

Thirdly, the bill helps to ensure that 
taxpayer dollars are well spent by re-
quiring specific management reforms 
related to contracting, procurement, 

and competition. It cuts $1.2 billion 
below the fiscal 2007 levels and $244 
million below the requested amounts 
for programs and activities that are 
not performing well or for which in-
creased or level funding has not been 
adequately justified; and it withholds a 
total of $1.9 billion for various pro-
grams until the Department submits 
detailed expenditure plans. 

And, fourth, the bill takes a long- 
term approach by requiring outside re-
views of several major programs and 
activities to ensure that long-term in-
vestments of taxpayer money are made 
wisely and productively. For example, 
we are commissioning studies by the 
National Academies of Science on the 
current direction of the BioWatch pro-
gram and on the Department’s risk 
analysis capabilities and the improve-
ments needed to ensure that invest-
ments are well targeted. 

The funding increases provided in 
this bill address the security 
vulnerabilities identified by numerous 
expert groups, including the 9/11 Com-
mission and the Hart-Rudman Commis-
sion. They also fund security actions 
mandated in the SAFE Ports Act and 
the Katrina Reform Act. 

Aviation explosive detection systems 
are funded in total at $849 million, $324 
million more than the regular 2007 bill. 
Air cargo security is funded at $73 mil-
lion, $18 million more than the 2007 
bill. And the bill directs TSA to double 
the amount of cargo it screens prior to 
loading onto passenger aircraft. 

Transit security grants are funded at 
$400 million, $225 million more than the 
2007 bill. Port security grants are fund-
ed at $400 million, $190 million more 
than the 2007 bill. An additional $40 
million is provided for the Coast Guard 
to implement the requirements of the 
SAFE Ports Act. 

Emergency Management Perform-
ance Grants are funded at $300 million, 
$100 million more than the 2007 bill. 
Metropolitan Medical Response System 
Grants are funded at $50 million, $17 
million more than 2007. State Home-
land Security and Law Enforcement 
Terrorism Prevention grants are fund-
ed at $950 million; that is $50 million 
more than 2007. Urban area security 
grants are funded at $800 million, $30 
million more than the 2007 bill. REAL 
ID and interoperable communication 
grants are funded in total at $100 mil-
lion, in contrast to no funding provided 
in 2007. Fire grants are funded at $800 
million, $138 million more than 2007. 
And FEMA management and adminis-
tration is funded at $685 million, $150 
million more than 2007. 

Mr. Chairman, I want to highlight a 
number of other provisions in the bill 
that are particularly important. We 
have all heard about contracts and 
awards from the Department that were 
not competed. FEMA recently sub-
mitted a list of nearly 4,000 contracts 
that were never competitively bid. This 
bill mandates that all grant and con-
tract funds be awarded through full 
and open competitive processes except 
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when other funding distribution mech-
anisms are required by statute. This 
approach creates a level playing field 
and also ensures that there are no con-
gressional or administration earmarks 
in this bill. 

In addition, the bill addresses a 
major immigration vulnerability that 
exists today. It requires that ICE con-
tact correctional facilities throughout 
the U.S. on a monthly basis to identify 
incarcerated immigrants who are sub-
ject to deportation. Although ICE de-
ports some number of these individuals 
now, it is not systematically identi-
fying and deporting them. There is 
simply no excuse for failing to identify 
every deportable alien and deporting 
them immediately upon their release 
from prison. 

These are undocumented individuals 
who have served time in jail for com-
mitting crimes, and we are now, unfor-
tunately, releasing them all too often 
back into the population. So asking 
prisons for information about these in-
dividuals so they can be deported 
should be among the first priorities in 
our illegal immigration enforcement 
strategy. This bill provides the direc-
tion and the funding to ICE to make 
this happen. 

The bill funds the Secure Border Ini-
tiative at the requested level of $1 bil-
lion, while requiring the Department 
to clearly justify how it plans to use 
these funds to achieve operational con-
trol of our borders. For each border 
segment, the Department will have to 
produce an analysis comparing its se-
lected approach to alternatives based 
on total cost, on level of control 
achieved, impact on affected commu-
nities, and other factors. 

We are also requiring the Depart-
ment to seek the advice and support of 
each local community affected by a 
border infrastructure project. I want to 
be clear that this does not give border 
communities a veto on border projects 
and it will not result in any project 
delays if the Department efficiently 
carries out its responsibilities. The 
provision simply requires the Depart-
ment to actively and faithfully consult 
affected communities to ensure that 
our border security efforts minimize 
adverse community impacts. That is 
reasonable to ask of the Department, 
and the Department agrees that such 
consultation is appropriate. 

We are also directing the Department 
to increase by over 40 percent the num-
ber of Border Patrol agents on the 
northern border to comply with the 
levels called for in the Intelligence Re-
form Act. In addition, the bill address-
es a Customs and Border Protection 
staffing problem that we heard about 
on a February congressional delegation 
to the southwest border. 

Because CBP officers are not consid-
ered law enforcement officers, despite 
the increasing role of law enforcement 
in their duties, they don’t receive the 
same benefits as DHS personnel who 
are considered law enforcement offi-
cers. This has made it extremely dif-

ficult to hold on to CBP officers. In a 
nutshell, the bill would allow eligible 
CBP officers to transition to law en-
forcement status beginning in fiscal 
2008. 

The Transportation Security Admin-
istration’s loss of the personal data of 
thousands of its employees is only the 
most recent example of the privacy 
problems plaguing the Department. 
The bill withholds funding for certain 
DHS programs until the proper privacy 
protections are in place because secu-
rity and privacy can and should go 
hand in hand. 

In conclusion, let me mention a few 
other provisions, Mr. Chairman. First, 
the bill includes language mandating 
that stricter State and local chemical 
security laws and regulations cannot 
be preempted by the Federal Govern-
ment. Secondly, the bill mandates that 
all grant and contract funds comply 
with Davis-Bacon prevailing wage re-
quirements. Thirdly, the $101 million in 
the bill for the new DHS campus facil-
ity at St. Elizabeth’s will not be avail-
able until the Department submits an 
explosive detection equipment spend-
ing plan and promulgates long overdue 
regulations on U-Visas for victims of 
domestic violence, rape, and involun-
tary servitude. 

This withholding of funds should not 
be interpreted as a signal of lukewarm 
support for the development of the St. 
Elizabeth’s campus. On the contrary, 
the Department and the country would 
be better served by colocating most of 
its headquarters components onto this 
single campus. This is simply our way 
of signaling that any further delay on 
an explosive detection plan or on the 
overdue U-Visa rule is completely un-
acceptable. 

Mr. Chairman, I reserve the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Mr. Chair-
man, I yield myself such time as I may 
consume. 

Let me start, Mr. Chairman, by com-
mending the subcommittee chairman 
on putting together a thoughtful bill, 
his first as the chairman of this impor-
tant subcommittee. I must also recog-
nize the chairman’s continuation of 
this subcommittee’s bipartisan tradi-
tion as well as to state how much I ap-
preciate the chairman’s willingness to 
listen to the concerns on this side of 
the aisle and accommodate us as much 
as possible. 

I would, however, like to briefly say 
a few words about some specific items 
of concern. First, fiscal responsibility. 

The 302(b) allocation for the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security is $36.25 
billion. That is $2.1 billion above what 
was requested of us and amounts to a 
13.6 percent increase above fiscal 2007. 
And that doesn’t even include the bil-
lions in one-time emergency funding 
that has been added to the DHS budget 
over the last year, including the $1.05 
billion in unrequested funding just ap-
proved in the supplemental last month. 

If you include that figure in the in-
crease, it is almost a 17 percent in-

crease over the current year. By com-
parison, the budget request would give 
the Department a 7.2 percent increase, 
and I think that recommendation is 
more than sufficient, even generous, 
for the Department. 

The public is demanding account-
ability and fiscal responsibility, and I 
don’t think we can exclude any Federal 
agency from fiscal discipline, even the 
Department of Homeland Security. 
More money and more government do 
not equal more security. 

Therefore, I will offer an amendment 
later today to limit the budget to a 
more than generous and responsible 7.2 
percent increase over current spending. 
I am hopeful my colleagues will sup-
port that effort. 

And when I use the term ‘‘respon-
sible,’’ Mr. Chairman, I am also stating 
that we must ensure DHS has suffi-
cient resources to carry out legislative 
direction. The bill includes a bold man-
date for ICE to contact every correc-
tional facility in the country, over 
5,000 of them, at least once a month to 
identify incarcerated aliens and ini-
tiate deportation proceedings against 
them. That is a laudable goal, and I 
support the policy and the goal. But, 
Mr. Chairman, it is going to be very, 
very difficult to do mechanically and it 
is unfunded. 

b 1515 
We are going to be asking the States 

and localities to pay, assumedly, for 
the review of who is in their jails. 

Number two, they don’t have the au-
thority nor the capability to determine 
whether or not Joe Blow in cell 18 is an 
undocumented alien or not. It’s not 
their job, and they don’t have the capa-
bility to do that. So I don’t know what 
will be the result of this mandate. It is 
unfunded, and it is going to be very dif-
ficult to put in practice. The Depart-
ment already surveys routinely the 
most probable jails where the most 
probable criminal aliens are being held 
anyway. 

Despite the requirement for ICE to 
report on the resources needed to carry 
out this unfunded mandate, I am con-
cerned that the bill presupposes ICE 
can simply transfer or reprioritize 
monies from other sources within their 
budget, for example, the fugitive appre-
hension program. They are out there 
trying to catch the criminals on the 
streets that are loose. It seems to me 
they are a bigger danger than those in-
carcerated in the jails. 

These enforcement activities involve 
many duties, duties that include track-
ing down at-large criminals, inves-
tigating smuggling networks, pre-
venting child pornography, preventing 
the exploit of sensitive national secu-
rity technology, and taking down em-
ployers who are exploiting illegal im-
migrants to the point of abuse. 

From which of these critical missions 
should ICE take monies in order to 
comb the Nation’s jails and correc-
tional facilities, most of which never 
have any criminal aliens in them any-
way? So to suggest that ICE should 
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refocus its resources almost exclu-
sively on jailed illegal aliens at the ex-
pense of trying to catch fugitives on 
the street who are raping and plun-
dering seems to me as short-sighted as 
it is potentially very dangerous. 

There must be a balance among ICE’s 
many critical missions. And I am con-
cerned this bill falls short in that re-
gard. I am hopeful the Chairman will 
work with me and others to develop a 
more realistic implementation of this 
policy as we move forward. 

I have other concerns as well. Any 
immigration policy starts out with se-
curing the border. If we can’t control 
who crosses our Nation’s borders, all 
other possible immigration initiatives 
will fail. To address this critical issue, 
Congress has authorized and appro-
priated for substantial infrastructure 
on the southwest border. But the bill 
contains a number of onerous restric-
tions on funding for fencing and other 
tactical infrastructure along our bor-
ders until the Department performs 
certain actions. 

At first glance, these individual fenc-
ing and tactical infrastructure require-
ments appear to be based upon sound 
policy. However, added together, they 
are a series of obstacles that can poten-
tially impede installation of critical 
border security systems. I fear that se-
curing the border will be greatly de-
terred. 

While I am pleased with the continu-
ation of robust planning requirements 
for SBInet, I am absolutely committed 
to securing our borders as rapidly as 
possible. We will work with the Chair-
man to ensure that DHS accomplishes 
that critical task on time and on budg-
et. There must be a balance between 
prudent oversight and timely execution 
of the Department’s border security 
mission. 

In addition, Mr. Chairman, the bill 
removes for the first time the cap on 
the number of TSA screeners that was 
put into this bill in 2002, and every 
year since. That cap was established 
for very good reasons, reasons that 
still exist. TSA was created by Con-
gress in 2001. At that time, I chaired 
the Transportation Appropriations 
Subcommittee, and we put in this cap 
because TSA was demonstrating abso-
lutely no discipline in its planning, hir-
ing and use of technology. TSA’s 
mindset was to hire an army of screen-
ers, 70,000 of them, while advancements 
in research and technology were large-
ly ignored. 

By requiring in law that TSA could 
not exceed 45,000 screeners, TSA was 
forced to refocus its decision-making. 
They began to place better, cheaper, 
and more effective technologies and 
machines in the airport, x-ray ma-
chines and the like, and started to 
slowly clear out the more expensive, 
manpower-intensive trace detection 
machines in the lobbies of airports. 

The screener cap, Mr. Chairman, 
works. Without it, I am fearful that 
TSA will go back to its old ways of 
solving screener problems by simply 

adding more people, a very short-sight-
ed, costly, and dangerous solution. 
Given these concerns, I plan to offer an 
amendment to restore the 45,000 
screener cap later today. 

Finally, Mr. Chairman, I am con-
cerned about the annual expectations 
we may be setting for State and local 
grants. These funds are intended to ad-
dress counterterrorism needs and dis-
aster preparedness, the Homeland Se-
curity portion of local first responders’ 
budgets and duties. These agencies are 
certainly happy, of course, to get these 
grant funds, and now even expect it. I 
am concerned that we are transforming 
the mission and purpose of these grant 
programs from risk reduction to that 
of revenue sharing, something it was 
never intended to be. 

Rather than just adding billions to 
these grant programs, as this bill does, 
what we ought to be doing is working 
with the authorizing committees to 
change the way these grant programs 
are authorized and administered, and 
lay out specifically what the Federal 
Government expects for the grants 
that we do make. 

Grants to States and local commu-
nities are intended to reduce our 
vulnerabilities and are not immune 
from fiscal discipline, particularly 
when you consider that there is nearly 
$5 billion in unspent first responder 
grant dollars simply laying there wait-
ing to be spent. We should be working 
on seeing that the pipeline is 
unclogged. Why put billions more dol-
lars in the hopper when it’s full al-
ready, waiting to be drained out the 
bottom in a clogged pipeline? 

Mr. Chairman, in conclusion, I be-
lieve this bill has the potential to do a 
lot of good. There are many provisions 
and funding recommendations that I 
agree with. I applaud Chairman PRICE’s 
efforts to keep the Department on 
track to produce results, provide 
strong oversight, and continuing the 
subcommittee’s tradition of strict ac-
countability. 

I look forward to working with him 
and the Members of the House and the 
Senate as the bill moves forward. 

Mr. Chairman, I reserve the balance 
of my time. 

Mr. PRICE of North Carolina. Mr. 
Chairman, I would like to yield 3 min-
utes to the gentleman from Wash-
ington (Mr. DICKS). 

Mr. DICKS. Mr. Chairman, I rise to 
engage in a colloquy with the chairman 
of the subcommittee to inquire about 
the language in the report accom-
panying this bill relating to funding for 
the capability replacement laboratory 
that is being built as part of the Pa-
cific Northwest Laboratory complex in 
the 300 Area at Hanford. This lab is 
being constructed in order to replace 
facilities that are being demolished as 
a result of the environmental cleanup 
program managed by the Department 
of Energy. The existing lab provides 
critical science and technology capa-
bilities to the Department of Homeland 
Security, including radiation detection 

and analysis, information, analytics 
and testing, evaluation and certifi-
cation capabilities. 

To maintain these capabilities, DHS, 
along with two agencies within DOE, 
has entered into a memorandum of un-
derstanding to share the cost for re-
placing this laboratory complex. 

I yield to the gentleman from Wash-
ington. 

Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. I 
thank the gentleman for yielding. 

I would like to point out that DHS 
provided approximately $2.25 million in 
prior years for conceptual design of 
this project. In addition, the FY07 
Homeland Security appropriation bill 
provided $2 million for the continued 
design and initial construction of this 
facility. And I thank the gentleman 
from Kentucky for his help last year. 
However, no funds were included in the 
FY08 budget request from DHS. The 
MOU calls for $25 million to be contrib-
uted by DHS to begin construction. If 
this funding is not included, the 
project will likely be delayed into fu-
ture years, causing both DHS and DOE 
to lose important laboratory capabili-
ties they need to keep our country 
safe. 

Mr. DICKS. I thank the gentleman 
for those important points. It is my un-
derstanding that there is language in 
the report to accompany the bill ad-
dressing the funding commitment 
made by DHS in the MOU. 

I would yield to the chairman of the 
subcommittee for clarification. 

Mr. PRICE of North Carolina. The 
gentleman is correct. Language in the 
report directs the science and tech-
nology directorate to fulfill the fund-
ing obligation to which it committed 
itself in the MOU signed last Novem-
ber. 

Mr. DICKS. I thank the chairman for 
his response, and I ask him to continue 
to work with me and my colleague 
from Washington to ensure that this 
obligation is fulfilled by DHS. 

Mr. PRICE of North Carolina. I would 
be happy to work with you and Mr. 
HASTINGS to ensure that the Depart-
ment adheres to the direction provided 
in the report. 

Mr. DICKS. Thank you. 
I yield to the gentleman from Wash-

ington. 
Mr. HASTINGS of Washington. 

Thank you for yielding. I thank the 
gentleman, and I thank the Chair as 
well, and look forward to working with 
both of you in this regard. 

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Mr. Chair-
man, I yield 3 minutes to a very hard-
working member of our committee, Mr. 
PETERSON of Pennsylvania. 

Mr. PETERSON of Pennsylvania. I 
want to thank the gentleman from 
Kentucky, Ranking Member ROGERS, 
for yielding time and for the leadership 
he and Chairman PRICE have given this 
committee. It has been a pleasure to 
serve. 

I rise today to speak about an issue 
of vital importance to me, the infra-
structure protection and our energy de-
livery system protection. 
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This bill has $532 million to protect 

the infrastructure of this country. Our 
transportation system has been a very 
high focus because that is how we were 
attacked, the use of our transportation 
system. But in my view, the vulner-
ability of America is very much its in-
frastructure on energy. We lack oil re-
fineries and cannot afford to have any 
refineries offline from a terrorist at-
tack. We now import 13 percent of our 
gasoline from foreign countries and 
often have to bid for it when it’s in the 
ship. 

Our natural gas system is struggling 
to furnish adequate and affordable nat-
ural gas for us to heat our homes and 
run our businesses because we are 
using huge amounts of it now to gen-
erate electricity. We are using large 
amounts of it now to make ethanol be-
cause it is a fuel. Ninety-six percent of 
all the new ethanol plants use natural 
gas. 

We are finding that natural gas is the 
mother’s milk of this country, and any 
disruption in our pipeline system, be-
cause we are not able to produce ade-
quate amounts of natural gas without 
any disruption in the current delivery 
system. 

Our electric grid, in my view, we 
were short on generating capacity; 
that has been beefed up because we 
have built a lot of natural gas electric 
generators. But we have not ade-
quately invested, or in some cases have 
not been able to build the grid that 
connects our country. We need to have 
all of our country criss-crossed with a 
stronger grid, so that if any portion of 
it goes down, another portion, we can 
come in the back door with electricity. 

Our dependence on electricity and 
our use of electricity is growing every 
day. And in my view, with wind and 
solar slowly coming online, those are 
often in areas that we don’t have a 
good hookup to the grid, and we need 
to build transmission lines to bring 
that capacity to the system. 

I believe the Department of Home-
land Security must be more strin-
gently identified as a priority within 
the Department of Homeland Security. 
I have said throughout the process of 
marking up this bill that the 
vulnerabilities of our electric grid, our 
pipeline system and our refinery sys-
tem need to be a higher priority. I am 
thankful for the language that was ac-
cepted in this bill to require the De-
partment of Homeland Security, with 
input from the Department of Energy, 
to provide a report on the most critical 
capacity limit segments of the North 
American electricity transmission and 
distribution network. And we probably 
ought to be doing the same for all of 
our other energy infrastructures. 

It is critical that we identify these 
segments and also identify if disrup-
tion of any of these segments would 
generate a cascading affect that could 
cripple the economy of our country. It 
is vital that we protect our energy in-
frastructure. 

I want to thank Mr. ROGERS and Mr. 
PRICE for their dedication on this bill 

and their willingness to work with me 
on what I believe are the 
vulnerabilities that need to be beefed 
up to make sure this country has the 
energy it needs. 

Mr. PRICE of North Carolina. Mr. 
Chairman, I yield 2 minutes to our col-
league on the subcommittee, the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. SERRANO). 

(Mr. SERRANO asked and was given 
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Chairman, I rise 
in support of this bill and would like to 
commend Chairman PRICE, Ranking 
Member ROGERS, and their wonderful 
staff for their hard work in bringing 
this bill to the floor. 

The bill provides adequate funding 
for programs that are crucial to the 
Nation’s security, many of which the 
President chose to underfund or elimi-
nate in his request. 

Although we have not suffered a ter-
rorist attack since the morning of 9/11, 
the threat remains real. Therefore, it is 
crucial that we provide sufficient re-
sources to support those who represent 
our first line of defense. 

I am pleased that the bill acknowl-
edges this reality and restores proposed 
cuts to grant programs such as the 
Metropolitan Medical Response System 
and the SAFER program, which helps 
our struggling local fire departments 
fulfill ever-increasing homeland secu-
rity missions. 

b 1530 

I know that my own City of New 
York is making good use of all of these 
grants, including those provided to the 
Urban Areas Security Initiative grant 
program. 

Beyond helping our States and mu-
nicipalities, I would also like to ex-
press my support for the way the com-
mittee handles the balance between the 
different demands in the different de-
partments and their ongoing missions. 
These critical missions, such as stop-
ping the flow of illegal drugs and ap-
proving visas, have not gone away 
since 9/11. This bill properly recognizes 
this reality and provides support. 

Finally, I am pleased that the chair-
man and ranking member chose to ad-
dress issues related to the treatment 
and deportation of immigrants. As we 
work to secure our borders, it is impor-
tant that we never lose touch with 
America’s enduring spirit as a nation 
that stands ready to welcome all who 
come in search of a better life. 

Mr. Chairman, in conclusion, I be-
lieve the bill does a good job of pro-
viding adequate funds for programs 
crucial to the security of the homeland 
and strengthens the partnership be-
tween the Federal, State and local gov-
ernments and all the local commu-
nities. I truly believe it includes all the 
ingredients necessary for success. 

Therefore, I urge my colleagues to 
support this bill, and I would ask for 
their vote. 

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Mr. Chair-
man, I yield 3 minutes to the gen-

tleman from Texas (Mr. CARTER), one 
of the hardest working members of our 
subcommittee. 

Mr. CARTER. I thank the chairman 
for yielding. 

Mr. Chairman, first, I would like to 
thank Chairman PRICE and Ranking 
Member ROGERS for the hard work that 
they have done on this Homeland Secu-
rity bill. What we are trying to do is 
secure our Nation with our Homeland 
Security bill, and this goes a long way 
to doing that. But I have some con-
cerns about this bill, and I have ex-
pressed them. 

We have got to secure our Nation, 
and it is of primary importance to this 
country that we secure this Nation at 
every level. We have been working dili-
gently and hard to do that. We have 
tried to use an open process in the 
Homeland Security Subcommittee, and 
that is, we lay all our cards on the 
table in our appropriations bill. We 
have historically let all the spending 
on homeland security be laid out before 
this House so that the daylight and re-
ality of how we are spending the Amer-
ican people’s money is in the bill. 

I am concerned, and I wish to express 
the concern that in the appropriations 
process this year there is a lot that is 
going to be done in the dark. In this 
particular bill, it is a very small item 
as compared to what is coming down 
the road at us, but there is $16 million 
for bridges which we won’t know ex-
actly how that is going to be spent for 
this House to examine it, but it will be 
‘‘air dropped’’ in in the conference 
committee. That is an indicator of 
what we are looking at as we deal with 
Member-initiated spending with the 
nickname of ‘‘earmarks’’ in the future. 

At present, the plan is to set aside 
the money but not tell us how to spend 
it, and, oh, by the way vote for it. But 
I think in the last election the Amer-
ican people told us that they wanted 
sunlight on this process. They wanted 
to be able to see how we spend our 
money, including they wanted our 
names put on the things that were in-
dividually requested. In fact, the Re-
publican House passed such a rule, to 
put the names on every earmark. 

Yet we see in a very small part in 
this bill, and much expanded in the 
bills to follow, that there is going to be 
no sunshine on this process. In fact, it 
is going to be inside closed doors in the 
conference committee where there is 
really not a whole lot this House can 
do about it. 

With increased nonemergency spend-
ing of $81.4 billion, these are issues 
that American people want to know 
about it. They want their elected Rep-
resentatives to take a look at it and be 
able to figure out how the money is 
being spent. We debated this process 
the last session of Congress. We made 
it important to us as individual Mem-
bers. We talked about it and discussed 
it and voted on it. 

Now, all of a sudden, we have a proc-
ess that has gone behind closed doors 
in secrecy, and as we vote these things 
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out, as Members of Congress we are 
voting a bill which has a fund set-aside 
which we are not told how that fund is 
going to be spent. We are told it could 
be published over the break. This is in-
excusable. 

Mr. PRICE of North Carolina. Mr. 
Chairman, I yield 2 minutes to the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. FARR), an-
other member of our committee. 

Mr. FARR. I thank the gentleman for 
yielding. 

Mr. Chairman, I rise as a member of 
this committee and want to commend 
the style of this committee. I don’t 
think any committee has had more 
hearings with more substantive issues 
than this Committee on Appropriations 
for security. 

In fact, this bill appropriates a record 
amount of spending, $36.3 billion. What 
we tried to do in the committee, and I 
want to commend Mr. ROGERS and Mr. 
PRICE, was starting out asking what 
are the risk issues that we really need 
to face in the Nation. This whole em-
phasis has been essentially an antiter-
rorism effort, when, in reality, in cre-
ating this huge, huge bureaucracy and 
moving the Department of Agriculture 
and everybody else into it, what we 
have found from a lot of experts is that 
you really have to deal with issues 
such as the first responders would be 
the same for a terrorist activity as 
they would be for a natural disaster, 
and that we really have to base our de-
cisions on risk-based management. 

It was no more clear than in a place 
that we are just sort of throwing 
money at, which is the border between 
Mexico and the United States. In testi-
mony, we found that there are more 
terrorist incidents—in fact, there have 
been none on the Mexican-U.S. border, 
but there have been several on the 
U.S.-Canadian border where we have 
very little security whatsoever. So if 
you were acting just on risk manage-
ment, you would put more assets on 
the Canadian border than on the Mexi-
can border. But the emphasis here isn’t 
about homeland security; it is more 
about immigration. 

I think hearing all the things put to-
gether, this is a really good bill. 

One of the things Mr. ROGERS men-
tioned that I would like to just dis-
agree with, all of our local law enforce-
ment say that the biggest problem 
they are having is they arrest people 
who don’t have papers and then they 
release them because nobody from INS 
will come around and check it out. Ev-
erybody on the committee was con-
cerned about the fact that there wasn’t 
enough effort put into what they call 
‘‘jail checks,’’ and this committee bill 
addresses that. 

Mr. Chairman, I would like to com-
mend the Members, and point out that 
this is not just a spending bill, because 
they cut a lot of things and they put 
conditions on spending. 

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Mr. Chair-
man, I yield 3 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Tennessee (Mr. WAMP), a 
very hard-working member of our com-
mittee. 

Mr. WAMP. Mr. Chairman, I rise to 
enter into a colloquy with the distin-
guished chairman of the subcommittee. 

I commend the gentleman from 
North Carolina for putting together a 
bill that meets the security needs of 
this country. As a former member of 
the Homeland Security Subcommittee, 
I respect the enormous task the sub-
committee has in providing oversight 
to a department that is still finding its 
way. 

Of particular concern to me are the 
Department’s Infrastructure Protec-
tion analysis centers, which provide 
basic analytic services to the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security. PSAC, the 
Protective Security Analysis Center, is 
one such tool. PSAC is a collaborative 
effort between a number of Department 
of Energy national labs and industry 
partners which exist to collect, analyze 
and share infrastructure risk informa-
tion within DHS, as well as with the 
communities in which the infrastruc-
ture is located. 

PSAC integrates infrastructure infor-
mation, risk analysis and data collec-
tion through assessment tools to sup-
port the process of risk-based decision- 
making. PSAC also hosts a number of 
DHS systems supporting chemical fa-
cility security and bombing preven-
tion, as well as the National Asset 
Database, all of which are essential to 
accomplishing the DHS mission. 

It is also important to note that DHS 
has made a $52 million investment in 
PSAC over the past 4 years to develop 
these capabilities and expertise. With-
out continued support, this significant 
investment would be lost and DHS 
would be left with numerous unfunded 
mission requirements. It is my under-
standing the committee has approved 
$78.9 million for identification and 
analysis. 

Chairman PRICE, I ask if you will 
work with me, please, to ensure that 
the Department of Homeland Security 
provides adequate funding for these 
analysis centers, particularly the 
PSAC, in FY 08. 

Mr. PRICE of North Carolina. Mr. 
Chairman, I thank the gentleman from 
Tennessee for his kind words on our 
bill, and I appreciate his interest in the 
Protective Security Analysis Center, 
or PSAC. 

As the gentleman noted, the bill in-
cludes $78.9 million for the Assistant 
Secretary for Infrastructure Protection 
to carry out identification and analysis 
programs. This funding supports the 
analytical work done by DHS to iden-
tify risks to infrastructure and to 
model the effects of terrorist attacks 
and natural disasters. 

The PSAC is an important part of 
these activities. I look forward to 
working with the gentleman to ensure 
that these important activities are 
adequately funded in our bill. 

Mr. PRICE of North Carolina. Mr. 
Chairman, I yield 1 minute to the gen-
tlewoman from California (Ms. LEE), a 
member of the full Appropriations 
Committee. 

Ms. LEE. Mr. Chairman, let me 
thank the gentleman for yielding and 
for his leadership. 

Mr. Chairman, I rise today in strong 
support of this Homeland Security ap-
propriations bill. For too long, this 
Congress has failed to fund our critical 
homeland security priorities. I am 
pleased, however, that this bill today 
takes significant steps towards ad-
dressing these issues. 

As a Member who represents the Port 
of Oakland, I want to just mention port 
security, which has been long neglected 
by the Bush administration. In this 
bill, we make an important commit-
ment to provide at the authorized level 
$400 million in port security grants, 
which is $190 million over the Presi-
dent’s request. 

To protect critical transit infrastruc-
ture, this bill provides $400 million in 
grants, which is $225 million over the 
President’s request. 

On the issue of ensuring that first re-
sponders are able to communicate be-
tween themselves, this bill provides $50 
million for essential interoperable 
communications. 

Mr. Chairman, this Congress is mak-
ing good on its promise to provide a 
clear and new and realistic direction on 
homeland security. I urge my col-
leagues to support this bill. 

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Mr. Chair-
man, I yield 2 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Alabama (Mr. ROGERS), a 
member of the authorizing committee 
for homeland security in the House. 

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama. Mr. Chair-
man, I rise today to support the De-
partment of Homeland Security Appro-
priations Act for Fiscal Year 2008. I 
would like to thank Chairman PRICE 
and Ranking Member ROGERS for in-
cluding a solid increase for funding for 
detection canine teams used by DHS. 
The bill includes an increase of $17.3 
million that will add more canine 
teams for air cargo inspections. The 
bill also includes funding for 1,506 ca-
nine teams for CBP, which represents 
an increase of 272 teams over last 
year’s level. 

These increases reflect a provision I 
supported in the Rail and Public Trans-
portation Safety Act of 2007 and H.R. 
659, the Canine Detection Team Im-
provement Act, which I introduced ear-
lier this year. 

However, I am deeply concerned 
about section 527 that would classify 
instructors at the Federal Law En-
forcement Training Center as inher-
ently governmental. This provision 
would impose a dangerous ban on using 
non-Federal trainers after a national 
emergency and the resulting needed 
times of surge. 

I also remain concerned about the 
ability of DHS to recruit and train an 
additional 3,000 new Border Patrol 
agents funded by the bill. Given attri-
tion rates, this means that Border Pa-
trol will need to hire and train approxi-
mately 4,400 agents a year. While I sup-
port putting more boots on the ground 
as quickly as possible, I am convinced 
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that the current approach DHS is using 
cannot meet this goal. 

I am also concerned that it continues 
to cost $187,000 to recruit, train and de-
ploy just one Border Patrol agent. The 
Subcommittee on Management Inves-
tigations and Oversight plans to hold 
another hearing on Border Patrol 
agent training costs in its capacity 
next Tuesday. It is my hope that the 
findings from this hearing will be con-
sidered by the House and Senate con-
ferees on this bill to improve the way 
DHS recruits and trains Border Patrol 
agents. 

Mr. PRICE of North Carolina. Mr. 
Chairman, I gladly yield 2 minutes to a 
very fine Member, the gentleman from 
Mississippi (Mr. THOMPSON), the chair-
man of our authorizing committee on 
homeland security. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. 
Chairman, I appreciate the gentleman 
giving me the time. 

Mr. Chairman, I rise in strong sup-
port of H.R. 2638. This legislation goes 
a long way to meeting the Nation’s 
homeland security needs. It also pro-
vides funding in a number of areas at 
the Department of Homeland Security 
that have repeatedly been short-
changed. 

Specifically, the bill before us today 
provides DHS with $36.3 billion, a $2.1 
billion increase over the President’s re-
quest. Additionally, H.R. 2638 addresses 
many of the areas identified in the au-
thorization bill that the Committee on 
Homeland Security developed. 

The House overwhelmingly approved 
the authorization bill in early May. At 
the same time, it also is shaped by 
many of the recommendations of the 9/ 
11 Commission, as well as pro-
grammatic changes called for in H.R. 1, 
legislation that I authored and that 
passed the House in January on a bi-
partisan basis. 

b 1545 

For instance, this bill includes $78 
million to double the amount of cargo 
screened on passenger aircraft. This 
would put TSA on the path of inspect-
ing 100 percent of cargo, a key provi-
sion in H.R. 1. 

Chairman PRICE is to be commended 
for producing a bill that makes the 
homeland more secure, especially given 
the tight budget constraints. We all 
know that to get border security right, 
we need to put more trained ‘‘boots on 
the ground.’’ H.R. 2638 provides funding 
for 3,000 additional Border Patrol 
agents to bring the number of agents 
to 17,819 by the end of the fiscal year. 

It also makes some major enhance-
ments to the operations of the Depart-
ment. It mandates that all grants and 
contracts can only be used for projects 
that comply with Davis-Bacon. It also 
allows State and local governments to 
set chemical security rules that are 
stronger than those issued by the Fed-
eral Government. And it sets informa-
tion protection standards for vulner-
ability and security plans for chemical 
facilities. 

I support this bill and urge its pas-
sage. 

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Mr. Chair-
man, I yield 3 minutes to the ranking 
member on the Border and Terrorism 
Subcommittee of the Homeland Secu-
rity authorization committee, Mr. 
SOUDER from Indiana. 

(Mr. SOUDER asked and was given 
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. SOUDER. I thank the distin-
guished ranking member and chairman 
of the subcommittee. 

Mr. Chairman, I want to point out a 
tremendous irony that is happening 
here in the Capitol Building today. In 
the other body, the President of the 
United States has come over to lobby 
for an immigration bill and the other 
body is considering this. Yet we are de-
bating a homeland security bill where 
we have had Republicans come down to 
the floor who say it’s too expensive, 
that it’s spending too much money, but 
if you took this times four on an an-
nual basis for 5 years, you couldn’t 
begin to meet the standards that are in 
the Senate bill. We have people like 
Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky pointing out 
that we’re mandating Homeland Secu-
rity to go check everybody in these de-
tention centers but without any money 
for it. Unless your intention is com-
plete and pure amnesty, how would you 
do that if you don’t fund programs? 

Mr. ROGERS of Alabama pointed out 
that we don’t have a realistic program 
for training Border Patrol, that it’s 
costing too much. Yeah. Well, how are 
we going to ramp this up two or three 
times if we don’t have money to do the 
Border Patrol people? 

This bill is an advertisement, a walk-
ing billboard for the gaping holes in 
the bill of the other body. On pages 12 
and 13 of this bill, and I agree with all 
these criticisms as we worked through 
our subcommittee, it says that they 
have to define activities, milestones 
and costs of implementing the program 
for the Secure Border Initiative. You 
mean they don’t have that? You mean 
they’re promising that we’re going to 
have a secure border and they don’t 
even have the cost estimates? Yes, 
that’s correct. 

Number 2 here on page 12 says, dem-
onstrate how the activities will further 
the objectives of it and have a multi- 
year strategic plan. You mean they 
don’t have a multi-year strategic plan? 
No, they don’t. 

Identify funding and staffing. You 
mean they haven’t done that? 

Describe how the plan addresses secu-
rity needs at the northern border. They 
don’t even have the date set for when 
they’re going to develop a plan for the 
northern border, yet we’re debating a 
bill in the other body that says that 
we’re supposedly securing our border? 

On page 37, it says, complete the 
schedule for the full implementation of 
a biometric exit program or certifi-
cation that such program is not pos-
sible within 5 years. Well, I’ve talked 
to US-VISIT. They haven’t even been 

talked to about it. Of course they can’t 
meet 5 years. We’re talking 10 years 
minimum. 

What are they debating over in the 
other body? When the American public 
looks at what’s happening in the Cap-
itol Building on the same day and 
we’re passing an appropriations bill 
that has theoretically looking at a bio-
metric exit maybe in the next 5 years 
and the other body is acting like it’s 
done, what’s going on here? 

On page 59, there’s a direct challenge 
to the question of our matching sys-
tem. Now, the other day we had some-
body with TB who had the warning on 
the screen, one we actually caught and 
we released him. But what we have is a 
question of are our lists even valid and 
there are restrictions on that. 

Other parts of the bill are actually 
going to delay the implementation of 
the fence by saying that, for example, 
75 percent of the land in Arizona is ac-
tually either government-owned, Na-
tive-American-owned, it’s a wilderness 
area, it’s a range; and it says we have 
to work out each of those things before 
we can put any fence in. 

Another part of the bill says we have 
to work with State and local govern-
ments in their areas. How in the world 
can the other body be making these 
promises when this bill points out the 
gaping holes? 

Mr. PRICE of North Carolina. Mr. 
Chairman, I yield 2 minutes to the gen-
tleman from Rhode Island who’s 
worked with us on this bill, Mr. 
LANGEVIN. 

(Mr. LANGEVIN asked and was given 
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. LANGEVIN. I thank the gen-
tleman for yielding, and I want to say 
that I rise in strong support of the FY 
2008 Department of Homeland Security 
appropriations bill. I want to begin by 
commending Chairman PRICE’s leader-
ship in crafting a measure that will 
provide an additional $2.1 billion above 
the President’s request and fill many of 
our remaining security gaps. 

As chairman of the Homeland Secu-
rity Subcommittee on Emerging 
Threats, Cybersecurity and Science 
and Technology, I am particularly 
pleased that this bill incorporates lan-
guage I worked on to strengthen chem-
ical security by allowing State and 
local governments to set chemical safe-
ty rules that are stronger than Federal 
mandates. 

Further, this legislation incorporates 
an additional $307 million for aviation 
security, an area the 9/11 Commission 
highlighted as a priority. This bill will 
allow TSA to install vital explosive de-
tection systems at commercial airports 
nationwide and will double the amount 
of cargo screened on passenger air-
crafts. 

This bill also takes the critical step 
of lifting the cap on TSA airport 
screeners, a provision which is of tre-
mendous importance to T.F. Green Air-
port in my district. 

In addition, H.R. 2638 incorporates ro-
bust funding to strengthen border pro-
tection, including $8.8 billion to fund 
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an additional 3,000 Border Patrol 
agents for FY08. 

Finally, this legislation will help our 
first responders who place their lives 
on the line each and every day by re-
storing funding to the local law en-
forcement terrorism prevention pro-
gram and the assistance to firefighter 
grants program. 

Of course, no appropriations measure 
is perfect and this bill is no exception. 
I am especially disappointed with the 
inadequate funding level for R&D for 
cybersecurity. Cybersecurity poses po-
tentially devastating threats to our 
Nation’s critical infrastructure, and I 
hope we can improve the bill in this 
area. I have a later amendment to that 
effect that I hope to discuss with the 
chairman. 

Overall, however, this is an excellent 
bill. I again want to commend the 
chairman and the committee for their 
outstanding work on this measure. It 
provides support to many critical pro-
grams, and I urge my colleagues to join 
me in supporting it. 

Mr. PRICE of North Carolina. Mr. 
Chairman, I yield 1 minute to the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. CUELLAR). 

Mr. CUELLAR. I want to thank, Mr. 
Chairman, Chairman DAVID PRICE and 
Ranking Member HAROLD ROGERS for 
the leadership and bipartisan work 
that they have done in this bill. 

I rise in support of this Homeland Se-
curity appropriations bill because I am 
a Member who represents part of the 
U.S.-Mexico border and this is strong 
on homeland security. 

One of the things I would like to em-
phasize is that it allows input from the 
local communities. I think before a 
fence is put, that I think it’s very, very 
important that we get the input of the 
local county officials, city officials, the 
business sector before any sort of fence 
is put in there. 

The second part of it is we’re doing a 
lot to help Border Patrol, but I think 
it’s also important to provide incen-
tives for customs officers; and by giv-
ing them law enforcement officer sta-
tus, that will improve the Department 
of Homeland Security to recruit and 
retain those officers. 

The last point is the criminal alien 
program. By providing extra funding, 
the $50 million to make sure that we 
contact the local jails, this is impor-
tant to make sure that we deport any-
body who is in one of the local jails and 
move them out. 

Mr. Chairman, I thank you for the 
leadership you have provided. 

Mr. PRICE of North Carolina. Mr. 
Chairman, how much time do we have 
remaining? 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman has 
61⁄2 minutes. The gentleman from Ken-
tucky has 6 minutes. 

Mr. PRICE of North Carolina. Mr. 
Chairman, I yield 1 minute to the gen-
tlewoman from Texas (Ms. JACKSON- 
LEE). 

(Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas asked 
and was given permission to revise and 
extend her remarks.) 

Ms. JACKSON-LEE of Texas. I thank 
the chairman very much, and I thank 
the ranking member for their work. 

I want to point out particularly in 
the interest of our subcommittee on 
the authorizing committee, chair-
woman of the Transportation Security 
and Critical Infrastructure, is the im-
portance of the added amount of dol-
lars for the Transportation Security 
Administration, a figure that is $307 
million above the 2007 request, $6.62 bil-
lion. I am hoping that that means that 
we will begin to look at the entire op-
erations of airports, to ensure that the 
grounds, the back side of the airport as 
well, are as safe as the front side, that 
we will be able to screen all of the em-
ployees that come on the airport 
grounds. 

I am very happy to see that the port 
security grants are there, representing 
Houston and the Port of Houston. Last-
ly, let me say that I hope we will be 
able to work together on ensuring that 
when we have outreach and security 
training that we include the neighbor-
hoods surrounding the items that may 
generate the kind of nonsecure inci-
dent that may occur. We must provide 
security for neighborhoods. 

I hope that we will pass this bill and 
add the issue of securing neighborhoods 
to the bill. 

Mr. Chairman, September 11, 2001, is a 
day that is indelibly etched in the psyche of 
every American and in the minds of many 
throughout the world. Much like the 
unprovoked attack on Pearl Harbor on Decem-
ber 7, 1941, September 11 is a day that will 
live in infamy. And as much as Pearl Harbor 
changed the course of world history by pre-
cipitating the global struggle between totali-
tarian fascism and representative democracy, 
the transformative impact of September 11 in 
the course of American and human history is 
indelible. September 11 was not only the be-
ginning of the global war on terror, but more-
over, it was the day of innocence lost for a 
new generation of Americans. 

Since that catastrophic day, I have put the 
protection of our homeland at the forefront of 
my legislative agenda. I believe that our col-
lective efforts as Americans will all be in vain 
if we do not achieve our most important pri-
ority: the security of our Nation. Accordingly, I 
became then and continue to this day to be an 
active and engaged member of the Committee 
on Homeland Security, and chairwoman of the 
Transportation Security and Infrastructure Pro-
tection Subcommittee. 

Our Nation’s collective response to the trag-
edy of September 11 exemplified what has 
been true of the American people since the in-
ception of our Republic—in times of crisis, we 
come together and always persevere. Despite 
the depths of our anguish on the preceding 
day, on September 12 the American people 
demonstrated their compassion and solidarity 
for one another as we began the process of 
response, recovery, and rebuilding. We tran-
scended our differences and came together to 
honor the sacrifices and losses sustained by 
the countless victims of September 11. Let us 
honor their sacrifices by passing H.R. 2638, 
which funds the important work of the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security. 

The Homeland Security Appropriations bill 
makes significant strides forward toward im-

plementing the suggestions of the 9/11 Com-
mission report, as well as addressing the most 
pressing security issues that we, as Ameri-
cans, face. In particular, new emphasis has 
been placed on port, rail, and transit security; 
on the need to support state and local efforts 
to prevent and respond to terrorism threats 
and natural disasters; on aviation security; and 
on border and immigration security. 

Earlier in this Congress, we passed H.R. 
1684, the Department of Homeland Security 
Authorization Act for 2008. This legislation in-
cluded many significant provisions I ensured 
were incorporated either into the base bill or 
through amendments at the full committee 
markup, and I am pleased that my amend-
ments are reflected in H.R. 2638, making ap-
propriations for the Department of Homeland 
Security for FY 2008. These amendments 
were designed to strengthen and streamline 
management, organizational, personnel, and 
procurement issues at the Department to fa-
cilitate execution of its homeland security mis-
sion. Among these was an amendment to strip 
the Department’s authority to develop a per-
sonnel system different from the traditional GS 
schedule Federal model, known as MAX–HR. 
In a number of critical ways, the personnel 
system established by the Homeland Security 
has been a litany of failure, and my amend-
ment repealed a personnel system that evis-
cerated employee due process rights and 
placed in serious jeopardy the agency’s ability 
to recruit and retain a workforce capable of 
accomplishing its critical missions. 

I also worked with Chairman THOMPSON to 
incorporate into H.R. 1684 language author-
izing Citizen Corps and the Metropolitan Med-
ical Response System programs to strengthen 
emergency response and recovery efforts. The 
Citizen Corps Program is a critical program 
within the Department of Homeland Security 
that engages the community in emergency 
preparedness through public education and 
outreach, training, and volunteer service. My 
language ensured that funding will enable 
local Citizen Corps Councils to more ade-
quately provide education and training for pop-
ulations located around critical infrastructure. 

Today, we are here on the floor to ensure 
that the department entrusted with protecting 
the security of our Nation is adequately fund-
ed. I believe that H.R. 2638 does exactly that, 
while also requiring specific new accountability 
and management reforms related to con-
tracting, procurement, and competition. These 
reforms serve to ensure that American tax-
payers get the greatest possible value for the 
money they provide. 

H.R. 2638 provides $4.52 billion in funding 
for First Responder and Port Security Grant 
Programs. This figure is $1.97 billion above 
the President’s request, and $863 million 
above the 2007 funding level. Even though 
homeland security costs continue to rise, fund-
ing levels for these grants have been cut 
every year since their inception in 2004. 
These funds are used for grants to train first 
responders, aid preparedness in high threat 
communities, and protect critical infrastructure. 

This bill also provides $6.62 billion for the 
Transportation Security Administration, a fig-
ure that is $307 million above 2007 funding 
and $219 million above the President’s re-
quest. This funding will be used for a number 
of key programs, including explosive detection 
systems to protect commercial aircraft, in-
creased and expanded air cargo explosive 
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screening for passenger aircraft, and a secure 
flight certification program requiring the Admin-
istrator of TSA to certify that no security risks 
are raised by TSA’s Secure Flight plans that 
would limit screening of airline passenger 
names only against a subset of the full ter-
rorist watch list. 

Additionally, this legislation appropriates sig-
nificant funds for efforts to secure America’s 
borders: $8.8 billion is provided for customs 
and border protection, including border secu-
rity fencing and other tactical infrastructure, as 
well as 3,000 additional border security 
agents. The committee mark adds $27 million 
for 250 additional Customs and Border Patrol 
officers for commercial operations and Cus-
toms Trade Partnership against Terrorism vali-
dation, verifying that ‘‘trusted shippers’’ have 
in place necessary security measures, as 
mandated in the SAFE Port Act. Additionally, 
$4.8 billion is appropriated for immigrations 
and custom enforcement, including the Fed-
eral Protective Service, a figure which is $322 
million above 2007 and $15 million above the 
President’s request. 

This appropriations bill also funds a number 
of other crucial programs. It provides $272 mil-
lion for infrastructure protection, $32 million 
above the President’s request and $44 million 
above 2007 funding, to be used to identify crit-
ical infrastructure, and assess security 
vulnerabilities. 

Additionally, $685 million, $17 million above 
the President’s request and $150 million 
above 2007, is appropriated for FEMA man-
agement, including funding for regional offices 
responsible for assisting state and local com-
munities prepare for and respond to disasters. 
This money will fund the necessary improve-
ments to FEMA’s management operations, 
whose weaknesses were laid bare in the 
shamefully catastrophic response to Hurricane 
Katrina. This bill provides a further $1.7 billion 
to assist State and local governments fol-
lowing a declared disaster or emergency, and 
$120 million for projects that reduce the risks 
associated with disasters. 

In conclusion, I stand here remembering 
those who still suffer, whose hearts still ache 
over the loss of so many innocent and inter-
rupted lives. My prayer is that for those who 
lost a father, a mother, a husband, a wife, a 
child, or a friend will in the days and years 
ahead take comfort in the certain knowledge 
that they have gone on to claim the greatest 
prize, a place in the Lord’s loving arms. 

Mr. Chairman, the best way to honor the 
memory of those lost in the inferno of 9/11, is 
to do all we can to ensure that it never hap-
pens again. The best way to do that is to bol-
ster the efficacy, accountability, and our over-
sight over the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity, which we created in the aftermath of 9/11 
to protect and preserve our Nation which we 
all hold so dear. I encourage all my colleagues 
to vote for this legislation, and to ensure that 
the Department of Homeland Security can 
continue its important work protecting our 
homeland from all manner of threats. 

Ms. WOOLSEY. Mr. Chairman, providing 
our police forces, firefighters, emergency med-
ical service personnel, and public health per-
sonnel with the resources they need to effec-
tively confront and overcome the threats 
posed by terrorism, natural disasters, and 
other emergencies requires our continued 
commitment and dedication. Our first respond-
ers work tirelessly to protect and aid victims of 

disasters across our country. It’s our responsi-
bility to make sure they have the support nec-
essary to perform their jobs. 

The dedicated men and women who serve 
the people of California’s 6th District under-
stand the importance of adequate homeland 
security resources. Each day, ships arrive to 
dock in ports throughout the Bay Area, com-
muters travel across the Golden Gate Bridge 
and the Richmond-San Rafael Bridge, and 
travelers fly all over the world. In order to best 
utilize the well-trained first responders in my 
District, we need to enhance the security of 
the Bay Area’s waterways, expand our ability 
to better prepare for disasters, and improve 
our ability to mitigate their effects once they 
occur. 

In 2004, Congress provided $4.92 billion in 
grants for port security and our first respond-
ers. Since then, the Bush Administration and 
the last Republican Congress cut funding for 
these programs every year, despite the fact 
that the costs of preparing for new homeland 
security threats have steadily increased. The 
President has continued to deny the impor-
tance of sufficiently funding our first respond-
ers by asking for only $2.55 billion for these 
grant programs this year. 

We cannot expect local communities to be 
the first to respond to an emergency unless 
we give them the resources to do so. Addition-
ally, we cannot assure safe passage for those 
traveling into our country, nor that the con-
tainers transported aboard the airplanes and 
ships do not conceal weapons of mass de-
struction unless we provide adequate funds to-
ward improving the safety and security of both 
our ports and our airlines. 

Fortunately, the Homeland Security Appro-
priations bill for Fiscal Year 2008 represents 
an important step in remedying past failures to 
support our first responders and to strengthen 
our national security. This bill provides $4.52 
billion for first responder and port security 
grant programs, $1.97 billion above Presi-
dent’s request and $863 million above the 
total these programs received in Fiscal Year 
2007. Specifically, it provides $800 million for 
firefighter assistance grants, $800 million for 
urban security grants, and $400 million for port 
facilities and infrastructure security grants. 
This bill also eliminates the cap on the number 
of federal airport screeners that the Transpor-
tation Security Administration can employ, 
which will help to improve security at airports 
nationwide. 

In addition to funding measures to address 
our country’s most pressing security 
vulnerabilities, the Homeland Security Appro-
priations bill also increases funding for our 
country’s Disaster Relief Fund to $1.7 billion in 
order to assist state and local governments 
following a declared disaster or emergency 
and provides $230 million to modernize over 
100,000 flood maps used to determine rates 
for the National Flood Insurance Program. Ad-
ditionally, this important piece of legislation will 
require that all homeland security contracts 
will be awarded in an open, competitive proc-
ess, ending the Bush Administration’s practice 
of awarding large-scale contacts to companies 
with political connections to the White House. 
Furthermore, this bill will make sure that all 
funds allocated in this bill can only be used for 
projects that comply with the Davis-Bacon 
mandate, requiring that federal contractors pay 
workers no less than the local prevailing 
wage. 

Securing our homeland demands a strong 
partnership between the federal government, 
state governments, and local communities, 
and I commend the Democratic leadership 
and the members of the Appropriations Com-
mittee for their diligence in working to 
strengthen our homeland security. By allo-
cating our country’s resources to where they 
are most needed, we will be able to better 
prepare for and respond to disasters that that 
threaten the safety of the American people. 

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Mr. Chair-
man, I have no further requests for 
time, and I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. PRICE of North Carolina. Mr. 
Chairman, I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

The CHAIRMAN. All time for general 
debate has expired. 

Pursuant to the rule, the bill shall be 
considered for amendment under the 5- 
minute rule. 

During consideration of the bill for 
amendment, the Chair may accord pri-
ority in recognition on the basis of 
whether the Member offering an 
amendment has caused it to be printed 
in the portion of the CONGRESSIONAL 
RECORD designated for that purpose. 
Those amendments will be considered 
read. 

The Chair wants to make clear that 
the Committee is considering this bill 
under the 5-minute rule. Amendments 
are in order when the appropriate para-
graph is read. If Members wish to offer 
an amendment in a timely fashion, 
Members should rise and orally seek 
recognition when the appropriate para-
graph is read. 

The Clerk will read. 
The Clerk read as follows: 

H.R. 2638 
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-

resentatives of the United States of America in 
Congress assembled, That the following sums 
are appropriated, out of any money in the 
Treasury not otherwise appropriated, for the 
Department of Homeland Security for the 
fiscal year ending September 30, 2008, and for 
other purposes, namely: 

TITLE I—DEPARTMENTAL 
MANAGEMENT AND OPERATIONS 

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY AND EXECUTIVE 
MANAGEMENT 

For necessary expenses of the Office of the 
Secretary of Homeland Security, as author-
ized by section 102 of the Homeland Security 
Act of 2002 (6 U.S.C. 112), and executive man-
agement of the Department of Homeland Se-
curity, as authorized by law, $102,930,000: Pro-
vided, That not to exceed $40,000 shall be for 
official reception and representation ex-
penses. 

AMENDMENT NO. 21 OFFERED BY MR. CROWLEY 
Mr. CROWLEY. Mr. Chairman, I have 

an amendment at the desk. 
The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will des-

ignate the amendment. 
The text of the amendment is as fol-

lows: 
Amendment No. 21 offered by Mr. CROW-

LEY: 
Page 2, line 9, after the dollar amount in-

sert ‘‘(reduced by $15,000,000)’’. 
Page 2, line 16, after the dollar amount in-

sert ‘‘(reduced by $35,000,000)’’. 
Page 39, line 14, after the dollar amount in-

sert ‘‘(increased by $50,000,000)’’. 
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Page 40, line 5, after the dollar amount in-

sert ‘‘(increased by $50,000,000)’’. 
Page 40, line 8, after the dollar amount in-

sert ‘‘(increased by $50,000,000)’’. 

Mr. CROWLEY. Mr. Chairman, my 
colleagues, Representatives FOSSELLA, 
MATSUI, GARRETT, and I are offering an 
amendment to increase by $50 million 
the funding for the high-threat, high- 
density urban area program. If passed, 
our amendment would ensure that the 
program receives a total of $850 million 
in fiscal year 2008. 

As many of you know, this initiative, 
also referred to as the Urban Area Se-
curity Initiative, is the only homeland 
security initiative specifically targeted 
to assist the cities and States most 
vulnerable to a terror attack. 

The Urban Area Security Initiative 
was created by myself and my fellow 
New Yorker, Representative FOSSELLA, 
in the months following the attack of 
9/11. Its creation was a bipartisan ef-
fort, and it continues to be a 
bipartisanly supported program. Spe-
cifically, I want to thank Representa-
tive PRICE, chairman of the Homeland 
Security appropriations subcommittee, 
and the Democratic majority of the 
Homeland Security authorization com-
mittee for their hard work and dedica-
tion to the urban area initiative and to 
keeping Americans safe. Both of these 
committees understand the threats 
that America faces, both here at home 
as well as abroad, and they are working 
to make the investments that we need 
to make in order to secure our Nation. 

Although the majority of this Con-
gress understands the threats in the 
world that we face, I believe some of 
my colleagues do not fully understand 
them. There are some Members in this 
Chamber who oppose the urban area 
initiative and all homeland security 
grant initiatives, calling them, and I 
quote, revenue sharing, unquote, or se-
cret earmarks. I think that’s nonsense. 
Would my colleagues prefer we return 
to the pre-9/11 days? As someone who 
has known personal loss from that day, 
I for one do not want to. 

The chief role for the Federal Gov-
ernment is to protect its citizens from 
attack and the Urban Area Security 
Initiative, like many other of the im-
portant domestic security programs in 
this bill, help to accomplish this. While 
some on the other side may try to play 
cute games with words, our Nation’s 
security is more important than word 
games or photo ops. 

I come from the State of New York 
where my hometown was hit and knows 
firsthand the act of terror. My own 
family knows firsthand the striking of 
terror. That is why I urge my col-
leagues to join me in strengthening the 
Urban Area Grant Initiative as a way 
to maintain our vigilance in the face of 
continuing threats against America 
that are both at home and abroad. 

b 1600 

This amendment is about making 
targeted, smart and necessary invest-
ments to keep our country safe. The 

Urban Area Security Initiative works. 
It provides needed resources to the 
communities at greatest risk of an at-
tack, and it helps to keep those who 
are defending us on our front lines of 
terror, our first responders, our fire 
fighters, EMTs, and police officers safe 
and protected. 

This initiative has been a success, 
and I urge my colleagues to support 
the Crowley-Fossella-Matsui-Garrett 
amendment so we can continue to 
make the right investments in the pro-
tection of our homeland. 

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Mr. Chair-
man, I rise in opposition to the amend-
ment. 

The committee mark already in-
cludes huge increases in grants for the 
urban areas, and I am opposed to this 
further increase. I mean, there is only 
so much money to go around to all of 
the cities in the country and all that 
need help. 

Just for an example, the urban area 
grants portion of the bill is increased 
already over current spending by some 
$30 million. It is up to $800 million just 
for the urban area grants. 

Port security grants, all of which go 
to the large cities, increases from $210 
million to $400 million in the bill al-
ready. 

Rail and transit security grants go 
from $175 million currently to $400 mil-
lion. 

And then the SAFER fire grants, 
moneys that go to urban area fire de-
partments for personnel costs, goes 
from $115 million to $230 million, dou-
ble what it is now. There are huge in-
creases in these grant programs, par-
ticularly for the urban areas. 

I know the gentleman appreciates 
that. But we just don’t have any more 
to go around unless you take it from 
another worthy cause. 

I would oppose the gentleman’s 
amendment. 

Mr. PRICE of North Carolina. Mr. 
Chairman, I rise in opposition to the 
amendment offered by the gentleman 
from New York (Mr. CROWLEY). 

I do understand these large urban 
areas are at high risk from a terrorism 
event. We have addressed that con-
scientiously in this bill. This com-
mittee is providing $30 million over 
last year’s level of $770 million for the 
urban area grants. 

The gentleman’s amendment would 
increase the Urban Area Security Ini-
tiative grants by $50 million. At the 
same time it would reduce the Office of 
the Secretary and Executive Manage-
ment and the office of the Under Sec-
retary for Management. The Office of 
the Secretary and Executive Manage-
ment would be reduced by $15 million, 
or 14 percent. 

Funding for a number of offices is in-
cluded in this appropriation, including 
the Secure Border Initiative Office, the 
Policy Office, the Privacy Office, the 
Civil Rights Office and the Office of 
Counternarcotics Enforcement. The 
bill provides only enough funding to 
support current on-board staff except 

for the Privacy and Civil Rights Of-
fices, where staffing levels are in-
creased slightly, and the Policy Office, 
where additional funding is provided 
for REAL ID and the Committee on 
Foreign Investment in the United 
States. 

If funding is reduced, these program 
enhancements, which are carefully de-
signed and will help ensure privacy and 
civil rights, could be compromised or 
largely defunded. 

The gentleman’s amendment also 
proposes to reduce funding for the of-
fice of the Under Secretary for Man-
agement by $35 million, or 14 percent. 
The total increase in this office is due 
to $101 million provided for DHS head-
quarters facilities at St. Elizabeth’s. 
We have already substantially reduced 
the request coming from the adminis-
tration. We need to get the Department 
consolidated in this new headquarters; 
and of course, this amendment would 
make even less funding available for 
this new facility. 

So I reluctantly ask for a ‘‘no’’ vote. 
Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Chairman, I move 

to strike the last word. 
Mr. Chairman, the Department of 

Homeland Security made significant 
changes to our homeland security ef-
fort. They announced that for the first 
time areas such as Sacramento, San 
Diego and Las Vegas were at risk of 
losing their UASI grant funds. 

Since learning of the changes to the 
UASI program, my colleagues and I 
have worked tirelessly to ensure that 
our most at-risk urban areas receive 
the funding they deserve. As a result, 
DHS has modified the UASI grant proc-
ess. DHS’s formula now includes more 
critical infrastructure such as dams 
and levees, and has also added a tiered 
system. 

While I am glad that my work has 
ensured that Sacramento and other at- 
risk urban areas are eligible to apply 
for UASI funding this year, I believe 
my work is not done. 

I have spent much of my time in the 
district working closely with local law 
enforcement and first responders of 
homeland security. I have seen first-
hand the tremendous efforts to protect 
the millions of people living in the Sac-
ramento area from a terrorist attack. 

In Sacramento, I had the honor of at-
tending the opening of the Sacramento 
Regional Homeland Security and 
Training Center. The new center was 
built using a wide range of Federal 
homeland security funding, including 
UASI. The center will improve intel-
ligence sharing by housing all levels of 
law enforcement in one facility. This is 
just further proof of the truly unparal-
leled regional cooperation among Sac-
ramento’s law enforcement and first 
responders. 

I have long been impressed by the 
local law enforcement and first re-
sponders in my community, and 
throughout the country. Now we need 
to make sure that Congress is giving 
them the necessary resources to do 
their job. 
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And so my colleagues, Mr. CROWLEY, 

Mr. FOSSELLA, Mr. Mr. GARRETT and I 
have offered an amendment to add $50 
million to the UASI grant program. 

While I commend the chairman and 
the ranking member for adding $30 mil-
lion to the program, I believe an addi-
tional $50 million is warranted. Our 
first responders and law enforcement 
tackle impossible tasks daily. This in-
creased funding will help in pursuit of 
their mission, to keep our country safe 
and secure. 

Finally, I would like to add to what 
the gentleman from New York (Mr. 
CROWLEY) has said about the issue of 
revenue sharing. I, too, don’t think 
this is an appropriate place for seman-
tics. The point is, this grant program 
and the criteria for receiving funding is 
predicated on the assessment of risk 
and a community’s vulnerability. I 
would argue that with the UASI pro-
gram, the issue is not cost sharing but 
risk sharing. I think this is an appro-
priate role for the Federal Government 
in the post-9/11 world. I urge my col-
leagues to support this amendment. 

Mr. FOSSELLA. Mr. Chairman, I 
move to strike the requisite number of 
words. 

I rise in support of the Crowley-Mat-
sui-Fossella-Garrett amendment. I 
want to thank Chairman PRICE and 
Ranking Member ROGERS for their 
work on this legislation. 

Time after time we come to the floor 
to ensure that homeland security dol-
lars are allocated on a reasonable and 
rational basis, and that is to protect 
the American people and those who 
come to our country. 

Time after time, we wake up and re-
alize that places like New York City 
and other high-threat areas are the 
subject of potential terrorist attack. 
There are many, including myself, who 
believe that our homeland security dol-
lars should be based on the threats and 
the vulnerabilities and the con-
sequences that come with the poten-
tial; or, God forbid, an attack itself, as 
was the case, the catastrophic case, on 
9/11. 

As has been mentioned, our amend-
ment would add $50 million in funding 
for the high-risk, high-threat cities to 
fight terrorism. The additional funding 
would be directed to the Urban Area 
Security Initiative, which is the only 
homeland security grant program 
which distributes funding based on a 
risk-based formula, which is a key rec-
ommendation of the 9/11 Commission. 

The President’s budget on the under-
lying legislation funds UASI at about 
$800 million, $50 million short, we be-
lieve, of the all-time highest appropria-
tion, which occurred in fiscal year 2005. 

Despite the fact that America has 
not been attacked since September 11, 
our Nation is still at war with an evil 
enemy. Indeed, just a month ago, law 
enforcement captured four alleged ter-
rorists on charges that they were plot-
ting to blow up Kennedy Airport in 
New York City. Their plan was to top 
the attacks of the World Trade Center, 

to massacre more people, destroy more 
property, inflict more damage, and 
leave our city in ruins. 

The threat of terrorism remains very 
real, making it essential for cities that 
face the greatest risk to have the tools 
and resources they need to stop at-
tacks before they occur. The amend-
ment will help our first responders pre-
pare, train and be ready to protect in-
nocent Americans from acts of ter-
rorism. 

I believe it will also provide greater 
consistency to UASI, which has been 
beset by funding fluctuations of hun-
dreds of millions of dollars from year 
to year. 

It is clear that major cities like New 
York remain the center of the bull’s- 
eye for terrorists. UASI helps us fight 
terrorism, and ensures our first re-
sponders have the equipment they need 
to protect the American people. 

In a way, just in the last couple of 
years, a number of attacks have been 
foiled thanks to the efforts of law en-
forcement and intelligence gathering, 
much of it because of the funding that 
has gone through programs like UASI. 
Wouldn’t it be wonderful if we can keep 
having the news media focus on foiled 
terrorist plots rather than counting 
caskets. 

I urge adoption of this amendment. 
The CHAIRMAN. The question is on 

the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from New York (Mr. CROWLEY). 

The question was taken; and the 
Chairman announced that the noes ap-
peared to have it. 

Mr. CROWLEY. Mr. Chairman, I de-
mand a recorded vote. 

The CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to clause 
6 of rule XVIII, further proceedings on 
the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from New York will be post-
poned. 

Mr. CAMPBELL of California. Mr. 
Chairman, I have amendment No. 43 at 
the desk. 

The CHAIRMAN. Is the gentleman 
aware that the amendment was printed 
incorrectly? 

Mr. PRICE of North Carolina. Mr. 
Chairman, I reserve a point of order 
against the amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. Without 
prejudicing the gentleman from North 
Carolina’s point of order, does the gen-
tleman from California seek to correct 
the printing error? 

Mr. CAMPBELL of California. I am 
not aware of what the printing error is. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Parliamen-
tarian advises the Chair there was a 
printing error, so the Clerk will report 
the amendment at the desk in lieu of 
amendment No. 43. 

AMENDMENT OFFERED BY MR. CAMPBELL 
Mr. CAMPBELL of California. Mr. 

Chairman, I offer an amendment. 
The Clerk read as follows: 
Amendment offered by Mr. CAMPBELL of 

California: 
In title I, under the heading ‘‘Office of the 

Secretary and Executive Management’’, 
after the first dollar amount insert ‘‘(re-
duced by $9,961,000)’’. 

The CHAIRMAN. Did the gentleman 
from North Carolina not hear the 
amendment as read? 

Mr. PRICE of North Carolina. No, I 
did not. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Committee will 
be in order. The Clerk will reread the 
amendment. 

The Clerk read the amendment. 
The CHAIRMAN. Does the gentleman 

from North Carolina wish to continue 
to reserve a point of order? 

Mr. PRICE of North Carolina. Mr. 
Chairman, I withdraw my point of 
order. 

Mr. CAMPBELL of California. Mr. 
Chairman, the bill that we have before 
us today would increase spending. 
When coupled with the supplemental 
bill that the President just signed a 
few weeks back, would increase spend-
ing in the area of homeland security by 
nearly 17 percent. Now, perhaps people 
on the other side of the aisle have not 
noticed, but we have a deficit, a very 
large deficit in this country. And we 
still are adding to that deficit every 
year. 

Now, I think Members on the other 
side of the aisle have noticed this be-
cause they have talked about their 
PAYGO and other principles, that we 
won’t be increasing spending without 
some way to pay for this. However, 
with this appropriations bill we are 
doing exactly that. We are increasing 
spending by billions of dollars, by 17 
percent over last year’s level, without 
paying for it in any way, without re-
ducing spending anywhere else, which 
means that we are adding to the deficit 
because of the spending, the additional 
spending that is in this bill. 

Let me just give you a sense of what 
a 17 percent increase is. If someone 
outside of this building in the world is 
making $15 an hour, they would have to 
get a raise this year to $17.55 an hour in 
order for their income to keep pace 
with the spending increase in this bill. 

b 1615 
Mr. Chairman, I would suggest that 

most of the people out there making 
$15 an hour, or any number you want, 
are not likely to see their bosses come 
in and say we want to give you a raise 
of 17 percent from $15 an hour to $17.55 
an hour, not something that they are 
likely to see. But yet to keep and sus-
tain this level of increase in spending, 
that’s exactly what would have to hap-
pen or else we just take more and more 
and more money out of individuals’ 
pockets so we can spend it here. 

Now, I’m sure that people on the 
other side in support of this bill are 
going to start to talk about how impor-
tant this bill is to homeland security. 
Okay. We will have that debate over 
the next couple of days about what is 
in this bill, but what this amendment 
does is deal purely with bureaucracy. 
We’re not dealing here with any pro-
gram. We’re not dealing here with offi-
cers in the field. We’re not dealing here 
with equipment that’s being used or 
computers or anything else for home-
land security. 
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What this amendment says is simply 

that the Office of the Secretary and 
Executive Management, the office of 
the Secretary, purely bureaucracy, 
gave the Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity and the people in that person’s of-
fice, right now this bill gives them an 
11 percent increase, when we’re trying 
to get a deficit down, when we want to, 
at least some of us do, keep taxes low. 

What this bill says is you ought to be 
able to get by on what you had last 
year. It is not even proposing that we 
cut the spending of this bureaucracy, 
not even proposing that we take the 
Secretary’s office and just their bu-
reaucracy in there and cut it, but sim-
ply saying get by on the same amount 
of money you did last year. Now, how 
many people in America do that every 
day but somehow the bureaucracy in 
Homeland Security can’t do that? 

And by doing that, Mr. Chairman, 
this amendment saves $10 million. 
Now, maybe in a $3 trillion budget it 
doesn’t sound like much, but $10 mil-
lion is still a lot of money. It’s a lot of 
money to everybody out there. It’s lot 
of money to me. It’s a lot of money to 
you. And $10 million and $10 million 
and $10 million and we will eventually 
get our spending down, and that, Mr. 
Chairman, is how we are going to 
eliminate this budget deficit and that’s 
how we’re going to do it without hav-
ing the largest increase in taxes in 
American history, which the other side 
has proposed to do. 

And what is that tax increase for? 
It’s for things like this, for things like 
taking a bureaucracy of people, sitting 
around doing phone calls and paper and 
saying we’re going to give you an 11 
percent raise. We should not be doing 
that, not in this environment and not 
in this bill. 

So, Mr. Chairman, I would respect-
fully ask that Members support this 
amendment, not feed the bureaucracy 
further and save the taxpayers $10 mil-
lion. 

Mr. PRICE of North Carolina. Mr. 
Chairman, I rise in opposition to the 
amendment. 

Mr. Chairman, it’s the easiest thing 
in the world to come to this floor and 
to rail against bureaucracy, this ab-
stract notion of cutting bureaucracy; 
but I think it’s prudent to ask what ex-
actly do these officials do and what is 
actually in the bill and why is it there. 
So let me try to get beyond just the 
symbolism of cutting bureaucracy and 
try to answer those very basic ques-
tions. 

First of all, let me say, I don’t know 
where the figure 17 percent that the 
gentleman’s using comes from. The in-
crease in this bill over fiscal 2007 
spending, counting the bill that we 
passed last year and the emergency 
spending incorporated in that bill, is 
71⁄2 percent. And if you include the 
emergency funding that we just added 
to the 2007 bill, then the increase is 4 
percent without the Katrina funding, 
and it is actually a cut of 71⁄2 percent 
with the Katrina funding. So if you’re 

using the 2007 bill as the baseline, 
those are the accurate numbers. 

Now, let’s look at the front office of 
the Department of Homeland Security. 
The bill includes, sure enough, $923 
million for Department operations, but 
that’s less than the 2007 appropriation. 
It’s less than the President requested 
by $73 million. 

The gentleman has focused on one as-
pect of front office operations, which is 
the Office of Secretary and Executive 
Management, and he wants to cut that 
by almost $10 million. But there are 
good reasons for that being increased 
while the overall front office expenses 
are being decreased. 

This appropriation, the one the gen-
tleman has targeted, the one he has 
said is purely bureaucracy, included in 
that appropriation are the Secure Bor-
der Initiative office, which many Mem-
bers on both sides of the aisle have a 
strong interest in; the policy office; the 
privacy office, which surely needs 
strengthening; the civil rights office, 
which surely needs strengthening; and 
the office of counter-narcotics enforce-
ment, a critical function as well. 

And the bill isn’t lavish even in this 
respect. It provides only enough fund-
ing to support current on-board staff 
except for the privacy and civil rights 
offices, where staffing levels are in-
creased, and the policy office, where 
additional funding is provided for 
REAL ID, a new program that requires 
some staffing up, and for the Com-
mittee on Foreign Investment of the 
United States, which, as every Member 
knows, we are trying to also strength-
en. 

If funding is reduced, these program 
enhancements, which will help to bet-
ter ensure privacy, to better ensure 
civil rights protections, would not be 
funded. So let’s get past the rhetoric 
about bureaucracy. Let’s look at what 
the appropriation actually does. I 
think if Members do, they will reject 
this amendment. 

Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Chairman, I 
move to strike the last word. 

I join Chairman PRICE in his com-
ments. I think that we come to the 
floor with two kinds of amendments, 
one that really tries to do something, 
that we believe in, and another just for 
grandstanding and for publicity. 

The gentleman speaks about a deficit 
and speaks about his side wanting to 
reduce the deficit. Let me just do a few 
seconds of history. 

When the last President left, we 
didn’t have a deficit. We have a deficit 
now. Why? Because we were involved in 
a war and we were sent off to war when 
we should not be at all, and so we 
spend billions and billions and billions 
of dollars every week on a war that was 
built on lies and bad information, and 
now we try to get out of that war. And 
instead of getting out of it, we keep 
spending more, billions and billions 
and billions. 

And if you think this war deficit is a 
problem, wait till the boys and girls 
come home and we have to provide 

them the medical services that some 
people will want to cut. The deficit 
would only grow. 

Secondly, to be brief, the gentleman 
speaks about giving somebody a 17 per-
cent pay raise. Yet it was that side 
that refused to give some people a cou-
ple of pennies’ increase in a minimum 
wage. So all of the sudden that side is 
very concerned about raising people’s 
salaries to keep up with the needed ex-
penses of surviving in this society, but 
they were not for giving some folks a 
minimum wage increase. 

So let’s get it clear. Yes, there is a 
deficit, but this bill doesn’t cause a def-
icit. The war is causing the deficit. The 
war on terror is causing the deficit. 
That’s what this is about. This bill, in 
a very smart way, deals with some 
issues that we have to deal with. 

And, lastly, it is always easy to at-
tack the bureaucrats. Everybody wants 
services, everybody wants something 
done, but nobody wants anybody in 
charge of providing those services. 
Somehow we expect a computer to run 
the agency and not have people actu-
ally doing the work. 

Let’s be fair. Let’s be honest when we 
come to the House floor. If we have an 
amendment that really has a message, 
present it. If we’re just grandstanding, 
then we should have a disclaimer that 
says, and by the way, this is the reason 
that I’m on the House floor today. 

Mr. HENSARLING. Mr. Chairman, I 
move to strike the last word, and I’d 
yield to the gentleman from California 
(Mr. CAMPBELL). 

Mr. CAMPBELL of California. Mr. 
Chairman, I thank the gentleman from 
Texas. The gentleman from New York 
said that there were two types of 
amendments, one that tried to do 
something that you believe in and oth-
ers that make statements. 

I would like to assure the gentleman 
from New York that I believe in this 
amendment, and I think a lot of people 
on this side of the aisle believe in this 
amendment because we believe that we 
need to start controlling costs in this 
government. 

And is this amendment all by itself 
going to do that? No, of course not, but 
it will begin the process of doing that, 
and in combination with a lot of other 
amendments like it, yes, it will start 
to control the cost of government, and, 
yes, I firmly believe in what this 
amendment is about, in spite of what 
the gentleman from New York sug-
gested. 

The gentleman from North Carolina 
talked about numbers, and perhaps my 
numbers are incorrect, but this bill is 
now at $36.254 billion over and enacted 
last year $31.905 billion which is a 13.6 
percent increase. 

Mr. PRICE of North Carolina. Mr. 
Chairman, will the gentleman yield? 

Mr. HENSARLING. I yield to the 
gentleman from North Carolina. 

Mr. PRICE of North Carolina. Mr. 
Chairman, I think it will be in the in-
terest of the debate the rest of the day 
to have this straight, so I do appreciate 
the gentleman’s yielding. 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 04:08 Jun 13, 2007 Jkt 059060 PO 00000 Frm 00038 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K12JN7.104 H12JNPT1m
st

oc
ks

til
l o

n 
P

R
O

D
1P

C
66

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H6279 June 12, 2007 
It’s true, the bill is at $36.3 billion. 

Last year’s appropriation was $34.2 bil-
lion. That is counting the emergency 
spending that was enacted at the same 
time as the regular bill. That means 
this year’s increase is 71⁄2 percent. And 
then if you add the 2007 supplemental 
appropriations, which were just voted 
by the House, depending on whether 
you count the Katrina money or not, 
you either get a 4.2 percent increase or 
a 7.5 percent decrease from the 2007 
funding level. 

I appreciate the chance to clarify 
those numbers. 

Mr. HENSARLING. Mr. Chairman, I 
yield to the gentleman from California. 

Mr. CAMPBELL of California. I 
thank the gentleman from Texas. 

To the gentleman from North Caro-
lina, this is something I guess we’ll 
probably need to work out as we go 
along because I’m not looking at in-
crease over a baseline. We’re looking at 
increase over actual enacted last year, 
and maybe we can compare notes. But 
my notes show that that actual last 
year was $31.905 billion, and then there 
was the supplemental which has been 
added on top of this bill itself. 

But in any event, one other thing the 
gentleman from North Carolina alluded 
to was that this amendment proposes 
to cut spending in this area in the Of-
fice of the Secretary and Executive 
Management. I want to make that 
clear. This is a definitional thing which 
we often have problems with in this 
House and in this building. 

What this amendment proposes to do 
is to leave the budget for the Office of 
Secretary and Executive Management 
equal to what it was in the prior fiscal 
year. That is not a cut. If you have $10 
and I give you $10, I take away $10, give 
you back $10, that is not a cut. That is 
the same amount of money you had be-
fore. What this does do is it prevents 
the 11 percent increase that is in this 
bill. 

So let’s make it very clear in 
vernacular that if I make $10 an hour 
and I want to make $11, if somebody 
gives me a raise to $10.50, it is still a 
raise; it is not a cut. And that’s what is 
going on here. 

We are not proposing to cut this of-
fice. We are merely proposing to tell 
them, do continue your operations on 
the same amount of money that you 
did last year. I don’t think that is a 
great leap to ask of what is clearly an 
element of the bureaucracy, in spite of 
the gentleman from North Carolina’s 
admonitions that it is not. 

Mr. HENSARLING. Mr. Chairman, I 
thank the gentleman for offering this 
amendment, and I certainly support his 
amendment. 

In the big scope of the Federal budget 
perhaps the dollars are not large, but 
before we can really ever attack spend-
ing, we have to attack the culture of 
spending, and you have to lead by ex-
ample. 

And why can’t we ask people in the 
Federal Government, as we ask fami-
lies all around the Nation, as our 

friends on the other side of the aisle 
have recently passed the single largest 
tax increase in history, they’re expect-
ing American families to somehow do 
more with less. Can’t we expect a few 
of the administrators of this agency to 
somehow, somehow get by on the same 
amount of money they had last year? 

I encourage the support for this 
amendment. 

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Mr. Chairman, 
I move to strike the last word. 

I want to commend the gentleman 
from California for offering this 
amendment. I think that at the begin-
ning of this first appropriations bill of 
the 110th Congress, which I might add 
is 1 month after the first appropriation 
bill that we, when we were in the ma-
jority last year, that we moved 
through the House. So the time is 
without a doubt getting late, but I 
commend the majority for finally 
bringing this to the floor. 

But I want to commend the gen-
tleman from California because this is 
the type of amendment that sets the 
tone about what kind of responsibility 
we will bring to this House for all of 
our appropriations processes over the 
next number of weeks. 

b 1630 

I want to commend the gentleman 
for this amendment. I appreciate the 
fact that he has identified an area 
where, yes, it’s only $10 million, but $10 
million in my area is a fair amount of 
money. So I want to commend the gen-
tleman for bringing the amendment to 
the floor. 

I would be happy to yield to the gen-
tleman from California. 

Mr. CAMPBELL of California. I 
thank the gentleman from Georgia. 

To the gentleman from North Caro-
lina, just to clarify again on these 
numbers, we agreed that it’s $36.3 bil-
lion in this bill, and the number you 
threw out, $34.2 billion, I believe, was 
the President’s budget proposal for 
this, and that the prior year enacted, 
2007 enacted, was $31.9 billion. 

Do you have different numbers on 
that? 

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. I am pleased 
to yield to the gentleman from North 
Carolina for a response. 

Mr. PRICE of North Carolina. I am 
happy to clarify the situation. 

The 2007 appropriation, as enacted, 
was $34.2 billion. That includes the 
$31.9 billion that the gentleman cited, 
plus the emergency spending in that 
same bill, because as you well remem-
ber, we needed to address the border 
and immigration situation. So that 
was added to the bill. 

The spending in the 2007 bill was $34.2 
billion, and we are increasing that by 
7.5 percent, and then we have recently 
supplemented the appropriation. The 
2007 spending now stands at $39.2 bil-
lion, and the 2008 bill is 7.5 percent less 
than that in nominal terms. 

If I may just say further, the gen-
tleman referred to the way we do ac-
counting around here. This is just 

straight nominal numbers. The depart-
mental operations are cut—are cut—in 
our bill from 2007 levels by $1.2 million. 
They are cut from the President’s re-
quest by $72 million. It’s not a matter 
of adjustments one way or the other 
for inflation; those are straightforward 
cuts. 

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Reclaiming 
my time, I appreciate the gentleman 
pointing out the increase by 7.5 per-
cent. Again, I would like to just draw 
the House’s attention to the fact that 
this may just be $9.5 million, but as I 
mentioned, $9.5 million is a fair 
amount of money. 

I appreciate also the gentleman com-
ing to the floor earlier and talking 
about broadening this debate. He 
talked about what he called the war 
deficit. He brought minimum wage into 
this debate, brought spending into this 
debate. That’s a wonderful thing. Be-
cause, yes, that’s what we’re talking 
about. We are talking about spending 
hard-earned taxpayer money. So no 
amount of money is too small to dis-
cuss and to bring light to. 

I would implore my colleagues on 
both sides of the aisle to, yes, look at 
the expansive nature of these appro-
priations bills, to look at the increase 
in the amount of money that this ma-
jority plans on spending over past Con-
gresses. 

I also would ask my colleagues to 
look at the process. Because the debate 
has been expanded, I think it’s an ap-
propriate time to talk about the issue 
regarding earmarks, special projects. 
We have now a policy apparently in 
this House of Representatives, that al-
lows the majority party or, actually, 
one Member of the majority party, to 
determine when he decides which ear-
mark, which special project, warrants 
support by the entire House or war-
rants the opportunity to even have a 
vote on a special project. 

But can you have a vote on a specific 
special project? No, no. What we will 
have, our special projects that are the 
pet special projects of one individual, 
brought into a conference report, and 
no opportunity, no opportunity for any 
Member of this body to point out that, 
in fact, that ought to have a particular 
vote, that we ought to have individuals 
stand up. 

I support the amendment of the gen-
tleman from California. 

Mr. MCHENRY. Mr. Chairman, I 
move to strike the last word. 

We do have some concerns on this 
side about the legislation put together, 
as we would have on any large bill that 
spends billions of dollars, but I want to 
commend my colleague from North 
Carolina for his fair work and his hard 
work on this legislation. 

With that, I would like to yield to 
my colleague from California. 

Mr. CAMPBELL of California. I 
thank the gentleman from North Caro-
lina. 

If I can refer to the gentleman, I be-
lieve I heard, and maybe we can sort 
this out, but I think that if you include 
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the supplementals on both sides, that 
we went from $34.2 billion to $39.2 bil-
lion, which would be a 15.2 percent in-
crease, perhaps not the 17 I said earlier, 
but in either event, frankly, whether 
it’s 17 percent, 15 percent or the 13.6, if 
you leave both of the supplementals 
out, it’s a lot of money. It’s billions 
and billions and billions of dollars of 
increase. 

Some of that increase is a lot more 
than inflation, multiple times more 
than inflation, and it’s a lot more than 
taking the growth in inflation and the 
growth in population and put it to-
gether. Most importantly, it’s a lot 
more than personal income growth. 

That’s something we need to look at, 
as we are looking at all these appro-
priations and all of these spending 
bills. Because if we increase spending 
faster than people’s incomes are in-
creasing in America, it is 
unsustainable over time unless you 
continue to take more and more and 
more of their hard-earned money away 
from them. 

Now, I know that’s what many of you 
on the other side of the aisle want to 
do. But, A, we don’t; and, B, even if you 
want to do it, eventually you’ll run out 
of space. Eventually, you’ll take it all 
if you increase at this kind of level. 

Once again, this amendment does not 
ask anybody to cut anything. It simply 
tells this one element, this one part of 
the bureaucracy in Homeland Security 
to do, get by and exist on the same 
amount of money that you had last 
year. 

I thank the gentleman from North 
Carolina. 

Mr. MCHENRY. I thank my colleague 
for his comments. 

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Mr. Chair-
man, I move to strike the last word. 

I felt compelled to say something 
after the gentleman from North Caro-
lina and the gentleman from New York 
talked about bureaucracy. It’s easy to 
pick on bureaucracy. I ask any Member 
of this House that has talked to any 
constituencies, whether it’s about a 
Social Security issue, a veterans’ issue, 
Department of Homeland Security, 
FAA issue, to talk about it, and they 
will tell you that they had trouble with 
the bureaucracy, that they were having 
to call your office because they had 
trouble with the bureaucracy. This 
government has grown at a pace way 
beyond our population. 

As we know, once somebody gets in a 
position in government, what they try 
to do is to expand that position, to get 
another secretary, to get an assistant 
secretary, an executive secretary, and 
so forth, because they are trying to 
build their power base. 

So, yes, you ask any citizen that was 
affected by Katrina on the gulf coast if 
we have too much bureaucracy in our 
government, because a lot of those in-
dividuals down there that were hurt by 
that hurricane have yet to get assist-
ance, or the full assistance they need, 
because of the bureaucracy in Wash-
ington D.C. So don’t say that the bu-

reaucracy is just something easy to 
pick on. 

Let me say this. The gentleman from 
California is very earnest in wanting to 
get $10 million. Now, $10 million may 
not sound like a lot to a lot of people, 
but it’s a lot of money. I will tell the 
gentleman from New York that com-
mented on what was causing a deficit, 
yes, the war is causing the deficit, 
some part of the deficit. But what is 
causing the deficit, this is a moment of 
truth, is overspending, overspending. 

Yes, the public did speak last Novem-
ber, and what they said is, you Repub-
licans who have always stood up and 
said, government is too big and we 
have too much spending. Yet we were 
the ones up here increasing the size of 
government and spending too much 
money, it’s time for us to reclaim the 
brand of being fiscal conservatives and 
watching after the taxpayers’ dollars. 
That’s exactly what this amendment 
from the gentleman from California 
does. 

Our base, the Republican base, does 
not like to spend money or does not 
like to see government grow, because 
we think that the entrepreneurial spir-
it is that we can take care of ourselves 
better than the government can take 
care of us. The unfortunate side for our 
base is that the majority base thinks 
that the government can do a better 
job of looking after people than people 
themselves. 

So that’s the dilemma that we find 
ourselves in, that we have got one side 
that’s trying to reclaim their brand, 
trying to make people realize that we 
really are who we say we are and doing 
the things that we are supposed to be 
doing in cutting the size of government 
and reducing spending. The other side 
is saying, here we are and here we are 
to take care of you. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on 
the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. CAMP-
BELL). 

The question was taken; and the 
Chairman announced that the noes ap-
peared to have it. 

Mr. CAMPBELL of California. Mr. 
Chairman, I demand a recorded vote. 

The CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to clause 
6 of rule XVIII, further proceedings on 
the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from California will be post-
poned. 

AMENDMENT OFFERED BY MR. KUCINICH 
Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Chairman, I offer 

an amendment. 
The Clerk read as follows: 
Amendment offered by Mr. KUCINICH: 
Page 2, line 9, after the dollar amount, in-

sert ‘‘(reduced by $500,000)’’. 
Page 38, line 17, after the dollar amount, 

insert ‘‘(increased by $500,000)’’. 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Chairman, my 
amendment directs FEMA to conduct a 
comprehensive study of the increase in 
demand for FEMA’s emergency re-
sponse and disaster relief services as a 
result of weather-related disasters as-
sociated with global warming. 

It will tell us what FEMA can expect 
5, 10, and 20 years from now. The as-

sessment will include an analysis of 
the budgetary material and manpower 
implications of meeting such increased 
demand for FEMA services. We have 
been warned. We have been warned 
that we should expect to see more ex-
treme weather, like severe rain storms 
and snowstorms that can come in an El 
Nino season. 

We have been warned that we will see 
stronger hurricanes and hurricanes 
with more total rainfall. We have been 
warned to expect heat waves. We have 
been told to expect melting glaciers, 
rising sea levels swallowing low-lying 
land in places like Bangladesh, Florida, 
the gulf coast and Manhattan. 

We have been warned that rising 
temperatures will force infectious dis-
eases to move north or upwards in ele-
vation to expose previously unexposed 
and, therefore, defenseless populations. 
We have been warned that droughts 
will intensify and lengthen, straining 
already strained water supplies and 
bring crop failures. Droughts also place 
those areas at greater risk for 
wildfires. 

These warnings come from the most 
respected, most credible, most well- 
studied scientists this world has to 
offer. This was most recently affirmed 
by the Fourth Assessment Report by 
the Intergovernmental Panel on Cli-
mate Change. Turns out, they were 
right. 

The 11 hottest years on record have 
occurred since 1994. Two of the three 
last hurricane seasons have broken 
records. The polar ice cap is melting 
even faster than our previous best esti-
mates. Greenland’s ice is melting. Per-
mafrost in Alaska is thawing, causing 
homes to crumble. Residents of low- 
lying nations like Tuvalu have applied 
for entry into other countries as cli-
mate refugees and have been denied. 

West Nile virus from Africa has 
taken a toehold in the U.S. The Euro-
pean heat wave of 2003 killed well over 
15,000 people. Carbon dioxide con-
centrations in the atmosphere are at 
levels scientists say have not occurred 
in 400,000 years. 

These effects are directly in line with 
the warnings we received from the sci-
entific community. Even though it is 
difficult to attribute all of these effects 
directly to climate change, some have 
been able to. A 2006 article in the jour-
nal Nature blames half of the risk asso-
ciated with the European heat on 
human-induced warming. 

The World Health Organization has 
estimated that 150,000 deaths every 
year can already be attributed to cli-
mate change. 

b 1645 

Hurricane Katrina gave us another 
grim warning, telling us not only what 
we should expect, but showing us what 
happens if we’re not prepared. 

Katrina showed us that when disas-
ters hit, the most vulnerable among us 
become even more vulnerable because 
they lack the resources and access to 
cope. That was made clear as image 
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after image of those hit the hardest 
were people of modest means and peo-
ple of color. 

In fact, in the Chicago heat wave of 
1995, African Americans were twice as 
likely to die as Caucasians. The elder-
ly, many of whom could not afford air 
conditioning, made up most of the vic-
tims. 

Katrina showed us that disasters are 
expensive. We have so far spent about 
$77 billion on disaster assistance for 
Hurricanes Katrina, Wilma and Rita 
alone. Insurance companies whose very 
existence rely on their predictive abili-
ties have seen enough to make them 
drop certain coverage and to conduct 
campaigns to try to reduce our green-
house gas emissions. Reinsurance com-
panies in particular, like Swiss Re, 
have taken a leadership role in pro-
moting action on climate change. 

Katrina has showed us that an unpre-
pared FEMA costs time, money and ul-
timately lives. If past is prologue, we 
have an obligation to look at the fu-
ture in order to prepare. We have to 
allow FEMA to take into account the 
realities of the challenges that await 
them. 

At this moment we can still choose 
among policy options. We can deal with 
the effects of climate change in one of 
two ways. We can acknowledge the ex-
traordinary challenges before us and 
prepare for them voluntarily and ag-
gressively, but steadily, predictably 
and controllably, or we can continue to 
create policy as if there’s no problem 
and wait for the severe weather to con-
trol our pace of adaptation. The choice 
is ours. 

Let FEMA prepare for the task 
ahead. Vote ‘‘yes’’ on the Kucinich 
amendment. 

Mr. PRICE of North Carolina. Mr. 
Chairman, I want to commend the gen-
tleman for his eloquence, both about 
the potential threat of global warming 
and what that may mean for emer-
gencies that we have to deal with in 
the future, and also for the need to re-
pair and rebuild FEMA so that we have 
a nimble, responsive agency that can 
respond to all kinds of disasters all 
over this country. 

I understand that the gentleman will 
perhaps be willing to withdraw this 
amendment. I hope that he will do 
that, but I want to assure him that we 
understand what he’s focusing on, and 
that we will work with him as we go to 
conference to make sure that FEMA 
has the resources that it needs. We 
have beefed up FEMA’s resources a 
good deal in this bill. 

Now, on the question of who should 
be studying global warming and assess-
ing its future impact, there are legiti-
mate questions, I believe, as to wheth-
er FEMA is the agency that’s best 
equipped to do this. Other agencies, 
such as the National Oceanic and At-
mospheric Administration, NOAA, do 
have expertise in this area, but if that 
expertise is not being translated into 
practical preparation, and if there’s 
not adequate coordination between 

NOAA and the research operations and 
the operational agencies, then that ob-
viously is a concern that needs to be 
addressed. I appreciate the Member 
from Ohio’s raising that concern, and 
promise that we will work with you. 

Mr. KUCINICH. Will the gentleman 
yield? 

Mr. PRICE of North Carolina. I will. 
Mr. KUCINICH. First of all, I want to 

thank the chairman for his willingness 
to work to address this issue of the 
need for an increase in demand for 
FEMA’s emergency response services. 
And I think that, as the bill moves to 
conference, that it could be a service to 
people in all those areas which are 
likely to be assailed by adverse weath-
er conditions to make sure that FEMA 
understands that there’s going to be 
greater demand on their services. 

And if the gentleman, as you have in-
dicated, is willing to take this issue up 
in conference on behalf of all of us, I 
certainly would be willing to withdraw 
the amendment. 

Mr. Chairman, I ask unanimous con-
sent to withdraw the amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. Is there objection 
to the request of the gentleman from 
Ohio? 

There was no objection. 
The CHAIRMAN. Without objection, 

the amendment is withdrawn. 
Mr. CARTER. Mr. Chairman, I’d like 

to move to strike the requisite number 
of words on this issue. 

The CHAIRMAN. The amendment 
has just been withdrawn. 

Mr. CARTER. I believe I have the 
right to object. 

The CHAIRMAN. The time for objec-
tion has passed. 

If the gentleman just wishes to strike 
the requisite number of words—— 

Mr. CARTER. Okay. I’ll wait for the 
bill. 

AMENDMENT OFFERED BY MR. REICHERT 
Mr. REICHERT. Mr. Chairman, I 

offer an amendment. 
The Clerk read as follows: 
Amendment offered by Mr. REICHERT: 
Page 2 line 9, after the dollar amount in-

sert ‘‘(reduced by $1,000,000)’’. 
Page 2 line 16, after the dollar amount in-

sert ‘‘(reduced by $11,000,000)’’. 
Page 4 line 24, after the dollar amount in-

sert ‘‘(increased by $10,000,000)’’. 

Mr. REICHERT. Mr. Chairman, as 
the ranking member of the Homeland 
Security Subcommittee on Intel-
ligence, I rise today to offer an amend-
ment that would restore a cut to the 
Department of Homeland Security’s in-
telligence function. 

This bill cuts the analysis and secu-
rity’s intelligence functions. This bill 
cuts $8 million from that account from 
last year, and this bill cuts the anal-
ysis and operations account by $8 mil-
lion from last year, and is $23 million 
below the administration’s request. 

I simply do not understand why we 
would be cutting the intelligence fund-
ing. Let’s be clear about this. Intel-
ligence is what we use to prevent ter-
rorist attacks. Good intelligence 
helped prevent the recent plots against 

Fort Dix and against John F. Kennedy 
Airport in New York. The Department 
of Homeland Security intelligence had 
a role in both of these cases, and, in 
fact, in the JFK plot the Department 
of Homeland Security was sharing clas-
sified intelligence with the private sec-
tor for more than a year before the 
threat was made public. 

My amendment attempts to strike an 
appropriate balance between response, 
recovery and prevention. This legisla-
tion, in its current form, includes cuts 
to intelligence and yet significantly in-
creases response and recovery pro-
grams. 

While all are important to homeland 
security, I think we can all agree that 
it is better to prevent a terrorist at-
tack than be forced to respond to one. 
According to the Department of Home-
land Security, this bill would reduce 
the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity’s intelligence support for border 
security, terrorist travel, and human 
smuggling. It would severely impact 
the Department’s ability to assess 
these threats, and would harm their ef-
forts to focus on homegrown terrorism 
and violent extremism within the 
United States. 

My amendment simply adds $10 mil-
lion for analysis operations to that ac-
count to help restore the Department’s 
intelligence functions. This would 
eliminate the cut and provide a modest 
$2 million increase from last year. 

The terrorists only have to be right 
once, but to defend ourselves, we have 
to be right every time. Intelligence is 
the most sound investment we can 
make as a Nation to prevent terrorism. 

I urge my colleagues to vote ‘‘yes’’ 
on this amendment. 

Mr. PRICE of North Carolina. Mr. 
Chairman, I rise in opposition to the 
amendment offered by the gentleman 
from Washington, although I want to 
heartily endorse the emphasis he’s 
given to the importance of the intel-
ligence and analytical functions. 

Perhaps I can best begin by making 
an observation about this bill as a 
whole. We have closely examined the 
status of the programs that we’re fund-
ing, their history of drawing down 
funds, their unspent balances, their 
ability to spend the money that has 
been requested. And so when the gen-
tleman sees a reduction in funding of 
the sort that he sees in this account, it 
would be a big mistake to read that as 
a de-emphasis of this function or some 
kind of judgment that this function is 
not important. We think it’s highly im-
portant. But we do have some observa-
tions that are included in the com-
mittee report. 

I refer the gentleman to page 23 of 
the report about the rationale behind 
the, we hope, temporary reductions 
that we’ve written into this bill. It’s a 
short section. Let me just read it. ‘‘The 
Committee has reduced the funding 
level for intelligence and analysis 
below the amounts requested. The 
Committee notes that the Office of In-
telligence and Analysis carried over 
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significant unobligated balances at the 
end of fiscal year 2006, and has shown 
no signs of an increased pace of obliga-
tions during the current fiscal year.’’ 

That is not something we’re pleased 
about, but the best way to create some 
pressure and some incentives to correct 
this situation, to get this function 
moving, is what the committee has 
done. 

The gentleman’s amendment would 
reduce by $10 million the amounts pro-
vided to the managerial function and 
the Border Patrol at DHS and reallo-
cate those funds for the intelligence 
functions. 

But as I said, at the end of 2006 the 
intelligence program had $50 million 
remaining unspent, largely because it 
was unable to hire the staff at the rate 
at which it was planned. There’s been 
no indication from the intelligence 
managers of the Department that the 
pace of hiring has increased, so we 
fully expect the programs will end this 
year with significant balances unspent. 
It’s simply imprudent to keep appro-
priating more money when those siz-
able balances remain unspent. 

Now, as for the offset, briefly, the 
amendment proposes to reduce funding 
for the Office of the Secretary and Ex-
ecutive Management by $1 million, or 1 
percent. That, as we’ve said earlier, 
would nip in the bud our efforts to bet-
ter ensure privacy and to enforce civil 
rights. That’s the reason there’s a 
slight increase in that function. And 
the gentleman’s amendment would re-
move that, as well as reduce funding 
for the office of the Under Secretary 
for Management, which is tied to the 
need to consolidate DHS operations in 
a new headquarters. 

So, in the other aspect of the amend-
ment, perhaps even more dangerously, 
the amendment proposes to reduce CBP 
salaries, Border Patrol salaries and ex-
penses, by $6 million. That could gen-
erate significant vulnerabilities in the 
Border Patrol’s ability to ensure the 
security of the northern and southern 
borders. 

So the offsets are not good, and the 
overall increase would, in all likeli-
hood, remain unspent. 

So for those reasons, and certainly 
not for any lack of concern about intel-
ligence and analytical operations, I do 
reluctantly oppose the gentleman’s 
amendment. 

Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey. Mr. 
Chairman, I move to strike the last 
word. 

Mr. Chairman, I rise to address the 
Chamber and also to commend the gen-
tleman for his excellent amendment. 

As the gentleman knows, I come 
from, hail from the great State of New 
Jersey where we are all too well aware 
of why we are here on the floor tonight 
discussing the issue of homeland secu-
rity. My district is in the shadows of 
the Twin Towers. 

I commend the gentleman for his 
opening comments when he stated that 
we need a balance between response, 
recovery and prevention. I would sug-

gest, if we’re going to strike that bal-
ance, that we might want to tip that 
balance a little bit to the way of pre-
vention. 

While as glad as my constituents are, 
immediately in the aftermath of 9/11, of 
how tremendous the response was from 
people, not only from New York City, 
New Jersey, my State, the entire tri-
state area, but America in general to 
what happened on 9/11. That was the re-
sponse. 

And as great as it was, the recovery 
after 9/11, and putting people’s lives 
back in order as well, the thing that 
most New Yorkers and all Americans 
would agree on is if we could have pre-
vented 9/11 to occur in the first place, 
how much better that would have been. 

Now, we just had another incident in 
the State of New Jersey as well, I’m 
sure the gentleman knows, down in the 
southern part of the State with regard 
to several terrorists, this time home-
grown terrorists trying to get into a 
U.S. military establishment and shoot 
up that establishment. In that case we 
did not have to look at that balance 
with regard to response or recovery be-
cause our government did such a phe-
nomenal job in the area of prevention. 

And what does the gentleman’s, his 
amendment do today? He addresses 
that point of prevention, trying to pre-
vent another 9/11, trying to prevent an-
other incident that could have oc-
curred in the State of New Jersey and 
the loss of life there. 

And what does the amendment do? It 
tries to restore the $10 million cut that 
would have occurred should this 
amendment not occur. 

Now, the other side of the aisle, on 
this amendment and a previous amend-
ment, and I presume for the rest of this 
evening as well, they will be coming to 
the floor defending the bureaucracy. 
They will be coming to the floor de-
fending the bureaucrats. They will be 
coming to the floor defending the sta-
tus quo. 

I would suggest that we do not want 
to defend the status quo. We want to 
improve the situation. 

b 1700 

The gentleman’s amendment will do 
that by putting the resources where 
they should be, in intelligence, which 
is prevention so that we should never 
have such an incident in this country 
again. 

I commend the gentleman and en-
courage my colleagues from both sides 
of the aisle to support this amendment 
when it later comes to the floor for a 
vote. 

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Mr. Chair-
man, I move to strike the last word. 

I would like to yield to my friend 
from Washington, someone that is a 
professional in law enforcement (Mr. 
REICHERT). 

Mr. REICHERT. Mr. Chairman, I 
thank the gentleman from Georgia for 
yielding. 

I want to just respond to a couple of 
points that were made. Part of this 

budget is classified, and we can say one 
thing, though, in open session, and that 
is that the Department of Homeland 
Security disagrees with your assess-
ment. For instance, your report states 
that the Office of Operations and Co-
ordination has significant unobligated 
balances. According to the Department 
of Homeland Security, as of June 7 of 
this year, OPS has obligated 63 percent 
of fiscal year 2007’s funding and 99.9 
percent of fiscal year 2006 carry-over 
funding. 

So let’s just be real about this bill. If 
you are serious about intelligence, why 
are we cutting it by $8 million over last 
year’s budget, $23 million over the sug-
gested administration’s budget? 

This is what it does: It will reduce 
our ability to deploy personnel to the 
southwest and northern borders to sup-
port border enforcement efforts. It will 
reduce our ability to identify and as-
sess threats to the security of the Na-
tion’s land, air, and sea borders. It will 
reduce our ability to analyze the 
threat of homegrown terrorism and do-
mestic terrorism. It will reduce our 
ability to provide an alternative per-
spective to terrorist threats. It will re-
duce our ability to collect intelligence 
and support those intelligence owners 
and operators of the Nation’s critical 
infrastructure. And it will reduce our 
ability to analyze terrorist travel 
trends and methods. 

I have 33 years of law enforcement 
experience in the Seattle area, was the 
sheriff of Seattle before I came here, 
now serving in my second term in Con-
gress. I understand the balance be-
tween response and prevention. I un-
derstand the balance of civil liberties 
and protection of the public against 
criminal activity. I understand the bal-
ance there. This bill puts this balance 
way out of whack. 

One million dollars taken from man-
agement in the Secretary’s office, $11 
million taken from the Under Sec-
retary’s office. They still receive a $79 
million increase. The committee’s rec-
ommendation in this report remains 
intact; therefore, civil liberty funding 
and privacy, counternarcotics funding 
levels remain intact. They are not part 
of our offsets. Also not a part of our 
offset is CBC. 

Mr. WESTMORELAND. Mr. Chair-
man, reclaiming my time, I want to 
thank the gentleman for offering the 
amendment. 

You want to listen to somebody that 
has expertise in this. And I don’t think 
anybody has more expertise in intel-
ligence than a local sheriff does, some-
body that has been involved in trying 
to find some criminals. And the gen-
tleman from Washington has certainly 
done that. He has brought his profes-
sionalism here to Washington. And I 
think it is good advice that the Mem-
bers vote for this amendment and rec-
ognize that we are listening to some-
body that has got the experience and 
not bureaucrats that think they know 
how to do a job and they have never ac-
tually even been in the field. 
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Mr. MCHENRY. Mr. Chairman, I 

move to strike the requisite number of 
words. 

Mr. Chairman, I want to urge my col-
leagues to support my good friend from 
Washington’s amendment. It is a good 
amendment because, as a sheriff, he 
knows, firsthand, homeland security. 
And what he also knows is the most 
important thing we can be doing in 
this time of war is funding our intel-
ligence capabilities domestically and 
internationally. And what this legisla-
tion does is reduce our capacity to 
gather intelligence through this home-
land security appropriation. 

Mr. Chairman, I think what my col-
league from Washington has offered is 
a very sensible thing. This bill actually 
has $23 million less in funding for intel-
ligence resources than the President 
requested. And what my colleague does 
is restore the funding level to the prior 
year’s funding for the intelligence- 
gathering resources of the Homeland 
Security Department. 

I think overall what we have to dis-
cuss as a Congress is whether or not we 
are going to fight an offensive war. Are 
we going to do the necessary things, 
the intelligence gathering that we need 
to do as a country and as a nation to 
make sure that we are safe and secure 
when we are dealing with these very 
complicated threats both internation-
ally and domestically. 

We saw what has happened over the 
last few years with intelligence-gath-
ering capabilities that during the 1990s 
were decimated. Our intelligence-gath-
ering capabilities were decimated. And 
what we have to do as a nation is make 
sure we have the proper funding so we 
don’t have those threats, we don’t have 
those scares, that we don’t have that 
level of war here at home. 

So, Mr. Chairman, I commend my 
colleague for offering this amendment. 
I urge its adoption. And I think we can 
do this on a very bipartisan basis to en-
sure that we have a strong homeland 
and have the proper intelligence-gath-
ering resources funded by this United 
States Congress. 

Mr. Chairman, I would be happy to 
yield to my colleague from the great 
State of New Jersey. 

Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey. Mr. 
Chairman, I appreciate the gentleman’s 
yielding. 

And I just want to reiterate a point 
that you made at the end, and that is 
to take a brief look at history to see 
where our intelligence apparatus, if 
you will, has been in this country. 

I was going to step up to the floor a 
little earlier on a previous amendment 
when one of our colleagues from the 
other side of the aisle began to give a 
history as to the budget process and 
the deficits and the like, and I was 
going to say at that time, we really 
shouldn’t be looking back on some of 
these issues. But I think you raised a 
point that we need to look back to, and 
it brings us to the point of 9/11 and why 
we got there in the first place. And 
that was, we went through a time, fol-

lowing the collapse of the ‘‘evil em-
pire,’’ as Ronald Reagan called it, the 
Soviet Union, the breakup of the So-
viet Union and the Eastern Bloc, the 
end of the so-called Cold War. And 
there were Members from the other 
side of the aisle in this House and the 
other House, but specifically in this 
House who said, we do not need an in-
telligence apparatus in this country 
anymore. 

I remember one of my colleagues 
from the other side of the aisle said 
that we can even get rid of the CIA be-
cause we no longer need such an appa-
ratus in a world free of the Soviet 
Union and the like. That was impetus 
during a previous administration, back 
during the Clinton administration. 

The dollars of investments were not 
made during that period of time, and 
what was wrought because of that? 
What became because of that? Well, 
not just 9/11, which we are all familiar 
with. Something that people are less 
familiar with or already forget was the 
first bombing of the World Trade Cen-
ter, when at that time the towers did 
not come down, collapsing upon the 
neighbors and the people in the area; 
but you may recall that bombing in the 
cellars and the trucks. 

What it led to also was bombing of 
U.S. interests around the world as well. 
In each instance it was because of a 
lack of dollars and investment in appa-
ratus, invested in our intelligence com-
munity, in the CIA and other appa-
ratus, National Security Agency and 
the like. Because of that those things 
came about. 

So the gentleman is absolutely cor-
rect in this case of looking back to see 
where we did not make the invest-
ments in the past and where our col-
leagues on the other side of the aisle 
would say continue that wrong philos-
ophy of not investing in intelligence 
but instead just looking to the recov-
ery and the response. 

We believe that we must be looking 
to the prevention, as the author of this 
amendment said at the very outset, 
that we must look to the prevention, 
and that has come about through the 
investment of our intelligence. 

So I just want to reiterate that point 
that the gentleman raised. Look back 
to history. Look at which party led us 
to the problems that we have today 
and what we need to do about it today. 
Look back at history. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on 
the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Washington (Mr. 
REICHERT). 

The question was taken; and the 
Chairman announced that the noes ap-
peared to have it. 

Mr. REICHERT. Mr. Chairman, I de-
mand a recorded vote. 

The CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to clause 
6 of rule XVIII, further proceedings on 
the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Washington will be post-
poned. 

Mr. RODRIGUEZ. Mr. Chairman, I 
move to strike the last word. 

Mr. Chairman, today I rise in support 
of this piece of legislation. This bill 
has particular significance for all 
Americans concerned about promoting 
the necessary and difficult objectives 
of protecting our homeland. 

As a member of the Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Homeland Security, 
it has been a pleasure for me to work 
with Chairman PRICE on adding lan-
guage and enhancements that will 
make the bill stronger and generally 
more effective. 

As a Member who represents a dis-
trict that comprises 700 miles along the 
Texas-Mexico border, I am distinctly 
aware of the challenges that confront 
frontline law enforcement officers 
charged with upholding criminal laws 
such as drug and human trafficking. In 
recognition of these inherent dangers 
presented to law enforcement officials, 
also to private landowners as well as 
elected officials concerned about bor-
der issues, and the statutory require-
ments imposed by the Department of 
Homeland Security to erect a fencing 
barrier that spans 370 miles along the 
southwestern border, I was pleased to 
work with the chairman, who was 
working with me on these two distinct 
issues. 

My first and most important objec-
tive that I would like to address is re-
garding homeland security grants that 
would hopefully help the border cities 
and the law enforcement personnel 
that are on the border such as the po-
lice and the sheriff, the first respond-
ers, for stemming the tide of drug and 
human trafficking along our border. 
Chairman PRICE was instrumental in 
working with me and helping us to ob-
tain $15 million for funding for Oper-
ation Stonegarden, a program that this 
administration failed to seek funding 
for and which had previously been 
funded in 2006. 

Operation Stonegarden began as a 
successful pilot program in 2005 and 
helped 14 border States on these issues. 
The initiative gave the States the 
flexibility that the Department grants 
provided to enhance coordination 
among not only the States but local 
community and Federal law enforce-
ment agencies that are drastically 
needed. This pilot program resulted in 
an estimated 214 State, local, and trib-
al agencies working 36,755 man-days on 
various public safety as well as border 
security operations on the border. 

The budgetary constraints imposed 
on the committee precluded more fund-
ing in this area, but the bill language 
sends a clear message that programs 
such as Stonegarden are viable and will 
serve as a funding aid to the law en-
forcement communities along the bor-
der. 

Stonegarden did not receive funding 
last year. The funding assists local au-
thorities with operational costs and 
equipment purchases that contribute 
to border security. The funds are in-
tended to be used for operations involv-
ing both narcotics and human traf-
ficking. 
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The second objective regarding the 

fencing and the barriers that are nec-
essary, I want to thank the chairman 
also for working with us in making 
sure we provide these types of barriers 
in an appropriate manner. 

I believe that the bill reported by the 
full committee and under consider-
ation by the full House represents the 
most viable approach that can be uti-
lized. I want to thank the chairman for 
allowing us to be able to present this 
bill. And as you well know, Mr. Chair-
man, this is a bill that is critical, an 
area that we have been lacking in this 
country where the administration has 
failed to provide the appropriate re-
sources on the border. So I want to 
thank the chairman for allowing us to 
do that. 

AMENDMENT OFFERED BY MR. KING OF IOWA 
Mr. KING of Iowa. Mr. Chairman, I 

offer an amendment. 
The Clerk read as follows: 
Amendment offered by Mr. KING of Iowa: 
In title I, under the heading ‘‘Office of the 

Secretary and Executive Management’’, 
after the first dollar amount insert ‘‘(re-
duced by $79,000)’’. 

Mr. KING of Iowa. Mr. Chairman, 
this amendment would reduce the Chief 
of Staff account in the Office of the 
Secretary and Executive Management 
to the fiscal year 2007 level. It rep-
resents a $79,000 reduction, and it 
would go from $2.639 million to $2.56 
million. 

The bill’s current funding level is a 3 
percent increase over fiscal year 2007 as 
enacted. There has been at least $105.5 
billion in new Federal spending author-
ized by the House Democrat leadership 
this year. The current Federal debt is 
$8.8 trillion, roughly $29,000 for every 
U.S. citizen. 
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And it grows by over $1 billion a day. 
Entitlement spending, being Medicare, 
Medicaid and Social Security, is out of 
control and within a generation will 
force either significant cutbacks in 
services or benefits or massive tax in-
creases. 

The Congressional Budget Office and 
the Government Accountability Office 
have been warning Congress that the 
growth in direct spending, and that is 
spending that’s on autopilot outside 
the annual spending process, is occur-
ring at an unsustainable rate due to 
well-known demographic trends and 
other factors. Discretionary spending 
has also grown exponentially and must 
be brought under control. 

This amendment is the first step of 
many necessary steps in forcing fiscal 
discipline and sanity upon the Federal 
Government and out-of-control Federal 
spending. We must restore fiscal dis-
cipline and find both commonsense and 
innovative new ways to do so, and we 
need to find ways to do more with less. 

I have often speculated as to how this 
Congress would react if we brought a 
budget down here and presented a 
budget that would actually be a bal-
anced budget without increasing taxes. 

We were on a trajectory to do that. 
And many of the things that have hap-
pened so far here in this 110th Congress 
have reversed that opportunity that 
we’ve had and made it far more dif-
ficult for us to be able to get to the 
point where we can balance this budget 
again. 

Most of us will look back and remem-
ber that at the time of the beginning of 
this current administration, we were 
caught in a real flux, we had a dot-com 
bubble that was an unexpected growth 
in our economy. It brought in Federal 
revenues that surpassed the antici-
pated revenue stream and actually sur-
passed the ability of Congress to react 
to increasing spending with the Fed-
eral revenue increase. So, when the 
bubble burst, it slowed down our rev-
enue, and at the same time, since we 
hadn’t anticipated the increase, we 
ended up with some surplus in this 
budget, and we paid down some debt. 

That was a good thing, and I would 
hope we could find a way to get back to 
that good thing, but the good thing 
didn’t last very long because, at the 
same time we had the bursting of the 
dot-com bubble, we also had things we 
knew about that had to do with some 
corporate corruption. That was dif-
ficult on our economy and our adjust-
ments. And nearly the same time, and 
from a national historical perspective 
it was the same time, we had the Sep-
tember 11 attacks, which in the end 
generated the very subject matter that 
is the appropriations of the Depart-
ment that this bill appropriates. All of 
those things added together turned this 
increase or spending and slowed down 
our revenue increase. Now we’ve seen 
the growth in this economy. We have 
seen unprecedented growth in our Dow, 
for example. And we have a strong 
economy that surpassed my anticipa-
tion. It went beyond my optimism and 
exceeded that, Mr. Chairman. 

So, what I would submit is that this 
Congress needs to have the discipline 
every step of the way, wherever we 
have the opportunity discretionarily, 
to take us back down to the level 
where we can one day come to this 
floor, Democrats and Republicans, and 
offer a balanced budget and then talk 
about how we spend that money within 
that balanced budget without increas-
ing taxes. That’s the key, and that’s 
the thrust, and that’s the message, Mr. 
Chairman, that I bring with this 
amendment that simply reduces the 
COS office by $79,000. 

Mr. PRICE of North Carolina. Mr. 
Chairman, I rise to indicate that we 
will accept this amendment, but I want 
to explain my reasoning, if I might, 
and explain it very carefully. 

For 2 hours now we have sat in this 
Chamber and have heard Republican 
Members railing against the Bush ad-
ministration. Member after Member 
after Member has risen in this Cham-
ber to condemn Bush administration 
bureaucrats in unsparing terms, and 
not one voice on that side of the aisle 
has been raised in opposition, not one. 

So, we are asking ourselves, how long 
are we going to defend a very carefully 
crafted bill that deals with the admin-
istration’s legitimate needs to admin-
ister its Department? 

Now, I don’t care how many times 
people get on this floor and claim that 
we have made lavish increases. The 
fact is, and I will say it one more time, 
this bill cuts departmental operations. 
It cuts them below the President’s re-
quest, and it cuts them below 2007 lev-
els. And that is not a matter of infla-
tion adjustment. It is a real cut in 
nominal terms. 

Now, within that overall cut there 
are some adjustments. Some accounts 
are cut more, some are increased. They 
are not increased for frivolous reasons. 
If we have made an increase, it has 
been because there is a good rationale 
for that increase. A couple of the ear-
lier cuts targeted the account that in-
cludes the Privacy Office, the Civil 
Rights Office, offices that need work 
and need to be strengthened. 

So we have scrubbed this bill very 
carefully. We have basically provided 
only for current staff on board, and, in 
a few instances, for staff that we knew 
needed to be augmented to perform 
very specific functions. So, we have 
been conscientious within the context 
of overall reduction. 

Of course, the easiest thing in the 
world is to rail against the front office 
or the Department, to rail against the 
bureaucrats, to say these are abstract, 
invisible cuts. Let’s just cut away, and 
then beat our chest about how tough 
we are fiscally. I tell you, we’ve been 
tough fiscally, but we have not been ir-
responsible. We have tied, in each case, 
our funding recommendation to spe-
cific needs of the Department, specific 
functions that need to be continued or 
need to be augmented. So we are ask-
ing, why should we be the ones to stand 
up for this administration? 

Now, I know not every Republican is 
in line with the sentiments that have 
been expressed here. I know there are 
Members on both sides of the aisle who 
understand that you need some reason-
able level of funding to run a depart-
ment. And in past years, we have pro-
vided that reasonable level, and we 
have done it again this year. But we 
are not going to sit here and simply 
hear all this and then be alone in our 
defense. So we accept the amendment. 

Mr. OBEY. Mr. Chairman, I rise to 
strike the last word. 

Mr. Chairman, I would like to follow 
through on the comments made by the 
distinguished chairman of the sub-
committee. And I think for Members 
who aren’t here, which is approxi-
mately 90 percent of the body, for 
Members who are watching in their of-
fices or perhaps not watching at all, I 
should make clear what is happening 
here and what is not happening here. 

We are not having a real debate on a 
real bill. What is happening is a debate, 
it is really ‘‘filibuster by amendment.’’ 
It has been made quite clear by the op-
position leadership that the opposition 
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party intends to bring this institution 
to a halt today. And the way they in-
tend to do that is by offering amend-
ment after amendment after amend-
ment. There are about 120 amendments 
pending. And as the gentleman from 
North Carolina has indicated, we are 
trying to responsibly deal with a budg-
et from an administration of the other 
party. 

The easiest thing in the world for us 
to do would be for us to gut and slash 
the administrative accounts in the bill 
for any department, because, after all, 
the administration is Republican and 
we are Democratic. But what we have 
tried to do instead is to meet our re-
sponsibilities. We tried to tie adminis-
trative budget levels to the actual 
needs of the agencies, and we have 
tried to deal with those agencies in a 
bipartisan manner. 

But we have a series of amendments 
not taking any meaningful reductions 
out of these agency budgets. We have a 
series of very tiny nicks being taken 
out of these budgets. And these amend-
ments, in my judgement, are designed 
more to take up the time of this body 
than they are to produce a different fi-
nancial result. And as the gentleman 
from North Carolina indicates, we have 
been, for the last 2 hours, trying to de-
fend an administrative budget for the 
other party’s administration. 

Now, we may not be the smartest 
folks in the world, but we haven’t ex-
actly fallen off a turnip truck. And I 
also think that we are not exactly cut 
out to be suckers. And so, I don’t think 
that we can allow our friends on the 
other side of the aisle to assume that 
we will simply serve as punching bags, 
and that we will simply stand here con-
tinuing to defend administration oper-
ation accounts. 

And so, as far as I am concerned, if 
the administration and if the minority 
party’s leadership can’t control their 
own Members in terms of these budg-
etary attacks on these agencies, then 
who are we to stand in the way? So, I 
think what happens to these adminis-
trative levels will be pretty much up to 
the administration’s own party. It will 
be very interesting to watch. 

Mr. RYAN of Wisconsin. Mr. Chair-
man, I move to strike the last word. 

It is asked, you know, why are we 
doing what we are doing, and why are 
these amendments coming to the floor, 
and why are these Members saying 
what they are saying? There is a big 
picture involved here, Mr. Chairman, 
and I would like to speak to that. 

Number one, this isn’t just about in-
creasing spending in one particular 
program or one pet project, this is 
about the now majority increasing 
spending everywhere, on virtually 
every program and virtually every pet 
project at almost every opportunity. 
Six months into the new majority, $6 
billion on the omnibus appropriations, 
$17 billion in non-war-related emer-
gency spending supplemental, $21 bil-
lion more on top of discretionary 
spending above the level at which we 

realize the veto threat is going to 
occur. 

Each of these appropriation bills is 
representing an installment on a plan 
to increase nonemergency spending by 
more than $81 billion over last year. 
That is a spending increase of 9 per-
cent, three times the rate of inflation. 

Now, I will be the first to acknowl-
edge that when our party was in the 
majority, we made similar mistakes. 
We made similar big spending in-
creases. I recall my first term in 2000, 
coming at the end of the Clinton ad-
ministration, an 11 percent increase in 
discretionary spending. That got built 
into the base, and what happened? Our 
budgets got thrown through the loop 
forever. We went into deficit. It was a 
big mistake at the time, that we 
should not have done that. 

But there are four specific problems I 
have with this particular bill before us, 
Mr. Chairman, which the gentleman 
from Iowa’s amendment does some 
things to help fix. 

First, the President’s budget called 
for an increase of 7.2 percent. This 
budget calls for an increase of 14 per-
cent. So it raises the ante. So, instead 
of doubling the spending at the rate of 
inflation, we’re going four times the 
rate of inflation on this bill. 

Number two, this bill takes advan-
tage of prefunding. They have already 
used the 2007 war supplemental to 
prefund over $1 billion in fiscal year 
2008 Homeland Security appropriations. 
That lets us free up the cap for more 
spending. So, it’s really more than a 14 
percent increase from one year to the 
next. 

Third, and this is my biggest con-
cern, Mr. Chairman, earmark trans-
parency. We have come a long ways on 
earmarks. The former majority party 
made mistakes on earmarks. Let me 
say this one more time. Republicans 
made mistakes on earmarks. And good 
thing Republicans, last session, began 
fixing those mistakes. Last session we 
brought to the floor and passed in the 
rules new earmark transparency rules, 
new earmark accountability rules, giv-
ing the public the ability to see the 
earmarks, see who the author is, and 
giving Members of Congress, there as 
the people’s representatives, the abil-
ity to come to the floor and challenge 
those earmarks. To the Democratic 
Party credit, they extended those ear-
mark reforms. And you know what, Mr. 
Chairman? They built upon them. They 
improved upon those earmark reforms. 
The Democrat majority improved upon 
the Republican earmark reforms when 
they came into power at the beginning 
of this year. 

Where are we now? What has hap-
pened? We went three steps forward, 
and now we went six steps back, Mr. 
Chairman. Now, in instead of giving 
the public the ability to see these ear-
marks, instead of giving Members of 
Congress, the people’s representatives, 
the ability to challenge them, to vote 
on them, to have scrutiny on them 
while we consider these appropriation 

bills, what are we doing? They are air- 
dropping them in the conference re-
port. 

Okay. What did that just mean for 
those people who don’t know our lingo? 
This means we’re not going to see the 
earmarks while we are considering this 
legislation as they go through the 
House and the other body, the Senate. 
They will be conveniently put in the 
bill at the end of the process so that no 
amendment can address the issue, so 
that the public will have very little 
time to see these earmarks, so that no 
Member of Congress can challenge the 
worthiness of a pet project. When we 
have come to the time where Congress 
is putting in thousands and thousands 
and thousands of these earmarks, rak-
ing up to tens of millions of dollars, 
one of the bills we are going to con-
sider this week has something like $20 
billion slated for earmarks in just one 
bill. 
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No vote, just $20 billion, empty 
money to be spoken for, later inserted 
in the conference report by a couple of 
people in the majority, namely the 
chairman of the Appropriations Com-
mittee, the dean of my delegation. No 
transparency, no public accountability, 
no ability for the people, Representa-
tives, to come to the floor and chal-
lenge these earmarks. 

That is not earmark reform, Mr. 
Chairman. 

We need real earmark reform. Let’s 
not go backwards. And what is worse 
about all of this is, these bills are com-
ing in far above where they ought to be 
from a funding level. We are going to 
have a veto at the end of the year and 
a train wreck. 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Chairman, I move to 
strike the last word. 

Mr. Chairman, I want to build on the 
comments by my colleague from Wis-
consin, but I also want to talk a little 
bit about this amendment and the pre-
vious amendment. I tried to talk about 
it, but did not get recognized by the 
chairman, unfortunately. 

Mr. Chairman, I am very much con-
cerned about the need for us to restore 
fiscal discipline to this House. I have 
only been here a little over one term. I 
am in my second term. I came here 
with the notion that Republicans 
would be people who cared about fiscal 
discipline. We did not care about fiscal 
discipline as much as I would have 
liked for us to, but we made a start in 
the right direction, and I was pleased 
about that. 

Now what we are trying to do is bring 
more fiscal discipline to this House and 
to spending. We do have a broken proc-
ess. 

I find it really interesting that the 
gentleman on other side of the aisle, 
the chairman of the Appropriations 
Committee, is talking about our trying 
to shut this place down. I think that he 
has a very funny definition of this open 
process and this open rule and our 
being able to offer amendments. That 
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is the way I thought a democracy oper-
ated. 

Saying that we are trying to ‘‘shut 
the place down’’ by doing our jobs is a 
little disingenuous, I think. I think 
that is coming because in the last 5 
months you all have become so used to 
ramming things through with no op-
portunity for amendments that you 
find this a very unusual process. Well, 
we intend to use the opportunity avail-
able to us to offer amendments every 
chance we get. 

He also made the comment that we 
are taking up the time of this body to 
do frivolous things. Well, again, this is 
the job that we are elected to do. We 
are not taking up the time of the body. 
We are doing what we are supposed to 
be doing. 

You spent 3 months dealing with 
what we considered a frivolous exercise 
in talking about not funding our troops 
serving overseas, trying to protect us 
so we can do the very things that we 
are doing; and you didn’t want to give 
them the money that they needed in 
order to be able to do that. That is 
where a lot of time was wasted, as far 
as I’m concerned. 

I want to also talk about some com-
ments that have been made by mem-
bers of the other party that show that 
there were some people who made 
promises that have not been kept. 

This quote is from 1–5–2007 from the 
gentleman from Alabama. ‘‘Today, we 
made a strong commitment to return-
ing fiscal responsibility to Congress. It 
is vital that Congress improves its 
stewardship of the taxpayers’ money so 
we do not pass along today’s spending 
tabs to our children and grand-
children.’’ 

That is a Democratic Member from 
Alabama. That is what we are talking 
about here today. We want to make 
cuts in this unnecessary spending so 
that we’re not passing along these bills 
to our grandchildren and children. 

From the chairman of this very sub-
committee, ‘‘This bill mandates that 
all grants and contract funds be award-
ed through full and open competitive 
processes, except when other funding 
distribution mechanisms are required 
by statute. This approach creates a 
level playing field and also ensures 
that there are no congressional or ad-
ministration earmarks in the bill.’’ 

Well, that is very different from what 
we know is going to be happening on 
this bill, where these earmarks are 
going to be ‘‘air dropped,’’ as we say, 
later on, after the bill has already been 
passed, and people don’t get a chance 
to react to those earmarks. 

Another Member from Arizona: ‘‘The 
American people deserve nothing less 
than a government that is fully ac-
countable and completely transparent. 
They need to know that their elected 
Representatives are focused on the 
public interest, not the special inter-
ests and not the lobbyists’ interests.’’ 

In the last amendment that was of-
fered, we wanted to do more to increase 
what is happening in national security. 

No. You all prefer to spend a lot more 
money on bureaucracy. 

I am very pleased that you are going 
to take this amendment offered by my 
colleague from Iowa. I think that is a 
step in the right direction. But we need 
to do a lot more of that. We need to cut 
funding here, and we need to make sure 
that you fulfill the promises that you 
made so strongly last fall and at the 
beginning of this session. 

Let’s make this earmark process 
transparent. Let’s know what is going 
to be funded in these bills. Let’s put it 
all out there. And let’s have the open 
debate that you promised we would 
have. 

Mr. FLAKE. Mr. Chairman, I move to 
strike the last word. 

The chairman of the Appropriations 
Committee mentioned that this debate 
is really not about the bills that we are 
debating this week, and in a sense, he 
is right. Unfortunately, that is the 
case. Particularly later this week, we 
will be debating three other appropria-
tion bills, some of which have head-
room or a placeholder for tens of mil-
lions or hundreds of millions of dollars 
that we don’t know what that spending 
is. It is put in place for earmarks to be 
added later. 

So we really are not debating the 
real bills, and that is unfortunate. We 
should be. How can we as a legislative 
body decide whether this is appropriate 
spending or not when we don’t know 
what is in the bill, when that will be 
added later? 

I am well aware of the plan to have 
Members request and that these ear-
marks later on will be somehow made 
public. But that is the legislative 
equivalent of appointing an ombuds-
man. Why does a body like this need 
something like that? We are not potted 
plants. We should be able to see what is 
in the bills. These are earmarks that 
should be transparent. 

The Appropriations Committee has 
before it right now some 30,000 earmark 
request forms that could be made pub-
lic. Other Members could see them. We 
could see if these earmark requests are 
appropriate or not. But we are not al-
lowed to see them. We won’t be allowed 
to see them. We will only be allowed to 
see those few that the leadership de-
cides that we can see, the ones that are 
approved later; and then once we do see 
them, we will have no ability whatso-
ever to have an up or down vote on the 
individual earmarks. None. 

That is not a legislative body. That 
is saying that we can’t handle it, so we 
are going to appoint an ombudsman, in 
this case maybe a couple of members of 
the Appropriations Committee, and 
hope that they will sufficiently scrub 
these earmarks. That is simply not ac-
ceptable. 

To the other point, that we are sim-
ply defending what the President has 
done or what the administration has 
done, let me just take one program 
here that we are discussing today, and 
that is the State Homeland Security 
grant program. 

This program is being plussed up by, 
I think, about $50 million, a significant 
plus-up. Yet the chairman of the Ap-
propriations Committee, I think very 
wisely, in the committee report indi-
cated several areas where this grant 
program is being misused, where there 
are several frivolous programs going 
on. Let me just name a few of them. 

A $3,000 grant was given under the 
State Homeland Security Grant Pro-
gram to the city of Converse, Texas, 
for a trailer used to transport lawn 
mowers to lawn mower drag races. For 
a fire department in Wisconsin, $8,000 
for clown and puppet shows. That is 
under the Assistance to Firefighters 
grant program. 

Under the State Homeland Security 
grant program, $202,000 was spent on 
‘‘downtown’’ security cameras for a 
rural fishing village in Dillingham, 
Alaska. Now, ‘‘downtown,’’ there is a 
population of 2,400. This is 300 miles 
from Anchorage. There are no roads 
linking that city to anywhere. So 
$202,000 for security cameras in a re-
mote fishing village in Alaska. 

Keep in mind, we are plussing up 
spending for State Homeland Security 
grants by $50 million. Why in the world 
are we doing that? 

Just a few others. $3,500 for small 
crates and kennels to hold stray ani-
mals. This is in Modoc County, Cali-
fornia. 

There are some even in my own State 
and in my own district; I think we are 
spending $100,000 or so for synchroni-
zation of traffic lights in Apache Junc-
tion, Arizona, in my district. That 
money shouldn’t come from the Fed-
eral Government. We are making local 
governments dependent on the Federal 
Government. 

Why are we plussing up funding for 
the State Homeland Security grant 
program by $50 million in this bill with 
this kind of wasteful spending? 

As I mentioned, the chairman of the 
Appropriations Committee wisely 
pointed out some of these abuses. I will 
offer amendments to strike some of 
that funding. I hope that we have the 
support of the majority here. 

This is not frivolous time being spent 
here. We are spending far too much 
money. We can ill afford it. If we can’t 
do it here, when will we do it? 

As I pointed out, we are not dis-
cussing a lot of the funding that is in 
the bills. It is off limits. We don’t know 
what it is. It will be added later. It is 
secret at this point, secret from us, the 
Members. 

So I applaud my colleagues for bring-
ing forth amendments, and I hope that 
we will have more time to debate it. 

Mr. CAMPBELL of California. Mr. 
Chairman, I move to strike the last 
word. 

Mr. Chairman, I too want to com-
ment on some of the comments made 
by the Appropriations Committee 
chairman, the gentleman from Wis-
consin. 

There are two things we are doing 
here. One was just very eloquently pre-
sented by the gentleman from Arizona. 
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We are trying to say and trying to in-
sist that when these projects, when 
these earmarks, when these sorts of 
things appear in these bills, that there 
is sunshine, that people know what 
they are, that they can see them and 
that they are subject to an up-and- 
down vote, rather than these big slush 
funds that appear in this bill and oth-
ers as they are currently constructed. 

The other thing we are trying to do 
here is very simple, and that is saving 
the taxpayers $21 billion. There is $21 
billion more that has been proposed to 
spend in the Democrats’ appropriations 
bills than what the President proposed 
to spend. 

Now, I might add that I am one of the 
160 people who voted for a budget to 
spend $20 billion less than the Presi-
dent has proposed. It is not like what 
the President proposed was a flat budg-
et. It is not like the President proposed 
a budget that didn’t increase spending; 
it did. But what you have done is taken 
the President’s proposals for spending 
increases, accepted all that, and added 
to it in most cases. 

I think it is very interesting that the 
chairman of the Appropriations Com-
mittee seems so surprised that the 
amendments that some of us are offer-
ing, including the one that I offered 
just about an hour or so ago, that these 
were reducing spending that was actu-
ally proposed by the administration. 

It may come as a surprise to people 
on the other side of the aisle, but we 
don’t really care who proposed it, 
whether the President proposed it, a 
Democrat proposed it or a Republican 
proposed it. If it is spending more 
money than we believe should be spent, 
if it is increasing spending that in-
creases the deficit, if it is further put-
ting pressure, further trying to create 
a reason to enact the largest tax in-
crease in American history that you all 
want to do, then we are going to want 
to stop it. And that is what we are 
doing. 

Now, there was a comment also made 
by the chairman of the Appropriations 
Committee that there were 120 amend-
ments, I believe he said, on this bill. 
We are talking about a lot money. I 
would bet there are a lot more than 120 
earmarks that get put in here by the 
time things are done. I know there is 
at least $21 billion of more spending in 
all of these appropriations bills, and 
specifically on this bill itself a nearly 
$5 billion increase in spending over last 
year. So, for $5 billion and countless 
thousands of earmarks, 120 amend-
ments is not a problem. 

It may be many more than that. It 
could take many more than that. 

b 1745 

These are big issues. These are im-
portant things. This is about whether 
we are going to start to arrest spending 
where we can, or whether we are going 
to let it continue to grow and grow and 
grow. Whether we are going to allow 
Americans to keep at least the amount 
of their own money that they keep 

now, or whether this government is 
going to continue to tax them and tax 
them and take more of it. If it is 120 
amendments or 240 amendments or 480 
amendments, we will stand here and we 
stand ready to do that. 

I would hope that the message would 
get across at some point to the other 
side of the aisle that what they are 
doing is not right, and that these 
amendments are processes by which we 
are getting to what is right, which is 
not increasing spending on everything, 
not increasing all of these things and 
trying to keep it under control and 
making sure that when we do spend the 
taxpayers’ money, we are up front 
about what it is, about who requested 
it and why. And that people have an 
opportunity to challenge that request. 

Mr. Chairman, we have begun some 
amendments and we have a lot more. 
This is not a joke. This is not silly, 
this is not something that we don’t be-
lieve in. This is something we believe 
in very deeply, and it is something that 
is important and that’s why we are en-
gaged in this fight and will continue to 
be engaged in this fight. 

Mr. CARTER. Mr. Chairman, I move 
to strike the last word. 

I have absolutely the highest respect 
for the chairman of the Appropriations 
Committee, Mr. OBEY. He has worked 
very hard on this, along with Ranking 
Member LEWIS, on the overall appro-
priations process. 

The conversation he had with this 
House a few minutes ago concerns me 
in that I think Mr. KING, what Mr. 
KING has proposed, it is small but it is 
frugal. It is trying to set a tone. As our 
chairman points out, we have offered, 
there have been offered over 100 amend-
ments to this bill. What does that tell 
us? That tells us there are people who 
are looking at this in detail and trying 
to see if we are doing things wisely. We 
are exposing this bill to scrutiny. 

I think the message that we are try-
ing to send to the Congress and to the 
process is that it is good to lay out be-
fore the world honestly how we spend 
our money. And, in turn, it is a way to 
show concern for a process that has 
been created by the chairman which 
will not disclose how we are going to 
spend special project money as we de-
bate these bills. 

Two of the previous speakers have 
raised this concern. Quite frankly, the 
chairman mentioned we are trying to 
shut down the House. Well, if exam-
ining the work of the House is shutting 
down the House, examining it in detail, 
then, yes, I guess we are trying to shut 
it down. But I don’t think that is the 
way you shut it down. That is the way 
you open it up. You let sunlight come 
on the process and let everybody look 
at it and decide: Is it worth that extra 
$79,000 or not? That is what this proc-
ess is all about. 

But in the earmark process that is 
being proposed in appropriations this 
year, there is no sunlight upon that 
process. This process is in the dark. In 
fact, we are being asked over the next 

couple of weeks to vote on numerous 
bills that have billions of dollars set 
out in some sort of unidentified ac-
count that tells you we are going to 
spend this money, we will let you know 
how. 

I am sure my beloved wife, whom I 
love dearly, would love to have that 
deal; and I am sure there are a lot of 
other people who would love to have 
that deal. Here is the pot of money; I 
will let you know how I am going to 
spend it later, but I am going to spend 
it. 

In this particular process, it is going 
to be done behind a closed door. And 
behind that closed door, and the Mem-
bers of Congress, who by the way in 
this Republic were sent here to do just 
what we are doing here today, examine 
this spending in detail, we were sent 
here to take a look at this spending on 
the earmark process. But we are being 
excluded. And if we have an objection 
that we think is offensive to America, 
we should be able to have a process to 
stop that. 

But when you ‘‘air drop,’’ as has been 
described, secretly drop into a con-
ference committee the earmark process 
determined by one or more small 
groups of people without the 435 Mem-
bers of Congress looking at it, too, I 
don’t think that is any sunlight at all. 
That seems to be a dark, dark room 
where legislation is taking place. And 
it will only be exposed when you get a 
‘‘take it or leave it’’ proposition back 
on the floor of the House. Take it or 
leave it. You can’t amend it; you can’t 
deal with it. Take it or leave it. 

Really, we are showing what it 
means to put sunlight on a procedure. 
We are going to try to continue to put 
sunlight on this procedure because the 
American people have raised the issue 
to us at the polling place that we spend 
too much money. So let’s let them see 
how we spend it. 

I commend those who have examined 
this bill in detail and are willing to 
come in and make such delicate sur-
gical cuts so as to say, this guy doesn’t 
deserve an extra $79,000. You know, 
that is the kind of thing that is going 
to save this Republic. If we can just get 
the earmark process to be done out in 
the open, in the sunlight for all of us to 
see, it would be a better process. 

Mr. MCHENRY. Mr. Speaker, I move 
to strike the last word. 

I appreciate the opportunity to speak 
before the House, and I appreciate the 
fact that we are taking this amend-
ment up under an open rule which al-
lows for a wide-ranging debate on the 
important issues of the day. 

Now, this amendment is very simple. 
It saves the taxpayers money. It saves 
the taxpayers money, Mr. Chairman, 
and I think that is what is very impor-
tant for us to understand here on this 
House floor. If we do not spend this 
money in the appropriations bill, it 
will reduce our deficit. 

As the chairman of the full com-
mittee said in his speech here on the 
floor a few minutes ago, he believes Re-
publicans are simply filibustering. 
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Well, he is in the wrong Chamber for 
filibustering; it is across the hall in the 
Senate. 

What we are doing here today is 
bringing out the fact that we as Repub-
licans, our side of the aisle, we actually 
want to reduce spending and balance 
the budget. We have had some tough 
times since 2001, since this war began, 
when we were attacked in 2001. But, 
Mr. Chairman, what we have to do is 
understand as a nation, we have to cut 
this deficit and balance this budget and 
start paying down the national debt. 
We have to make sure that we have a 
balanced budget. 

How do we begin that process for a 
balanced budget? It is not by raising 
taxes, which the other side of the aisle 
already proposed and actually adopted 
through their new budget that they put 
in place this new Congress. They made 
it clear that they want to roll back to 
the prior level of taxation, the very 
high level of taxation that we as Amer-
icans faced. 

But what we believe in as conserv-
atives, and on this side of the aisle es-
pecially, is that the way we balance 
the budget is not by raising taxes on 
the American people. We have plenty 
of income coming into the government, 
but we have a spending problem here. 
So with this amendment we are taking 
a small step, a very small step, but a 
step nonetheless, that will help us re-
duce spending. 

The chairman of the full committee 
said they have been very busy spending 
for the Iraq war, the supplemental 
vote. Well, as we well know, within 
that Iraq war funding bill they have 
plenty of pork barrel spending, plenty 
of earmarks. Well, we believe over $20 
billion in earmarks was in that final 
version of the bill. They were too busy 
spending on special interest projects to 
actually put in the details of this legis-
lation so the American people can see 
what kind of pork barrel projects they 
have tucked into the legislation before 
us. 

So first of all, the process is wrong. 
Second, the spending is too high. The 

American people understand that, and 
they want us to do something about it. 
As conservatives, we need to take that 
first step. That first step is offered by 
my colleague from Iowa, Mr. KING, who 
has offered a very reasonable, very sim-
ple, very straightforward amendment 
that is good for the taxpayer and is 
good for Americans. 

We all care about homeland security, 
Mr. Chairman. We believe it is in the 
interest of our government to fund 
homeland security and national de-
fense effectively, but not blindly. Not 
simply because a number is put for-
ward, do we have to accept it. And that 
is what the debate is about here today, 
about whether or not we are simply 
going to accept a high level of spending 
and look the other way while the def-
icit increases, while the American peo-
ple are asked to spend more on govern-
ment through their taxes. 

But we have to take that first step. A 
small step, but a very good, very im-

portant step, nonetheless. I will be 
proud to vote for the King amendment 
when we get that chance here in a few 
minutes. 

Mr. Chairman, I urge my colleagues 
to come forward with a consensus that 
these important spending matters de-
serve an open, honest, fair debate. It is 
not simply about getting it done quick-
ly. We know that legislation takes 
awhile to craft. We should have an 
open debate and allow a real exchange 
of ideas about how to best spend our 
homeland security dollars. 

Mr. Chairman, the American people 
understand that their government 
costs too much. So let’s support my 
colleague, the gentleman from Iowa 
(Mr. KING), his amendment here today, 
that allows us to take a step in the 
right direction. 

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Mr. Chairman, 
I move to strike the last word. 

I want to commend the gentleman 
from Iowa (Mr. KING) for his amend-
ment, drawing attention once again to 
the amount of spending in this and, I 
am certain, in other appropriations 
bills as we go forward. 

I think it is important for the Cham-
ber and for all of those who might be 
watching to appreciate that spending 
is, indeed, the disease that infects 
Washington. It is the disease that 
makes it so that Americans all across 
this Nation no longer trust this Con-
gress to do the right thing when it 
comes to being good stewards of their 
hard-earned taxpayer money. 

In fact, this Congress so far has in-
creased spending, authorization for 
spending, by over $50 billion already. 
And instead of being more responsible 
with the appropriations bills they are 
bringing forward, in fact we find tens 
of billions of dollars in more spending. 

Now, the consequence of that is 
somehow you have to pay for that. 
What we have seen by our friends in 
the majority is adopting a budget that 
will be, if not the largest tax increase 
in the history of the Nation, the second 
largest tax increase, depending on how 
you do the numbers, but hundreds of 
billions of dollars. 

Mr. Chairman, I know we have good 
friends who talk about the new direc-
tion that they brought to Washington, 
given the last election. Mr. Chairman, 
I am here to tell you, that new direc-
tion is backwards, and it is backwards 
to a time of tax and spend that, frank-
ly, the American people don’t favor. 

One of the things the American peo-
ple do favor, however, is sunshine. And 
they favor it for all of the activities 
that we engage in here in Congress, 
sunshine in the processes that we have, 
and sunshine in making sure that votes 
are recorded in committee, sunshine in 
terms of the debate that goes on. And, 
yes, Mr. Chairman, sunshine in terms 
of the money that this Congress 
spends, which is why it is so distressing 
that we have a new policy on behalf of 
the Appropriations Committee and the 
majority that allows for hidden spend-
ing, less transparency, less account-

ability when it comes to something 
that the American people care dearly 
about; and that is earmarks, special 
projects, or ‘‘pork projects,’’ as many 
people know them by back home. 

b 1800 
We have been harping on this because 

it is such a change, such a remarkable 
change in policy and in procedure here 
on the House floor and within the 
House of Representatives. 

And it’s not just our opinion. It’s not 
just our opinion. There are newspapers 
that have provided their opinion all 
across this Nation, that have agreed. 
They have said that the process that’s 
been adopted, which would allow for 
one individual, one individual in this 
Chamber, to determine which special 
projects would be supported and to de-
termine which projects would be in-
cluded in a conference report, not 
brought to the floor in the usual appro-
priations process, not so that my col-
leagues here can stand up and say, I 
don’t think we ought to be spending 
hard-earned taxpayer money on that 
project. In fact, I think I feel so strong-
ly about that that we ought to vote on 
it, and people ought to be held account-
able. 

It’s the kind of vote that when we 
were in the majority we allowed be-
cause it’s an appropriate vote to allow, 
and we even went further in the last 
Congress and adopted a rule that said if 
earmarks, if special projects were put 
in in a conference report, when you 
only get to vote on the overall bill 
itself, you can’t pick out individual 
projects. If they were put in that con-
ference report, then a Member of the 
House on either side of the aisle could 
raise a point of order and say, we ought 
not be taking that up because it vio-
lates the rules of the House, and had an 
opportunity to highlight, to bring a 
specific vote for a specific measure. 

Well, Mr. Chairman, that apparently 
is no longer the case, from what we 
hear by Members in the majority party 
now, and it’s not only our opinion that 
it’s the bad way to do the House’s busi-
ness, it’s the opinion all across this Na-
tion. 

The Wisconsin State Journal re-
cently wrote an editorial and said, with 
this maneuver, it will prevent the pub-
lic and most lawmakers from ques-
tioning earmarks until it’s too late. 
That means you can’t do anything 
about it. 

St. Louis Post-Dispatch said, But in 
a slick maneuver, they will keep them 
hidden from public scrutiny. In a slick 
maneuver, they will keep them hidden 
from public scrutiny. 

Mr. Chairman, that’s not the kind of 
leadership that the American people 
want. That’s not the kind of respon-
sible spending of hard-earned taxpayer 
money that the people want. That’s not 
what they voted for in November. They 
didn’t vote for more hidden rooms. 
They didn’t vote for less scrutiny. 

I urge my colleagues to adopt this 
amendment and to adopt any amend-
ment that decreases spending in this 
appropriations bill. 
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Mrs. BLACKBURN. Mr. Chairman, I 

move to strike the last word. 
Mr. Chairman, you know, it is amaz-

ing that the liberal leadership in the 
House is living up to the moniker of 
the hold-on-to-your-wallet Congress, 
and we see that they can’t even get out 
of paragraph 1, Title I, of the bill with-
out spending more money. 

And I want to commend the gen-
tleman from Iowa for offering his 
amendment. Sounds really simple, 
$79,000, make a reduction of $79,000 in 
spending and make it out of the Office 
of the Secretary and Executive Man-
agement. It’s the right type thing to 
do. 

In my district in Tennessee, people 
don’t like what the Federal Govern-
ment spends, and we are hearing from 
our constituents. They are looking at 
this bill, $36.3 billion, 6 percent more 
than was requested, 13.6 percent more 
than last year. And in the middle of all 
this money, we can’t find a way to fund 
the fence, which is one of the things 
that people want to see, securing our 
southern border? 

Now, my constituents are upset 
about that. They know that this is hy-
pocrisy. They know that people are 
trying to skirt around the edges. They 
have caught on to this secret slush 
fund and going back to the way they 
were and the way things used to be 
done. And quite frankly, Mr. Chairman, 
it’s something that they don’t like, and 
they are hopeful that we are going to 
be down here making certain that we 
put some sunlight on what is taking 
place. 

When you’ve got a group that is so 
addicted to the taxpayer dollar that 
they cannot get out of paragraph 1, 
Title I, of that bill without spending 
more money, you’ve got a problem. 
And my constituents know that that 
problem is not that the taxpayers 
aren’t sending enough money up here. 
My constituents know that the prob-
lem is the Federal Government who 
has a spending problem. They know 
that it is the bureaucracy that has too 
much power over how that money is 
spent, and they know that it is the gov-
ernment that has a ceaseless and insa-
tiable appetite for their hard-earned 
dollars. 

So I commend the gentleman from 
Iowa. I commend him for being diligent 
and reading the language in this appro-
priations bill. I commend him for being 
diligent and making certain that he 
goes through this bill to find ways to 
reduce what would be spent, to cut out 
the waste, to look for areas where it 
can be pulled in and tightened up and 
reductions can be made. 

You know, I know a lot of people in 
this House didn’t like the Deficit Re-
duction Act, when we made a step in 
the right direction, reducing, cutting 
in that 2006 Deficit Reduction Act, cut-
ting more than $40 billion, and poof, it 
all goes away with one stroke of their 
budget pen. Given the opportunity, 
they’re going to spend more, and 
they’re going to hide it and not tell 
you exactly where it is. 

And the issue of earmarks, Mr. Chair-
man, it comes up in nearly every con-
versation that we’re having in our dis-
tricts. Let’s have a way to evaluate 
those earmarks. Our constituents de-
serve to know before that vote takes 
place rather than after that bill comes 
out of conference committee. 

In order to fund all this fun that the 
leadership is having, we face the single 
largest tax increase in American his-
tory. It is certainly, certainly inappro-
priate, and going in here and beginning 
to find places to make cuts, as the gen-
tleman from Iowa has done, is the right 
type way to go. 

If you cannot find $79,000 out of a 
$36.3 billion budget, you’ve got a prob-
lem. If you can’t reduce some out of a 
6 percent increase more than was re-
quested, 13.6 percent more than last 
year, then you’ve got a problem. It is a 
spending problem. It is something that 
needs to be dealt with by the Federal 
Government. 

Mr. HENSARLING. Mr. Chairman, I 
move to strike the last word. 

Mr. Chairman, I’d like to associate 
myself with the comments of the gen-
tlewoman from Tennessee. I, too, ap-
preciate the leadership of the gen-
tleman from Iowa in offering this 
amendment. 

Again, the dollars may be small but 
the principle is large, and frankly, Mr. 
Chairman, I really somewhat object to 
those who somehow suggest that after 
a budget was passed in this institution, 
representing the largest single tax in-
crease in American history, that some-
how amendments to try to save the 
people’s money are somehow dilatory, 
are somehow frivolous, are somehow 
not worthy of debate in this demo-
cratic institution. 

We spent months, months debating 
one spending bill on whether or not to 
support our troops in Iraq, months, and 
now we hear protests from the other 
side, hours into a regular appropria-
tions bill. Somehow after hours we’ve 
grown tired of that particular process. 

Mr. Chairman, I’m worried about this 
largest single tax increase in American 
history and what it means to people in 
my district, the Fifth District of 
Texas, how it impacts their ability to 
send their children to college, how it 
impacts their ability to start a small 
business, how it impacts their ability 
to pay their health care premiums. 
Every opportunity we have to try to 
get some of that money back to them 
is an important use of this body’s time, 
a very important use. 

And so there are several amendments 
that have a very simple proposition be-
hind them, and the simple proposition 
is in this particular Department, can’t 
you level-fund from one year to the 
next year just that group admin-
istering the programs. All over Amer-
ica, after passing this single largest tax 
increase in the history, we’re asking 
American families to somehow do with 
less, and all we’re asking these people 
to do is do with the same amount that 
you had last year. That’s all that we’re 
asking, Mr. Chairman. 

But there are bigger issues involved 
here besides the roughly $2,600, $2,700 
per family in the Fifth District of 
Texas who are going to have to pay 
that single largest tax increase in his-
tory. 

But we look to the future, and we 
know what happens if we don’t take 
the first few steps towards fiscal san-
ity. Already we have been warned by 
the Congressional Budget Office, we’ve 
been warned by the Office of Manage-
ment and Budget, we’ve been warned 
by the Comptroller General what is 
going to happen to this Nation if we 
don’t do something about entitlement 
spending, something that our friends 
on the other side of the aisle refuse to 
engage in. Social Security and Medi-
care, in their budget, there’s nothing 
about that. 

We’ve heard from Federal Reserve 
Chairman Ben Bernanke: Without 
early and meaningful action to address 
the rapid growth in entitlements, the 
U.S. economy could be seriously weak-
ened, with future generations bearing 
much of the cost. Too much expendi-
ture of the people’s money impacts the 
people’s security. 

We’ve heard from Comptroller Gen-
eral Walker: The rising costs of govern-
ment entitlements are a fiscal cancer 
that threatens catastrophic con-
sequences for our country and could 
bankrupt America. 

How are we going to pay for future 
homeland security bills if we don’t 
take the first few steps towards fiscal 
responsibility now? Simply level-fund, 
level-fund, not cut, level-fund the ad-
ministrative function and lead by ex-
ample. Lead by example. 

Mr. Chairman, we haven’t even 
talked about the secret earmark slush 
fund yet, which, again, I don’t under-
stand. I would think if there was any 
party who would heed the lessons well 
of the last election, it would be the 
party that has become the majority 
party. They know the people are out-
raged at earmarks, at the process, and 
so instead of taking this forward, the 
new majority is taking us backwards. 

Now, Mr. Chairman, I don’t want to 
necessarily personalize debate, so I will 
paraphrase here, but recently the Wis-
consin State Journal, and I paraphrase, 
said the Democrats are now dodging 
the very reforms they helped to gen-
erate, and that with this new secret 
slush fund, and I paraphrase once 
again, it would prevent lawmakers 
from questioning earmarks. 

Mr. PENCE. Mr. Chairman, I move to 
strike the last word. 

Mr. Chairman, I rise in support of the 
King amendment, and I’m grateful for 
the opportunity to call for this appar-
ently Draconian cut in the Office of the 
Chief of Staff of the Department of 
Homeland Security. 

Mr. Chairman, I come to the floor 
today in the context of having, like 
you, served in the Congress before Sep-
tember 11 and before there was a De-
partment of Homeland Security. And 
I’ll never forget in the hurried mo-
ments that would follow 9/11 how we 
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dealt with the immediate issues, fund-
ing, reconstruction and recovery ef-
forts in New York and at the Pentagon, 
how we put together to the best of our 
ability transportation security for our 
country. 

But I will never forget coming to this 
floor and feeling a great and ominous 
sense of foreboding as we created a De-
partment of Homeland Security. I 
couldn’t help but feel then that we 
might be unleashing, however well-in-
tended, on the American taxpayers a 
behemoth of a new bureaucracy that 
we would someday find ourselves argu-
ing over on this floor in the way we 
argue over every other bureaucracy. 

But it was not meant to be the case. 
To be candid with you, Mr. Chairman, 
I thought this day might come decades 
from now, when the bureaucratic in-
stinct would overtake even the wisdom 
and the clarity that would be derived 
on September 11, that made us focus a 
new department on the specific purpose 
of protecting our people from a real 
and present threat of terrorism. 

And yet as I look at the watch, it is 
less than half a decade from that hor-
rific day, and here we are with the 
party in the majority opposed to keep-
ing bureaucratic and administrative 
staff funding levels at their previous 
year. It’s really extraordinary to me; 
$8.8 trillion of national debt, and the 
majority comes to the floor of this 
Chamber with a 13.6 percent increase in 
the Department of Homeland Security. 
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The current budget, $31.9 billion, the 
proposed budget, $36.2 billion, more 
than 50 percent larger, or is $2 billion 
larger than the President’s request. It’s 
astonishing to me. I just have to won-
der, as the American people look in on 
this issue, if they aren’t just scratch-
ing their heads just the same. 

But here we are, having these typical 
and predictable arguments on the floor 
of the Congress about bureaucracy and 
levels of bureaucracy when we are talk-
ing about homeland security. We are 
also doing it very much without, as 
most of my colleagues have said, with-
out the daylight and the sunshine and 
the accountability of knowing what 
will ultimately be in this legislation. 

I mean, it is extraordinary to me 
that a Democrat Congress seems so op-
posed to practicing democracy on the 
floor of the House of Representatives. 
To bring a bill to the floor of this Con-
gress with the promise that Member 
projects, so-called ‘‘earmark projects,’’ 
will be added long after we have had 
the opportunity to challenge them. 

The Democratic process on this floor 
is breathtaking to me. Again, it be-
speaks of the embrace of a bureau-
cratic, big-government attitude even 
where our own homeland security is in-
volved. 

We ought, rather, in this process, to 
know what Members have requested 
what projects, and we ought to be hav-
ing a thoughtful and focused discussion 
on this floor and calling votes one after 

another on those individual projects to 
decide what will keep our cities and 
our people and our families and our 
children safe. We ought to be having 
that discussion in the context of a full 
and open debate. 

But, instead, we are told that we 
don’t have time to do that. We are told 
the public will be made aware of these 
projects some day in the future. 

That’s not democracy, that’s not the 
process. 

Mr. WEINER. Mr. Chairman, I move 
to strike the last word. 

Mr. Chairman, I rise today, first of 
all, to express my gratitude to the 
chairman for crafting a bill which tries 
to do what we want to do, which is to 
take seriously the admonition by 
former Department of Homeland Secu-
rity Secretary Tom Ridge that home-
land security starts in our hometowns, 
and tried to officially get homeland se-
curity funds to our neighborhoods. 

Congressman CANTOR and I were 
going to be offering an amendment on 
the floor to address a program that has 
been funded in the last couple of years, 
albeit inefficiently, by the Department 
of Homeland Security, to deal with the 
problem that local neighborhood non-
profit organizations, churches, syna-
gogues, civic institutions, are being 
visited by local law enforcement all 
the time saying, here are the things 
you need to do to make your institu-
tion more hardened for the challenge of 
homeland security. 

Yet, with all the things they are 
being told to do, unlike a business that 
can pass along its expenses to stock-
holders, or unlike a government entity 
that can raise taxes or make choices on 
what they want to allocate, these non-
profit organizations really have no way 
to find the funds for things like secu-
rity cameras, for emergency escape 
hatches, for communication devices 
within their facilities. 

The nonprofit Homeland Security 
grants have done that. They have done 
it in a relatively efficient way. You 
haven’t read the stories about great 
waste because they are relatively small 
amounts of money to pay for the 
things like I described. 

This section of the bill, the adminis-
trative section, was where we thought 
maybe we could take some of the 
money to allocate for the nonprofit 
grants. The other body, an earmark, is 
going to take $20 million and allocate 
it for that purpose. It’s only a $25 mil-
lion program that we have allocated 
for the past couple of Congresses. I 
think that, frankly, the knowledge 
that this is going to be worked out in 
conference is comforting. 

But we need to realize that one of the 
things we need to do, and frankly, it’s 
a program that has been administered 
in a remarkably democratic, with a 
small D, way. It has been distributed to 
small towns, big cities, nonprofit orga-
nizations. They get visited by local law 
enforcement: These are the things you 
do to become more safe. They have 
gone out and done it. They have made 

applications to the States that have 
then funded these programs as they see 
fit. 

We are not going to be offering the 
amendment, although I am grateful for 
the bipartisan work that we have done 
on this. I would like to ask the chair-
man, as this moves forward to com-
mittee, in the interest of time in mov-
ing the program forward, I just want to 
make sure that you are mindful of our 
concerns about making sure that these 
nonprofit grants continue to see the 
light of the day. 

I yield to the chairman. 
Mr. PRICE of North Carolina. I 

thank the gentleman for yielding and 
for his strong advocacy for these non-
profit security grants. I, too, have con-
stituencies concerned about these 
grants, about their continued avail-
ability, and have convincing testimony 
as to the importance of this resource. 

We did not have a specified account 
in our bill, but I am aware that the 
Senate does, and we will be going to 
conference. I am glad to assure the 
gentleman that we will have an open 
mind about dealing with this in con-
ference. I appreciate that he is not of-
fering the amendment tonight, but we 
will be very, very happy to work with 
him going forward. 

Mr. WEINER. If I could reclaim my 
time, I would express my gratitude to 
the chairman and also to the gen-
tleman from Virginia (Mr. CANTOR) 
who has been so helpful with this. 

Mr. PUTNAM. Mr. Chairman, I move 
to strike the last word. 

Mr. Chairman, I thank the sponsor of 
this amendment. 

This is a defining moment, an illus-
trative debate about priorities for this 
Nation. To set the stage for this de-
bate, we have to look at the original 
blueprint for the Nation’s spending 
that the Democratic Congress has pro-
duced for the American people. 

That blueprint sets the priorities for 
our Nation, and that blueprint includes 
the second largest tax increase in 
American history, second only to the 
tax increase that was proposed the last 
time the Democrats controlled the 
Congress. So the revenues that are 
being counted upon to be spent in these 
appropriations bills come from in-
creased burdens on the American tax-
payer. 

The other interesting thing about 
that defining document, that budget of 
the new Democratic majority, is that 
it includes provisions that would make 
Enron accountants blush, because it 
funds priorities like the farm bill and 
other major authorization measures 
and other reforms. It funds those with 
these IOU accounts called ‘‘reserve 
funds,’’ but there’s nothing actually in 
the reserve funds. 

So this document raises taxes, spends 
all that money. Then, that’s not 
enough, so they include these phony re-
serve funds to spend even more. 

As we enter the appropriations proc-
ess to actually get down to the nuts 
and bolts of spending and allocating 
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those dollars to the various programs, 
we also see explosive growth in the 
amount of money that they are spend-
ing and, again, to borrow from the ac-
counting model that was Enron, more 
slush funds, more secret slush funds, 
stepping away from the important re-
forms that were passed in the last Con-
gress that shed light on the process 
whereby Members could direct appro-
priations. 

But under the process in the last 
Congress, it was open to public scru-
tiny, it was transparent to the press 
and to the public eye; and a point of 
order could be brought to this House 
floor if there was not disclosure and if 
it were air dropped in the moonlight of 
a conference. 

All that’s gone. All those reforms 
have been swept away by the new ma-
jority and replaced by a system where-
by one person, one individual, will be 
the sole arbiter of what is or is it not 
appropriate public spending, relegating 
the other 434 Members of the House of 
Representatives to a state about as 
useful as an appendix. 

One individual has deemed himself 
the sole determinant of where hard- 
earned Federal dollars will be spent, 
and that will be done at the last pos-
sible moment in the earliest possible 
hour of the wee hours of the morning 
without the press, without the public, 
without the taxpayers’ involvement. 

That is not acceptable. 
Today’s debate marks the beginning 

of an appropriations season where the 
Republicans will insist on trans-
parency, insist on full disclosure, and 
insist on maximizing value for Amer-
ica’s hard-earned dollars and how they 
are spent in this Federal Government. 
It may be $79,000 at a time, as this 
amendment is; it may be into the mil-
lions or the tens of millions or the hun-
dreds of millions. 

But we will not tolerate having a $2.7 
trillion budget rammed down our 
throats without disclosure, without de-
bate, without consideration. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman’s 
time has expired. 

(By unanimous consent, Mr. PUTNAM 
was allowed to proceed for 1 additional 
minute.) 

Mr. PUTNAM. It will not be done 
without appropriate deliberation, and 
these Members are here to ensure that 
every American tax dollar is spent as 
wisely as humanly possible. We will 
not accept the largest tax increase in 
American history without a fight, and 
the ruination that it will do to this 
economy. 

It is important that we review each 
and every one of these issues, that we 
consider them thoughtfully, and that 
we consider each and every one of these 
amendments that these individually 
elected Members of both parties have 
brought to this floor to work through 
the democratic process. 

That’s how this institution was in-
tended to run. That’s how we will insist 
on its being run, and we will do so in a 
way that brings credit to this institu-

tion and not one that forces hundreds 
of millions of dollars. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on 
the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Iowa (Mr. KING). 

The question was taken; and the 
Chairman announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it. 

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Mr. Chairman, 
I demand a recorded vote. 

The CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to clause 
6 of rule XVIII, further proceedings on 
the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Iowa will be postponed. 

AMENDMENT OFFERED BY MR. LAMBORN 
Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Chairman, I offer 

an amendment. 
The Clerk read as follows: 
Amendment offered by Mr. LAMBORN: 
In title I, under the heading ‘‘Office of the 

Secretary and Executive Management’’, 
after the first dollar amount insert ‘‘(re-
duced by $300,000)’’. 

Mr. LAMBORN. Mr. Chairman, this 
would reduce by $300,000 the money ap-
propriated by the Office of Secretary 
and Executive Management. 

Instead of $6.3 million, it would be $6 
million, and this would be in accord-
ance with last year’s spending. This ap-
propriations bill in its entirety would 
increase spending for homeland secu-
rity by more than $2 billion; that’s 
more than what the President re-
quested, and it will increase spending 
by more than $4.2 billion over the fiscal 
year 2007 Homeland Security appro-
priations bill. 

We should show restraint by reducing 
the amount that the Federal Govern-
ment spends, rather than increasing 
the amount. It is simply not prudent. 

We are at a time when the Federal 
Government faces an $8.8 trillion na-
tional debt. It’s important, and this is 
a step in the right direction. Just as 
the last amendment saved us some 
hard-earned taxpayer dollars, this 
would save hard-earned taxpayer dol-
lars as well. 

So we can be fiscally disciplined and 
reduce the deficit if this money is not 
spent elsewhere. Increasing the size of 
government or the amount of bureauc-
racy, as this bill would otherwise do, is 
not going to help in this reduction ef-
fort. 

I look forward to the debate on this 
amendment. I hope it’s as productive 
and successful as the debate on the last 
amendment. 

Now, by reducing the Office of Public 
Affairs in the Office of the Secretary 
and Executive Management account to 
the fiscal year 2007 level, that is a 
$300,000 increase, or a 5 percent in-
crease over the amount of last year’s 
budget. 
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That’s more than the rate of infla-
tion. So this amendment would be the 
first step of many necessary steps in 
forcing fiscal discipline and sanity 
upon the Federal Government. 

Now, this is part and parcel of a larg-
er issue, Mr. Chairman, that’s very 
concerning to many of us on this side 

of the aisle. We have an earmark proc-
ess that is not subject to sunshine, not 
subject to sunlight. It is said that sun-
light is the best disinfectant. And I’m 
disturbed. 

You know, I’m a freshman coming in 
here, Mr. Chairman, and I expected the 
better of Congress. I thought that we 
would have the opportunity to debate 
earmarks, and I’m very, I’m deeply dis-
turbed about that because apparently 
we’re starting down a road of appro-
priations bills where the earmarks are 
going to be saved for the conference 
committee. 

By the way, that’ll be in August 
when we’re going to be in recess. We’re 
not even going to be here. And appar-
ently there’s going to be a list printed, 
and you get the bill out of conference 
committee, and you’re just going to 
have to take it or leave it. That’s not 
what I expected when I came here to 
Congress, Mr. Chairman. I expected 
better than that. And I’m sorry that 
we’re going down this road. I hope that 
it can be changed at the last minute, 
and course can be reversed. 

The bills that are just scheduled this 
week would increase spending by $20 
billion over last year. Twenty billion 
dollars is significant, Mr. Chairman, 
and this is one of the four bills that 
would contribute to that $20 billion in-
crease. 

I’m also disturbed, Mr. Chairman, 
I’ve heard some reasons thrown around 
why this might be happening. I can 
only speculate, but what I’ve heard is 
that, for one thing, the Appropriations 
Committee was just too busy to look at 
the many, many, many earmarks that 
were requested of it. However, that rea-
son doesn’t really hold water, I don’t 
think, because we just frittered away 3 
months going through the Iraq war 
supplemental process, and ended up 
where many of us said it should have 
started out in the first place, and 
would have ended up and started out 
that way if we had just applied a little 
common sense at the beginning, and we 
would have saved those 3 months, and 
maybe we would have had time for the 
Appropriations Committee to look at 
some of these earmarks. 

I’ve also heard it said, Mr. Chairman, 
that for those Members who vote 
against this bill, you know, they can 
pretty much write off any chance of 
getting an earmark. And I’m not plan-
ning on offering any myself. That’s 
probably good. And I’m planning on 
voting against this bill from every-
thing I know about it so far. But I just 
think that that kind of retaliation is 
beneath the dignity of the People’s 
Body, and I think that, once again, 
that’s something I as a freshman am 
coming in and seeing for the first time, 
and I’m deeply disappointed by it. 

Mr. PRICE of North Carolina. Mr. 
Chairman, for the reasons I explained 
earlier, we accept the amendment. 

Mr. FLAKE. Mr. Chairman, I move to 
strike the last word. 

Mr. Chairman, I rise again in support 
of the amendment. Again, we’re being 
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asked to approve a bill that increases 
spending over the President’s request 
by more than $2 billion. 

The majority party wisely, I believe, 
in the report accompanying this bill, 
explained that there are several mis-
uses in spending; that there is money 
that is being misspent. How in the 
world can we, then, appropriate $2 bil-
lion more than was requested by the 
administration? 

If we believe in fiscal discipline, we 
should act like it, and we simply can’t 
afford to spend this much more money. 

I would also, again, talk about the 
earmark process. It seems to me that if 
we have a transparent process, or we 
require Members to actually put their 
names next to earmarks and to indi-
cate the entity that the earmark goes 
to, that that ought to mean something, 
that we should be able to do something 
with that information. 

Last summer, during the appropria-
tion process, I offered I believe it was 
39 earmark amendments, and I got beat 
on every one of them. I was beat like a 
rented mule. I never got more than, I 
think, 90 votes, and most times under 
50 for those that we called a roll call 
on. It was because of the process of log 
rolling. I’ll vote against your earmark 
or amendment if you’ll vote against 
the others. And so it goes. 

But we never had the luxury of actu-
ally knowing whose earmark that was. 
Sometimes, when the earmark was 
questioned on the floor, the author of 
the earmark would come to the floor 
and defend it. Sometimes they 
wouldn’t. Sometimes we’d have the de-
bate. We’d have a vote, roll call vote 
even, and we still had no idea who re-
quested that earmark or what entity it 
really went to, because the language 
was very vague in the bill or the com-
mittee report. 

Now we actually have that informa-
tion. We would have a different dy-
namic. If you came to the floor and 
said, I’m going to strike funding for 
this amendment, or, I’m sorry, for this 
earmark, because it goes to a project 
that is duplicative, it’s wasteful, and 
besides, it goes to a project that maybe 
this Member is a little too close to, 
maybe that Member is getting cam-
paign contributions that are linked to 
that earmark. Those are things that 
you can find out if you actually have 
the information. 

That information now sits at the Ap-
propriations Committee. More than 
30,000 request letters sit there right 
now, and we have no access to them, 
nor will we. We’ll only have access to 
those few who are approved by a very 
few Members. And then we have the 
luxury of actually writing a letter and 
asking about the project and having 
the Member supposedly respond. 

But then to what effect? We can take 
no vote on it. It’s all an academic exer-
cise because we’ll have one vote, up or 
down, on the bill and no ability to strip 
the earmark. So this process is simply 
wrong. 

It’s been said that the majority is 
backsliding on commitments made on 

earmarks. We’ve seen that, unfortu-
nately. I was pleased to see the reforms 
that happened in January. I have said 
more than once I think there were 
more effective reforms, more com-
prehensive than we did as the majority 
party last year. 

The problem is your rules are only as 
good as your willingness to enforce 
them or use them, and that’s where 
we’ve fallen down. That’s where we’re 
not only backsliding, but I would sub-
mit we’re actually cutting and running 
the other direction. And unfortunately, 
a process in which you have some 
transparency but no accountability is 
an unacceptable process. 

Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of Cali-
fornia. Mr. Chairman, I move to strike 
the requisite number of words. 

Mr. Chairman, 28 years ago I first 
took to this floor as a newly elected 
Member of Congress from the State of 
California. At that time we were spend-
ing more than we were taking in. 

At that time I was one of those who 
joined others, oftentimes, in voting 
against appropriation bills because we 
were not taking seriously enough the 
direction of the people that we rep-
resented to, yes, spend money where 
necessary, but get our financial house 
in order. 

During those first 10 years I served in 
this House, many times I was on the 
short end of spending votes. I recall 
during the 8 years of Ronald Reagan 
supporting him oftentimes on vetoes. 
And we managed to bring some of the 
spending down that was presented to 
him on occasion, but we still didn’t do 
a good enough job. 

I left this House for 16 years, and 
when I returned, I thought maybe we 
would see another day. Well, I was dou-
bly disappointed because my party, 
then being in power, was not doing that 
which I thought was necessary, again, 
to bring our financial house in order. 

And as much as I worked hard to en-
sure that my party would retain the 
majority status in both Houses, the 
people spoke otherwise. And I thought 
maybe this would give us an oppor-
tunity to finally get our fiscal house in 
order, because I had watched as we had 
dropped the banner of fiscal responsi-
bility. I had watched, during the elec-
tion, my friends on the other side of 
the aisle picking it up and suggesting 
that if they were put in charge, they 
would do what we had promised to do 
in the past. 

And alas, I thought that we had some 
suggestion that that might be the case 
as the majority party took over and, in 
adopting the rules, took the rules that 
we had on some reform of earmarks 
and actually built upon them, sug-
gesting to all of us and to the public at 
large that we would, in fact, be more 
transparent; that we would, in fact, be 
more accountable; that we would, in 
fact, have greater responsibility for all 
Members individually, and in this 
body, collectively. 

And then I look at the very first bill 
that is presented here for this fiscal 

year from the Appropriations Com-
mittee, and I must register deep dis-
appointment. In the first instance, this 
is an important bill, the appropriations 
for Homeland Security. There is prob-
ably no other appropriation bill that is 
more worthy of consideration, except 
perhaps the DOD, because, fundamen-
tally, we are responsible for providing 
the security of the people who send us 
here. 

And yet, while the people tell us that 
is what they want us to do, they also 
suggest that we need to get our fiscal 
house in order. 

So how do we balance that? It seems 
to me we have to be honest with our-
selves. If we get rid of all waste, fraud 
and abuse, we still won’t get our fiscal 
house in order. 

We have to have the courage to look 
at important bills such as this bill and 
say, are we spending wisely? Is every 
dollar spent here necessary? Do we 
need to have a 13.6 increase over non-
emergency appropriations from the 
previous fiscal year? 

And I would suggest that unless we 
look carefully at bills such as these, 
which are the most important bills 
that we have before us, we will never 
do the people’s work appropriately. 

And I’d just ask, how is it that we 
say we are going to be more faithful to 
our commitment to the people, to give 
them a sense of responsibility, when we 
are told that we won’t know what ear-
marks there are when we vote on the 
bill because they won’t be there then, 
but they will somehow be dropped in in 
the conference report? I don’t under-
stand how that increases transparency. 

Now, I was just a lowly English 
major, and so I’m burdened by looking 
at the dictionary. And transparency 
means that you see better; that you see 
through things; that it is more obvious 
to you, not obscured. And for the life of 
me, I can’t understand, if I’m denied 
the list of appropriations that are 
going to be put into that bill at the 
time I’m voting for it, how that fits the 
simple dictionary definition of trans-
parency. Perhaps I can be aided by the 
other side to explain this to me, be-
cause I cannot understand it. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman’s 
time has expired. 

Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of Cali-
fornia. Mr. Chairman, I ask unanimous 
consent for 1 additional minute. 

Mr. FILNER. Mr. Chairman, I object. 
The CHAIRMAN. Objection is heard. 
Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Mr. Chair-

man, I move to strike the requisite 
number of words. 

I yield to the gentleman from Cali-
fornia. 

Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of Cali-
fornia. I thank the gentleman for yield-
ing. 

And I’m sorry some thought that 
after we spent 120 days getting to a sin-
gle bill on spending for our troops, and 
after we spent Monday voting on im-
portant things such as changing the 
U.S. Code to recommend that people 
fly their flag on Father’s Day, that 
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someone thinks allowing me to speak 
an extra minute is somehow offensive. 
I’m sorry that that is the kind of cour-
tesy that is missing on this floor. 

I thank the gentleman for yielding. 
And I would just like to conclude by 
saying this. If we truly want to get our 
house in order, Democrats and Repub-
licans alike, we have to understand 
that it is when we’re dealing precisely 
with those things that are most impor-
tant that we find the courage to make 
sure that every dollar is spent wisely 
so that we can then move on to things 
such as waste, fraud and abuse. But un-
less we have the guts to do this, we’re 
never going to get our fiscal house in 
order. 

I rise in support of the gentleman’s 
amendment. I support the idea of fund-
ing the Department of Homeland Secu-
rity appropriately, but question wheth-
er a 13.6 percent increase over non-
emergency appropriations in the pre-
vious fiscal year shows either that we 
have exercised that proper authority 
with respect to spending, and whether 
or not we have been discreet enough in 
our decisions. 

And I thank the gentleman for yield-
ing. 

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Reclaim-
ing my time, and I would like to ask 
the gentleman a question, or ask his 
comment. 

At the end of the bill, in the general 
provisions, I’ll be offering an amend-
ment to cut, across the board, 5.7 per-
cent of the entire bill, across the board. 

b 1845 

Even with that so-called ‘‘cut’’ in the 
increase, it will still be a 7.1 percent in-
crease over current spending, taking 
the budget request that came to us 
from OMB. 

Would the gentleman feel compelled 
to support that type of an approach? 

Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of Cali-
fornia. I would feel compelled to sup-
port that type of approach. 

And, Mr. Chairman, if the gentleman 
is criticized at that time for having a 
cut through his amendment, I would 
suggest that those of us who want to 
lose weight should follow that kind of 
argument. Because we could say, in-
stead of gaining 50 pounds, we only 
gained 30 pounds, and, therefore, we 
managed to lose weight. 

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Well, at 
the end of the bill, Mr. Chairman, I 
can’t do it now and I would like to 
have done it at the outset of the de-
bate, under our rules, it can only be of-
fered at the end of the discussion. But 
at the end of the bill I will be asking 
Members of this body to reduce the in-
crease for homeland security from its 
16 percent level to 7.1 percent, which is 
the President’s request; and, number 
two, thereby avoiding a veto. 

I desperately want this body to pass 
a responsible funding level for the De-
partment of Homeland Security and 
not have it vetoed. There is a veto 
threat there. If you want to prolong 
this agony over the bill, we need to 

pass a responsible funding level for the 
Department, which I think the Presi-
dent’s proposal is responsible and even 
generous. But this Department, like all 
other departments in the government, 
is still subject to fiscal responsibility. 

I am for a strong homeland defense, 
like all the rest of you, and for a num-
ber of years I chaired this sub-
committee and I think we have done a 
good job of holding spending in line. 
But this increase is not needed. It is 
wasteful and it must be controlled. And 
the overall cutting amendment that I 
will offer at the end of the debate will 
be the responsible way to do it. And I 
would hope the gentleman and all of 
his colleagues in the body would sup-
port that when the time comes 

Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of Cali-
fornia. If the gentleman would yield, I 
will be proud to vote for your amend-
ment to have a 7.1 percent increase, 
which, as I understand, is more than 
double the rate of inflation over the 
previous year. 

Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. The gen-
tleman is correct. 

Mr. DANIEL E. LUNGREN of Cali-
fornia. Mr. Chairman, I thank the gen-
tleman for yielding. 

Mr. HENSARLING. Mr. Chairman, I 
move to strike the last word. 

Mr. Chairman, I want to thank the 
gentleman from Colorado for offering 
this amendment, and I want to thank 
him for his leadership in this body, par-
ticularly on matters of fiscal responsi-
bility. And I know his district is proud 
to have him as their Representative. 

Mr. Chairman, this is a very serious 
matter that we discuss this evening. 
Like many Members of Congress, I 
commute. I work in Washington, but I 
live back in my district. And I have 
two small children that happen to be 
visiting this particular week, and I 
think about threats to my children and 
I know the threat of radical Islam. It is 
one of the most serious threats that 
they face. So I take the debate on this 
bill on homeland security very seri-
ously. 

But, Mr. Chairman, I see other 
threats to my children’s future and my 
Nation’s future. And another threat I 
see is a Federal budget that has grown 
beyond the ability of the family budget 
to pay for it. And, Mr. Chairman, I am 
afraid if I look at a bill that calls for 
roughly a 14 percent increase from one 
year to the next, almost twice the level 
of what the President requested, I 
question what this is going to do to the 
future of my children and the future of 
my country. 

Because don’t take my word for it, 
Mr. Chairman; look again at what the 
Congressional Budget Office has told 
us, the Office of Management and 
Budget, the Secretary of Treasury, the 
Federal Reserve, both conservative and 
liberal think tanks. They have told us 
that the present spending patterns that 
we have, if we don’t begin to change 
the way we spend the people’s money, 
if we don’t reform out-of-control enti-
tlement spending, the next generation 

will face one of two perils. Either, 
number one, we will actually see their 
taxes doubled, just to sustain this rate 
of growth in spending, their taxes will 
be doubled; otherwise, we will have a 
Federal Government that consists of 
little more than Medicaid and Medi-
care and Social Security. 

I mean, Mr. Chairman, that is what 
is almost ironic about this debate; that 
as we talk about plussing up this ac-
count by 14 percent, if we don’t change 
the way we spend the people’s money, 
there won’t even be a Department of 
Homeland Security for the next gen-
eration. So, again, what we are doing 
here in this bill is, we are kicking the 
can down the road, I fear. 

And as I look at how money is spent, 
it reminds me, it is not always how 
much money you spend. It is how you 
spend the money. And I don’t know if 
it is the President’s fault, Democrats’ 
fault, Republicans’ fault, everyone’s 
fault, nobody’s fault. But when I see 
the Department of Homeland Security 
money somehow ending up helping 
fund lawn mower races, as the gen-
tleman from Arizona brought to our at-
tention, fund puppet shows, how is that 
a critical mission within the Depart-
ment of Homeland Security? That is 
beyond me. That is beyond me. 

So I think we have to look very care-
fully at how the money is spent. And I 
am afraid that throwing this much 
money at this situation is just going to 
exacerbate this kind of spending. 

Now, in my home district, I am very 
happy when every volunteer fire de-
partment in every small community in 
my district gets a new pumper truck. I 
am happy to announce that. I wonder, 
though, with the challenges we face for 
the next generation if it is really mis-
sion critical. 

And I am very concerned, as the gen-
tleman from Arizona has spoken, as 
many others have risen on the floor 
today, about what is happening in the 
earmark process. Again, it is not so 
much always how much money you 
spend; it is how you spend the people’s 
money. 

So the new majority that promised 
us earmark reform is now telling us 
that they are going to do something 
completely opposite. They are going to 
take away the ability for Members, 
Members who are on the floor today, 
with the exception of one, I suppose, to 
offer amendments to strike these ear-
marks to get at spending perhaps like 
the lawn mower races. This is moving 
in the complete opposite direction of 
what the majority promised when they 
took office. 

The American people will not stand 
idly by. 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Chairman, I move to 
strike the last word. 

Mr. Chairman, I was just back in the 
cloakroom getting a little bit of the 
news of the outside world. And the out-
side world is focusing on what we are 
doing here. 

There was a long segment on Fox 
News about the issue that we are dis-
cussing here today. And they actually 
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did a fairly good job of characterizing 
what is happening here. They talked 
about the fact that, as a result of a lot 
of discussion about the plans by the 
majority to take away our opportuni-
ties to have transparency in the ear-
mark process, one person is going to be 
making those decisions as to whether 
or not the earmarks are right. We are 
not going to be able to vote on them. 

They said, I think very correctly, 
that that is not what the American 
people were promised last year. And 
one of them, not known as a flaming 
conservative, I have to say, said what 
the American people wanted was max-
imum scrutiny and maximum sunshine 
on the process. 

And I again want to bring some 
quotes to our discussion to remind peo-
ple of some of the things that were 
promised. The Speaker of the House 
said last December, ‘‘We will bring 
transparency and openness to the budg-
et process and to the use of earmarks, 
and we will give the American people 
the leadership they deserve.’’ 

Well, I don’t think the American peo-
ple deserve what they are being given 
by the majority party. I call it the 
‘‘house of hypocrisy’’ and an ‘‘attitude 
of arrogance.’’ The attitude of arro-
gance is so pervasive on the other side 
that it has become something that 
even the press is talking about. We 
don’t normally get that kind of cov-
erage on what is happening here in the 
kind of detail that they are coming out 
with, and I think it is good for the 
American people. 

Another quote by the majority lead-
er: ‘‘We are going to adopt rules that 
make the system of legislation trans-
parent so that we don’t legislate in the 
dark of night . . . We need to have ear-
marks subject to more debate. That’s 
what debate and public awareness is all 
about. Democracy works if people 
know what’s going on.’’ 

Earlier this evening the chairman of 
the Appropriations Committee accused 
us of simply wanting to slow down the 
process by our bringing up amend-
ments and raising the issues about 
what this bill does. And yet his own 
leader says, ‘‘Democracy works if peo-
ple know what’s going on.’’ 

But the majority party wants to keep 
the people from knowing what’s going 
on. They have an attitude of arrogance. 
They know best. The people don’t know 
best. Our side of the aisle doesn’t know 
best. Only one or two people know best 
in here. 

Some other Members, some of the 
freshman Members actually, who were 
elected last year on the basis of open-
ness in government and reform in gov-
ernment, the gentleman from New 
York: ‘‘Mr. Chairman, we have a re-
sponsibility to the American people to 
spend their hard-earned tax dollars in a 
fiscally responsible way.’’ 

Some of my colleagues have just out-
lined the deficit problem that we have 
and how pretty soon almost all the 
Federal dollars are going to be spent on 
Medicare, Social Security, and Med-

icaid, with nothing left. We are spend-
ing ourselves into a terrible deficit sit-
uation. 

Another freshman, this time from 
Florida: ‘‘Congress will not reestablish 
its credibility and trust with the Amer-
ican people until accountability and 
oversight is established in Wash-
ington.’’ A grammatical error there, 
but that is the quote. 

That is what the American people 
want. That is what they were promised 
last fall. They are not getting it. 

Ms. GIFFORDS. Mr. Chairman, I 
move to strike the last word. 

Mr. Chairman, I intended to offer a 
clarifying amendment to the under-
lying bill. As currently constituted, 
funding is appropriated for Customs 
and Border Patrol to construct, ren-
ovate, equip, and maintain buildings 
and facilities necessary for enforcing 
our immigration laws. 

My amendment would have added the 
word ‘‘structures’’ in addition to facili-
ties and buildings. This minor change 
would have made it clear that the Cus-
toms and Border Patrol can focus on 
the physical infrastructure needs of 
our border security apparatus with the 
funds appropriated by this bill. 

Securing our borders, as we know, re-
quires a multifaceted approach. We 
need to do more than just maintain fa-
cilities and buildings. We need to build 
fences. We need to deploy sensors, and 
we need to take advantage of all the 
advanced technology and equipment 
that is being developed right now. 

Currently, the Tucson sector that I 
represent has more apprehensions than 
all other sections of the border com-
bined. Every single day our Border Pa-
trol apprehends, on average, about 2,000 
individuals and over 2,500 pounds of 
drugs. 

b 1900 

This is the most porous part of the 
U.S.-Mexico border. 

While most illegal immigrants come 
here to look for work and opportuni-
ties, approximately 10 percent are in-
volved in criminal activities. So, bor-
der security must be strengthened, and 
all options for accomplishing this must 
be on the table. 

Nationally, the Border Patrol arrests 
about 1 million illegal immigrants an-
nually, seizes about a million pounds of 
marijuana and 15 to 20 tons of cocaine. 
Smugglers’ methods, routes and modes 
of transportation are potential 
vulnerabilities that can be exploited by 
terrorists attempting to bring weapons 
into our Nation. The Border Patrol 
must be allowed to deploy and sustain 
an appropriate mix of personnel, equip-
ment, technology and border infra-
structure in order to protect our Na-
tion. 

As Congress moves forward in this 
process, I urge my colleagues to allow 
the Customs and Border Patrol to take 
the necessary steps in order to secure 
our border and to secure our citizens. 
This would expand the opportunity for 
Customs and Border Patrol to secure 

our Nation and protect our commu-
nities. 

Mr. SHADEGG. Mr. Chairman, I 
move to strike the requisite number of 
words. 

I rise in strong support of the amend-
ment from my colleague from Colo-
rado. I think it is important that we 
remind those participating in this de-
bate what that amendment would do. 
That amendment would strike a grand 
total of $300,000 from the public affairs 
budget of the Department of Homeland 
Security. It would hold the Depart-
ment’s public affairs budget to the 
same figure that they are living with 
this year. I would suggest that that is 
not a shocking proposal. It is one that 
I am happy to support, and one that I 
think illustrates the kind of thing we 
can do in this Congress on this floor to 
demonstrate to the American people 
that we get it, that we understand that 
as a Nation we are overspending. We 
are spending not our money, we aren’t 
even spending our children’s money; we 
are spending our grandchildren’s 
money. And they, the American people, 
have told us they do not want us to do 
that. They want us to stop that prac-
tice. They want Republicans to stop 
that practice, they want Democrats to 
stop that practice, they want conserv-
atives to stop that practice, they want 
liberals to stop that practice. They 
want us to live within our means and 
to be reasonable. 

The ranking member of this com-
mittee has spoken earlier today that 
the bill increases spending by 13.6 per-
cent. I want to ask, how many Ameri-
cans, how many people in this room, 
how many Members of Congress, how 
many of your children who have gotten 
a job this year will get a 13.6 percent 
raise this year? I suggest virtually no 
one can answer that question and say 
they will get that kind of staggering 
raise. 

Instead, the ranking member has pro-
posed a reasonable solution which is, in 
fact, quite frankly, generous in and of 
itself, and that is a 7.2 percent in-
crease. Not exactly a tiny, not exactly 
a squeaky cheap amount; a pretty darn 
generous raise, a generous raise that 
probably any American would take. 
And yet, that is not enough. 

I also rise to express my objections 
to the earmarking practices that are 
being condoned and that are proposed 
to be implemented in this body. 

The reality is that earmarking has 
its defenders and can, in fact, do some 
good. The reality is that earmarking is 
also susceptible of outrageous abuse 
and can lead to scandals. Many of the 
scandals in this body which were 
talked about by the minority in the 
last election are scandals that relate to 
earmarks. And yet, in the face of prom-
ises that we would have more sunshine, 
in the face of promises that the Amer-
ican people would get to see where 
their money is being spent, that they 
can hear about it, that it could be chal-
lenged and debated on this floor, that 
it could be vetted and viewed, I happen 
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to believe in sunshine. I came out of 
the Arizona Attorney General’s Office, 
and we had the most open sunshine 
laws in the Nation because we believed 
sunshine would bring cleanliness, sun-
shine would allow people to see what 
government was doing. And here we 
propose to hide that. We propose to 
hide tens of thousands, I guess the 
chairman of the committee says 36,000 
earmarks are going to be air-dropped 
into the legislation at the end of this 
process. That is simply unacceptable to 
me, and it ought to be unacceptable to 
the American people. 

The gentlelady just spoke of the im-
portance of securing the Arizona bor-
der, and I believe that is extremely im-
portant. But let’s talk about one provi-
sion of this bill that simply not only 
makes no sense, it is hypocritical, and 
it will clearly violate the U.S. Con-
stitution. 

In this bill we say point blank we are 
appropriating $1 billion for new high- 
tech security. And I certainly agree 
with my colleague from Arizona that 
every dime of that $1 billion for high- 
tech security on our border is needed. 
If we are to secure that border, we need 
that money. But this legislation says, 
we appropriate $1 billion, but then $700 
million, almost three-fourths of $1 bil-
lion, is reserved and cannot be appro-
priated until a committee in the Con-
gress says so. That is unconstitutional. 

Mr. PENCE. Mr. Chairman, I move to 
strike the requisite number of words. 

(Mr. PENCE asked and was given per-
mission to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PENCE. I rise in strong support 
of the Lamborn amendment, Mr. Chair-
man, for many of the reasons that have 
been expressed more eloquently by my 
colleagues, including the gentleman 
from Arizona. 

It does strike me that at a time of an 
$8.8 trillion national debt, that we 
should be able to ask the Department 
of Homeland Security to get by on last 
year’s public affairs budget, which is 
really all the Lamborn amendment 
does, by my way of thinking, is it asks 
the Department of Homeland Security 
to stay at the $6 million level for a 
public affairs budget as opposed to 
moving to a $6.3 million. 

As my friend from Arizona just ex-
pressed, this legislation overall will 
allow for a 13.6 percent increase in a 
single year. And as other amendments 
have illuminated, much of those in-
creases are simply going for the same 
kind of bureaucracy that we will argue 
over in every other aspect of govern-
ment. 

But I go back to my previous point, 
Mr. Chairman. I thought for sure when 
we created the Department of Home-
land Security that it would be dif-
ferent. And I have to say, that is prob-
ably a naive thought. We excluded it 
from many of the public employee pro-
tections. We gave the President of the 
United States greater flexibility be-
cause we said, you know, very much 
like the military, the Department of 

Homeland Security will have a special 
and unique mission. It would not just 
be another Cabinet agency that we 
would be feeding from the trough here 
on Capitol Hill in the appropriations 
process every year. But here we are. 
Here we are with a Democrat majority 
that is opposed to even our willingness, 
with the outstanding leadership of the 
ranking member, to let this Depart-
ment get by a 7 percent increase next 
year as opposed to 13.6. 

I also would renew my objection ex-
pressed in much of the procedure that 
is happening on the floor today and 
well into tonight, and perhaps well into 
the rest of the week; that is, it is as-
tonishing to me that a Democratic 
Congress is against democracy when it 
comes to providing for accountability 
in the spending process in the United 
States Congress. I mean, to simply say 
that there are tens of thousands of spe-
cific so-called earmark projects that 
have been requested of the committee 
that are in some filing cabinet here in 
the Capitol Building, but that were not 
able to be added to this bill in a timely 
fashion so that the democratic process 
and the accountability of this open 
rule could serve as that antiseptic that 
it is supposed to function is quite be-
yond me. 

It is quite beyond me that the Demo-
crat majority would think that the 
American people would be willing, hav-
ing clamored loudly in the last election 
for fundamental reform in the way we 
spend the people’s money, fundamental 
earmark reform, with the infamous 
‘‘bridge to nowhere,’’ would now allow 
and stand idly by while the Democrat 
majority brings about earmark reform 
that says we will only bring earmarks 
when they can no longer be removed 
from bills. We will presumably make 
them public during the month of Au-
gust so people can look at them, but we 
will give Members of Congress abso-
lutely no power to challenge those ear-
marks in the legislative process. That 
seems to me to be a breathtaking step 
backwards from the earmark reform 
that the American people demanded in 
2006. 

And so I renew my support for the 
Lamborn amendment, Mr. Chairman, 
but I also renew my objection to the 
fact that we are seeing appropriations 
bills, starting today, coming to the 
floor with, shall we say, room to grow, 
room to add earmarks at a time in the 
legislative process when they cannot be 
challenged, and therefore, the interests 
of the American people and the ac-
countability they demand cannot be 
served in the ordinary legislative proc-
ess. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on 
the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Colorado (Mr. LAMBORN). 

The question was taken; and the 
Chairman announced that the ayes ap-
peared to have it. 

Mr. PENCE. Mr. Chairman, I demand 
a recorded vote. 

The CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to clause 
6 of rule XVIII, further proceedings on 

the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from Colorado will be post-
poned. 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE CHAIRMAN 

The CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to clause 
6 of rule XVIII, proceedings will now 
resume on those amendments on which 
further proceedings were postponed, in 
the following order: 

Amendment No. 21 by Mr. CROWLEY 
of New York. 

Amendment by Mr. CAMPBELL of 
California. 

Amendment by Mr. REICHERT of 
Washington. 

Amendment by Mr. KING of Iowa. 
Amendment No. 32 by Mr. LAMBORN 

of Colorado. 
The Chair will reduce to 5 minutes 

the time for any electronic vote after 
the first vote in this series. 

AMENDMENT NO. 21 OFFERED BY MR. CROWLEY 

The CHAIRMAN. The unfinished 
business is the demand for a recorded 
vote on the amendment offered by the 
gentleman from New York (Mr. CROW-
LEY) on which further proceedings were 
postponed and on which the noes pre-
vailed by voice vote. 

The Clerk will redesignate the 
amendment. 

The Clerk redesignated the amend-
ment. 

RECORDED VOTE 

The CHAIRMAN. A recorded vote has 
been demanded. 

A recorded vote was ordered. 
The vote was taken by electronic de-

vice, and there were—ayes 244, noes 174, 
not voting 19, as follows: 

[Roll No. 453] 

AYES—244 

Abercrombie 
Ackerman 
Allen 
Andrews 
Baca 
Baird 
Baldwin 
Barrow 
Bean 
Becerra 
Berkley 
Berman 
Biggert 
Bilbray 
Bishop (NY) 
Blumenauer 
Boren 
Boustany 
Boyd (FL) 
Brady (PA) 
Braley (IA) 
Brown, Corrine 
Buchanan 
Burgess 
Capps 
Capuano 
Carnahan 
Carson 
Castor 
Chabot 
Chandler 
Clarke 
Clay 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Cohen 
Conyers 
Costello 
Crenshaw 
Crowley 
Cummings 
Davis (AL) 
Davis (CA) 
Davis (IL) 

Davis, Lincoln 
Davis, Tom 
DeFazio 
DeGette 
Delahunt 
Dent 
Diaz-Balart, L. 
Diaz-Balart, M. 
Dicks 
Doggett 
Donnelly 
Doolittle 
Drake 
Ellison 
Ellsworth 
Emanuel 
Engel 
English (PA) 
Eshoo 
Fattah 
Feeney 
Ferguson 
Filner 
Forbes 
Fortuño 
Fossella 
Frank (MA) 
Frelinghuysen 
Garrett (NJ) 
Gerlach 
Giffords 
Gilchrest 
Gillibrand 
Gingrey 
Gonzalez 
Gordon 
Green, Al 
Green, Gene 
Grijalva 
Hall (NY) 
Hare 
Harman 
Hastings (FL) 
Heller 

Higgins 
Hill 
Hinchey 
Hirono 
Hodes 
Holden 
Holt 
Honda 
Hooley 
Inslee 
Israel 
Jackson (IL) 
Jackson-Lee 

(TX) 
Jefferson 
Jindal 
Johnson (GA) 
Johnson, E. B. 
Jones (NC) 
Jones (OH) 
Kagen 
Kanjorski 
Kaptur 
Keller 
Kennedy 
Kildee 
Kilpatrick 
Kind 
King (NY) 
Kirk 
Klein (FL) 
Kline (MN) 
Knollenberg 
Kucinich 
LaHood 
Lampson 
Langevin 
Lantos 
Larsen (WA) 
Lee 
Levin 
Lipinski 
LoBiondo 
Loebsack 
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Lofgren, Zoe 
Lowey 
Lungren, Daniel 

E. 
Lynch 
Mahoney (FL) 
Maloney (NY) 
Markey 
Marshall 
Matheson 
Matsui 
McCarthy (CA) 
McCarthy (NY) 
McCaul (TX) 
McDermott 
McGovern 
McHugh 
McNerney 
McNulty 
Meehan 
Meek (FL) 
Meeks (NY) 
Melancon 
Miller, George 
Moore (KS) 
Moore (WI) 
Moran (VA) 
Murphy (CT) 
Murphy, Patrick 
Murphy, Tim 
Murtha 
Musgrave 
Myrick 
Nadler 
Napolitano 
Neal (MA) 
Ortiz 
Pallone 
Pascrell 

Pastor 
Payne 
Perlmutter 
Poe 
Porter 
Price (GA) 
Pryce (OH) 
Ramstad 
Rangel 
Reichert 
Renzi 
Reyes 
Reynolds 
Rodriguez 
Ros-Lehtinen 
Roskam 
Rothman 
Roybal-Allard 
Ruppersberger 
Rush 
Ryan (OH) 
Sánchez, Linda 

T. 
Sanchez, Loretta 
Sarbanes 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schmidt 
Schwartz 
Scott (GA) 
Scott (VA) 
Serrano 
Sestak 
Shays 
Shea-Porter 
Sherman 
Sires 
Slaughter 
Smith (NJ) 

Smith (TX) 
Smith (WA) 
Solis 
Space 
Stark 
Stupak 
Sutton 
Tancredo 
Tanner 
Tauscher 
Taylor 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Tiberi 
Tierney 
Towns 
Turner 
Udall (CO) 
Upton 
Van Hollen 
Velázquez 
Walsh (NY) 
Walz (MN) 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters 
Watson 
Watt 
Waxman 
Weiner 
Weller 
Wexler 
Wilson (OH) 
Wolf 
Woolsey 
Wu 
Wynn 
Yarmuth 

NOES—174 

Aderholt 
Akin 
Alexander 
Altmire 
Bachmann 
Bachus 
Baker 
Barrett (SC) 
Bartlett (MD) 
Barton (TX) 
Berry 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (GA) 
Bishop (UT) 
Blackburn 
Blunt 
Boehner 
Bonner 
Bono 
Boozman 
Boswell 
Boucher 
Boyda (KS) 
Brady (TX) 
Brown (SC) 
Brown-Waite, 

Ginny 
Burton (IN) 
Butterfield 
Buyer 
Calvert 
Camp (MI) 
Campbell (CA) 
Cannon 
Cantor 
Capito 
Cardoza 
Carney 
Carter 
Castle 
Christensen 
Coble 
Cole (OK) 
Cooper 
Courtney 
Cramer 
Cubin 
Cuellar 
Culberson 
Davis (KY) 
Davis, David 
DeLauro 
Dingell 
Dreier 
Duncan 
Ehlers 
Emerson 

Etheridge 
Everett 
Fallin 
Farr 
Flake 
Fortenberry 
Foxx 
Franks (AZ) 
Gallegly 
Gillmor 
Gohmert 
Goodlatte 
Granger 
Graves 
Hall (TX) 
Hastings (WA) 
Hayes 
Hensarling 
Herger 
Herseth Sandlin 
Hinojosa 
Hobson 
Hoekstra 
Hoyer 
Hulshof 
Hunter 
Inglis (SC) 
Issa 
Johnson (IL) 
Johnson, Sam 
Jordan 
King (IA) 
Kingston 
Lamborn 
Larson (CT) 
Latham 
LaTourette 
Lewis (CA) 
Lewis (KY) 
Lucas 
Mack 
Manzullo 
Marchant 
McCollum (MN) 
McCotter 
McCrery 
McHenry 
McIntyre 
McKeon 
McMorris 

Rodgers 
Mica 
Michaud 
Miller (MI) 
Miller (NC) 
Miller, Gary 
Mitchell 

Mollohan 
Moran (KS) 
Neugebauer 
Norton 
Nunes 
Oberstar 
Obey 
Olver 
Paul 
Pearce 
Pence 
Peterson (MN) 
Peterson (PA) 
Petri 
Pickering 
Pitts 
Pomeroy 
Price (NC) 
Putnam 
Radanovich 
Rahall 
Regula 
Rehberg 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rogers (MI) 
Rohrabacher 
Ross 
Royce 
Ryan (WI) 
Salazar 
Sali 
Saxton 
Sensenbrenner 
Shadegg 
Shimkus 
Shuler 
Shuster 
Simpson 
Skelton 
Smith (NE) 
Snyder 
Souder 
Spratt 
Stearns 
Sullivan 
Terry 
Thornberry 
Tiahrt 
Udall (NM) 
Visclosky 
Walberg 
Walden (OR) 
Wamp 
Welch (VT) 
Weldon (FL) 

Whitfield 
Wicker 

Wilson (NM) 
Wilson (SC) 

Young (AK) 
Young (FL) 

NOT VOTING—19 

Arcuri 
Bordallo 
Conaway 
Costa 
Davis, Jo Ann 
Deal (GA) 
Doyle 

Edwards 
Faleomavaega 
Goode 
Gutierrez 
Hastert 
Kuhl (NY) 
Lewis (GA) 

Linder 
Miller (FL) 
Platts 
Sessions 
Westmoreland 

b 1935 

Messrs. LARSON of Connecticut, 
SPRATT, CUELLAR, BOSWELL, and 
ROHRABACHER changed their vote 
from ‘‘aye’’ to ‘‘no.’’ 

Messrs. INSLEE, GINGREY, 
CRENSHAW, PASTOR and BILBRAY 
changed their vote from ‘‘no’’ to ‘‘aye.’’ 

So the amendment was agreed to. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
Stated for: 
Mr. COSTA. Mr. Chairman, on rollcall No. 

453, had I been present, I would have voted 
‘‘aye.’’ 

AMENDMENT OFFERED BY MR. CAMPBELL OF 
CALIFORNIA 

The CHAIRMAN. The unfinished 
business is the demand for a recorded 
vote on the amendment offered by the 
gentleman from California (Mr. CAMP-
BELL) on which further proceedings 
were postponed and on which the noes 
prevailed by voice vote. 

The Clerk will redesignate the 
amendment. 

The Clerk redesignated the amend-
ment. 

RECORDED VOTE 

The CHAIRMAN. A recorded vote has 
been demanded. 

A recorded vote was ordered. 
The CHAIRMAN. This will be a 5- 

minute vote. 
The vote was taken by electronic de-

vice, and there were—ayes 201, noes 221, 
not voting 15, as follows: 

[Roll No. 454] 

AYES—201 

Aderholt 
Akin 
Alexander 
Altmire 
Bachmann 
Bachus 
Baker 
Barrett (SC) 
Bartlett (MD) 
Barton (TX) 
Bean 
Berry 
Biggert 
Bilbray 
Bishop (UT) 
Blackburn 
Blunt 
Boehner 
Bonner 
Bono 
Boozman 
Boren 
Boustany 
Brady (TX) 
Brown (SC) 
Brown-Waite, 

Ginny 
Buchanan 
Burgess 
Burton (IN) 
Buyer 
Calvert 
Camp (MI) 
Campbell (CA) 
Cannon 
Cantor 

Capito 
Carter 
Castle 
Chabot 
Coble 
Cole (OK) 
Cooper 
Costa 
Crenshaw 
Cubin 
Culberson 
Davis (KY) 
Davis, David 
Dent 
Diaz-Balart, L. 
Diaz-Balart, M. 
Donnelly 
Doolittle 
Drake 
Dreier 
Duncan 
Ehlers 
Ellsworth 
Emerson 
English (PA) 
Everett 
Fallin 
Feeney 
Flake 
Forbes 
Fortenberry 
Fortuño 
Fossella 
Foxx 
Franks (AZ) 
Gallegly 

Garrett (NJ) 
Gerlach 
Gilchrest 
Gillmor 
Gingrey 
Gohmert 
Goode 
Goodlatte 
Granger 
Graves 
Hall (TX) 
Hastings (WA) 
Hayes 
Heller 
Hensarling 
Herger 
Herseth Sandlin 
Hill 
Hobson 
Hoekstra 
Hulshof 
Hunter 
Inglis (SC) 
Issa 
Jindal 
Johnson, Sam 
Jones (NC) 
Jordan 
Keller 
King (IA) 
Kingston 
Kline (MN) 
Knollenberg 
LaHood 
Lamborn 
Lampson 

Latham 
LaTourette 
Lewis (CA) 
Lewis (KY) 
Linder 
Lucas 
Lungren, Daniel 

E. 
Mack 
Manzullo 
Matheson 
McCarthy (CA) 
McCaul (TX) 
McCotter 
McCrery 
McHenry 
McKeon 
McMorris 

Rodgers 
Melancon 
Mica 
Miller (FL) 
Miller (MI) 
Miller, Gary 
Mitchell 
Moran (KS) 
Moran (VA) 
Murphy, Tim 
Musgrave 
Myrick 
Neugebauer 
Nunes 

Paul 
Pearce 
Pence 
Peterson (MN) 
Peterson (PA) 
Petri 
Pickering 
Pitts 
Platts 
Poe 
Porter 
Price (GA) 
Pryce (OH) 
Putnam 
Radanovich 
Ramstad 
Regula 
Rehberg 
Reichert 
Renzi 
Reynolds 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rogers (MI) 
Rohrabacher 
Ros-Lehtinen 
Roskam 
Ross 
Royce 
Ryan (WI) 
Sali 
Schmidt 

Sensenbrenner 
Shadegg 
Shays 
Shimkus 
Shuler 
Shuster 
Simpson 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (TX) 
Stearns 
Sullivan 
Tancredo 
Taylor 
Terry 
Thornberry 
Tiahrt 
Tiberi 
Turner 
Upton 
Walberg 
Walden (OR) 
Walsh (NY) 
Walz (MN) 
Wamp 
Weldon (FL) 
Weller 
Whitfield 
Wicker 
Wilson (NM) 
Wilson (SC) 
Wolf 
Young (FL) 

NOES—221 

Abercrombie 
Ackerman 
Allen 
Andrews 
Baca 
Baird 
Baldwin 
Barrow 
Becerra 
Berkley 
Berman 
Bishop (GA) 
Bishop (NY) 
Blumenauer 
Bordallo 
Boswell 
Boucher 
Boyd (FL) 
Boyda (KS) 
Brady (PA) 
Braley (IA) 
Brown, Corrine 
Butterfield 
Capps 
Capuano 
Cardoza 
Carnahan 
Carney 
Carson 
Castor 
Chandler 
Christensen 
Clarke 
Clay 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Cohen 
Conyers 
Costello 
Courtney 
Cramer 
Crowley 
Cuellar 
Cummings 
Davis (AL) 
Davis (CA) 
Davis (IL) 
Davis, Lincoln 
Davis, Tom 
DeFazio 
DeGette 
Delahunt 
DeLauro 
Dicks 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Ellison 
Emanuel 
Engel 
Eshoo 
Etheridge 
Farr 
Fattah 
Ferguson 
Filner 

Frank (MA) 
Frelinghuysen 
Giffords 
Gillibrand 
Gonzalez 
Gordon 
Green, Al 
Green, Gene 
Grijalva 
Hall (NY) 
Hare 
Harman 
Hastings (FL) 
Higgins 
Hinchey 
Hinojosa 
Hirono 
Hodes 
Holden 
Holt 
Honda 
Hooley 
Hoyer 
Inslee 
Israel 
Jackson (IL) 
Jackson-Lee 

(TX) 
Jefferson 
Johnson (GA) 
Johnson (IL) 
Johnson, E. B. 
Jones (OH) 
Kagen 
Kanjorski 
Kaptur 
Kennedy 
Kildee 
Kilpatrick 
Kind 
King (NY) 
Kirk 
Klein (FL) 
Kucinich 
Langevin 
Lantos 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Lee 
Levin 
Lipinski 
LoBiondo 
Loebsack 
Lofgren, Zoe 
Lowey 
Lynch 
Mahoney (FL) 
Maloney (NY) 
Marchant 
Markey 
Marshall 
Matsui 
McCarthy (NY) 
McCollum (MN) 
McDermott 

McGovern 
McHugh 
McIntyre 
McNerney 
McNulty 
Meehan 
Meek (FL) 
Meeks (NY) 
Michaud 
Miller (NC) 
Miller, George 
Mollohan 
Moore (KS) 
Moore (WI) 
Murphy (CT) 
Murphy, Patrick 
Murtha 
Nadler 
Napolitano 
Neal (MA) 
Norton 
Oberstar 
Obey 
Olver 
Ortiz 
Pallone 
Pascrell 
Pastor 
Payne 
Perlmutter 
Pomeroy 
Price (NC) 
Rahall 
Reyes 
Rodriguez 
Rothman 
Roybal-Allard 
Ruppersberger 
Rush 
Ryan (OH) 
Salazar 
Sánchez, Linda 

T. 
Sanchez, Loretta 
Sarbanes 
Saxton 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schwartz 
Scott (GA) 
Scott (VA) 
Serrano 
Sestak 
Shea-Porter 
Sherman 
Sires 
Skelton 
Slaughter 
Smith (NJ) 
Smith (WA) 
Snyder 
Solis 
Souder 
Space 
Spratt 
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Stark 
Stupak 
Sutton 
Tanner 
Tauscher 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Tierney 
Towns 
Udall (CO) 

Udall (NM) 
Van Hollen 
Velázquez 
Visclosky 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters 
Watson 
Watt 
Waxman 

Weiner 
Welch (VT) 
Wexler 
Wilson (OH) 
Woolsey 
Wu 
Wynn 
Yarmuth 
Young (AK) 

NOT VOTING—15 

Arcuri 
Bilirakis 
Conaway 
Davis, Jo Ann 
Deal (GA) 

Doyle 
Edwards 
Faleomavaega 
Gutierrez 
Hastert 

Kuhl (NY) 
Lewis (GA) 
Rangel 
Sessions 
Westmoreland 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE CHAIRMAN 

The CHAIRMAN (during the vote). 
Members are advised 2 minutes remain 
in this vote. 

b 1942 

Mr. BARROW changed his vote from 
‘‘aye’’ to ‘‘no.’’ 

So the amendment was rejected. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
AMENDMENT OFFERED BY MR. REICHERT 

The CHAIRMAN. The unfinished 
business is the demand for a recorded 
vote on the amendment offered by the 
gentleman from Washington (Mr. 
REICHERT) on which further pro-
ceedings were postponed and on which 
the noes prevailed by voice vote. 

The Clerk will redesignate the 
amendment. 

The Clerk redesignated the amend-
ment. 

RECORDED VOTE 

The CHAIRMAN. A recorded vote has 
been demanded. 

A recorded vote was ordered. 
The CHAIRMAN. This will be a 5- 

minute vote. 
The vote was taken by electronic de-

vice, and there were—ayes 218, noes 205, 
not voting 14, as follows: 

[Roll No. 455] 

AYES—218 

Aderholt 
Akin 
Alexander 
Altmire 
Bachmann 
Bachus 
Baker 
Barrett (SC) 
Bartlett (MD) 
Barton (TX) 
Bean 
Biggert 
Bilbray 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (UT) 
Blackburn 
Blunt 
Boehner 
Bonner 
Bono 
Boozman 
Boswell 
Boustany 
Brady (TX) 
Brown (SC) 
Brown-Waite, 

Ginny 
Buchanan 
Burgess 
Burton (IN) 
Buyer 
Calvert 
Camp (MI) 
Campbell (CA) 
Cannon 
Cantor 
Capito 

Carter 
Castle 
Chabot 
Coble 
Cole (OK) 
Crenshaw 
Cubin 
Culberson 
Davis (KY) 
Davis, David 
Davis, Jo Ann 
Davis, Tom 
Deal (GA) 
Dent 
Diaz-Balart, L. 
Diaz-Balart, M. 
Doolittle 
Drake 
Dreier 
Duncan 
Ehlers 
Ellsworth 
Emerson 
English (PA) 
Eshoo 
Everett 
Fallin 
Feeney 
Ferguson 
Flake 
Forbes 
Fortenberry 
Fortuño 
Fossella 
Foxx 
Frelinghuysen 
Gallegly 

Garrett (NJ) 
Gerlach 
Gilchrest 
Gillmor 
Gingrey 
Gohmert 
Goode 
Goodlatte 
Granger 
Graves 
Hall (TX) 
Harman 
Hastings (WA) 
Hayes 
Heller 
Hensarling 
Herger 
Herseth Sandlin 
Hill 
Hoekstra 
Holt 
Hulshof 
Hunter 
Inglis (SC) 
Israel 
Jindal 
Johnson (IL) 
Johnson, Sam 
Jones (NC) 
Jordan 
Keller 
King (IA) 
King (NY) 
Kingston 
Kirk 
Kline (MN) 
Knollenberg 

LaHood 
Lamborn 
Langevin 
Larsen (WA) 
Latham 
LaTourette 
Lewis (CA) 
Lewis (KY) 
Linder 
LoBiondo 
Lucas 
Lungren, Daniel 

E. 
Mack 
Mahoney (FL) 
Manzullo 
Marchant 
Matheson 
McCarthy (CA) 
McCaul (TX) 
McCotter 
McCrery 
McHenry 
McHugh 
McIntyre 
McKeon 
McMorris 

Rodgers 
McNerney 
Meeks (NY) 
Mica 
Miller (FL) 
Miller (MI) 
Miller, Gary 
Moran (KS) 
Moran (VA) 
Murphy, Patrick 

Murphy, Tim 
Musgrave 
Myrick 
Neugebauer 
Nunes 
Pascrell 
Paul 
Pearce 
Pence 
Peterson (MN) 
Peterson (PA) 
Petri 
Pickering 
Pitts 
Platts 
Poe 
Pomeroy 
Porter 
Price (GA) 
Pryce (OH) 
Putnam 
Radanovich 
Ramstad 
Regula 
Rehberg 
Reichert 
Renzi 
Reynolds 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rogers (MI) 
Rohrabacher 
Ros-Lehtinen 
Roskam 
Royce 
Ryan (WI) 
Sali 

Saxton 
Schmidt 
Sensenbrenner 
Shadegg 
Shays 
Shimkus 
Shuster 
Simpson 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 
Smith (TX) 
Smith (WA) 
Souder 
Stearns 
Stupak 
Sullivan 
Taylor 
Terry 
Thornberry 
Tiahrt 
Tiberi 
Turner 
Upton 
Walberg 
Walden (OR) 
Walsh (NY) 
Wamp 
Weldon (FL) 
Weller 
Whitfield 
Wicker 
Wilson (NM) 
Wilson (SC) 
Wolf 
Young (AK) 
Young (FL) 

NOES—205 

Abercrombie 
Ackerman 
Allen 
Andrews 
Baca 
Baird 
Baldwin 
Barrow 
Becerra 
Berkley 
Berman 
Berry 
Bishop (GA) 
Bishop (NY) 
Blumenauer 
Bordallo 
Boren 
Boucher 
Boyd (FL) 
Boyda (KS) 
Brady (PA) 
Braley (IA) 
Brown, Corrine 
Butterfield 
Capps 
Capuano 
Cardoza 
Carnahan 
Carney 
Carson 
Castor 
Chandler 
Christensen 
Clarke 
Clay 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Cohen 
Conyers 
Cooper 
Costa 
Costello 
Courtney 
Cramer 
Crowley 
Cuellar 
Cummings 
Davis (AL) 
Davis (CA) 
Davis (IL) 
Davis, Lincoln 
DeFazio 
DeGette 
Delahunt 
DeLauro 
Dicks 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Donnelly 
Ellison 

Emanuel 
Engel 
Etheridge 
Farr 
Fattah 
Filner 
Frank (MA) 
Giffords 
Gillibrand 
Gonzalez 
Gordon 
Green, Al 
Green, Gene 
Grijalva 
Hall (NY) 
Hare 
Hastings (FL) 
Higgins 
Hinchey 
Hinojosa 
Hirono 
Hodes 
Holden 
Honda 
Hooley 
Hoyer 
Inslee 
Jackson (IL) 
Jackson-Lee 

(TX) 
Jefferson 
Johnson (GA) 
Johnson, E. B. 
Jones (OH) 
Kagen 
Kanjorski 
Kaptur 
Kennedy 
Kildee 
Kilpatrick 
Kind 
Klein (FL) 
Kucinich 
Lampson 
Lantos 
Larson (CT) 
Lee 
Levin 
Lipinski 
Loebsack 
Lofgren, Zoe 
Lowey 
Lynch 
Maloney (NY) 
Markey 
Marshall 
Matsui 
McCarthy (NY) 
McCollum (MN) 
McDermott 

McGovern 
McNulty 
Meehan 
Meek (FL) 
Melancon 
Michaud 
Miller (NC) 
Miller, George 
Mitchell 
Mollohan 
Moore (KS) 
Moore (WI) 
Murphy (CT) 
Murtha 
Nadler 
Napolitano 
Neal (MA) 
Norton 
Oberstar 
Obey 
Olver 
Ortiz 
Pallone 
Pastor 
Payne 
Perlmutter 
Price (NC) 
Rahall 
Rangel 
Reyes 
Rodriguez 
Ross 
Rothman 
Roybal-Allard 
Ruppersberger 
Rush 
Ryan (OH) 
Salazar 
Sánchez, Linda 

T. 
Sanchez, Loretta 
Sarbanes 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schwartz 
Scott (GA) 
Scott (VA) 
Serrano 
Sestak 
Shea-Porter 
Sherman 
Shuler 
Sires 
Skelton 
Slaughter 
Snyder 
Solis 
Space 
Spratt 
Stark 

Sutton 
Tancredo 
Tanner 
Tauscher 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Tierney 
Towns 
Udall (CO) 
Udall (NM) 

Van Hollen 
Velázquez 
Visclosky 
Walz (MN) 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters 
Watson 
Watt 
Waxman 

Weiner 
Welch (VT) 
Wexler 
Wilson (OH) 
Woolsey 
Wu 
Wynn 
Yarmuth 

NOT VOTING—14 

Arcuri 
Conaway 
Doyle 
Edwards 
Faleomavaega 

Franks (AZ) 
Gutierrez 
Hastert 
Hobson 
Issa 

Kuhl (NY) 
Lewis (GA) 
Sessions 
Westmoreland 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE CHAIRMAN 

The CHAIRMAN (during the vote). 
Members are advised there are exactly 
2 minutes remaining. 

b 1949 

Mrs. BACHMANN and Mr. LARSEN 
of Washington changed their vote from 
‘‘no’’ to ‘‘aye.’’ 

So the amendment was agreed to. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
AMENDMENT OFFERED BY MR. KING OF IOWA 

The CHAIRMAN. The unfinished 
business is the demand for a recorded 
vote on the amendment offered by the 
gentleman from Iowa (Mr. KING) on 
which further proceedings were post-
poned and on which the ayes prevailed 
by voice vote. 

The Clerk will redesignate the 
amendment. 

The Clerk redesignated the amend-
ment. 

RECORDED VOTE 

The CHAIRMAN. A recorded vote has 
been demanded. 

A recorded vote was ordered. 
The CHAIRMAN. This will be a 5- 

minute vote. 
The vote was taken by electronic de-

vice, and there were—ayes 379, noes 45, 
not voting 13, as follows: 

[Roll No. 456] 

AYES—379 

Abercrombie 
Ackerman 
Aderholt 
Akin 
Alexander 
Allen 
Altmire 
Andrews 
Baca 
Bachmann 
Bachus 
Baker 
Baldwin 
Barrett (SC) 
Barrow 
Bartlett (MD) 
Barton (TX) 
Bean 
Becerra 
Berkley 
Berman 
Berry 
Biggert 
Bilbray 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (GA) 
Bishop (NY) 
Bishop (UT) 
Blackburn 
Blumenauer 
Blunt 
Boehner 
Bonner 
Bono 
Boozman 

Bordallo 
Boren 
Boswell 
Boustany 
Boyd (FL) 
Boyda (KS) 
Brady (TX) 
Braley (IA) 
Brown (SC) 
Brown, Corrine 
Brown-Waite, 

Ginny 
Buchanan 
Burgess 
Burton (IN) 
Butterfield 
Buyer 
Calvert 
Camp (MI) 
Campbell (CA) 
Cannon 
Cantor 
Capito 
Capps 
Capuano 
Cardoza 
Carnahan 
Carney 
Carter 
Castle 
Castor 
Chabot 
Chandler 
Clay 
Cleaver 

Clyburn 
Coble 
Cole (OK) 
Conyers 
Cooper 
Costa 
Costello 
Courtney 
Cramer 
Crenshaw 
Crowley 
Cubin 
Cuellar 
Culberson 
Cummings 
Davis (AL) 
Davis (CA) 
Davis (IL) 
Davis (KY) 
Davis, David 
Davis, Jo Ann 
Davis, Lincoln 
Davis, Tom 
Deal (GA) 
DeFazio 
DeGette 
Delahunt 
DeLauro 
Dent 
Diaz-Balart, L. 
Diaz-Balart, M. 
Dicks 
Doggett 
Donnelly 
Doolittle 
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Drake 
Dreier 
Duncan 
Ehlers 
Ellison 
Ellsworth 
Emanuel 
Emerson 
English (PA) 
Eshoo 
Etheridge 
Everett 
Fallin 
Farr 
Feeney 
Ferguson 
Filner 
Flake 
Forbes 
Fortenberry 
Fossella 
Foxx 
Frank (MA) 
Franks (AZ) 
Frelinghuysen 
Gallegly 
Garrett (NJ) 
Gerlach 
Giffords 
Gilchrest 
Gillibrand 
Gillmor 
Gingrey 
Gohmert 
Gonzalez 
Goode 
Goodlatte 
Gordon 
Granger 
Graves 
Green, Al 
Green, Gene 
Hall (NY) 
Hall (TX) 
Hare 
Harman 
Hastings (FL) 
Hastings (WA) 
Hayes 
Heller 
Hensarling 
Herger 
Herseth Sandlin 
Higgins 
Hill 
Hinojosa 
Hirono 
Hobson 
Hodes 
Hoekstra 
Holt 
Honda 
Hooley 
Hulshof 
Hunter 
Inglis (SC) 
Inslee 
Israel 
Issa 
Jackson-Lee 

(TX) 
Jefferson 
Jindal 
Johnson (GA) 
Johnson (IL) 
Johnson, E. B. 
Johnson, Sam 
Jones (NC) 
Jones (OH) 
Jordan 
Kagen 
Kaptur 
Keller 
Kennedy 
Kildee 
Kilpatrick 
Kind 
King (IA) 
King (NY) 
Kingston 
Kirk 
Klein (FL) 
Kline (MN) 
Knollenberg 

LaHood 
Lamborn 
Lampson 
Langevin 
Lantos 
Larson (CT) 
Latham 
Levin 
Lewis (CA) 
Lewis (KY) 
Linder 
Lipinski 
LoBiondo 
Loebsack 
Lofgren, Zoe 
Lowey 
Lucas 
Lungren, Daniel 

E. 
Lynch 
Mack 
Maloney (NY) 
Manzullo 
Marchant 
Matheson 
McCarthy (CA) 
McCarthy (NY) 
McCollum (MN) 
McCotter 
McCrery 
McDermott 
McGovern 
McHenry 
McHugh 
McIntyre 
McKeon 
McMorris 

Rodgers 
Meek (FL) 
Meeks (NY) 
Melancon 
Mica 
Michaud 
Miller (FL) 
Miller (MI) 
Miller (NC) 
Miller, Gary 
Miller, George 
Mitchell 
Moore (KS) 
Moore (WI) 
Moran (KS) 
Moran (VA) 
Murphy, Patrick 
Murphy, Tim 
Musgrave 
Myrick 
Napolitano 
Neal (MA) 
Neugebauer 
Norton 
Nunes 
Oberstar 
Obey 
Olver 
Ortiz 
Pallone 
Pastor 
Paul 
Pearce 
Pence 
Perlmutter 
Peterson (MN) 
Peterson (PA) 
Petri 
Pickering 
Pitts 
Platts 
Poe 
Pomeroy 
Porter 
Price (GA) 
Price (NC) 
Pryce (OH) 
Putnam 
Radanovich 
Rahall 
Ramstad 
Rangel 
Regula 
Rehberg 
Reichert 
Renzi 
Reyes 

Reynolds 
Rodriguez 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rogers (MI) 
Rohrabacher 
Ros-Lehtinen 
Roskam 
Ross 
Rothman 
Roybal-Allard 
Royce 
Ruppersberger 
Rush 
Ryan (WI) 
Salazar 
Sali 
Sánchez, Linda 

T. 
Sanchez, Loretta 
Sarbanes 
Saxton 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schmidt 
Schwartz 
Scott (GA) 
Scott (VA) 
Sensenbrenner 
Serrano 
Sestak 
Shadegg 
Shays 
Shea-Porter 
Shimkus 
Shuler 
Shuster 
Simpson 
Sires 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 
Smith (TX) 
Smith (WA) 
Snyder 
Solis 
Souder 
Space 
Spratt 
Stearns 
Stupak 
Sullivan 
Tancredo 
Tanner 
Tauscher 
Taylor 
Terry 
Thompson (MS) 
Thornberry 
Tiahrt 
Tiberi 
Tierney 
Towns 
Turner 
Udall (CO) 
Udall (NM) 
Upton 
Van Hollen 
Velázquez 
Visclosky 
Walberg 
Walden (OR) 
Walsh (NY) 
Walz (MN) 
Wamp 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Watson 
Watt 
Waxman 
Weldon (FL) 
Weller 
Wexler 
Whitfield 
Wicker 
Wilson (NM) 
Wilson (SC) 
Wolf 
Wu 
Wynn 
Yarmuth 
Young (AK) 
Young (FL) 

NOES—45 

Baird 
Boucher 
Brady (PA) 

Carson 
Christensen 
Clarke 

Cohen 
Dingell 
Engel 

Fattah 
Grijalva 
Hinchey 
Holden 
Hoyer 
Jackson (IL) 
Kanjorski 
Kucinich 
Larsen (WA) 
Lee 
Mahoney (FL) 
Markey 

Marshall 
Matsui 
McCaul (TX) 
McNerney 
McNulty 
Meehan 
Mollohan 
Murphy (CT) 
Murtha 
Nadler 
Pascrell 
Payne 

Ryan (OH) 
Sherman 
Skelton 
Slaughter 
Stark 
Sutton 
Thompson (CA) 
Waters 
Weiner 
Welch (VT) 
Wilson (OH) 
Woolsey 

NOT VOTING—13 

Arcuri 
Conaway 
Doyle 
Edwards 
Faleomavaega 

Fortuño 
Gutierrez 
Hastert 
Kuhl (NY) 
LaTourette 

Lewis (GA) 
Sessions 
Westmoreland 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE CHAIRMAN 

The CHAIRMAN (during the vote). 
Members are advised there are 2 min-
utes remaining in this vote. 

b 1956 

So the amendment was agreed to. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
AMENDMENT NO. 32 OFFERED BY MR. LAMBORN 

The CHAIRMAN. The unfinished 
business is the demand for a recorded 
vote on the amendment offered by the 
gentleman from Colorado (Mr. 
LAMBORN) on which further proceedings 
were postponed and on which the ayes 
prevailed by voice vote. 

The Clerk will redesignate the 
amendment. 

The Clerk redesignated the amend-
ment. 

RECORDED VOTE 

The CHAIRMAN. A recorded vote has 
been demanded. 

A recorded vote was ordered. 
The CHAIRMAN. This will be a 5- 

minute vote. 
The vote was taken by electronic de-

vice, and there were—ayes 381, noes 41, 
not voting 15, as follows: 

[Roll No. 457] 

AYES—381 

Abercrombie 
Ackerman 
Aderholt 
Akin 
Alexander 
Allen 
Altmire 
Andrews 
Baca 
Bachmann 
Bachus 
Baker 
Baldwin 
Barrett (SC) 
Barrow 
Bartlett (MD) 
Barton (TX) 
Bean 
Becerra 
Berkley 
Berman 
Berry 
Biggert 
Bilbray 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (GA) 
Bishop (NY) 
Bishop (UT) 
Blackburn 
Blumenauer 
Blunt 
Boehner 
Bonner 
Bono 
Boozman 
Bordallo 
Boren 

Boswell 
Boustany 
Boyd (FL) 
Boyda (KS) 
Brady (TX) 
Braley (IA) 
Brown (SC) 
Brown, Corrine 
Brown-Waite, 

Ginny 
Buchanan 
Burgess 
Burton (IN) 
Butterfield 
Buyer 
Calvert 
Camp (MI) 
Campbell (CA) 
Cannon 
Cantor 
Capito 
Capps 
Capuano 
Cardoza 
Carnahan 
Carney 
Carson 
Carter 
Castle 
Castor 
Chabot 
Chandler 
Christensen 
Clay 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Coble 

Cohen 
Cole (OK) 
Conyers 
Cooper 
Costa 
Courtney 
Cramer 
Crenshaw 
Crowley 
Cubin 
Cuellar 
Culberson 
Cummings 
Davis (AL) 
Davis (CA) 
Davis (IL) 
Davis (KY) 
Davis, David 
Davis, Jo Ann 
Davis, Lincoln 
Davis, Tom 
Deal (GA) 
DeFazio 
DeGette 
Delahunt 
DeLauro 
Dent 
Diaz-Balart, L. 
Diaz-Balart, M. 
Dicks 
Doggett 
Donnelly 
Doolittle 
Drake 
Dreier 
Duncan 
Ehlers 

Ellison 
Ellsworth 
Emanuel 
Emerson 
English (PA) 
Eshoo 
Etheridge 
Everett 
Fallin 
Feeney 
Ferguson 
Filner 
Flake 
Forbes 
Fortenberry 
Fossella 
Foxx 
Frank (MA) 
Franks (AZ) 
Frelinghuysen 
Gallegly 
Garrett (NJ) 
Gerlach 
Giffords 
Gilchrest 
Gillibrand 
Gillmor 
Gingrey 
Gohmert 
Gonzalez 
Goode 
Goodlatte 
Gordon 
Granger 
Graves 
Green, Al 
Green, Gene 
Hall (NY) 
Hall (TX) 
Hare 
Harman 
Hastings (FL) 
Hastings (WA) 
Hayes 
Heller 
Hensarling 
Herger 
Herseth Sandlin 
Higgins 
Hill 
Hinojosa 
Hirono 
Hobson 
Hodes 
Hoekstra 
Holden 
Holt 
Hooley 
Hulshof 
Hunter 
Inglis (SC) 
Inslee 
Israel 
Issa 
Jefferson 
Jindal 
Johnson (GA) 
Johnson (IL) 
Johnson, E. B. 
Johnson, Sam 
Jones (NC) 
Jones (OH) 
Jordan 
Kagen 
Kaptur 
Keller 
Kennedy 
Kildee 
Kilpatrick 
Kind 
King (IA) 
King (NY) 
Kingston 
Kirk 
Klein (FL) 
Kline (MN) 
Knollenberg 
LaHood 
Lamborn 
Lampson 
Langevin 
Lantos 

Larson (CT) 
Latham 
LaTourette 
Levin 
Lewis (KY) 
Linder 
Lipinski 
LoBiondo 
Loebsack 
Lofgren, Zoe 
Lowey 
Lucas 
Lungren, Daniel 

E. 
Lynch 
Mack 
Maloney (NY) 
Manzullo 
Marchant 
Matheson 
McCarthy (CA) 
McCarthy (NY) 
McCaul (TX) 
McCollum (MN) 
McCotter 
McCrery 
McDermott 
McGovern 
McHenry 
McHugh 
McIntyre 
McKeon 
McMorris 

Rodgers 
Meehan 
Meek (FL) 
Meeks (NY) 
Melancon 
Mica 
Michaud 
Miller (FL) 
Miller (MI) 
Miller (NC) 
Miller, Gary 
Miller, George 
Mitchell 
Moore (KS) 
Moore (WI) 
Moran (KS) 
Moran (VA) 
Murphy, Patrick 
Murphy, Tim 
Murtha 
Musgrave 
Myrick 
Nadler 
Napolitano 
Neal (MA) 
Neugebauer 
Norton 
Nunes 
Obey 
Olver 
Ortiz 
Pallone 
Pascrell 
Pastor 
Paul 
Payne 
Pearce 
Pence 
Perlmutter 
Peterson (MN) 
Peterson (PA) 
Petri 
Pickering 
Pitts 
Platts 
Poe 
Pomeroy 
Porter 
Price (GA) 
Price (NC) 
Pryce (OH) 
Putnam 
Radanovich 
Rahall 
Ramstad 
Rangel 
Regula 
Rehberg 
Reichert 

Renzi 
Reyes 
Reynolds 
Rodriguez 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rogers (MI) 
Rohrabacher 
Ros-Lehtinen 
Roskam 
Ross 
Rothman 
Roybal-Allard 
Royce 
Ruppersberger 
Rush 
Ryan (WI) 
Salazar 
Sarbanes 
Saxton 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schmidt 
Schwartz 
Scott (GA) 
Scott (VA) 
Sensenbrenner 
Serrano 
Shadegg 
Shays 
Shea-Porter 
Shimkus 
Shuler 
Shuster 
Simpson 
Sires 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 
Smith (TX) 
Smith (WA) 
Snyder 
Solis 
Souder 
Space 
Spratt 
Stearns 
Stupak 
Sullivan 
Tancredo 
Tanner 
Tauscher 
Taylor 
Terry 
Thompson (MS) 
Thornberry 
Tiahrt 
Tiberi 
Tierney 
Turner 
Udall (CO) 
Udall (NM) 
Upton 
Van Hollen 
Velázquez 
Visclosky 
Walberg 
Walden (OR) 
Walsh (NY) 
Walz (MN) 
Wamp 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Watson 
Watt 
Waxman 
Welch (VT) 
Weldon (FL) 
Weller 
Wexler 
Whitfield 
Wicker 
Wilson (NM) 
Wilson (OH) 
Wilson (SC) 
Wolf 
Wu 
Wynn 
Yarmuth 
Young (AK) 
Young (FL) 

NOES—41 

Baird 
Boucher 
Brady (PA) 
Clarke 
Costello 

Dingell 
Engel 
Farr 
Fattah 
Grijalva 

Hinchey 
Honda 
Hoyer 
Jackson (IL) 
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Jackson-Lee 

(TX) 
Kanjorski 
Kucinich 
Larsen (WA) 
Lee 
Mahoney (FL) 
Markey 
Marshall 
Matsui 

McNerney 
McNulty 
Mollohan 
Murphy (CT) 
Ryan (OH) 
Sánchez, Linda 

T. 
Sanchez, Loretta 
Sestak 
Sherman 

Skelton 
Slaughter 
Stark 
Sutton 
Thompson (CA) 
Towns 
Waters 
Weiner 
Woolsey 

NOT VOTING—15 

Arcuri 
Conaway 
Doyle 
Edwards 
Faleomavaega 

Fortuño 
Gutierrez 
Hastert 
Kuhl (NY) 
Lewis (CA) 

Lewis (GA) 
Oberstar 
Sali 
Sessions 
Westmoreland 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE CHAIRMAN 
The CHAIRMAN (during the vote). 

Members are advised there are 2 min-
utes remaining in the vote. 

b 2002 

So the amendment was agreed to. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
AMENDMENT NO. 33 OFFERED BY MS. FOXX 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Chairman, I offer an 
amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Clerk will des-
ignate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

Amendment No. 33 offered by Ms. FOXX: 
In title I, under the heading ‘‘Office of the 

Secretary and Executive Management’’, 
after the first dollar amount insert ‘‘(re-
duced by $1,241,000)’’. 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Chairman, this 
amendment would reduce the Office of 
General Counsel in the Office of the 
Secretary and Executive Management 
account to the FY 2007 level rep-
resenting a $1.241 million reduction 
from $14 million to $12,759,000. The 
bill’s current funding level for this of-
fice represents a 10 percent increase 
over FY 2007, enacted. 

There has been at least $105.5 billion 
in Federal spending over 5 years au-
thorized by the House Democrat lead-
ership this year. The current Federal 
debt is $8.8 trillion, roughly $29,000 for 
every U.S. citizen. 

This is growing by over $1 billion a 
day. We know that because every day 
we walk down the halls of these build-
ings here, and we see the signs that the 
Blue Dogs have put out, which remind 
us what the current Federal debt is and 
how much it is for every single U.S. 
citizen. 

Spending on the programs, Medicare, 
Medicaid and Social Security, is out of 
control, and within a generation will 
force either significant cutbacks in 
services and benefits or massive tax in-
creases. We know that is already hap-
pening because the Democratic major-
ity has already recommended the larg-
est tax increase in the history of this 
country through their budget they 
adopted earlier this year. 

The Congressional Budget Office and 
the Government Accountability Office 
have been warning Congress that the 
growth in direct spending, for instance, 
spending that is on autopilot and out-
side the annual spending process, is oc-
curring at an unsustainable rate due to 
well-known demographic trends and 

other factors. That spending, subject to 
the annual spending process, has also 
grown exponentially and must be 
brought under control. 

This amendment is one step of many 
necessary steps enforcing fiscal dis-
cipline and sanity upon the Federal 
Government and out-of-control Federal 
deficit spending. We must restore fiscal 
discipline and find both commonsense 
and innovative new ways to do more 
with less. The Federal budget must not 
grow faster than American families’ 
ability to pay for it. 

We have been hearing a lot here to-
night about fiscal responsibility and 
spending, taxes and deficits. There was 
a lot of talk about these things during 
the last election. I think there is a lot 
of confusion and misinformation out 
there right now, and I want to take a 
few minutes to give people a heads-up 
on what’s going on. 

This debate and all this talk need 
some context and some simple facts. 
Speaker PELOSI said on September 12, 
2006, ‘‘Democrats are committed to 
ending years of irresponsible budget 
policies that have produced historic 
deficits. Instead of piling trillions of 
dollars of debt onto our children and 
grandchildren, we will restore pay-as- 
you-go budget discipline.’’ 

If you want to know exactly what’s 
not going to happen to the Federal 
budget under this Congress, listen to 
that statement. PAYGO will not touch 
a cent of the trillions of dollars with 
which we have saddled our children and 
grandchildren. Furthermore, new 
spending will be proposed and taxes 
raised to pay for it. 

That’s what we are seeing here, and 
that’s what this debate is all about. 
The plan is to spend more than ever, 
repeal tax relief and allow the trillions 
of dollars of unfunded liabilities to go 
on unreformed, all under the veneer of 
fiscal responsibility called PAYGO. 

I am down here now because I want 
people to know this, and to know what 
it means. I want to put this debate in 
context. 

This bill and the others we will de-
bate in the coming weeks mean that 
the Federal Government is going to 
cost you more. You are going to pay 
more than you ever have before in 
taxes. I think we need to talk about 
that. 

People can deny it and spin it any 
way they want, but the cost of the Fed-
eral Government is going to increase 
under the current fiscal plan. This is in 
spite of the fact that Americans al-
ready pay a staggering amount of 
money, but Democrats want more. 
They always do and they always will, 
even though the average American 
worked about 125.6 days in 2005 to pay 
for Federal, State and local spending. 

Guess where the largest part of it 
went. To the politicians right here in 
Washington. In 2005, the average Amer-
ican worked about 83 days to pay for 
Federal spending. Guess what, it’s not 
enough. These numbers are set to in-
crease as far as the eye can see. 

Now, let’s just put Federal spending 
into context. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentlewoman’s 
time has expired. 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Chairman, I ask 
unanimous consent, since the House 
was not in order, for another minute. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentlewoman 
will have another minute, but the 
Chair will, for the edification of all 
Members, point out that the very able 
timekeepers do stop the clock when 
Members are interrupted. 

Is there objection to the request of 
the gentlewoman from North Carolina? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. FOXX. Let’s just put Federal 

spending into context. Do you know 
that the United States Federal Govern-
ment is on track to spend more money 
next year than Germany’s entire econ-
omy in 2005? Germany is and has been 
the third largest economy in the world. 

There are only two countries in the 
world with entire economies larger 
than the U.S. Government budget, the 
United States itself and Japan. Do you 
know that next fiscal year, the fiscal 
year we are considering now, the U.S. 
Government is on track to spend $700 
billion more, $700 billion more. That’s 
more than the entire Chinese economy 
in 2005. 

We are on a spending spree that 
needs to stop. It’s called a tax-and- 
spend policy. That’s the model. It 
hasn’t changed. 

So I urge my colleagues to vote 
‘‘yes’’ on this amendment and make a 
very small dent in this unsustainable 
fiscal policy. 

Mr. PRICE of North Carolina. Mr. 
Chairman, I rise to accept the amend-
ment, but I want to make clear that we 
are doing it in the spirit that we ac-
cepted earlier amendments. That is, if 
no one on the other side of the aisle is 
willing and able to defend the Bush ad-
ministration and their budget request 
and their departmental operations, 
then it’s not clear to us why we should 
take that on. We have had a steady 
stream of invective tonight, a lot of 
ideology, a lot of bureaucratic bashing, 
and not very much attention to the 
specifics of this very carefully drawn 
budget. 

Now, you wouldn’t have known it 
from the last presentation, but let me 
tell you what this amendment does. 
The amendment cuts the funding for 
the general counsel in the Department 
$1.2 million below President Bush’s re-
quest. Now, it’s not about earmarks. 
It’s not about the history of the parties 
and their ideologies. It’s about cutting 
$1.2 billion below President Bush’s re-
quest for the general counsel in the De-
partment of Homeland Security. 

Now, Members can make their own 
decision about whether that’s wise. But 
as for us, we don’t intend to oppose the 
amendment. 

Mr. CAMPBELL of California. Mr. 
Chairman, I move to strike the last 
word. 
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Mr. Chairman, I want to clarify again 

that the gentleman from North Caro-
lina just said that this amendment pro-
posed by Ms. FOXX cuts $1.24 million 
from the President’s request. 

It is true that, in fact, it proposes to 
spend less on the Office of General 
Counsel, which is the attorneys, than 
what the President has proposed. But 
that does not make it a cut. Because 
what it proposes to do is leave the 
spending for the Office of General 
Counsel, for the attorneys, in the Of-
fice of the Secretary and Executive 
Management at exactly the same level 
they had last year. 

I really have a hard time under-
standing how it is always a cut when it 
is less of an increase than you want it 
to be, or than somebody wants it to be, 
in this case, I suppose, than the Presi-
dent wants it to be. But we are not 
looking at this as Republican spending 
or Democratic spending, we are looking 
at it as spending. 

The reason, I am not sure that it’s 
been made quite as clear as perhaps it 
ought to be, that in the Democrats’ 
budget that you all passed a month or 
so ago, where you moved towards a bal-
anced budget, and I take you at your 
word that it’s your intention to, at 
some point, get to a balanced budget, 
but you did it by enacting, proposing, I 
guess it’s the second largest tax in-
crease in American history, which 
means that as you increase spending on 
things, you intend to then balance the 
budget by increasing taxes. 

That is clearly what you are going to 
do. That is what your budget does, and 
you have made it very clear through 
your PAYGO provisions what you in-
tend to do. When you increase spend-
ing, going to balance the budget will 
increase taxes. 

So with this amendment and with 
every other amendment we are looking 
at, we are saying here that we are not 
going to increase spending in the Office 
of General Counsel by $1.2 million. 
That is $1.2 million of additional spend-
ing that will not occur if this amend-
ment passes. 

But that means it is $1.2 million of 
taxes that you all won’t raise if this 
amendment passes. Now that works on 
this amendment, it works on various 
other amendments that will be coming 
up through the evening. So it’s more 
than just an academic exercise about 
whether or not a certain department’s 
budget should be increased. 

b 2015 
It, in fact, affects, Mr. Chairman, 

people at home today now watching 
this. Is this $1.2 million that you want 
to see your taxes increase to spend? I 
think not. I think most of the people 
on this side believe not; and that is 
really what we’re talking about, be-
cause if you say, as you did in your 
budget, that you will increase what-
ever taxes you need to to get to a bal-
anced budget, then this $1.2 million is 
$1.2 million of money that you will 
take out of Americans’ pockets that 
you’re not taking now. 

And it’s really more than that, be-
cause if this were to go in, then next 
year there’s a new base, and it’s a high-
er base, and if you increase it another 
10 percent beyond that, then it’s an-
other $1.22 million; and if you increase 
it again, it’s another $1.44 million. And 
it goes on and on, and so that over a 5- 
year period this $1.2 million magically 
turns into about $6 million or so of peo-
ple’s money that gets spent, and which 
you will propose, undoubtedly, to in-
crease taxes to cover so that you can 
balance the budget. 

We can balance this budget, and we 
can balance it without taking any 
more money out of Americans’ pock-
ets. And we can balance it by passing 
amendments like this and simply ask-
ing government to live with the money 
they have now. This is not a cut, just 
live with the money you have now. 

Can’t this General Counsel’s Office, 
can’t these attorneys operate for an-
other year on the same amount of 
money that they got last year? I think 
they can. 

Mr. DAVID DAVIS of Tennessee. Mr. 
Chairman, I move to strike the req-
uisite number of words. 

Mr. Chairman, I would like to thank 
the gentlelady from North Carolina for 
offering this amendment. Any time we 
can save $1.2 million, I think we ought 
to do it. 

We have Americans sitting across our 
great fruited plain tonight listening to 
this debate. They’ve just gotten up 
from their dinner tables, trying to 
make decisions on how they can bal-
ance their own budgets. 

When we first came to Congress, I’m 
a new Member of Congress. I came out 
of the Tennessee Legislature. When we 
came here, we talked about open gov-
ernment and transparency, and we’re 
going to be the most honest govern-
ment in Congress ever; also talked 
about gas prices are going to be 
brought down rather than go up. Those 
are just some of the things that were 
promised. 

Well, American families are sitting 
around their dinner tables tonight try-
ing to decide how they’re going to bal-
ance their own budget, and they’re 
looking to us here in the Congress to 
make sure that we don’t put an extra 
burden on them by raising their taxes 
and raising these appropriation re-
quests. 

I came to the Congress out of the 
Tennessee Legislature, as I said, and I 
was known for open government and 
transparency. That’s one of the ways I 
was able to win my election. And that’s 
exactly what people want in this Con-
gress. They want a Congress that they 
can feel good about, that we’re going to 
be honest with them and we’re going to 
spend their tax dollars wisely. 

Ronald Reagan once said, we don’t 
have a $1 trillion debt because we don’t 
tax enough. We have a $1 trillion debt 
because we spend too much. And any-
thing we can do to help control those 
tax dollars and that spending is exactly 
what we need to do. 

We need that transparency and that 
accountability as we move forward, 
and we don’t need secret slush funds. 
We don’t need to come in after we pass 
bills, later on, and then drop in pieces 
of legislation called earmarks. That 
was another promise that was made 
during the last elections, that those 
would be open and transparent. We 
don’t need to drop those in later, where 
the American people don’t have an un-
derstanding. 

They understand they’ve got to make 
their house payments. They under-
stand they’ve got to fill up their vehi-
cles and their cars with this gas that 
was going to have lower gasoline 
prices. They understand that. But they 
certainly need to understand, as well, 
what we’re voting on. We need to be 
open and accountable. 

It’s interesting to me, just looking 
back at some of the things that were 
said by the Democrat leadership. Back 
on September 14 of 2006, the Speaker of 
this House said, this is a place where 
we really need to throw up the shades 
and pull back the curtains. We have to 
have the fullest possible disclosure. It 
has to be on earmarks and appropria-
tions and authorizations and on tax-
ation, and it has to be across the board 
with no escape hatches. 

Well, I stand in support of this 
amendment, so we can make sure that 
we throw up the shades and make sure 
that we’re held accountable. 

I’d like, again, to thank the 
gentlelady from North Carolina for her 
leadership on this amendment. 

And with that, I’d like to yield my 
time to the gentlelady from North 
Carolina. 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Chairman, I want to 
say that I thank my colleagues for 
coming and supporting my amendment 
tonight. I thank them for the points 
that they are bringing up. 

The gentleman from Tennessee is 
doing an excellent job in his first year 
here in the Congress. 

I also want to thank my colleague 
from California who made a really ex-
cellent point that is something that 
needs to be made over and over again. 
When we try to cut back additional 
spending, it is always a cut, not raising 
money. Not raising spending is a cut to 
Democrats. And I think that’s a point 
that needs to be made over and over 
again. Not increasing spending is a cut. 
That’s not the way the general public 
sees it. 

I also want to point out the fact that 
we are working very hard to bring us to 
the point where we could have a bal-
anced budget. 

Americans do have to live with a bal-
anced budget. Individual Americans 
have to. They have to live with the 
money they have now. But Congress 
doesn’t do that. And this Congress par-
ticularly is looking for every way it 
possibly can to spend additional money 
and to tax the American public, which 
is certainly taxed enough. 

This seems like, to the majority 
party, that this, again, is a cut. But 
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Everett Dirksen, one of my heroes, 
said, a million here and million there, 
and pretty soon you’re talking about 
real money. That was during the time 
when they were not billions. 

Mr. TERRY. Mr. Chairman, I move to 
strike the requisite number of words. 

Mr. Chairman, I do appreciate your 
patience as some of us exercise our 
frustration and try and make a point 
or two. And I want to commend the 
gentlelady from Virginia for offering 
this amendment to cut $1.241 million 
from the Office of General Counsel and 
the Office of the Secretary and Execu-
tive Management account from the fis-
cal year 2008 level that’s being pro-
posed here. 

It would still be an increase, but 
there’s two areas that I want to high-
light with my frustration, and one is, 
with an overall level of antagonism and 
kind of vitriolic partisanship that’s oc-
curring here, and I think a lot of it’s a 
frustration or results from our frustra-
tion. 

For example, in the last year or so, 
as our friends in the now majority, 
then minority, were bringing up and 
talking about how we were spending so 
much and that we were out of control, 
and I’ve got to tell you, I voted against 
some of our appropriation bills because 
I thought that they were too high. 

The interesting part is when people 
in my district would come up, having 
bought into this rhetoric, I said, but 
you don’t understand that we’re fight-
ing with them every day to keep it as 
low as it is. I said, if they’re in charge, 
just wait. 

Well, here we are with the first bill, 
and it’s a 13.6 percent increase over 
last year’s appropriation. And we had a 
speaker up here earlier that talked 
about building that base. You increase 
it 13.6, and then next year, when you 
increase it 13.6, just the exponential in-
creases in the budget. 

When you look at those that we 
passed last year, we are barely above 
the inflation rate in these discre-
tionary accounts, but yet we were 
criticized by the now majority for 
being too ‘‘spendy.’’ 

So I see the irony, and most of it was, 
you know, we tried to tell people last 
year that this is just their campaign 
nasty rhetoric. But it seems odd to me 
that just their first bill they’re going 
to increase it so dramatically. 

Now, I’ll tell you another area of my 
frustration was coupled with the criti-
cism from the now majority last year 
about earmarks and the process. And 
we passed a bill last year that altered 
the process for earmarks, and it was 
one that I thought was very appro-
priate because it dealt with earmarks 
by spreading sunshine on the process. 
And I really believe that sunshine is al-
ways the best disinfectant. So we 
adopted a process that embraces sun-
shine. What it means is that somebody 
had to have ownership for an earmark 
request, and that the earmark request 
had to go through what we would deem 
regular order, which means you submit 

it to the appropriations subcommittee 
staff, then I would go and testify in 
front of that subcommittee on my ear-
mark; we could have give and take and 
an intellectual conversation about 
that, and it would be then voted upon 
by that subcommittee, which would 
then raise up to the committee level 
where that earmark or that Member 
request would then be reviewed again. 

The most important part of the proc-
ess is when you get it out of the appro-
priations arena and bring it to the 
House floor where everyone can then 
see it and determine whether or not 
there should be an amendment to 
strike that particular provision from 
the appropriation bill. This is when ev-
eryone then gets to be part of the proc-
ess of making sure that it’s a valid, 
well, whatever is determined to be 
valid, but whether it’s not, you know, a 
rainforest in Iowa City or some type of 
pet project like that. 

I remember last year we voted prob-
ably almost on every appropriation bill 
at least a dozen amendments to strip 
out these type of really pet projects 
that just really didn’t mean much for 
the Nation, but certainly may have 
meant something for a neighborhood. 
Now, most of those failed, although I 
voted in favor of most of them. 

Mr. NEUGEBAUER. Mr. Chairman, I 
move to strike the requisite number of 
words. 

Mr. Chairman, I rise in support of the 
gentlewoman’s amendment. You know, 
I think sometimes we get a little crass 
around here and we think, oh, it’s just 
$1 million, it’s just $1.2 million. But 
the people back in the 19th District of 
Texas still think that $1.2 million is a 
lot of money. In fact, it’s their hard- 
earned money that we’re debating on 
the floor of this House tonight. I think 
sometimes we forget that. 

One of the things that I am very 
proud of is the fact that our economy 
has been growing at a very strong rate 
for the last few years. We found a novel 
idea about leaving more of the Amer-
ican taxpayers’ money in their pocket, 
and what happened? The economy 
started getting better, more jobs. 

More people today, Mr. Chairman, 
own a home than any other time in the 
history of this country. More people 
working today than any other time in 
the history of this country. And why is 
that? Because we’re creating jobs. And 
who are creating those jobs? Business-
men all over this country. 

And one of the things that concerns 
me about this budget process that 
we’ve gone down, and it’s been alluded 
to tonight, is really what we’re talking 
about tonight is tax increases, because 
we know that this budget is going to be 
financed with more taxes. 

b 2030 

And, quite honestly, the people in the 
19th District of Texas believe they are 
paying enough taxes. In fact, they be-
lieve that Congress doesn’t have an in-
come problem. It has a spending prob-
lem. And it is one that they are look-

ing to our leadership to begin to solve. 
As was alluded to a while ago, you can-
not spend your way out of a deficit. 

One of the things that concerns me 
most about this budget process is, we 
are also going to be asked to vote on 
things we can’t see right now, but we 
are going to trust somebody. In other 
words, what we are going to do is, we 
are going to be asked to vote on these 
appropriation bills, and then in August 
the chairman of the Appropriations 
Committee is going to tell us what we 
voted on. 

You know what? The people in the 
19th District of Texas voted to send 
RANDY NEUGEBAUER to the United 
States Congress to review legislation, 
review appropriations, determine 
whether they think that that is in 
their best interest, and vote on it. And 
they kind of think that it would be a 
good idea, before I voted on something, 
that I knew what was in that piece of 
legislation. But yet we are going to 
have appropriation bills where we are 
going to vote on those, and then ear-
marks are going to be airdropped into 
those bills and mysteriously are going 
to be revealed to all of us. 

Can you imagine being in your home 
district and the paper calls you up and 
says, ‘‘I see what you voted on.’’ And 
you say, ‘‘I’m sorry. I haven’t read the 
paper this morning. I haven’t seen 
what I have voted on,’’ because the ear-
marks were not disclosed in the bills 
that we are considering. Now, I don’t 
know about in your home district, but 
in my home district that doesn’t make 
a lot of sense. 

What we need is transparency here. 
We have a lot of very smart people in 
Congress, and while the chairman may 
believe he is a very smart person, and 
he may be, I don’t know, but I believe 
that I know more about the 19th Dis-
trict and some of the priorities in that 
community than the chairman of the 
Appropriations Committee. And the 
people in the 19th District are relying 
on RANDY NEUGEBAUER to make sure 
that that interest is represented here. 

Now, one of the things that we have 
to begin to do is to do what we said we 
were going to do. And this group, when 
they got the leadership, they ran on a 
platform of we are going to be more 
transparent, that people are going to 
get to see all of the spending bill at one 
time, that they are not going to be in 
pieces and parts, and there are not 
going to be deals cut in conference; 
that when these spending bills are 
brought to the floor of the House of 
Representatives, we are going to know 
what is in those bills. And that should 
be the way it is. 

But now, as we get into this process, 
we find out that, no, that is not the 
way it is going to be; that we have a 
new rule, and the new rule is that we 
will let you know when it is time for 
you to know. 

Well, you know what? The people in 
America think that the time for a 
United States Congressman to know 
what is in a bill is not after he has 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 05:45 Jun 13, 2007 Jkt 059060 PO 00000 Frm 00061 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K12JN7.164 H12JNPT1m
st

oc
ks

til
l o

n 
P

R
O

D
1P

C
66

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH6302 June 12, 2007 
voted or she has voted on that bill, but 
while and before they voted on that 
bill. 

We said we were going to come down 
and bring these bills onto the floor. We 
were going to look at them, peruse 
them, that we were going to have time 
to look at them. And we have not kept 
that promise, and that is a shame. It is 
a shame that the American taxpayers 
are getting rooked with this appropria-
tion process. 

Mr. BURTON of Indiana. Mr. Chair-
man, I move to strike the last word. 

Mr. Chairman, I have been here in 
this Chamber for a long time, and I was 
here in the minority back in the early 
1980s when my colleagues over there 
were running this place. They ran this 
place for 40 years. For 40 years they ran 
this place, and they ran the budget 
right into the ground and raised taxes 
and spent more money. 

But they became reformed, like some 
ladies of the evening are reformed. And 
they changed their spots and said, we 
have got to do something about spend-
ing in the Congress because the Repub-
licans took over for 12 years, and they 
didn’t like the way we ran this place. 
They said we were spending too much 
money, and they went on a tirade time 
after time, saying that they needed to 
be back in power because they were 
going to be fiscally responsible, and 
they were going to control spending, 
and they were going to do everything 
they did not do for 40 years when they 
had control. 

I used to walk past my colleagues’ of-
fices when we were in charge, and they 
had big signs out in front of their of-
fices: Today the national debt went up 
this much and today spending went up 
this much, and it is all because of the 
Republicans, they were implying. 

Well, they got control back and what 
has happened? They have authorized 
$105.5 billion in new spending over the 
next 5 years. And they complain be-
cause we want to cut $1.241 million out 
of this bill. Just $1.241 million, not bil-
lions but a million. And you don’t like 
that. And we are keeping the spending 
at last year’s level. 

My colleagues on this side of the 
aisle do not want to vote for a balanced 
budget amendment. They will tell you 
they want to balance the budget. But 
when a balanced budget amendment 
comes to the floor, they almost all vote 
against it because they know where 
their power lies, and that is in spend-
ing and taxes, spending and taxes; and 
that is what they are going to do. 

The tax cuts that President Bush and 
this Congress, back in the early part of 
the Bush administration, put in place, 
they want those tax cuts to expire. And 
in Indiana alone, that means that most 
of the people in my State will have a 
$2,200 per person tax increase because 
the tax cuts expire. They want those to 
expire. They want to spend more 
money like they are doing right now. 
They want to extend spending over the 
next 5 years by $105 billion. And yet 
they are the fiscally responsible people 
in this body. 

I would just like to say to my col-
leagues and anybody else who is paying 
attention that they really ought to 
look at history. They really ought to 
look at what the Democrats said before 
they took power, and then they ought 
to look very seriously at what they are 
doing right now. They want more 
taxes. They want more spending. They 
want more control. And that is exactly 
what they did the 40 years they had 
control before the Republicans took of-
fice and the Bush administration. 

There is no question that when we 
were in charge, we spent too much 
money. But compared to them, we are 
pikers. And the American people are 
going to find out once again how much 
these people spend and what big spend-
ers they are and what big taxers they 
are. It is going to happen. 

Hopefully, the American people will 
get the message and put the right peo-
ple back in charge. 

Mr. TIBERI. Mr. Chairman, I move to 
strike the last word. 

Mr. Chairman, I rise in support of the 
gentlewoman from North Carolina’s 
amendment, and I too will echo the 
words of the gentleman from Indiana 
that it is disappointing to see what we 
are doing here tonight; when the Amer-
ican people spoke loud and clear last 
November for transparency, for more 
openness in government, and what we 
have is less transparency and less open-
ness in government. 

I think you will see tonight and to-
morrow a series of amendments that 
will try to strike that balance that the 
American people spoke so loudly about 
in November. 

Tax and spend is back. Today is just 
the beginning. I believe what we will 
see in the next 11 appropriation bills is 
a lot more spending that the American 
people are going to be very surprised 
about. 

With that, Mr. Chairman, I would 
like to yield to the gentlewoman from 
North Carolina. 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Chairman, I appre-
ciate my colleague from Ohio’s yield-
ing to me, and I appreciate the com-
ments that he made. 

I want to also echo how much I ap-
preciate our colleague from Indiana, 
who has been in the House for several 
years and came through a time when 
the Democrats were in the majority. 
And as he points out, they were in the 
majority for 40 years, and they did 
spend this country almost into a situa-
tion where we could not get ourselves 
out of it. And I appreciate his bringing 
that up again. We need to do it over 
and over and over again, reminding the 
American people what they did. 

I, frankly, thought that when they 
took the majority this time that they 
would act differently as they had prom-
ised in the election. But we now have 
what we know is a house of hypocrisy 
because they promised a lot to the 
American people and they have not ful-
filled those promises. 

I have been particularly disappointed 
in the Blue Dogs. As somebody has 

said, there are these charts all over our 
office buildings, and they tell us over 
and over and over that the current 
Federal debt is $8.8 trillion, roughly 
$29,000 for every United States citizen, 
and growing by $1 billion a day. But 
where are those Blue Dogs when we 
need them? Where are they, calling for 
fiscal restraint? They are going right 
along with their leadership, going 
ahead and increasing the deficit every 
day and doing all that they can to in-
crease the deficit. I would like to know 
where they are and why they aren’t 
being responsible, as they promised 
they would be. 

And I want to give us another quote 
to tie into what my colleagues have 
been saying. This is from Speaker 
PELOSI in a floor speech she made on 
January 7: ‘‘After years of historic 
deficits, this new Congress will commit 
itself to a higher standard: pay as you 
go, no new deficit spending. Our new 
America will provide unlimited oppor-
tunity for future generations, not bur-
den them with mountains of debt.’’ 

And yet, as has been pointed out over 
and over and over again, there has been 
at least $105.5 billion in new Federal 
spending over 5 years that has been au-
thorized by the House Democrat lead-
ership this year. That doesn’t sound to 
me like we are committed to a higher 
standard of ‘‘pay as you go, no new def-
icit spending.’’ 

I am also concerned about what this 
is doing to the American public and 
how cynical it is making the people. 
They can’t count on the Democrats to 
do what they said they were going to 
do. 

We have also heard tonight that we 
are trying to slow down the process, 
and I checked about that in terms of 
what happened last year on this bill. It 
took 2 full legislative days to debate 
this bill last year during this process, 
and the Democrats offered over 70 
amendments to that bill. I find it real-
ly ironic that the chairman of the Ap-
propriations Committee now says to 
us, as the Republicans, that we are try-
ing to slow down the process when we 
are exercising our responsibility as 
American citizens to try to slow down 
this incredible spending that the 
Democrats want to do, increase the 
deficit, increase taxes. They are saying 
to us, you are trying to slow down the 
process. 

They wanted this week to do four 
complete appropriations bills. They 
frittered away their time for 3 months, 
blamed it on the minority, saying they 
are not in control of what is going on 
here. 

Mr. PEARCE. Mr. Chairman, I move 
to strike the last word. 

Mr. Chairman, I rise tonight to talk 
a little bit about what we as Members 
of the House owe the American public, 
what the people who elect this House 
deserve and expect. 

The first thing they deserve and ex-
pect is honest conversation. They de-
serve fiscal responsibility. They de-
serve openness and transparency. They 
deserve fairness from us. 
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Now, the bill in front of us, the ap-

propriation bill in front of us tonight, 
spends about $4.3 billion more than the 
same type of bill last year. That is al-
most a 14 percent increase. If you look 
at where the increase is, about $4 bil-
lion is in first responder grants. Now, 
that would seem on the surface of it to 
be adequate and fair. That is some-
thing that the American people might 
like. The first responders do expect and 
deserve good treatment. 

But when we understand from the 
past appropriation processes that there 
is almost $5 billion left in this fund for 
first responders to draw from that they 
have not yet taken out from past ap-
propriations and we go ahead and add 
$4 billion on top of it now, it causes the 
American public to say, Why? What is 
it that we are getting? 

The American public will stand for 
things that seem right and seem justi-
fied, but in order to get the $4 billion 
to put into this fund, our friends on the 
other side of the aisle are increasing 
taxes, the second largest tax increase 
in American history. 

Now, how is that important? 

b 2045 

I will tell you that the Governor of 
New Mexico said it best: Lowering 
taxes creates jobs. The corollary of 
that is also true; raising taxes de-
presses jobs. Raising taxes stagnates 
the economy. It does away with the vi-
tality that any country is looking for. 

So, when Ireland wanted to improve 
its economic state, it began to lower 
taxes. When it lowered taxes on inter-
nal corporations, they had a surge of 
growth. But when they lowered taxes 
on external corporations, companies 
began to move to Ireland and create a 
grand, booming economy and new jobs 
in Ireland, and for the first time in the 
Irish history they have moved their 
economy tremendously forward be-
cause they cut taxes. 

Now, what we are doing in order to 
create the $4 billion in just this one ap-
propriations bill is to raise taxes. We 
are going to stagnate the American 
economy. We have created an about 7.7 
million jobs in the past 2 or 3 years. It 
has been an excellent economy, one 
that started off in a recession, the re-
cession that started at the end of the 
Clinton years, and that recession then 
moved forward. And 9/11 shocked us 
into the recession again; the Global 
Crossing scandal, the Enron scandal, 
the WorldCom scandal that shocked us 
into recession even further. But the 
Bush administration and this Congress 
passed two successive tax cuts which 
began to revitalize the economy, and 
that revitalization is now at risk be-
cause of the way that the Democrats in 
this Congress are willing to put $4 bil-
lion into this one fund that has a sur-
plus of over $5 billion in it. 

Now, the lady from North Carolina is 
taking a small attack on this whole in-
crease. She’s saying, quite simply, let’s 
just don’t pay the attorneys $1.2 mil-
lion that they received. A $1.2 million 

increase is not needed for attorneys. 
The people in this country need good- 
paying jobs, they need a good economy, 
they need a sound economy and a good 
government, and that good government 
is being denied in the guise of pro-
viding another $4 billion into a fund 
that still has a surplus of over $5 bil-
lion to it. 

So, tonight I would recommend that 
we all look carefully at the lady from 
North Carolina’s amendment, and that 
we support it as the first increment of 
many in reducing the cost of this par-
ticular bill. 

The deficit spending for the govern-
ment doesn’t occur one large lump at a 
time, it occurs one small piece at a 
time. And the lady from North Caro-
lina has adequately stated, let’s just 
not do it. Let’s level fund. Let’s fund at 
the same amount that we gave last 
year. 

That is a reasonable thing for the 
American people to want to see. The 
American people deserve and expect 
this fiscal responsibility, for us to 
spend the money as if it were our own 
because they are trusting us with it. 
They put us in a position of steward-
ship over that money, and yet here we 
are throwing the money into a fund 
that is not being spent adequately yet. 
And in order to get more money to put 
in there, we are raising taxes. 

Mr. CARTER. Mr. Chairman, I move 
to strike the last word. 

Well, we are right back doing what 
we said we were going to do because we 
think it’s important. We are talking 
about cutting back the level of admin-
istrative costs that we had last year. 
And you know, for a whole year, al-
most 2 years, the now majority, then 
minority, told us what a lousy job the 
Department of Homeland Security was 
doing, and in some ways I agreed with 
them. Well, I don’t give raises to people 
who do lousy jobs. I don’t think that’s 
the way you ought to do it. I don’t 
think you just automatically get a 
raise in this world, that your depart-
ment should automatically give an in-
crease if you’re not doing the job. And 
in some areas I think a message needs 
to be sent that you hold the line and do 
the job we paid you to do, and you will 
be doing what we want you to do, and 
then we will talk about what your 
needs are for the future. 

But I think the present, going back 
to the 2007 budget numbers, is the prop-
er thing to do. I support the 
gentlelady’s amendment. It is about 
telling the American people that we 
are ready to tighten the belt and show 
fiscal responsibility. We are not willing 
to push spending levels so high, as this 
process is doing in the Democratic 
plan, to where, once again, if you look 
at their budget, and it has been talked 
about tonight over and over, if you 
look at it, it is an inevitable road to a 
massive tax increase, which, quite 
frankly, as my friend from New Mexico 
was saying, is not good for the United 
States. 

So, once again, let’s let the sunshine 
in. As the sun rises over the mountain, 

let it shine on this appropriation bill. 
And let this appropriation bill be open 
to all in the United States. And how do 
we do that? Well, one thing we’ve got 
to do is we’ve got to talk with the 
chairman; he has got to be convinced 
to put some light on the process of ear-
marks. 

And I want to make something very 
clear, Mr. Chairman, nobody on this 
side of the aisle is fighting for their 
earmark. We are asking clearly, what-
ever the process may be, we want to be 
able to see it so we can do something 
about it. The American people told us, 
do something about earmarks. We 
wrote a law that would work, the 
Democrats agreed, and now all of a 
sudden the whole process is behind 
closed doors. And somebody, and I am 
not sure exactly yet who, will be be-
hind those doors to make the decisions 
of how Member-initiated projects will 
be funded. 

This debate is not about Member-ini-
tiated projects. The debate is about let-
ting us see, while we still have a 
chance to do something about it, and 
don’t airdrop this into committee 
where it can’t be done. I don’t think 
this is hard to figure out. I think this 
is an easy process, and that is a process 
that the chairman can work with us on 
and come up with a solution for. 

It is important, Mr. Chairman, that 
we have sunshine upon the earmark 
process. And if we get that, I think we 
will have what the American people 
asked us for in the last election. It is 
very critical. 

Mr. SERRANO. Mr. Chairman, I 
move to strike the last word. 

You know, I tried listening to this 
debate and coming to a conclusion that 
we were discussing something impor-
tant. But here’s my feelings: If I was a 
highly paid Republican consultant, al-
though that’s redundant, but if that’s 
what I was, I would say to you guys 
you are making a terrible mistake; 
somebody misinformed you on what 
bill this is. This is not the Labor-H bill, 
where you would go after labor unions, 
which you always do, where you would 
not care about funding programs for 
education, which you always do, where 
you would leave children behind for a 
long, long time. 

I could understand if you did it there. 
If this was the VA–HUD bill, I could 
understand all these desires to cut be-
cause, what the heck, you send people 
to war, and then you don’t want to 
fund the Veterans Hospital Adminis-
tration. I understand that. You don’t 
want to do housing. I understand that. 
If this was any other bill, I would un-
derstand the strategy. But this is the 
bill that every right-winged radio talk 
show host says you’re the best on, 
homeland security, protecting the 
homeland, making sure that there is 
never another terrorist attack. And 
this gentleman from North Carolina 
(Mr. PRICE) gives you a well-thought- 
out bill that takes care of the needs for 
protecting the homeland, and you 
spend the last X amount of hours try-
ing to tear it apart because we are 
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spending too much time, and it is driv-
ing up the deficit. 

Now, I don’t know how many people 
were around when I spoke the last 
time, and I reminded you that there is 
a deficit; a deficit created by going 
into a war that was built on lies and 
bad information; a deficit created by 
refusing to bring the troops home now, 
or soon, like we had suggested, but 
keeping this war going and spending a 
lot more money; a deficit created by 
reducing the taxes of the richest people 
in the country, while squabbling over 
giving the little guy a minimum-wage 
increase. 

So, all I want to tell you today, as a 
friendly person and kind, gentle-heart-
ed person that I am, is that someone 
has given you some bad information. 
This is not any of those other bills that 
you are known for bashing. This is not 
the one that will leave children behind. 
This is the one that is supposed to be 
the hallmark of your existence as a 
party. This is national security. This is 
protecting the homeland. How could 
you cut this bill? 

But you know something? Mr. PRICE 
is right. If you are not going to protect 
your administration’s programs, then 
we are certainly not going to waste a 
lot of time over here trying to debate 
you on it. So, go ahead and destroy 
protecting the Homeland Security De-
partment. Go ahead and turn your back 
on securing the motherland. Go ahead 
and do it all. We will just stand here 
and wait it out. It may take days, but 
there’s where you’re heading. 

POINT OF ORDER 
Mr. MCHENRY. Mr. Chairman, I have 

a point of order. 
The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will 

state his point of order. 
Mr. MCHENRY. Mr. Chairman, I 

make a point of order that the rules of 
the House state that all discussions 
must be directed towards the Chair. 

The CHAIRMAN. That is true. 
Mr. MCHENRY. And Members should 

be reminded that discussions of debate 
on the floor should abide by decorum 
and direct their comments to the 
Chair. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman’s 
point of order is correct. Many Mem-
bers today have failed to live up to 
that rule. Members should be reminded 
that remarks are to be directed to the 
Chair. 

Mr. MCHENRY. I thank the Chair. 
Mr. MCCOTTER. Mr. Chairman, I 

move to strike the last word. 
I greatly appreciate the compas-

sionate concern of the previous speaker 
for the well-being of the Grand Old 
Party. It seems that compassionate 
conservatism these days is far more 
contagious than many expected and 
even I would have hoped. I will also tell 
you that prolonged exposure to the 
speeches of Ronald Reagan will quickly 
cure you of that. 

I would also like to point out to the 
gentleman, through the Chair, that he 
points out the rich Republican lobby-
ists that this town is so awash in. Well, 

I have good news for him and bad news 
for the rich Republican lobbyists that 
are more highly paid these days than 
the Democrats, as they are now in the 
majority, which is why you will see so 
many foreign cars driving around with 
Kerry-Edwards bumper stickers on 
them in our Nation’s Capital, if not in 
the Motor City where the UAW might 
find them. 

I was told that we are antilabor. As 
the grandson and son of union mem-
bers, whose voting record was better on 
CAFTA than 13 Members of the new 
majority, I take umbrage at that state-
ment. As the son of schoolteachers, 
who has a good voting record on edu-
cation matters, I take umbrage at 
that. And in terms of voting to send 
our troops to war and then not voting 
to fund our veterans, I would point out 
that in the new majority there are 
those who voted to send our troops to 
war and then voted not to fund our sol-
diers. So let us be careful with our ac-
cusations and how we impugn one’s 
motivations. 

Interestingly, we are not content 
with the war overseas, and now we see 
a case where we are going to engage in 
class warfare over here at home at a 
very time when we should be united. 

It is these types of situations that, 
when I try to explain government and 
what I do to my wife and I’s 10-year-old 
daughter Amelia, that I spend a lot of 
time scratching my head, which would 
explain my balding pate, because I find 
this place very frustrating. 

To the gentleman, I know the major-
ity has tried very hard to work on this 
bill, and it has been called a ‘‘delicate, 
well-thought-out document.’’ If that 
were the case, how can $1.2 billion be 
accepted in such a facile fashion at the 
drop of a hat to simply pacify a minor-
ity and to get them to stop addressing 
this bill? $1.2 million remains a lot of 
money. And it would be, I would hope, 
wrong of people to perceive that $1.2 
million could either be taken from or 
put into a bill simply for reasons of 
convenience and operations of the floor 
of the United States House of Rep-
resentatives. 

But these are the problems that tend 
to come with governing, as my own 
party found out. We got to sit in power 
for 12 years, some of us for far less than 
that, and we watched and we watched 
and we watched as the spending and 
the debt continued to mount and our 
Nation’s taxpayers and families and 
our party was no longer entrusted by 
the American people to govern. But I 
remember at the time I would point 
out that a lot of those appropriation 
bills that so many people decried 
throughout that election were vastly 
bipartisan exercises in governance, and 
that there were many votes on this 
side of the aisle for the excessive 
spending, and many votes on the other 
side of the aisle for excessive spending. 
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The rub then came when the major-
ity party at the time, our Republican 

Party, was accused of spending too 
much on too many things and for def-
icit spending. 

Today we flash forward, and what do 
we find? We find a situation where we 
have just recently passed a budget. I 
didn’t vote for it. None of my Repub-
lican colleagues voted for it. But it was 
duly passed. 

What did that budget do? That budg-
et promised billions in new spending in 
reserve accounts. Billions in new 
spending. What else did it promise? 
What else did it promise? It promised 
the largest tax increase in American 
history to pay for it. 

Now, today, as we go through this ap-
propriation process, we see that some 
of the promises they are attempting to 
keep in the new majority. That would 
be the billions and billions in new 
spending. Does one not believe that 
they are going to do everything they 
can to go through and have the largest 
tax increase in American history to 
pay for it, or, in the alternative, they 
will continue to see the deficit and the 
debt mount? 

Mrs. BACHMANN. Mr. Chairman, I 
move to strike the last word. 

Mr. Chairman, I want to thank the 
gentlewoman from North Carolina for 
her wonderful amendment this evening. 

Mr. Chairman, I am new to this body, 
and one thing I found is that in Min-
nesota, we have a little bit different 
definition of ‘‘transparency.’’ 

‘‘Transparency’’ in Minnesota means 
an individual stands on one side of a di-
vide, and they can look through to see 
something on the other. Here in the 
case of this bill, you have the taxpayer 
and you have Members of Congress try-
ing to look through a divide, and what 
they see on the other side is a very in-
teresting definition of ‘‘transparency.’’ 

Mr. Chairman, the first thing that 
they see is a slush fund for earmarks. 
And this is something I don’t quite un-
derstand; the Democrat majority, they 
are leaving lump sums of money with-
out a specified purpose in legislation 
being considered by this House and 
then later authorizing those funds for 
earmarks in a closed-door conference 
committee. It is just a real interesting 
definition of transparency, because the 
Democrats have created now, Mr. 
Chairman, a slush fund for earmarks 
which will be funded by the largest tax 
increase in American history. This is 
just so interesting to me, this new defi-
nition of ‘‘transparency.’’ 

Also a part of this definition is that 
earmarks will no longer be allowed to 
be challenged here on this House floor 
because under the Democrats’ rules, 
Members will be prohibited from chal-
lenging individual earmarks in bills on 
the floor or debating their merit as 
long as there is a list of earmarks in 
the bill. 

But what is interesting, Mr. Chair-
man, is that it won’t matter if this list 
is flat-out wrong, if it is incomplete, or 
whether the earmark which is one that 
a Member would like to debate is miss-
ing from the list. It is just a real inter-
esting definition of ‘‘transparency.’’ 
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The ‘‘truth in labeling’’ that we are 

seeing in this bill is also interesting, 
Mr. Chairman, because earmark-laden 
bills can now be certified as earmark- 
free. Real interesting. I guess it de-
pends on what the meaning of ‘‘free’’ 
is. 

Democrats will be allowing their 
bills to be certified by the majority as 
earmark-free even if they contain ear-
marks. So as long as you take a magic 
wand, Mr. Chairman, and wave it over 
the bill, you can just say, ‘‘Voila, it is 
now earmark-free.’’ It is kind of like 
having fat-free french fries. It is some-
thing we would all love to have, but it 
just isn’t possible. As long as any bill 
is certified by Chairman OBEY as ear-
mark-free, then, under the House rules, 
it is earmark-free. 

This rule was exploited earlier in 
February, Mr. Chairman, by the House 
Democrats when they passed their con-
tinuing resolution that contained hun-
dreds of millions of dollars in taxpayer- 
funded, hidden earmarks, kind of like 
those fat-free french fries. 

The largest tax increase in history, 
Mr. Chairman, is in the budget that 
was passed by the House Democrats, 
and that will likely be the story. Even 
though the majority likes to claim oth-
erwise, they will raise taxes by at least 
$217 billion, Mr. Chairman, in all likeli-
hood most likely $392 billion, and will 
raise marginal rates, except for the 10 
percent rate, and capital gains rates 
and dividend rates and prevent a full 
repeal of the death tax, items the 
American public have indicated they 
are not for. 

Speaker of the House Pelosi had said 
earlier that the budget should be ‘‘a 
statement of our National values.’’ 
Well, not only is this budget, Mr. 
Chairman, the largest in American his-
tory, it will sanction the largest tax in-
crease in history upon more American 
families, because people in Minnesota, 
Mr. Chairman, my home State, will be 
paying an average of more than $3,000 a 
year more to this town, Washington, 
D.C. Again, a very interesting defini-
tion of ‘‘transparency.’’ 

The budget is going to trigger more 
tax hikes, and it will greatly increase 
domestic spending. It will increase 
nondefense appropriations by $23 bil-
lion above what we spent in 2007. That 
is in addition, Mr. Chairman, to the $6 
billion that the Democrats have al-
ready added to the omnibus bill and 
more than $20 billion in the war supple-
mental. 

The American people, Mr. Chairman, 
are very concerned as well about the 
unlimited emergency spending, because 
the Democrat budget is going to aban-
don the emergency set-aside that was 
established in last year’s budget reso-
lution and change what Congress can 
call an emergency, unlimited exemp-
tion, exempting the Senate spending 
bill from any limits. 

This is really, Mr. Chairman, putting 
the next election above the next gen-
eration, something that none of us 
should want to do. The Democrats in 

this bill, unfortunately, have ignored 
the warnings of the entitlement crisis. 
Let’s not forget, we have heard from 
the Comptroller General David Walker. 

The CHAIRMAN. The time of the 
gentlewoman has expired. 

(By unanimous consent, Mrs. 
BACHMANN was allowed to proceed for 1 
additional minute.) 

Mrs. BACHMANN. Mr. Chairman, the 
Democrat majority has once again ig-
nored the dozens of experts, including 
Chairman Greenspan, including the 
Federal Reserve Chairman Ben 
Bernanke, and also the Comptroller 
David Walker, who have pleaded with 
us, pleaded, Mr. Chairman, with the 
Congress and given us repeated warn-
ings about the unsustainable rate of 
entitlement spending. 

This is our upcoming economic tsu-
nami, Mr. Chairman. Their budget has 
turned a blind eye to the impending 
crisis that is coming upon this next 
generation. Who among us can look in 
the eyes of the next generation, know-
ing what we know of the bill that will 
be handed to them for the party that 
we are all having today? Unfunded net 
liabilities. And yet we can stand here 
and do nothing to address the concerns 
and put off any major reform for at 
least 5 years? 

Now is the time, Mr. Chairman, to 
have true transparency, and I am sad 
to say that this bill does none of that. 

Mr. GINGREY. Mr. Chairman, I move 
to strike the last word. 

Mr. Chairman, many of our col-
leagues on the Democratic side of the 
aisle, and I have been listening to this 
debate for the last 5 hours, have la-
mented our efforts to highlight objec-
tions to not only this bill, but also the 
underlying process by which all of the 
appropriations bills, 11, and then 12 
later on, will be brought to the House 
floor this year. 

I believe it is crucial that we take 
this opportunity to register our strong 
opposition to the process, while I rise 
in support of the gentlewoman from 
North Carolina’s amendment to cut 
$1.2 billion out of this homeland secu-
rity appropriations bill, and that is not 
a small chunk of change. But it is a 
process which we believe is neither fair 
nor open nor in the best interests of 
the American taxpayer. 

Late last year the new majority in 
this House assured the American public 
that it would bring transparency and 
openness to the appropriations process 
and specifically to this practice which 
we and the general public very well 
know now, as they campaigned on this 
issue last fall, the practice of ear-
marking. 

At a minimum we believe that this 
commitment, and I think the American 
people believe as well, or they wouldn’t 
have gained the majority, that it would 
equal that of the Republican majority 
in the last Congress, that the sponsors 
of earmarks would be identified in the 
bills themselves, whether they were au-
thorizing bills, appropriations bills, in-
deed even in narrowly drawn tax bills, 

so that Members could debate and chal-
lenge those earmarks if they were 
found to be egregious on the House 
floor. Apparently the Democratic ma-
jority has very different definitions of 
‘‘transparency’’ and ‘‘openness’’ than 
we do and than the American people do 
that elected them to this new major-
ity. 

The respected chairman of the Appro-
priations Committee, the gentleman 
from Wisconsin, how long has he been 
in this body, 39 years? I think he is 
going on his 20th term. He has been a 
former member of and chairman of the 
Appropriations Committee. He is one of 
the most respected Members, one of the 
most knowledgeable Members. He 
clearly knows what he is doing in re-
gard to not putting these earmarks in 
the appropriations bill, which he knew 
would be coming to this floor under an 
open rule so that we could have a free, 
a fair, an open debate. 

We would accept some earmarks. 
They are not all bad. Certainly they 
are not all bad. But the ones that are 
egregious, that we should have an op-
portunity to debate on both sides of 
the aisle and strike. 

Now, the chairman has said, well, 
you know, we are going to go ahead 
after we finish all these bills, these 11 
bills, we are going to publish all of the 
earmarks that we are considering 
airdropping in the conference report. 
They are going to have transparency. 
They are going to see the light of day, 
because we are going to put them in 
the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 2 months 
from now, in August. 

But that does not give the Members 
of this body on either side of the aisle 
an opportunity. Yes, you can see them, 
and maybe it will remove the oppor-
tunity for the Senate to use a point of 
order to strike some of these amend-
ments that have been airdropped be-
cause all of a sudden they have been 
published in the CONGRESSIONAL 
RECORD. That is not the same as having 
the opportunity, Mr. Chairman, on the 
floor to debate and to vote up or down 
some of these egregious earmarks. 

Now, what I want to suggest in my 
time remaining, I want to suggest to 
the chairman of the Appropriations 
Committee, why don’t you simply then 
in August bring a bill? 

The CHAIRMAN. As the Chair held in 
response to the gentleman from North 
Carolina previously, Members must ad-
dress the Chair and not other Members. 
In the same vein, the Chair must cor-
rect the gentleman from Georgia. 

Mr. GINGREY. I thank the Chair-
man. 

Mr. Chairman, what I would suggest 
is that very easily a package of these 
earmarks, I don’t know how many are 
going to be put in the final conference 
report; if there are 30,000 earmarks, 
maybe 15,000 of them in the aggregate 
in these 11 bills will be published in the 
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD and then even-
tually airdropped in the conference re-
port. 

Well, it seems to me, Mr. Chairman, 
that a bill or resolution through the 
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Appropriations Committee could come 
to the floor of this House under an 
open rule, and let us at that point take 
each one of those earmarks, maybe 
specified for each of the 11 appropria-
tions bills, and then have our oppor-
tunity to vote up or down. 

I have been listening to the debate, 
again, like I said, for a couple or 3 or 4 
hours, and nobody has made that sug-
gestion. So I want to try to improve 
the process, Mr. Chairman, and I want 
to make that suggestion to the Demo-
cratic leadership and to the chairman 
of the Appropriations Committee. It is 
not too late to do the right thing. We 
feel like you have done the wrong thing 
and shut the process down. It is not 
what the people want, but it is not too 
late to see the error. 

The CHAIRMAN. The time of the 
gentleman has expired. 

(By unanimous consent, Mr. GINGREY 
was allowed to proceed for 1 additional 
minute.) 

Mr. GINGREY. Mr. Chairman, again, 
the comments that these are dilatory 
amendments, the subcommittee chair-
man from North Carolina saying, well, 
you want to strike a little bit of 
change here and there, and you are just 
trying to slow the process down. In 
some cases, yes. In some cases, like the 
amendment that we are discussing 
right now, the gentlewoman from 
North Carolina, the gentleman from 
Washington Mr. REICHERT, who is a 
ranking member on the subcommittee, 
these are not dilatory amendments. 
These are important policy amend-
ments. 

But we are outraged by the policy. 
And to take my time and make the 
suggestion of what you can do to cor-
rect this, I hope you will take that to 
heart. I hope the chairman, Mr. Chair-
man, will take that to heart and give 
us an opportunity, if not now, at least 
in August, to vote on these earmarks. 
That is exactly what you promised the 
American people, and you need to de-
liver on that promise. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair wishes to 
remind Members, as the gentleman 
from North Carolina pointed out, that 
remarks are to be addressed to the 
Chair. 

The Chair will admonish Members 
not to direct remarks to other Mem-
bers, to the Democratic leadership, or 
anyone other than the Chair. It is not 
that the Chair wants all of the atten-
tion, but the gentleman from North 
Carolina has insisted on the rules, and 
the Committee will abide by them. 

b 2115 

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Mr. Chairman, 
I move to strike the last word. 

I appreciate the opportunity to weigh 
in on this issue, and I commend the 
gentlewoman from North Carolina for 
presenting this issue. 

The hour is getting late, but I think 
it is extremely helpful and extremely 
clarifying for those watching to appre-
ciate that there is a distinction be-
tween the different folks rising this 

evening and drawing attention to the 
amount of spending. 

The gentleman who is presenting this 
bill said in all sincerity that this bill 
wasn’t about earmarks and it wasn’t 
about ideology. Well, Mr. Chairman, I 
would beg to differ. It is all about ide-
ology, and it certainly has a lot to do 
with earmarks. 

The ideology we talk about being 
present in this bill and every other ap-
propriations bill that I have seen that 
has been filed so far is that there is one 
side that believes that spending ought 
to increase to a fare-thee-well. And 
there is the other side which believes 
there ought to be responsibility to that 
spending. 

We have already seen the majority 
party, so far this year, increase author-
ization for spending by over 50 billion 
new dollars. We have already seen the 
new majority adopt a budget which 
has, depending on who you talk to, the 
largest tax increase, or the second larg-
est tax increase, in the history of our 
Nation. That tax increase is to pay for 
the spending. 

So, yes, Mr. Chairman, it is all about 
ideology. It is also about earmarks be-
cause what we have been presented is a 
new policy by the majority party that 
allows for a slush fund, a slush fund for 
earmarks in virtually any appropria-
tions bill that comes to the floor. 

So I commend my colleague from 
Georgia who spoke just before me and 
offered a solution, an opportunity to 
bring greater sunshine and greater 
light to those earmarks. I think that 
was a well-thought-out proposal. 

I suspect there are people watching 
and saying, what is it that we desire? 
Why is it that we are drawing atten-
tion to what we believe to be an egre-
gious rule? Well, Mr. Chairman, I 
would suggest what we desire is a de-
crease in irresponsible spending. It is 
that irresponsible spending that is 
causing tax bills for Americans to 
mount up to unacceptable levels. And, 
consequently, we believe the slush fund 
for earmarks ought to be done with, 
ought to go away. The American people 
ought to know who is spending their 
hard-earned tax money, and they ought 
to be able to hold those folks account-
able. 

I would suggest, Mr. Chairman, that 
the solution to the dilemma in which 
we currently find ourselves is to have 
the chairman of Appropriations or 
somebody in leadership on the major-
ity side say, we won’t do that, we won’t 
bring about any earmarks in a con-
ference committee that aren’t agreed 
to by each and every Member of the 
House individually. Individually, that’s 
what we proposed. In fact, that is what 
we enacted in our own bill, in our own 
rules last session. 

Mr. Chairman, there is a solution to 
this. There is an opportunity for us to 
move onward and make it so the Amer-
ican people are able to have their say, 
to have each and every one of their 
Representatives have their say about 
the kind of spending that is going on 
here in Washington. 

And it is not just our side. If you 
take the words of the Members of the 
new majority from the not-too-distant 
past, after the recent election, when 
the the majority leader said, ‘‘We are 
going to adopt rules that make the sys-
tem of legislation transparent so that 
we don’t legislate in the dark of night, 
and the public and other Members can 
see what is being done.’’ That is a 
quote. 

Here is another quote. ‘‘Words will 
not do it. I have a good relationship 
with Representative ROY BLUNT. I have 
a good relationship with Representa-
tive JOHN BOEHNER. We’ll work to-
gether. We’ll include them in decision- 
making. 

‘‘To the extent that we create an at-
mosphere of mutual respect, the Amer-
ican people will feel more comfortable 
with Congress.’’ 

Mr. Chairman, I suspect you know 
what I know, and that is that the re-
cent data on the respect with which 
the American people hold this Congress 
and this majority is at an all-time low. 
And I would suggest, Mr. Chairman, 
that one of the reasons that it is at an 
all-time low is because of the kind of 
policies that are being put into place 
by this majority that make it so that 
light cannot shine on the amount of 
spending that is being done in this Con-
gress. 

I urge adoption of the amendment. I 
urge a change to the earmark policy. 

Mr. HENSARLING. Mr. Chairman, I 
move to strike the last word. 

First, I want to thank the gentlelady 
from North Carolina for her amend-
ment. And I want to say, Mr. Chair-
man, I am very disappointed by some 
comments I have heard from the other 
side of the aisle that somehow this is 
not a worthy debate. I believe one of 
my colleagues said, I thought I would 
come to the floor and find us debating 
something important. 

How we spend the people’s money, 
how much money we take from hard-
working Americans is a very important 
matter. How much of the bread we take 
off of the table of that hardworking 
teacher in Malakoff, Texas, is a very 
important matter. How much money 
we take from the fireman, the fireman 
in Crandall, Texas, who is working to 
ensure our safety, and how much of the 
bread we take off of his table is a very 
important matter, Mr. Chairman. And 
not just how much money, but once we 
take that money, how we spend that 
money. 

We know that the people, the people, 
decry how the practice of earmarks has 
been practiced in this House. And I 
wished when the Republicans were in 
the majority we would have done a bet-
ter job. I was often disappointed. I, my-
self, don’t request earmarks, although 
I know there are many that are wor-
thy. 

But at least when this party was in 
the majority, they woke up and heard 
the voices of people and said, we need 
reform. We need accountability. We 
need transparency. And Members were 
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given that ability to focus sunlight, 
sunshine, on those earmarks, and they 
were allowed a process by which to 
strike them from the bill. 

Now I read a number of quotes from 
our new Democrat majority leadership. 
The Speaker said, ‘‘I would just as soon 
do away with them,’’ referring to ear-
marks. She said shortly after becoming 
Speaker, ‘‘We have placed a morato-
rium on earmarks until a new reform 
process is in place to ensure the integ-
rity of every earmark that is funded.’’ 
A new reform process. 

So now we discover, Mr. Chairman, 
that the new reform process is to take 
it out of the sunshine, hide it in the 
darkness, take away Members’ ability 
to strike it from the bill, and give that, 
albeit apparently, to one individual 
who apparently is all knowing, all see-
ing, and all powerful when it comes to 
these earmarks. 

I do not believe, Mr. Chairman, that 
the American people will sit idly by for 
this practice. Already the Third Estate 
is letting the people know what is 
going on. I don’t want to personalize 
the debate, but let me paraphrase from 
the Wisconsin State Journal. I won’t 
talk about individual Members, but I 
will talk about the majority. 

The Wisconsin State Journal: The 
Democrats are, and I paraphrase, ‘‘now 
dodging the very reforms they helped 
to generate.’’ This will ‘‘prevent the 
public and most lawmakers from ques-
tioning earmarks until it is too late.’’ 
Wisconsin State Journal, June 7. 

The Cleveland Plain Dealer, ‘‘Five 
months after,’’ and again I paraphrase, 
the Democrat majority, ‘‘took control, 
the promises remain unfulfilled.’’ And 
what we have, ‘‘That’s a secretive proc-
ess, and its final product gets a ‘yes’ or 
‘no’ vote in each Chamber. This means 
earmarks will sail through before the 
press or even most Members of Con-
gress can examine or challenge them.’’ 
The Cleveland Plain Dealer of June 10. 

The Mobile, Alabama, Press Register. 
‘‘Democrats work ATM,’’ automatic 
teller machine. ‘‘But now that they 
control the ATM, the Democrats are 
finding all sorts of excuses to keep the 
earmark dispenser open for business. 
Democrats are reneging on their vows 
of fiscal responsibility just a few 
months after they won their chance to 
load the ATM.’’ The Mobile Press Reg-
ister, June 8. 

And the list goes on and on and on. 
Mr. Chairman, there ought to be a 

message loud and clear from the last 
election. The people want to reform 
earmarks. This bill, this Democrat ma-
jority, this process, takes us in the 
exact opposite direction, and it is one 
more reason we need to support the 
gentlewoman’s amendment. 

Mr. FLAKE. Mr. Chairman, I move to 
strike the last word. 

Mr. Chairman, I think at this time of 
night, it is good to remind those who 
might have been watching or listening 
why we are here. First, this bill is $2 
billion over the President’s request. So 
it is spending that we simply cannot 
justify moving forward with. 

The second reason we are here debat-
ing and still on, I think, the first para-
graph of the bill is that the majority 
has decided to keep earmarks secret 
until this bill passes and until we get 
to the conference report when it will be 
too late to amend or to strike or to 
challenge those individual earmarks. 
That is why we are here. 

The distinguished chairman of the 
Appropriations Committee has said 
that if this process does not go well, we 
may just have to get rid of earmarks 
completely. That would be wonderful. I 
would gladly sit down for the rest of 
the appropriations season if we were to 
do that. 

But if we are not going to get rid of 
earmarks completely, at least we 
should have a process that even the 
majority party has said that we need, 
one that has transparency, one where 
we actually know what is in the bills, 
one that has both transparency and ac-
countability. 

If you have transparency, if you have 
Members’ names next to earmarks and 
an indication what entity that ear-
mark is to support, that is a good 
thing. That is an element of trans-
parency, and it is a good thing that the 
Democrats put that in their reform bill 
in January. It was a good move, and I 
think all of us applaud them for it. 

But what good is transparency if you 
don’t have accountability with it? 
What good is it to know which name is 
next to an earmark if that request let-
ter is just buried over at the Appro-
priations Committee? And none of us 
have seen them; there are some 30,000 
earmark request letters sitting over in 
the Appropriations Committee. 

The distinguished chairman said last 
year that we simply had gotten out of 
control with earmarks and there is no 
way, with the staff that we have, to po-
lice these earmarks. He was right. He 
was right. If you don’t believe him, you 
can ask a couple of the Members who 
are in prison today. We simply haven’t 
policed that process very well. 

I would submit it is beyond reason 
that the Appropriations Committee 
and its staff can alone police 30,000- 
some earmark requests. It is simply 
impossible. So why not release those 
letters and let the other Members see 
them? Some 30,000, if you do the math, 
that amounts to 73 earmarks or so per 
Member. You can’t expect the Appro-
priations Committee to police those 
earmarks. It is beyond them. 

I think they make a valiant attempt, 
and that is great, but it is simply be-
yond reason that you can police that 
many earmarks. So release them. Let 
others see them. Let outside groups 
and others help in that regard instead 
of keeping those earmark requests se-
cret, and keeping earmarks out of the 
bills until those bills pass and then 
drop them in at a time when it is too 
late to challenge them. 

If you want transparency, that’s 
great. Let’s have it. Let’s also have ac-
countability. That is what we want 
with this process, and that is why we 

are here tonight. That is why we are 
only on the first paragraph of this very 
large bill. 

I would suspect until we reach an 
agreement that either we will have no 
earmarks, which would be the best in 
my view, until we reach that kind of 
agreement; or we will proceed under a 
different fashion, we will say we are 
going to have real accountability, real 
transparency, 

I think we are going to have this 
same kind of activity. 

b 2130 

Because I think that this institution 
deserves better. Certainly the tax-
payers deserve better than the process 
that they have been given over the past 
several years. 

So I’m pleased that the gentlewoman 
has offered this amendment. I do sup-
port it. There will be many more 
amendments, I believe, tonight. I plan 
to offer others myself. 

Mr. MCHENRY. Mr. Chairman, I 
move to strike the requisite number of 
words. 

We’ve had a long discussion tonight 
about my colleague from North Caro-
lina’s amendment. I certainly thank 
her for offering it. I think we’ve had a 
healthy debate about the size and scope 
of government. 

I think what the American people un-
derstand, Mr. Chairman, is that we 
should have this debate on the House 
floor. Mr. Chairman, our colleagues 
should have this grand debate about 
whether or not to increase the size and 
scope of government, even in areas of 
grave national importance. This is a 
serious debate. This is a very serious 
debate, and I think the American peo-
ple should be proud of the kind of de-
bate we’re having today on the House 
floor. 

As a conservative, I can see that 
there’s waste, fraud and abuse in all 
areas of government, even in the De-
partment of Homeland Security. I 
think we should be wise with how we 
spend the taxpayer dollar, even in the 
Department of Homeland Security. 

Even if this President requested tons 
more money, billions more money, as a 
conservative I would say, no, Mr. Presi-
dent, we don’t need those billions of 
dollars in new spending. And I must 
tell you, as a conservative I’ve been 
outspoken, trying to hold this Presi-
dent accountable when it comes to 
spending. 

Yet my Democrat colleagues, Mr. 
Chairman, would say the President re-
quested money, more money for the 
Department of Homeland Security. I 
think that was valid in this time of 
war, in this time of great national se-
curity issues. 

The President requested more money 
for intelligence spending; yet this 
Democrat majority in this House, Mr. 
Chairman, said no to the President’s 
increase when it came to intelligence 
spending. Instead, Mr. Chairman, the 
majority decided to spend intelligence 
money on this debate about climate 
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change, about global warming. I’m not 
exactly sure, Mr. Chairman, what this 
majority was thinking when they allo-
cated intelligence resources, intel-
ligence money to the debate on global 
warming, but they did. They said that 
was just. 

When the President requested more 
money for homeland security, a $3 bil-
lion increase over last year’s funds, the 
Democrats said that is not enough, and 
they went $2 billion over that. Mr. 
Chairman, even in Washington, D.C., $2 
billion is a lot of money. 

We know that the Department of 
Homeland Security’s well funded, and 
what we’re having a debate on here 
today, tonight, Mr. Chairman, is 
whether or not we should lard up the 
Department of Homeland Security with 
more bureaucrats at the top level; not 
people that are screening the airports 
at the lowest level, not people who are 
out gathering intelligence at the low-
est level, but they’re larding it up for 
the Secretary’s budget, for the man-
agement’s budget. They’re not allo-
cating money to get it out on the 
streets. They’re allocating money for 
more bureaucrats here in Washington, 
D.C. And as a conservative, even if it’s 
a Republican in the White House and a 
Republican administration, I will say 
no to that. We don’t need more bureau-
crats here in Washington, D.C. 

We need more agents out on the 
streets tracking terrorists. We need 
more intelligence capabilities out in 
the streets, catching the bad guy, find-
ing out what they’re doing, how they’re 
plotting and planning against us. 
That’s the debate we should have here 
on this House floor, Mr. Chairman. 
That’s the debate the American people 
want and deserve. 

Mr. Chairman, this is an important 
debate about how we’re going to allo-
cate our homeland security dollars. 
Should we put it with more bureau-
crats sitting in an office in Wash-
ington, D.C., or should we spend that 
money in a better way, to make sure 
when you go to the airport you have an 
airport screener, somebody to get you 
through that line effectively, people 
that are well-trained to track the bad 
guys through our intelligence capabili-
ties, that actually have good plans in 
place if, God forbid, heaven forbid, we 
have another attack? We don’t need 
more money for bureaucrats in Wash-
ington. We need more funding to get 
the bad guys. 

Mr. Chairman, we have a serious de-
bate here tonight, and I think this has 
been a very worthy debate of this 
House. My friends and colleague, Mr. 
Chairman, have all stated their opin-
ions tonight, and I think there’s a good 
consensus from the American people, 
good consensus from the American peo-
ple that we need to cut spending to a 
greater degree. 

Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey. Mr. 
Chairman, I move to strike the last 
word. 

Mr. Chairman, the 110th Congress 
now under Democrat leadership, we’re 

6 months into this Congress now. If you 
think about it, that’s one-quarter of 
the way toward the completion of this 
term. The American public at home 
should be thinking, what has this new 
Democrat leadership wrought in many 
different areas? 

What has it wrought? The largest tax 
increase in U.S. history, the breaking 
of promises during the campaign of 
openness, the repealing of transparency 
that the previous majority had insti-
tuted, repealing of the openness in the 
area of earmarks and budget process 
reform. 

And now on top of that, on top of the 
largest tax increase in history, on top 
of the repealing of transparency and 
openness, slush funds, slush funds in 
the very appropriations bills that the 
majority campaigned on that they 
would bring a new air of relief to this 
House. 

The other side has said they were 
trying to slow down the process, that 
the amendments that we make are not 
about the bills. Well, Mr. Chairman, 
this bill is a homeland security bill, 
and as long as I have breath, I will 
come to this floor and speak about try-
ing to improve homeland security in 
the legislation that passes this House. 

I represent a district that was tre-
mendously impacted by 9/11. I do not go 
to a county in my district where I do 
not meet victims of 9/11 or family 
members or people who did business 
with or are related with victims of 9/11. 

While the rest of the world and the 
rest of this country may see 9/11 as 
something that is going by year after 
year and less and less part of their 
lives, mine is a district that remembers 
it every day. Mine is a district that re-
members it every year still on its anni-
versary. 

So, homeland security legislation, 
and amendments such as this one 
which work to try to improve that leg-
islation, are incredibly important to 
me. And more important than that, it 
is incredibly important to my district. 

This piece of legislation that’s before 
us deals with the financial aspect of 
homeland security. Quite candidly, this 
is not just a matter of dollars and 
cents when we talk about dollars and 
what we spend here in Washington. 
What we spend here impacts upon the 
Federal budget, but more important 
than that, it impacts upon the family 
budget. 

What the average family in Bergen 
County, Sussex County, Passaic Coun-
ty, Warren County have to do every 
day in their lives in order to get by is 
impacted by what we do on this floor 
and what we will do on this amend-
ment later on tonight on how much we 
spend. It may be vast numbers here in 
Washington, but it is dollars and cents 
back at home. 

I have the honor to serve on the 
Budget Committee, and on that com-
mittee for the 4-plus years that I’ve 
been here, I felt there was one thing 
that both sides of the aisle generally 
agreed to, I thought, and that was that 

we have a problem in this country with 
regard to our deficit. The difference, 
however, is on how to resolve that 
issue. 

The one side, as we see now in con-
trol, sees that problem and continues 
to exacerbate it by spending more, 
more than the President asked for, 
more than this side of the aisle would 
suggest is needed, more than the Amer-
ican public would think that we should 
be spending on the American Federal 
budget. 

We had looked to the other side after 
this last election to give us relief and 
give us reform, and what did they give 
us instead? The largest tax increase in 
history and significant spending on top 
of that. I guess the two really go hand 
in hand. If you are going to enlarge 
budgets without end, well, you’re going 
to have to look back to the American 
public and ask them to dig ever deeper 
into their pockets, into their wallets 
and send it here to Washington. You’re 
going to have to ask the American pub-
lic to send their hard-earned tax dol-
lars to Washington to spend on bureau-
crats in offices and other such matters 
as opposed to allowing the American 
public to keep it for themselves, for 
their health care need, for their chil-
dren’s education, for their food and 
their housing. 

The CHAIRMAN. The time of the 
gentleman has expired. 

(By unanimous consent, Mr. GARRETT 
of New Jersey was allowed to proceed 
for 1 additional minute.) 

Mr. GARRETT of New Jersey. Mr. 
Chairman, I commend the gentle-
woman for her amendment, even 
though the amount that she’s looking 
to reduce in the scheme of things is 
merely a de minimis amount as we 
look at it here in Washington. 

But let me tell you when we get 
home and we are able to tell them that 
we were able to start the process of re-
turning the dollars back to you, the 
American taxpayer, and still provide 
the significant and essential homeland 
security that is vastly important to 
the people in my district, they will say 
to this side of the aisle and to the 
other side of the aisle as well that they 
agree with us; job well done. 

AMENDMENT OFFERED BY MR. MCHENRY TO 
AMENDMENT NO. 33 OFFERED BY MS. FOXX 
Mr. MCHENRY. Mr. Chairman, I offer 

a second-degree amendment. 
The Clerk read as follows: 
Amendment offered by Mr. MCHENRY to 

amendment No. 33 offered by Ms. FOXX: 
Strike ‘‘$1,241,000’’ 
Replace with ‘‘$8,961,000’’ 

Mr. MCHENRY. Mr. Chairman, the 
amendment before us today is a sec-
ond-degree amendment to my col-
league from North Carolina’s amend-
ment to the bill. 

This second-degree amendment is 
very simple, very straightforward. In-
stead of striking $1,241,000 from this 
legislation in the Secretary of Home-
land Security’s personal budget for his 
office, we’ve increased that number to 
actually $8.9 million. 
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What this amount difference is a re-

sult of the debate we’ve had here on 
the floor. What is very good is that 
we’ve had an open debate, an open rule, 
one of the rare that we’ve had in this 
new Democrat majority, Mr. Chairman. 
This open rule has allowed a free form 
of debate, which has allowed all my 
colleagues to engage in this discussion 
about decreasing the size and scope of 
government and curbing the excess of 
the growth of bureaucracy here in 
Washington. 

As a result of this debate, I’ve ana-
lyzed the last amendment debates we 
had. My colleague from California (Mr. 
CAMPBELL) offered an amendment that 
would take the Secretary’s budget 
back to the 2007 level. His amendment 
would reduce the spending by $9,961,000. 
Well, that amendment failed, unfortu-
nately. I’m very happy, though, that 
my colleague from California offered 
it, though, because the House got to 
vote on fiscal discipline, and 201 Mem-
bers of this body voted in favor of 
striking that $9,961,000 from the bill. 
Unfortunately, though, 221 voted ‘‘no,’’ 
so the amendment failed. 

Well, watching the last series of 
votes, I also noticed that our col-
leagues voted to strike $79,000 from the 
Secretary’s budget, as well as $300,000 
from the Secretary’s budget, which 
through this debate I really analyze 
that. I really had to think about those 
votes and see what the will of the body 
was on restraining government spend-
ing and the rise in growth and the bu-
reaucracy here in Washington. 

b 2145 

What I realized is that maybe my col-
leagues weren’t ready to cut $9.9 mil-
lion. But perhaps, just perhaps, we 
could try this out and see if my col-
leagues would cut $8.9 million. Now, 
it’s not quite as much as I would like 
to cut from the fat of the Secretary’s 
budget, but it’s close. It’s a savings to 
the taxpayers. 

So let’s try this out. Let’s have a 
vote on this; let’s have a debate on 
whether or not we can cut $8.9 million 
from a budget, if I may state, from a 
budget as proposed in this Chamber of 
$36 billion, if I have that correct. Can 
we cut $8.9 million from a $36 billion 
budget? 

Well, my colleagues, 221 of them said 
‘‘no’’ to this cutting $9.9 million. Let’s 
see if they will cut $8.9 million; it’s 
close, and it’s $1 million. The American 
taxpayers understand the difference in 
$1 million. But if we could cut $8.9 mil-
lion, I think we would be happy. It 
would be a step in the right direction. 

I hope my colleagues concur. 
My colleagues would say ‘‘yes’’ to 

cutting $300,000 from this $36 billion 
bill. They cut $300,000. They cut $79,000. 
But I wonder if my colleagues would, 
instead of cutting $1.2 million, which 
my colleague from North Carolina 
seeks to do, if they would cut $8.9 mil-
lion. 

Let’s try this out. Let’s have a de-
bate on whether or not $8.9 million is 

enough money to cut from this $36 bil-
lion bill. Let’s see if we can return that 
money to the taxpayers. Let’s see if we 
can reduce the deficit so we can bal-
ance this budget. Let’s see if we can 
cut spending so we can continue the 
tax cuts and continue the economic 
growth that we have seen over the last 
5 years. Let’s see if we can make sure 
that the American taxpayers get to 
keep more of what they earn. Let’s see 
if we can cut off some fat, even just a 
little fat from the Department of 
Homeland Security. Let’s see what we 
can do to reduce bureaucracy here in 
Washington. 

I am not sure if $8.9 million is the 
right amount, but I would like to hear 
from my colleagues to see if they agree 
or if they disagree. 

The CHAIRMAN. The time of the 
gentleman has expired. 

(By unanimous consent, Mr. 
MCHENRY was allowed to proceed for 1 
additional minute.) 

Mr. MCHENRY. I would like to hear 
from my colleagues on whether or not 
$8.9 million, $8,961,000 is the right 
amount to cut from this $36 billion bill. 
I’d love to hear this debate. Some may 
say it’s 10 million, others may say it’s 
6 million. Let’s have this debate. It’s 
only 10 minutes till 10:00 tonight. 

We have plenty of time to continue 
this debate. The American taxpayers 
can watch us here on C–SPAN and see 
what good work we are doing here in 
Washington and see if we are being ef-
fective with their dollars. 

Mr. PRICE of North Carolina. Mr. 
Chairman, I rise to offer a modest re-
ality check. I hope that’s helpful. 

The gentleman from North Carolina 
gives an impression of great precision 
in wanting to cut $8,961,000, and he sug-
gests that we might want to debate to-
night whether that’s exactly the right 
figure. He suggests that without indi-
cating, as far as I can tell, any fact or 
any premise on which this very precise 
number is based. So we will await that 
with interest, exactly why this much 
and no more and no less. 

Let me offer a little reality check in 
the form of the language from the com-
mittee report. Our committee rec-
ommended $14 million for the general 
counsel. 

By the way, that’s the start of under-
standing this. This isn’t about bureauc-
racy, in general. It’s not about govern-
ment fat, in general. It certainly has 
nothing to do with entitlements. It’s 
not even about the Secretary’s office, 
in general. This is about the general 
counsel’s office at the Department of 
Homeland Security. This figure was ar-
rived at after close consultation with 
that office. We recommended $14 mil-
lion for the Office of General Counsel. 

Now, we didn’t give them everything 
they wanted. President Bush requested 
$1.2 million above this. We cut that. We 
did not grant that full amount. 

Now, 77 staff, 77 is what that appro-
priation pays for or would pay for. 
That’s equal to the current on-board 
strength. We do say in the report, and 

maybe the gentleman disagrees with 
this, that as vacancies arise in the of-
fice, the committee directs the Depart-
ment to fill the vacancies with posi-
tions dedicated to CFIUS reviews and 
fiscal law. 

Now, CFIUS, you might remember, is 
the Committee on Foreign Investments 
in the United States, better known by 
reference, perhaps, to the Dubai ports 
deal. You will remember a great deal of 
discussion in this body on both sides of 
the aisle on how CFIUS needs to be 
beefed up and do a better job. We don’t 
want to have another Dubai ports deal. 

That’s what we are responding to in 
consultation with the Department. 
They need some positions dedicated to 
those CFIUS reviews so that we do 
them right. Is there something wrong 
with that? Is there something wrong 
with the number 77? 

That’s the rationale. Since nobody 
else has provided it, I will. That’s the 
rationale for what the committee has 
done here, as we said, not granting ev-
erything that the administration want-
ed, but trying to make certain that the 
staff has the strength they need to ful-
fill their present obligations and to 
move in this new direction which 
CFIUS has provided. I hope that’s help-
ful. 

Mr. TERRY. I move to strike the last 
word. 

I do appreciate the gentleman’s sec-
ondary or second-degree amendment. 
The good chairman stood up and gave 
an eloquent argument about what the 
primary and secondary amendment is 
not about. But what it is about, in my 
opinion, is the hypocrisy in two dif-
ferent areas, the hypocrisy of having 
boards out front of their offices talking 
about the mounting debt and then the 
first appropriation bill increasing the 
discretionary spending by 13.6 percent. 
Then, also, the hypocrisy of talking 
about a culture of corruption and how 
it spills over to earmarks. 

Well, the way to cure that is trans-
parency. The first appropriation bill 
out of the block hides them so we can’t 
debate them on the House floor. That’s 
what this is about. This is why we’re 
upset and coming to the floor and dis-
cussing this issue. I’m very frustrated 
with this process of hiding these ear-
marks. 

Well, they are not being hidden, they 
are just not being included in this bill 
so they can be dropped in at a later 
date, at a time when we don’t have an 
opportunity to review them and deter-
mine them on an individual basis, the 
merits or lack of merit for any specific 
project listed. That’s atrocious. 

What’s mostly atrocious and frus-
trating and hypocritical about it is the 
fact that these folks campaigned on re-
forming that, and they were the ones 
to throw out all the good forms of 
transparency so they can hide them 
from us. 

That’s wrong, and that’s why we’re 
down here. That’s why we’re down 
here, to show our frustration with 
blowing the lid off the spending now 
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and hiding these earmarks at a time 
when the people want to know what 
we’re doing with earmarks here. They 
want them to stop. At the very least, 
they want to make sure that they’re 
valid ones and not Members’ pet 
projects. 

Now, the gentleman from North 
Carolina with the second-degree 
amendment, you indicated you wanted 
to expand what Chairman PRICE men-
tioned as well. 

I yield to the gentleman. 
Mr. MCHENRY. I thank my colleague 

from Nebraska for yielding. 
Let me answer the chairman’s ques-

tions, because I do appreciate my col-
league’s leadership, and he has crafted, 
largely, a good bill. 

My disagreements are oftentimes 
with my Republican administration, 
my colleague in the White House who 
is of my same party. What they have 
requested here is a good bit more bu-
reaucracy at the top. 

Let’s face it, they have mismanaged 
the Department of Homeland Security. 
Look at the response to Katrina. I 
agree wholeheartedly with my Demo-
crat colleagues. But I am of the opin-
ion that simply because they have mis-
managed does not simply mean you add 
to their budget. 

I appreciate my colleagues’ clapping. 
I appreciate my colleagues on the other 
side of the aisle clapping for me. That 
is so wonderful. I am excited about 
that. I am hopeful they will vote for 
my amendment, especially my good 
friends back there. 

But let me tell you something. What 
I am attempting to do is get the num-
bers back to last year’s spending level, 
to make sure we maintain this. My col-
league from North Carolina said he 
spoke with the administration and re-
alized that they wanted this amount of 
money. I have spoken with the tax-
payers. They want some more of their 
money back. They don’t want to deal 
with tax increases. 

We need to get back to closer to last 
year’s spending levels on management 
of the bureaucracy. We saw how the 
border is still porous. Let’s put that 
money into the border. 

We see how FEMA was mismanaged. 
Let’s pour that money into getting 
people out there with supplies when 
catastrophic events come. But let’s not 
spend on our bureaucracy here in 
Washington. Let’s bring those numbers 
back closer to last year’s budget levels. 

Mr. TERRY. Thank you for your ex-
planation. I think, coming here with 
amendments that cut the amount of 
this bill, even if we can reduce it from 
13.6 to 13 percent or down to something 
reasonable like the rate of inflation, 2 
or 3 percent or 4 percent, then at least 
that puts it in the realm of what’s rea-
sonable. But this hypocrisy is just real-
ly frustrating me. 

Mr. ISRAEL. Mr. Chairman, I move 
to strike the last word. 

I was watching this debate on my tel-
evision in the office. I am not sure 
whether I was watching C–SPAN or the 
Twilight Zone. 

When I hear some of our colleagues 
come to the floor and express their 
concern over earmarks, my question is, 
what is so important? I will yield to 
anyone on the other side. What is so 
important about any specific earmark 
that you have that it has to be rushed 
to passage tonight, that it cannot 
stand the scrutiny of this body? 

If you can tell us what specific ear-
mark you have requested that should 
not be studied, if my colleagues will re-
member, the problem was not that we 
studied earmarks; the problem is that 
they were bulldozed to passage without 
proper scrutiny, without proper vet-
ting. 

Well, guess what, we are running an 
intervention here. We are going to save 
you from yourselves. We are not going 
to allow you to continue to bulldoze 
these earmarks. 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE CHAIRMAN 
The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will 

address his remarks to the Chair. 
Mr. ISRAEL. Mr. Chairman, we are 

not going to allow them to continue to 
rush these earmarks to passage with-
out the proper scrutiny and to make 
sure the American people never again 
have to read headlines of Members who 
are incarcerated because of abusive 
earmarks. We will not tolerate those 
abuses. 

So I would ask, I would yield time to 
the gentleman if will tell us specifi-
cally what earmarks he feels so pas-
sionate about that he has requested 
that should be passed tonight rather 
than being scrutinized by the profes-
sionals of the Appropriations Com-
mittee and debated. 

Mr. MCHENRY. Mr. Chairman, I 
would be happy to entertain this ques-
tion. I thank my colleague for yielding. 

I would say this. We have no idea 
what the earmarks are in this bill, be-
cause they are not in the bill. 

Mr. ISRAEL. I reclaim my time. I 
will yield to the gentleman if he can 
publicize for us tonight what specific 
earmarks he has requested. 

Mr. MCHENRY. You are asking the 
same question. We are asking because 
we don’t see any earmarks in this bill 
because you intend to drop them in 
during a private meeting. 

Mr. ISRAEL. I reclaim my time. 
I will yield to the gentleman if he 

can answer this question. Does the gen-
tleman know what earmarks he sub-
mitted to the committee? 

b 2200 

Mr. MCHENRY. Yes, none. 
Mr. ISRAEL. Does the gentleman 

from Nebraska know what earmarks 
he’s submitted to the committee? 

Mr. TERRY. Yes. I did not submit 
any. 

Mr. ISRAEL. I reclaim my time. The 
gentleman has requested no earmarks 
in any appropriations bill on any ap-
propriations bill? I’ll yield to the gen-
tleman. Ever. 

Mr. MCHENRY. Yes, I have, and I 
publicized it at home. I publicize the 
ones I do ask. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman 
from New York has the time. 

Mr. ISRAEL. I will reclaim my time. 
The gentleman who has railed about 
the evil of earmarks has just acknowl-
edged that he has requested earmarks. 
I would ask the gentleman what ear-
marks has he requested that are so im-
portant that they should not be studied 
by the Appropriations Committee so 
that we avoid the abuses of the last 
Congress? I yield to the gentleman. 

Mr. MCHENRY. I ask for full public 
scrutiny, not just a private meeting be-
tween party leaders in this body. 

Mr. ISRAEL. Mr. Chairman, I re-
claim my time. The gentleman still 
has not told us what earmark that he 
has requested is so vitally important 
that it should not be scrutinized. 

Mr. BACHUS. Would the gentleman 
yield? 

Mr. ISRAEL. I will yield to the gen-
tleman if he can answer my question 
about what specific earmarks he has 
requested that are so important that 
they cannot be scrutinized. I will yield 
to the gentleman. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman has 
just declined to yield to the gentleman 
from Alabama. He has said he would 
yield to the gentleman from North 
Carolina. 

Mr. MCHENRY. Has the gentleman 
yielded? 

Mr. ISRAEL. I am yielding to the 
gentleman if he can answer my ques-
tion. 

Mr. MCHENRY. Mr. Chairman, his 
question is impossible to answer. Under 
the rules of this House that the Demo-
crats have written, they do not pub-
licize the earmarks requested by Mem-
bers. 

Mr. ISRAEL. I reclaim my time, Mr. 
Chairman. 

Mr. Chairman, I am asking the gen-
tleman to tell us, despite what he may, 
his interpretation of the rules, whether 
he knows what earmarks he has re-
quested. He said he does know what 
earmarks he has requested. 

I then asked him, Mr. Chairman, to 
share that information and explain 
why these should not be studied to 
avoid the kinds of abuses and jail sen-
tences that occurred in the past, Mr. 
Chairman. 

I will yield back to the gentleman. 
The CHAIRMAN. The gentlewoman 

from North Carolina (Ms. FOXX) is rec-
ognized on the secondary amendment. 
Having not spoken on the secondary 
amendment, the gentlewoman is enti-
tled to recognition for 5 minutes. 

The gentlewoman yields to the gen-
tleman from Alabama. 

Mr. BACHUS. I thank the Chairman, 
and let me attempt to answer the ques-
tion. 

The question is really not whether 
the gentleman from North Carolina ob-
jects to an earmark. It’s not whether 
the gentleman from New York is for an 
earmark. 

Really, this is the people’s House, 
and it’s really up to the people to make 
the final judgment on each and every 
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one of these earmarks, and the people 
simply don’t know what these ear-
marks are. This is the people’s House, 
and we’ve been told there are earmarks 
in this bill, there will be earmarks 
added in conference. We’re told that 
the professionals on the Appropriations 
Committee are reviewing these ear-
marks. They’re making a determina-
tion. That’s what it’s about. 

I grew up in Birmingham, and there 
was a Scripps Howard newspaper in 
Birmingham, and it had a searchlight 
on the front page. I’m sure some of you 
had a Scripps Howard newspaper in 
your community, and that was the 
truth going out, the light. 

The gentleman from North Carolina 
says he doesn’t know anything about 
these earmarks. I don’t know anything 
about these earmarks. The gentleman 
from New York may know all about 
them. The chairman of the committee 
may know about them. But really, the 
truth is that who ought to know, and 
who has a right to know and a right to 
make that judgment in each and every 
case is the people we represent, the 
people of the United States. It’s their 
money. It’s not our money. 

And that’s what’s so wrong with this 
process tonight. We are arguing among 
ourselves that this Member doesn’t 
have the right, or this Member knows 
more than this Member, when the 
truth is it’s the American people that 
have the right to know. They have the 
right to disclosure. This is their House. 
This is their money. And they have the 
right to make decisions about each and 
every one of these earmarks that some 
of us know about and some of us don’t 
know about. 

Now, I would say this. The American 
people don’t know how many earmarks 
are in this bill or how many earmarks 
will be in this bill. We’re going to be 
asked to pass, we represent, we each 
represent, 6-, 700,000 citizens, and we’re 
going to be asked tomorrow or the next 
day to vote on this bill, to vote ‘‘yes’’ 
or ‘‘no.’’ 

We’ve already been told there will be 
earmarks added to the appropriation 
bill, but it won’t be until all the bills 
are passed that they’ll go to con-
ference, and a few select Members, rep-
resenting probably 10 percent of the 
American people, they will add the ear-
marks. The American people will not 
ever know what these earmarks are 
until they’re passed into law. 

Now, you know, I will tell the gen-
tleman from New York, I don’t care if 
you tell me about the earmarks. 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE CHAIRMAN 
The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will 

address his remarks to the Chair. 
Mr. BACHUS. I care about the Amer-

ican people. They have a right to know. 
They have a right to disclosure. 

Mr. OBEY. Mr. Chairman, I move to 
strike the last word. 

Let me, once again, not that anyone 
on the other side of the aisle is inter-
ested in listening to facts, but let me, 
once again, cite what the facts are. We 
keep hearing this mythical, robotic 

claim from the other side of the aisle 
that somehow these earmarks are 
going to be dropped in in conference. 

Well, it is not our fault that you 
couldn’t finish the budget last year and 
we had to finish your work. It is not 
our fault that you couldn’t finish the 
work on the Iraqi bill for 2007, so we 
had to spend the last 3 months cleaning 
up your mess on that one. 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE CHAIRMAN 
The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will 

address his remarks to the Chair. 
Mr. OBEY. It is not our fault that we 

had to spend at least 60 days answering 
questions from the San Diego pros-
ecutor about shenanigans that oc-
curred on your side of the aisle in the 
last year. That occupied the staff for 
an incredible amount of time. 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE CHAIRMAN 
The CHAIRMAN. Members have lis-

tened very courteously all evening. 
Members will not interrupt and heckle, 
on either side, the speakers. 

The gentleman may proceed. 
POINT OF ORDER 

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Point of order, 
Mr. Chairman. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will 
state his point of order. 

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Has the Chair-
man not said—— 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman may 
state a point of order. A point of order 
is not a question. Does the gentleman 
have a point of order? 

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. I have a point 
of order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will 
state his point of order. 

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. The gen-
tleman who is currently possessing the 
time has violated the rules by address-
ing Members other than the Chair. 

The CHAIRMAN. Yes. The Chair has 
tried to remind Members on both sides 
of that. The gentleman will address his 
remarks to the Chair. 

Mr. OBEY. Mr. Chairman, I won’t 
say, I won’t direct it directly to them. 
I will simply direct it to you. 

It is not our fault that the San Diego 
attorney subpoenaed records from our 
committee relating to shenanigans 
that were conducted on the other side 
of the aisle in the previous Congress 
under Republican control. 

Mr. BACHUS. Mr. Chairman, will the 
gentleman yield? 

Mr. OBEY. I will not yield until I fin-
ish my statement. I would appreciate 
the same courtesy I’ve shown you. 

Now, let me point out, the process 
that they’ve invented is not one that 
we have requested. What we have said 
is that, because of the urgency of sub-
stance, we decided we were going to 
leave pork projects behind for the mo-
ment. And what we’ve decided instead 
was to focus on oversight and pro-
ducing substantive bills. 

We’ve now also said that in order to 
assure that there is review of every 
project, that we are going to be filing, 
before the August recess, every single 
earmark that we expect to place in the 

appropriation bills. And Members will 
then have over 30 days to look at the 
process. They can complain about any 
earmark they want. 

We are going to ask that it be open, 
not hidden, behind-the-scenes tele-
phone calls. We’re going to ask that 
people file in writing if they have an 
objection. We’re going to ask the spon-
sor of the amendment to then respond 
in writing so that we can make a de-
cent judgment about those earmarks. 

Now, let me make another point. For 
people who are squawking about the 
fact that these earmarks aren’t going 
to be in the bill originally, the Repub-
licans did the same thing on the Labor- 
H bill in 1998, in 1999, in 2002, in 2004, in 
2005. They did not have any earmarks 
in the Labor-Health-Education bill 
until the bill was in conference. The 
only difference was those earmarks 
were never reviewed ahead of time. 
These will be. Those earmarks were 
never in public view. These will be. 

They also did the same thing in 2002 
and 2003 when they couldn’t even get a 
Labor-H bill through the House, and so 
they went directly to conference in an 
omnibus. 

The difference between our process 
and the one they’ve been following is 
that there will be an opportunity ahead 
of time to know who has asked for 
these earmarks, and you’ll be able to 
ask questions about it. 

And I would assume that the leader-
ship of both parties would take a look 
at the project list for both parties so 
that they protect this institution from 
the outrageous scandals that we had 
because of their mismanagement when 
they were running the show. 

And I will stack my record on con-
gressional reform against anybody on 
that side of the aisle any time. My en-
tire career here has been defined by re-
form, and I don’t intend to change it 
now. 

Mr. BLUNT. Mr. Chairman, I move to 
strike the last word. 

Mr. Chairman, I just suggest that our 
former speaker does know the rules. He 
does put his time in on the work here. 
But by pointing out the exceptions, he 
also points out the vast majority of the 
time that the projects we had in the 
bill were in the bill. They could have 
been debated. 

In the long process that the gen-
tleman has now suggested we would go 
through, Mr. Chairman, the one thing 
that is not included in that process, 
where apparently people can file re-
sponses, they can do this, they can do 
that, they will not have the chance to 
debate on the House floor. 

Mr. Chairman, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

MOTION TO RISE OFFERED BY MR. BLUNT 

Mr. BLUNT. Mr. Chairman, I move 
that the Committee do now rise. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on 
the motion to rise. 

The question was taken; and the 
Chairman announced that the noes ap-
peared to have it. 
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RECORDED VOTE 

Mr. BLUNT. Mr. Chairman, I demand 
a recorded vote. 

A recorded vote was ordered. 
The vote was taken by electronic de-

vice, and there were—ayes 190, noes 221, 
not voting 26, as follows: 

[Roll No. 458] 

AYES—190 

Aderholt 
Akin 
Alexander 
Bachmann 
Bachus 
Baker 
Barrett (SC) 
Bartlett (MD) 
Barton (TX) 
Biggert 
Bilbray 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (UT) 
Blackburn 
Blunt 
Boehner 
Bonner 
Bono 
Boozman 
Boustany 
Brady (TX) 
Brown (SC) 
Brown-Waite, 

Ginny 
Buchanan 
Burgess 
Burton (IN) 
Buyer 
Calvert 
Camp (MI) 
Campbell (CA) 
Cannon 
Cantor 
Capito 
Carter 
Castle 
Chabot 
Coble 
Cole (OK) 
Crenshaw 
Cubin 
Davis (KY) 
Davis, David 
Davis, Tom 
Deal (GA) 
Dent 
Diaz-Balart, L. 
Diaz-Balart, M. 
Doolittle 
Drake 
Dreier 
Duncan 
Ehlers 
Emerson 
English (PA) 
Everett 
Fallin 
Feeney 
Ferguson 
Flake 
Forbes 
Fortenberry 
Fossella 
Foxx 
Franks (AZ) 

Frelinghuysen 
Gallegly 
Garrett (NJ) 
Gerlach 
Gilchrest 
Gillmor 
Gingrey 
Gohmert 
Goode 
Goodlatte 
Granger 
Graves 
Hall (TX) 
Hastings (WA) 
Hayes 
Heller 
Hensarling 
Herger 
Hobson 
Hoekstra 
Hulshof 
Inglis (SC) 
Issa 
Jindal 
Johnson (IL) 
Johnson, Sam 
Jones (NC) 
Jordan 
Keller 
King (IA) 
King (NY) 
Kingston 
Kirk 
Kline (MN) 
Knollenberg 
Kuhl (NY) 
LaHood 
Lamborn 
Latham 
LaTourette 
Lewis (CA) 
Lewis (KY) 
Linder 
LoBiondo 
Lucas 
Lungren, Daniel 

E. 
Mack 
Manzullo 
Marchant 
McCarthy (CA) 
McCaul (TX) 
McCotter 
McCrery 
McHenry 
McHugh 
McKeon 
McMorris 

Rodgers 
Mica 
Miller (FL) 
Miller (MI) 
Miller, Gary 
Moran (KS) 
Murphy, Tim 

Musgrave 
Myrick 
Neugebauer 
Nunes 
Paul 
Pearce 
Petri 
Pickering 
Pitts 
Platts 
Poe 
Porter 
Price (GA) 
Pryce (OH) 
Putnam 
Ramstad 
Regula 
Rehberg 
Reichert 
Renzi 
Reynolds 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rogers (MI) 
Rohrabacher 
Ros-Lehtinen 
Roskam 
Royce 
Ryan (WI) 
Sali 
Saxton 
Schmidt 
Sensenbrenner 
Shadegg 
Shays 
Shimkus 
Shuster 
Simpson 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 
Smith (TX) 
Souder 
Stearns 
Sullivan 
Tancredo 
Taylor 
Terry 
Thornberry 
Tiahrt 
Tiberi 
Turner 
Upton 
Walberg 
Walden (OR) 
Walsh (NY) 
Wamp 
Weldon (FL) 
Weller 
Whitfield 
Wicker 
Wilson (NM) 
Wilson (SC) 
Wolf 

NOES—221 

Abercrombie 
Ackerman 
Allen 
Altmire 
Andrews 
Baca 
Baird 
Baldwin 
Barrow 
Bean 
Becerra 
Berkley 
Berman 
Berry 
Bishop (GA) 
Bishop (NY) 
Blumenauer 
Boren 
Boswell 
Boucher 

Boyd (FL) 
Boyda (KS) 
Brady (PA) 
Brown, Corrine 
Butterfield 
Capps 
Capuano 
Cardoza 
Carnahan 
Carney 
Carson 
Castor 
Chandler 
Christensen 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Cohen 
Conyers 
Cooper 
Costa 

Costello 
Courtney 
Cramer 
Crowley 
Cuellar 
Cummings 
Davis (AL) 
Davis (CA) 
Davis (IL) 
Davis, Lincoln 
DeFazio 
DeGette 
DeLauro 
Dicks 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Donnelly 
Ellison 
Ellsworth 
Emanuel 

Engel 
Eshoo 
Etheridge 
Farr 
Fattah 
Frank (MA) 
Giffords 
Gillibrand 
Gonzalez 
Gordon 
Green, Al 
Green, Gene 
Grijalva 
Hall (NY) 
Hare 
Hastings (FL) 
Herseth Sandlin 
Higgins 
Hill 
Hinchey 
Hinojosa 
Hirono 
Hodes 
Holden 
Holt 
Honda 
Hooley 
Hoyer 
Inslee 
Israel 
Jackson (IL) 
Jackson-Lee 

(TX) 
Jefferson 
Johnson (GA) 
Johnson, E. B. 
Jones (OH) 
Kagen 
Kanjorski 
Kaptur 
Kennedy 
Kildee 
Kilpatrick 
Kind 
Klein (FL) 
Kucinich 
Lampson 
Langevin 
Lantos 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Lee 
Levin 
Lipinski 
Loebsack 

Lofgren, Zoe 
Lowey 
Lynch 
Mahoney (FL) 
Maloney (NY) 
Markey 
Marshall 
Matheson 
Matsui 
McCarthy (NY) 
McCollum (MN) 
McDermott 
McGovern 
McIntyre 
McNerney 
McNulty 
Meehan 
Meek (FL) 
Meeks (NY) 
Melancon 
Michaud 
Miller (NC) 
Miller, George 
Mitchell 
Mollohan 
Moore (KS) 
Moore (WI) 
Moran (VA) 
Murphy (CT) 
Murphy, Patrick 
Murtha 
Nadler 
Napolitano 
Neal (MA) 
Oberstar 
Obey 
Olver 
Ortiz 
Pallone 
Pascrell 
Pastor 
Payne 
Perlmutter 
Peterson (MN) 
Price (NC) 
Rahall 
Rangel 
Reyes 
Rodriguez 
Ross 
Rothman 
Roybal-Allard 
Ruppersberger 
Rush 
Ryan (OH) 

Salazar 
Sánchez, Linda 

T. 
Sanchez, Loretta 
Sarbanes 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schwartz 
Scott (GA) 
Scott (VA) 
Serrano 
Sestak 
Shea-Porter 
Sherman 
Shuler 
Sires 
Skelton 
Slaughter 
Smith (WA) 
Snyder 
Solis 
Space 
Spratt 
Stark 
Stupak 
Sutton 
Tanner 
Tauscher 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Tierney 
Towns 
Udall (CO) 
Udall (NM) 
Van Hollen 
Velázquez 
Visclosky 
Walz (MN) 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters 
Watson 
Watt 
Waxman 
Weiner 
Welch (VT) 
Wexler 
Wilson (OH) 
Woolsey 
Wu 
Wynn 
Yarmuth 
Young (AK) 
Young (FL) 

NOT VOTING—26 

Arcuri 
Bordallo 
Braley (IA) 
Clarke 
Clay 
Conaway 
Culberson 
Davis, Jo Ann 
Delahunt 

Doyle 
Edwards 
Faleomavaega 
Filner 
Fortuño 
Gutierrez 
Harman 
Hastert 
Hunter 

Lewis (GA) 
Norton 
Pence 
Peterson (PA) 
Pomeroy 
Radanovich 
Sessions 
Westmoreland 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE CHAIRMAN 
The CHAIRMAN (during the vote). 

Members are advised there are 2 min-
utes remaining on the vote. 

b 2234 

Messrs. DEFAZIO, SHULER, 
PALLONE, ALTMIRE and DOGGETT, 
Ms. WATSON and Ms. ESHOO changed 
their vote from ‘‘aye’’ to ‘‘no.’’ 

Messrs. KINGSTON, WALSH of New 
York and WICKER changed their vote 
from ‘‘no’’ to ‘‘aye.’’ 

So the motion to rise was rejected. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
The CHAIRMAN. The pending busi-

ness is the amendment offered by the 
gentleman from North Carolina (Mr. 
MCHENRY) to the amendment offered 
by the gentlewoman from North Caro-
lina (Ms. FOXX). 

Mr. GINGREY. Mr. Chairman, I move 
to strike the last word. 

Mr. Chairman, I rise in support of the 
second-degree amendment of the gen-

tleman from North Carolina (Mr. 
MCHENRY) in regard to cutting some-
thing like $7.5 million out of this sec-
tion of the bill. 

The gentleman from North Carolina, 
Mr. Speaker, the chairman of the sub-
committee, spoke a little earlier in the 
evening and questioned the logic, you 
know, why that amount. Well, if you do 
the math and you look at that section, 
Mr. Chairman, that cut is about 7 per-
cent. That amount reflects the same 
amount of overspending in this bill. 
The $2 billion is about 7 percent more 
than the President requested, and actu-
ally a 14.5 to 15 percent overall in-
crease. So I think that the gentleman 
from North Carolina (Mr. MCHENRY) is 
absolutely appropriate in asking for a 
reasonable, fiscally responsible cut in a 
$120 million spending category. 

Mr. Chairman, another North Caro-
linian was heard by me to say this 
morning, after the chairman of the Ap-
propriations Committee had spoken 
and said what we are trying to do, what 
the Republican minority is trying to do 
is shut down the process. Mr. Chair-
man, what the gentleman from North 
Carolina, Mr. Robin Hayes, said was, 
we’re not trying to shut down the proc-
ess, we are trying to clean up the proc-
ess. 

Just a few minutes ago, before the 
last motion, the distinguished chair-
man of the Appropriations Committee 
said, and I paraphrase, it is not our 
fault that the former majority couldn’t 
get their work done in the previous 
Congress. Well, I would say to him, Mr. 
Chairman, it is not our fault that the 
new majority and the Appropriations 
Committee spent 31⁄2 months debating 
an emergency supplemental for funding 
of our troops with benchmarks and 
timelines, Mr. Chairman, that would 
call for the withdrawal of our troops at 
a date certain, no matter what the sit-
uation was. Indeed, Mr. Chairman, 
there were a number of amendments in 
that process to bring the troops home 
immediately and not to give victory a 
chance. And, Mr. Chairman, it is not 
our fault that they refused to listen, 
this new majority, and insisted on 
milking this process for every ounce of 
political fodder that they could get out 
of it, knowing full well that in the final 
analysis they had a losing proposition. 
And they did lose that debate before we 
went home for the Memorial Day re-
cess. So, that is not our fault. 

So, Mr. Chairman, if the chairman of 
the Appropriations Committee says, 
you know, we weren’t able to put these 
earmarks in the appropriations bill 
under the sunshine and the light of 
day, as always has been done, because 
we ran out of time. And, Mr. Chairman, 
I have heard it said that the chairman 
of the Appropriations Committee feels 
very strongly that he wants to get all 
these bills done before the 4th of July 
recess to do just as good a job as our 
distinguished former chairman of the 
Appropriations Committee Mr. LEWIS 
did last year and the year before that 
in the 109th Congress. 
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Mr. Chairman, it is not our fault that 

the new majority wasted 31⁄2 months 
and were not able to get these ear-
marks together in time to put in these 
bills like they should have done. That’s 
not our fault. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman’s 
time has expired. 

The Chair recognizes the gentle-
woman from California. 

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia. Mr. Chairman, I move to strike 
the last word. 

Mr. GINGREY. Mr. Chairman, point 
of order. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman’s 
time had expired, at which point the 
Chair recognized the gentlewoman 
from California. 

Mr. GINGREY. Mr. Chairman, I have 
a privileged motion at the desk. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will 
state his point of order. 

Mr. GINGREY. Mr. Chairman, I have 
a privileged motion at the desk. 

The CHAIRMAN. The Chair had rec-
ognized previously the gentlewoman 
from California. 

Mr. GINGREY. Mr. Chairman, I move 
that the Committee rise. 

The CHAIRMAN. Members will sus-
pend. 

The gentleman from Georgia’s time 
had expired. The Chair announced that 
his time had expired and recognized the 
gentlewoman from California. 

Mr. GINGREY. Point of order, Mr. 
Chairman. 

The CHAIRMAN. For what purpose 
does the gentlewoman from California 
rise? 

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia. Mr. Chairman, I rise to strike 
the last word. 

The CHAIRMAN. For what purpose 
does the gentleman from Georgia rise? 

MOTION TO RISE OFFERED BY MR. GINGREY 

Mr. GINGREY. Mr. Chairman, I move 
that the Committee do now rise. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on 
the motion to rise. 

The question was taken; and the 
Chairman announced that the noes ap-
peared to have it. 

RECORDED VOTE 

Mr. GINGREY. Mr. Chairman, I de-
mand a recorded vote. 

A recorded vote was ordered. 
The vote was taken by electronic de-

vice, and there were—ayes 189, noes 218, 
not voting 30, as follows: 

[Roll No. 459] 

AYES—189 

Aderholt 
Akin 
Alexander 
Bachmann 
Bachus 
Baker 
Barrett (SC) 
Bartlett (MD) 
Barton (TX) 
Biggert 
Bilbray 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (UT) 
Blackburn 
Blunt 
Boehner 
Bonner 

Bono 
Boozman 
Boustany 
Brady (TX) 
Brown (SC) 
Brown-Waite, 

Ginny 
Buchanan 
Burgess 
Burton (IN) 
Buyer 
Calvert 
Camp (MI) 
Campbell (CA) 
Cannon 
Cantor 
Capito 

Carter 
Castle 
Chabot 
Coble 
Cole (OK) 
Crenshaw 
Cubin 
Davis (KY) 
Davis, David 
Davis, Tom 
Deal (GA) 
Dent 
Diaz-Balart, L. 
Diaz-Balart, M. 
Doolittle 
Drake 
Dreier 

Duncan 
Ehlers 
Emerson 
Everett 
Fallin 
Feeney 
Ferguson 
Flake 
Forbes 
Fortenberry 
Fossella 
Foxx 
Franks (AZ) 
Frelinghuysen 
Gallegly 
Garrett (NJ) 
Gerlach 
Gillmor 
Gingrey 
Gohmert 
Goode 
Goodlatte 
Granger 
Graves 
Hall (TX) 
Hastings (WA) 
Hayes 
Heller 
Hensarling 
Herger 
Hobson 
Hoekstra 
Hulshof 
Inglis (SC) 
Issa 
Jindal 
Johnson (IL) 
Johnson, Sam 
Jordan 
Keller 
King (IA) 
King (NY) 
Kingston 
Kirk 
Kline (MN) 
Knollenberg 
Kuhl (NY) 

LaHood 
Lamborn 
Latham 
LaTourette 
Lewis (CA) 
Lewis (KY) 
Linder 
LoBiondo 
Lucas 
Lungren, Daniel 

E. 
Mack 
Manzullo 
Marchant 
McCarthy (CA) 
McCaul (TX) 
McCotter 
McCrery 
McHenry 
McHugh 
McKeon 
McMorris 

Rodgers 
Mica 
Miller (FL) 
Miller (MI) 
Miller, Gary 
Moran (KS) 
Murphy, Tim 
Musgrave 
Myrick 
Neugebauer 
Nunes 
Paul 
Pearce 
Petri 
Pickering 
Pitts 
Platts 
Poe 
Porter 
Price (GA) 
Pryce (OH) 
Putnam 
Ramstad 
Regula 
Rehberg 

Reichert 
Renzi 
Reynolds 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rogers (MI) 
Rohrabacher 
Ros-Lehtinen 
Roskam 
Royce 
Ryan (WI) 
Sali 
Saxton 
Schmidt 
Sensenbrenner 
Shadegg 
Shays 
Shimkus 
Shuster 
Simpson 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 
Smith (TX) 
Souder 
Stearns 
Sullivan 
Tancredo 
Taylor 
Terry 
Thornberry 
Tiahrt 
Tiberi 
Turner 
Upton 
Walberg 
Walden (OR) 
Walsh (NY) 
Wamp 
Waxman 
Weldon (FL) 
Weller 
Whitfield 
Wicker 
Wilson (NM) 
Wilson (SC) 
Wolf 
Young (FL) 

NOES—218 

Abercrombie 
Ackerman 
Allen 
Altmire 
Andrews 
Arcuri 
Baca 
Baird 
Baldwin 
Barrow 
Bean 
Berman 
Berry 
Bishop (GA) 
Bishop (NY) 
Blumenauer 
Boren 
Boswell 
Boyd (FL) 
Boyda (KS) 
Brady (PA) 
Braley (IA) 
Brown, Corrine 
Butterfield 
Capps 
Capuano 
Cardoza 
Carnahan 
Carney 
Carson 
Castor 
Chandler 
Clarke 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Cohen 
Conyers 
Cooper 
Costa 
Costello 
Courtney 
Cramer 
Crowley 
Cuellar 
Cummings 
Davis (AL) 
Davis (CA) 
Davis (IL) 
Davis, Lincoln 
DeFazio 

DeGette 
DeLauro 
Dicks 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Donnelly 
Ellison 
Ellsworth 
Emanuel 
Engel 
Eshoo 
Etheridge 
Farr 
Fattah 
Filner 
Frank (MA) 
Giffords 
Gilchrest 
Gillibrand 
Gonzalez 
Gordon 
Green, Al 
Green, Gene 
Grijalva 
Hall (NY) 
Hare 
Hastings (FL) 
Herseth Sandlin 
Higgins 
Hill 
Hinchey 
Hinojosa 
Hirono 
Hodes 
Holt 
Honda 
Hooley 
Hoyer 
Inslee 
Israel 
Jackson (IL) 
Jackson-Lee 

(TX) 
Jefferson 
Johnson (GA) 
Jones (NC) 
Jones (OH) 
Kagen 
Kanjorski 
Kaptur 

Kennedy 
Kildee 
Kind 
Klein (FL) 
Kucinich 
Lampson 
Langevin 
Lantos 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Lee 
Levin 
Lipinski 
Loebsack 
Lofgren, Zoe 
Lowey 
Lynch 
Mahoney (FL) 
Maloney (NY) 
Markey 
Marshall 
Matheson 
Matsui 
McCarthy (NY) 
McCollum (MN) 
McDermott 
McGovern 
McIntyre 
McNerney 
McNulty 
Meehan 
Meek (FL) 
Meeks (NY) 
Melancon 
Michaud 
Miller, George 
Mitchell 
Mollohan 
Moore (KS) 
Moore (WI) 
Moran (VA) 
Murphy (CT) 
Murphy, Patrick 
Murtha 
Nadler 
Napolitano 
Neal (MA) 
Oberstar 
Obey 
Olver 

Ortiz 
Pallone 
Pascrell 
Pastor 
Payne 
Perlmutter 
Peterson (MN) 
Pomeroy 
Price (NC) 
Rahall 
Rangel 
Reyes 
Rodriguez 
Ross 
Rothman 
Roybal-Allard 
Ruppersberger 
Rush 
Ryan (OH) 
Salazar 
Sánchez, Linda 

T. 
Sanchez, Loretta 
Sarbanes 

Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schwartz 
Scott (GA) 
Scott (VA) 
Serrano 
Sestak 
Shea-Porter 
Sherman 
Shuler 
Sires 
Skelton 
Slaughter 
Smith (WA) 
Snyder 
Solis 
Space 
Spratt 
Stark 
Stupak 
Sutton 
Tanner 
Tauscher 
Thompson (CA) 

Thompson (MS) 
Tierney 
Towns 
Udall (CO) 
Udall (NM) 
Van Hollen 
Velázquez 
Visclosky 
Walz (MN) 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters 
Watson 
Watt 
Weiner 
Welch (VT) 
Wexler 
Wilson (OH) 
Woolsey 
Wu 
Wynn 
Yarmuth 
Young (AK) 

NOT VOTING—30 

Becerra 
Berkley 
Bordallo 
Boucher 
Christensen 
Clay 
Conaway 
Culberson 
Davis, Jo Ann 
Delahunt 

Doyle 
Edwards 
English (PA) 
Faleomavaega 
Fortuño 
Gutierrez 
Harman 
Hastert 
Holden 
Hunter 

Johnson, E. B. 
Kilpatrick 
Lewis (GA) 
Miller (NC) 
Norton 
Pence 
Peterson (PA) 
Radanovich 
Sessions 
Westmoreland 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE CHAIRMAN 
The CHAIRMAN (during the vote). 

Members are advised 1 minute remains 
in this vote. 

b 2259 
Mr. PETERSON of Minnesota and 

Mr. CUELLAR changed their vote from 
‘‘aye’’ to ‘‘no.’’ 

So the motion to rise was rejected. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 

b 2300 
Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-

fornia. Mr. Chairman, I move to strike 
the last word. 

Mr. Chairman, thank you for your 
work on this bill. As you know, I chair 
the Border, Maritime and Global Coun-
terterrorism Subcommittee of the 
Homeland Security Committee, and I 
have been working on port security 
issues for many years, and I was exten-
sively involved in the SAFE Port Act 
that was signed into law last year. 

One important provision of the SAFE 
Port Act was the requirement that the 
Coast Guard implement a long-range 
vessel tracking system. More than 
60,000 vessels traverse the world’s 
oceans annually, and more than 8,000 
deep-draft vessels call on United States 
ports every year. 

Implementation of a long-range ves-
sel tracking system is critical to en-
sure that maritime operations are con-
ducted in a way that keeps our Nation 
safe and secure. In addition, it will 
make international commerce more ef-
ficient for our Nation’s port operators. 

Chairman PRICE, while your bill does 
not allocate a specific amount of fund-
ing for the implementation of the re-
quired long-range vessel tracking sys-
tem, I have noted that there is a fund-
ing stream of $40 million for activities 
mandated by the SAFE Port law, and I 
want to clarify your support for the 
implementation of the long-range ves-
sel tracking system required in the 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 06:32 Jun 13, 2007 Jkt 059060 PO 00000 Frm 00073 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K12JN7.196 H12JNPT1m
st

oc
ks

til
l o

n 
P

R
O

D
1P

C
66

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSEH6314 June 12, 2007 
SAFE Port law and that part of the $40 
million in funding could be used to-
wards meeting that mandate. 

Mr. PRICE of North Carolina. Mr. 
Chairman, will the gentlewoman yield? 

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia. I yield to the gentleman from 
North Carolina. 

Mr. PRICE of North Carolina. I 
thank the gentlewoman for her inquiry 
and for her leadership on the Homeland 
Security authorizing committee. 

As you stated, the SAFE Port Act es-
tablished many new requirements re-
lated to port security. I agree that the 
implementation of a long-range vessel 
tracking system should be a priority, 
and that part of the $40 million in addi-
tional funding could be used to meet 
the long-range vessel tracking system 
mandated in the SAFE Port Act. 

Ms. LORETTA SANCHEZ of Cali-
fornia. Mr. Chairman, thank you for 
that clarification and for your strong 
support for improving port security 
and the security of our country. 

Mr. BACHUS. Mr. Chairman, I move 
to strike the last word. 

Mr. Chairman, I have a question I 
think the American people would like 
answered. It is a question that has not 
been asked tonight. We know Chairman 
OBEY, and we know he has taken a po-
sition that he is not going to publish or 
disclose these earmarks. He has ex-
pressed his opinion. 

What we don’t know, Mr. Chairman, 
is, the Speaker is not sitting in the 
Chair and we don’t know where the 
Speaker stands on this whole proce-
dure. We do know that the majority 
leader said that all earmarks would be 
published, there would be complete 
transparency. We know that he said in 
committee they would be debated. We 
know that the Speaker on a number of 
occasions, I think we have all seen 
those quotes, we have heard a few to-
night, the Speaker make it clear dur-
ing the campaign and after the cam-
paign that all earmarks would be dis-
closed prior to any vote on the House 
floor. 

So, Mr. Chairman, I believe it is in-
cumbent on the Speaker to come be-
fore this body and address the body and 
tell the body whether or not the proce-
dure that we are witnessing, whether it 
is chairman of the Appropriations 
Committee has taken this on himself, 
whether he is doing it on his own ac-
cord, whether he has polled the Demo-
crat Members to see where they stand. 

But more important, we want to 
know where the Speaker stands. We 
want to know whether the Speaker 
consulted with the chairman, whether 
she has blessed this. We know what she 
said in USA Today. We know what she 
said in the Christian Science Monitor 
and what she said in a news conference 
just last month. We know that in a 
press conference on March 13, 2007, she 
specifically said that all earmarks 
would be made public before a vote on 
the House floor. We know that, so it is 
a mystery to us why we are going 
through this process. 

Now, the chairman of the full com-
mittee said back in 1999 there was a 
bill, one bill, that the Republican ma-
jority did not publish the earmarks be-
fore the vote on the floor. We know 
that is part of his reason for doing this. 
But we also know that the Speaker of 
the House told the American people 
that this would never happen as long as 
she was Speaker. And she, as a late as 
a month ago, said there would be no 
votes on the House floor on an appro-
priations bill where earmarks were not 
published. 

In fact, the gentleman from Illinois, 
the majority whip, says, if possible, we 
are going to put them on the Internet 
weeks before we vote on them on the 
House floor. They are not on the Inter-
net. We don’t know how many ear-
marks there will be, what earmarks are 
under consideration, the total amount 
of those earmarks. 

But more importantly, we do know 
one thing, Mr. Chairman, we know that 
the Speaker of this House, the Speaker 
of this House said that this wouldn’t 
happen. She said it many times on 
many occasions, both during the cam-
paign when she asked the American 
people to turn the Republicans out and 
put the Democrats in. 

And we know that from exit polls 
that many people went to the polls on 
election day with that promise in 
mind; and they voted for Democrats 
who now serve in this body under the 
assurance that this wouldn’t happen, 
and it is happening. 

Now, we know that the chairman of 
the full committee, we know his posi-
tion. He said we just have to do. He 
talks about what we have done and 
what they have done. The important 
thing is the American people. 

In fact, earlier tonight on one of the 
news network, it was not Fox, they 
asked: Where does Speaker PELOSI 
stand on this? The American people are 
asking, where does the leadership of 
the majority stand on this issue? 

That is my question, Mr. Chairman. I 
would ask that before we proceed in 
this body, that the Speaker of this 
House come before this body and not 
tell, I don’t care if she tells Repub-
licans, I don’t care if she further ex-
plains to Democrats, I want her to tell 
the American people why, only 3 weeks 
after promising that earmarks would 
be fully disclosed both in committee 
and on the floor of this House, that we 
backed away from this. 

The CHAIRMAN. The time of the 
gentleman has expired. 

MOTION TO RISE OFFERED BY MR. BACHUS 
Mr. BACHUS. Mr. Chairman, I move 

that the Committee do now rise. 
The CHAIRMAN. The question is on 

the motion to rise. 
The question was taken; and the 

Chairman announced that the noes ap-
peared to have it. 

RECORDED VOTE 
Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Mr. Chairman, 

I demand a recorded vote. 
A recorded vote was ordered. 
The vote was taken by electronic de-

vice, and there were—ayes 187, noes 220, 

answered ‘‘present’’ 1, not voting 29, as 
follows: 

[Roll No. 460] 

AYES—187 

Aderholt 
Akin 
Alexander 
Bachmann 
Bachus 
Baker 
Barrett (SC) 
Bartlett (MD) 
Barton (TX) 
Biggert 
Bilbray 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (UT) 
Blackburn 
Blunt 
Boehner 
Bonner 
Bono 
Boozman 
Boustany 
Brady (TX) 
Brown (SC) 
Brown-Waite, 

Ginny 
Buchanan 
Burgess 
Burton (IN) 
Buyer 
Calvert 
Camp (MI) 
Campbell (CA) 
Cannon 
Cantor 
Capito 
Carter 
Castle 
Chabot 
Cole (OK) 
Crenshaw 
Cubin 
Davis (KY) 
Davis, David 
Davis, Tom 
Deal (GA) 
Dent 
Diaz-Balart, L. 
Diaz-Balart, M. 
Doolittle 
Drake 
Dreier 
Duncan 
Ehlers 
Emerson 
Everett 
Fallin 
Feeney 
Ferguson 
Flake 
Forbes 
Fortenberry 
Fossella 
Foxx 
Franks (AZ) 

Frelinghuysen 
Gallegly 
Garrett (NJ) 
Gerlach 
Gillmor 
Gingrey 
Goode 
Goodlatte 
Granger 
Graves 
Hall (TX) 
Hastings (WA) 
Hayes 
Heller 
Hensarling 
Herger 
Hobson 
Hoekstra 
Hulshof 
Inglis (SC) 
Issa 
Jindal 
Johnson (IL) 
Johnson, Sam 
Jordan 
Keller 
King (IA) 
King (NY) 
Kingston 
Kirk 
Kline (MN) 
Knollenberg 
Kuhl (NY) 
LaHood 
Lamborn 
Latham 
LaTourette 
Lewis (CA) 
Lewis (KY) 
Linder 
LoBiondo 
Lucas 
Lungren, Daniel 

E. 
Mack 
Manzullo 
Marchant 
McCarthy (CA) 
McCaul (TX) 
McCotter 
McCrery 
McHenry 
McHugh 
McKeon 
Mica 
Miller (FL) 
Miller (MI) 
Miller, Gary 
Moran (KS) 
Murphy, Tim 
Musgrave 
Myrick 
Neugebauer 

Nunes 
Paul 
Pearce 
Pence 
Petri 
Pickering 
Pitts 
Platts 
Poe 
Porter 
Price (GA) 
Pryce (OH) 
Putnam 
Radanovich 
Ramstad 
Regula 
Rehberg 
Reichert 
Renzi 
Reynolds 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 
Rogers (MI) 
Rohrabacher 
Ros-Lehtinen 
Roskam 
Royce 
Ryan (WI) 
Sali 
Saxton 
Schmidt 
Sensenbrenner 
Shadegg 
Shays 
Shimkus 
Shuster 
Simpson 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 
Smith (TX) 
Souder 
Stearns 
Sullivan 
Tancredo 
Taylor 
Terry 
Thornberry 
Tiahrt 
Tiberi 
Turner 
Upton 
Walberg 
Walden (OR) 
Walsh (NY) 
Wamp 
Weldon (FL) 
Weller 
Whitfield 
Wicker 
Wilson (NM) 
Wilson (SC) 
Wolf 
Young (FL) 

NOES—220 

Abercrombie 
Ackerman 
Allen 
Altmire 
Andrews 
Arcuri 
Baca 
Baird 
Baldwin 
Barrow 
Bean 
Becerra 
Berkley 
Berman 
Berry 
Bishop (GA) 
Bishop (NY) 
Blumenauer 
Boren 
Boswell 
Boyd (FL) 
Boyda (KS) 
Brady (PA) 
Braley (IA) 
Brown, Corrine 
Butterfield 
Capps 
Capuano 

Cardoza 
Carnahan 
Carney 
Carson 
Castor 
Chandler 
Christensen 
Clarke 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Cohen 
Cooper 
Costa 
Costello 
Courtney 
Cramer 
Crowley 
Cuellar 
Cummings 
Davis (AL) 
Davis (CA) 
Davis (IL) 
DeFazio 
DeGette 
DeLauro 
Dicks 
Dingell 
Doggett 

Donnelly 
Ellison 
Ellsworth 
Emanuel 
Engel 
Eshoo 
Etheridge 
Farr 
Fattah 
Filner 
Frank (MA) 
Giffords 
Gilchrest 
Gillibrand 
Gonzalez 
Gordon 
Green, Al 
Green, Gene 
Grijalva 
Hall (NY) 
Hare 
Hastings (FL) 
Herseth Sandlin 
Higgins 
Hill 
Hinchey 
Hinojosa 
Hirono 
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Hodes 
Holt 
Honda 
Hooley 
Hoyer 
Inslee 
Israel 
Jackson (IL) 
Jackson-Lee 

(TX) 
Jefferson 
Johnson (GA) 
Johnson, E. B. 
Jones (NC) 
Kagen 
Kanjorski 
Kaptur 
Kennedy 
Kildee 
Kind 
Klein (FL) 
Kucinich 
Lampson 
Langevin 
Lantos 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Lee 
Levin 
Lewis (GA) 
Lipinski 
Loebsack 
Lofgren, Zoe 
Lowey 
Lynch 
Mahoney (FL) 
Maloney (NY) 
Markey 
Marshall 
Matheson 
Matsui 
McCarthy (NY) 
McCollum (MN) 
McDermott 
McGovern 
McIntyre 
McNerney 

McNulty 
Meehan 
Meek (FL) 
Meeks (NY) 
Melancon 
Michaud 
Miller (NC) 
Miller, George 
Mitchell 
Mollohan 
Moore (KS) 
Moore (WI) 
Moran (VA) 
Murphy (CT) 
Murphy, Patrick 
Murtha 
Nadler 
Napolitano 
Neal (MA) 
Oberstar 
Obey 
Olver 
Ortiz 
Pallone 
Pascrell 
Pastor 
Payne 
Perlmutter 
Peterson (MN) 
Pomeroy 
Price (NC) 
Rahall 
Reyes 
Rodriguez 
Ross 
Rothman 
Roybal-Allard 
Ruppersberger 
Rush 
Ryan (OH) 
Salazar 
Sánchez, Linda 

T. 
Sanchez, Loretta 
Sarbanes 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 

Schwartz 
Scott (GA) 
Scott (VA) 
Serrano 
Sestak 
Shea-Porter 
Sherman 
Shuler 
Sires 
Skelton 
Slaughter 
Smith (WA) 
Snyder 
Solis 
Space 
Spratt 
Stupak 
Sutton 
Tanner 
Tauscher 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Tierney 
Towns 
Udall (CO) 
Udall (NM) 
Van Hollen 
Velázquez 
Visclosky 
Walz (MN) 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters 
Watson 
Watt 
Waxman 
Weiner 
Welch (VT) 
Wexler 
Wilson (OH) 
Woolsey 
Wu 
Wynn 
Yarmuth 
Young (AK) 

ANSWERED ‘‘PRESENT’’—1 

Gohmert 

NOT VOTING—29 

Bordallo 
Boucher 
Clay 
Coble 
Conaway 
Conyers 
Culberson 
Davis, Jo Ann 
Davis, Lincoln 
Delahunt 

Doyle 
Edwards 
English (PA) 
Faleomavaega 
Fortuño 
Gutierrez 
Harman 
Hastert 
Holden 
Hunter 

Jones (OH) 
Kilpatrick 
McMorris 

Rodgers 
Norton 
Peterson (PA) 
Rangel 
Sessions 
Stark 
Westmoreland 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE CHAIRMAN 

The CHAIRMAN (during the vote). 
Members are advised there are 2 min-
utes remaining in this vote. 

b 2327 

Mr. GOHMERT changed his vote 
from ‘‘aye’’ to ‘‘present.’’ 

So the motion to rise was rejected. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
Mr. OBEY. Mr. Chairman, I move to 

strike the last word. 
POINT OF ORDER 

Mr. MCHENRY. Point of order, Mr. 
Chairman. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will 
state his point of order. 

Mr. MCHENRY. Mr. Chairman, under 
House rules, only a Member can speak 
one time on each amendment. 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman has 
spoken on the secondary amendment. 
He has, however, not spoken on the pri-
mary amendment, which is still pend-
ing. 

The gentleman from Wisconsin is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

PARLIAMENTARY INQUIRY 
Mr. MCHENRY. Parliamentary in-

quiry, Mr. Chairman. 
The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman may 

state it. 
Mr. MCHENRY. The secondary 

amendment is before us here now. That 
is the operational motion. 

The CHAIRMAN. That is correct. 
Mr. MCHENRY. And so, therefore, 

since he has already spoken on the sec-
ondary amendment, he may not speak 
a second time on the secondary amend-
ment. 

The CHAIRMAN. The underlying 
amendment remains subject to debate, 
and the gentleman is entitled to speak 
on the underlying amendment. 

The gentleman from Wisconsin is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. OBEY. Mr. Chairman, I am op-
posed to both the underlying amend-
ment and the substitute amendment, 
and let me tell you why. I think it’s 
important to put that amendment in 
context. 

We had crocodile tears expressed here 
about the number of earmarks and 
what will happen to earmarks. Let me 
cite the record. 

In 1994, the last year when Democrats 
controlled the House, earmarks were 
primarily concentrated in four appro-
priation bills. They were project-ori-
ented bills like military construction, 
energy and water, Interior and general 
government. This Homeland Security 
bill had not even come to pass yet be-
cause it was before 9/11. 

In the Labor-Health-Education ap-
propriation bill the last year that the 
Democrats controlled, we had zero ear-
marks. The last year under Republican 
control that we had earmarks in the 
Labor-H bill, we had over 3,000. 

In the Transportation bill, the au-
thorizing bill, from 1956 through 1995, 
we had 20 separate highway bills pass 
this House containing a total of 739 
earmarks. Do you know how many we 
had, Mr. Chairman, in 2005 under Re-
publican control in just one bill? Five 
thousand. 

b 2330 

Then we all remember the infamous 
3-hour vote on Medicare part D. 

I would ask my colleagues on this 
side of the aisle to keep this civil. If 
the other side wants to turn it into a 
circus, fine, but I think we ought to be-
have. 

Let me say, we remember Medicare 
part D when the Republican leadership 
kept the vote open for 3 hours. Mean-
while, the newspaper stories told of 
how they promised earmarks in the 
transportation bill in return for votes 
on Medicare part D. 

Last year, we had three major scan-
dals. We had the Cunningham affair, 
then we had the bridge-to-nowhere, 
which caused a lot of heartburn around 
the country; and now, just recently, we 
have another story suggesting that the 
committee chairman then, the gen-
tleman from Alaska, inserted a project 
for Florida. 

Under Republican rules, as they ex-
isted then, nobody knew about any of 
that until about 2 years after the fact. 
Under the proposal that we are pro-
posing for earmarks, you would know 
about that 30 days before they went 
into effect. That is a huge difference. 

Let me also point out, in 1994, the 
four biggest appropriation bills that’s 
Commerce-Justice, Labor, Transpor-
tation and VA–HUD. The last year the 
Democrats controlled the House, in 
1994, the four major appropriations 
bills, Commerce-Justice, Labor-Health, 
Transportation and VA, we had a total 
of 764 earmarks. Those same bills, just 
one fiscal year ago, had 8,600 earmarks. 

With all due respect, I don’t want to 
hear any crocodile tears on the other 
side of the aisle with respect to the 
issue of earmarks. They have exploded 
under their operation of this House, 
not under ours. 

In terms of what’s going on tonight, 
I should make quite clear that the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. LEWIS) 
told me in January that the minority 
party would give us no procedural co-
operation because they didn’t like the 
way we had handled a continuing reso-
lution. They wanted us to have a 
straight CR rather than thinking our 
way through priorities. Now they have 
simply moved on to another excuse. 

So I would simply say, whether you 
vote for the underlying amendment or 
for the amendment to the amendment, 
these are not real amendments. It is 
clear to me that they have only one 
purpose, to bring this House to a halt, 
and they are looking for any excuse 
they can find. 

They got a mighty weak one, but we 
are going to stay here until the job is 
done. This is the people’s business. We 
are not going to be diverted by their 
trying to play Trivial Pursuit on this 
bill. 

Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Mr. Chair-
man, I move to strike the last word. 

I have voted every time to continue 
our process against my leadership. I 
was not going to say anything, but 
when you referred to the bridge-to-no-
where as a scandal, when you voted for 
it four times, most of the people in this 
room voted for it four times. It was al-
ways transparent. I was always proud 
of my earmarks. I believe in earmarks, 
always have, as long as they are ex-
posed. 

But don’t you ever call that a scan-
dal. 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE CHAIRMAN 
The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will 

direct his remarks to the Chair. 
Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. That’s hard to 

do. 
I would suggest respectfully, again, 

let’s keep our facts straight. Every one 
of you in this room, maybe, six or eight 
people, never voted for the bill that 
you are talking about. But you voted 
for it four times. 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE CHAIRMAN 
The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will 

direct his remarks to the Chair. 
Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. It was trans-

parent, as it should be tonight. 
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Mr. SHADEGG. Mr. Chairman, I 

move to strike the last word. 
It seems to me we are in some danger 

of forgetting what we are here about. 
We are here about the second-degree 
amendment of the gentleman from 
North Carolina (Mr. MCHENRY). I rise 
in strong support of that amendment 
because it would restrain the excessive 
spending in this bill. 

But it’s more important that we talk 
about what we are really here about. 
What we are really here about is the 
people’s business. What we are really 
here about is how we spend their 
money. 

What brings us here tonight, in the 
middle of the night, is that the major-
ity has proposed a procedure for han-
dling earmarks which is inconsistent 
with what you told the American peo-
ple. It is indefensible, and it cannot 
stand. You can recognize that. You can 
accept that fact tonight and change 
that procedure; you can accept that 
fact tomorrow. 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE CHAIRMAN 
The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will 

direct his remarks to the Chair. 
Mr. SHADEGG. You can accept those 

facts tonight and change the proce-
dure. The majority can accept that fact 
tomorrow and change the procedure. 
The majority can accept that fact next 
week and change the procedure, but 
the procedure will change. 

I have the greatest respect for the 
chairman of the Appropriations Com-
mittee. I admire his energy, his tenac-
ity and his passion. I understand that 
he believes he has proposed a fair sys-
tem. I understand that he has just re-
cited for us a history lesson about how 
earmarks were handled in the past. 

But I would suggest to you that time 
moves on. The American people now 
understand earmarks in a way they did 
not understand. The American people 
understand earmarks, and they under-
stand this process, and they cannot be 
fooled. You cannot take the process for 
disclosing earmarks and make those 
earmarks public after the bill has been 
debated. 

There is not a constituent of yours 
that believes that makes sense. The 
American people understand that some 
people in this body believe earmarks 
are very good, and some people in this 
body believe earmarks can be very bad 
and very corrupt. 

They are in unanimity on one point, 
and that is, they want to know what’s 
in those earmarks. That means those 
earmarks have to be debated on this 
floor. 

Now, I understand that the gen-
tleman who is the chairman of the Ap-
propriations Committee believes that 
he can just vet them, and he can post 
them in August, but that obviates the 
most important part of this process. 
We do not engage in this process by 
adding language to bills, critical lan-
guage to bill language that the Amer-
ican people don’t get to see or know 
about after debate has occurred. 

We didn’t tell the American people 
that we would make the process open 

this year, that we would disclose every 
earmark and allow every earmark to be 
debated, because we don’t run the 
place. 

You run the place. You’re in the ma-
jority. 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE CHAIRMAN 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentleman will 
suspend. Members will remember to ad-
dress their remarks to the Chair. 

Mr. SHADEGG. The majority party 
told America that these earmarks 
would be openly revealed, and that 
means they have to be debated. 

It doesn’t matter. You can relent 
now, or you can go on and defend this 
practice through the press tomorrow 
and tell them that you want secrecy. 
You do not want a Member over here to 
be able to debate an individual ear-
mark. You do not want that earmark 
revealed to the public today. 

You do not want that earmark re-
vealed to the public today. You want to 
put its being revealed off to some point 
later, when no Member can raise it or 
object to it, but the American people 
get it. The history lesson is nothing 
more than a history lesson. 

Earmarks in this body must now be 
disclosed because the Speaker said she 
would disclose them. That’s all we are 
asking for. We are asking that they be 
disclosed so the American people can 
see them, so that our constituents can 
see them, and so on this floor we can 
debate them and discuss them. The 
good ones will pass, and the ones that 
are corrupt or inappropriate will fail. 

Mr. Chairman, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

MOTION TO RISE OFFERED BY MR. SHADEGG 

Mr. SHADEGG. Mr. Chairman, I 
move that the Committee do now rise. 

The CHAIRMAN. The question is on 
the motion to rise. 

The question was taken; and the 
Chairman announced that the noes ap-
peared to have it. 

RECORDED VOTE 

Mr. SHADEGG. Mr. Chairman, I de-
mand a recorded vote. 

A recorded vote was ordered. 
The vote was taken by electronic de-

vice, and there were—ayes 188, noes 216, 
not voting 33, as follows: 

[Roll No. 461] 

AYES—188 

Aderholt 
Akin 
Alexander 
Bachmann 
Bachus 
Baker 
Barrett (SC) 
Bartlett (MD) 
Barton (TX) 
Biggert 
Bilbray 
Bilirakis 
Bishop (UT) 
Blackburn 
Blunt 
Boehner 
Bonner 
Bono 
Boozman 
Boustany 
Brady (TX) 
Brown (SC) 

Brown-Waite, 
Ginny 

Buchanan 
Burgess 
Burton (IN) 
Calvert 
Camp (MI) 
Campbell (CA) 
Cannon 
Cantor 
Capito 
Carter 
Castle 
Chabot 
Cole (OK) 
Crenshaw 
Cubin 
Culberson 
Davis (KY) 
Davis, David 
Davis, Tom 
Deal (GA) 
Dent 

Diaz-Balart, L. 
Diaz-Balart, M. 
Doolittle 
Drake 
Dreier 
Duncan 
Ehlers 
Emerson 
Everett 
Fallin 
Feeney 
Ferguson 
Flake 
Forbes 
Fortenberry 
Fossella 
Foxx 
Franks (AZ) 
Frelinghuysen 
Gallegly 
Garrett (NJ) 
Gerlach 
Gilchrest 

Gillmor 
Gingrey 
Gohmert 
Goode 
Goodlatte 
Granger 
Graves 
Hall (TX) 
Hastings (WA) 
Hayes 
Heller 
Hensarling 
Herger 
Hobson 
Hoekstra 
Hulshof 
Inglis (SC) 
Issa 
Jindal 
Johnson (IL) 
Johnson, Sam 
Jones (NC) 
Jordan 
Keller 
King (IA) 
King (NY) 
Kingston 
Kirk 
Kline (MN) 
Knollenberg 
Kuhl (NY) 
LaHood 
Lamborn 
Latham 
LaTourette 
Lewis (CA) 
Lewis (KY) 
Linder 
LoBiondo 
Lucas 
Lungren, Daniel 

E. 

Mack 
Manzullo 
Marchant 
McCarthy (CA) 
McCaul (TX) 
McCotter 
McCrery 
McHenry 
McHugh 
McKeon 
McMorris 

Rodgers 
Mica 
Miller (FL) 
Miller (MI) 
Miller, Gary 
Moran (KS) 
Murphy, Tim 
Musgrave 
Neugebauer 
Nunes 
Paul 
Pearce 
Pence 
Petri 
Pickering 
Pitts 
Platts 
Poe 
Porter 
Price (GA) 
Pryce (OH) 
Putnam 
Radanovich 
Ramstad 
Regula 
Rehberg 
Reichert 
Renzi 
Reynolds 
Rogers (AL) 
Rogers (KY) 

Rogers (MI) 
Rohrabacher 
Ros-Lehtinen 
Roskam 
Royce 
Ryan (WI) 
Sali 
Saxton 
Schmidt 
Sensenbrenner 
Shadegg 
Shays 
Shimkus 
Shuster 
Simpson 
Smith (NE) 
Smith (NJ) 
Stearns 
Sullivan 
Tancredo 
Taylor 
Terry 
Thornberry 
Tiahrt 
Tiberi 
Turner 
Upton 
Walberg 
Walden (OR) 
Walsh (NY) 
Wamp 
Weller 
Whitfield 
Wicker 
Wilson (NM) 
Wilson (SC) 
Wolf 
Young (AK) 
Young (FL) 

NOES—216 

Abercrombie 
Ackerman 
Allen 
Altmire 
Andrews 
Arcuri 
Baca 
Baird 
Baldwin 
Barrow 
Bean 
Becerra 
Berkley 
Berman 
Berry 
Bishop (GA) 
Bishop (NY) 
Blumenauer 
Boren 
Boswell 
Boyd (FL) 
Boyda (KS) 
Brady (PA) 
Braley (IA) 
Brown, Corrine 
Butterfield 
Capps 
Capuano 
Cardoza 
Carnahan 
Carney 
Carson 
Castor 
Chandler 
Christensen 
Clarke 
Cleaver 
Clyburn 
Cohen 
Cooper 
Costa 
Costello 
Courtney 
Cramer 
Crowley 
Cuellar 
Cummings 
Davis (AL) 
Davis (CA) 
DeGette 
DeLauro 
Dicks 
Dingell 
Doggett 
Donnelly 

Ellison 
Ellsworth 
Emanuel 
Engel 
Eshoo 
Etheridge 
Farr 
Fattah 
Filner 
Frank (MA) 
Giffords 
Gillibrand 
Gonzalez 
Gordon 
Green, Al 
Green, Gene 
Grijalva 
Hall (NY) 
Hare 
Hastings (FL) 
Herseth Sandlin 
Higgins 
Hill 
Hinchey 
Hinojosa 
Hirono 
Hodes 
Holt 
Honda 
Hooley 
Hoyer 
Inslee 
Israel 
Jackson (IL) 
Jackson-Lee 

(TX) 
Jefferson 
Johnson (GA) 
Johnson, E. B. 
Jones (OH) 
Kagen 
Kanjorski 
Kaptur 
Kennedy 
Kildee 
Kilpatrick 
Kind 
Klein (FL) 
Kucinich 
Lampson 
Langevin 
Lantos 
Larsen (WA) 
Larson (CT) 
Lee 

Levin 
Lewis (GA) 
Lipinski 
Loebsack 
Lofgren, Zoe 
Lowey 
Lynch 
Mahoney (FL) 
Maloney (NY) 
Markey 
Marshall 
Matheson 
Matsui 
McCarthy (NY) 
McCollum (MN) 
McDermott 
McGovern 
McIntyre 
McNerney 
McNulty 
Meehan 
Meek (FL) 
Meeks (NY) 
Melancon 
Michaud 
Miller (NC) 
Miller, George 
Mitchell 
Mollohan 
Moore (KS) 
Moore (WI) 
Moran (VA) 
Murphy (CT) 
Murphy, Patrick 
Murtha 
Nadler 
Napolitano 
Neal (MA) 
Oberstar 
Obey 
Olver 
Ortiz 
Pallone 
Pascrell 
Pastor 
Payne 
Perlmutter 
Peterson (MN) 
Pomeroy 
Price (NC) 
Rahall 
Reyes 
Rodriguez 
Ross 
Rothman 

VerDate Aug 31 2005 05:45 Jun 13, 2007 Jkt 059060 PO 00000 Frm 00076 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K12JN7.210 H12JNPT1m
st

oc
ks

til
l o

n 
P

R
O

D
1P

C
66

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H6317 June 12, 2007 
Roybal-Allard 
Ruppersberger 
Rush 
Ryan (OH) 
Salazar 
Sánchez, Linda 

T. 
Sanchez, Loretta 
Sarbanes 
Schakowsky 
Schiff 
Schwartz 
Scott (GA) 
Scott (VA) 
Serrano 
Sestak 
Shea-Porter 
Sherman 

Shuler 
Sires 
Skelton 
Slaughter 
Smith (WA) 
Snyder 
Solis 
Space 
Spratt 
Stupak 
Sutton 
Tanner 
Tauscher 
Thompson (CA) 
Thompson (MS) 
Tierney 
Towns 
Udall (CO) 

Udall (NM) 
Velázquez 
Visclosky 
Walz (MN) 
Wasserman 

Schultz 
Waters 
Watson 
Watt 
Waxman 
Weiner 
Welch (VT) 
Wexler 
Wilson (OH) 
Woolsey 
Wu 
Wynn 
Yarmuth 

NOT VOTING—33 

Bordallo 
Boucher 
Buyer 
Clay 
Coble 
Conaway 
Conyers 
Davis (IL) 
Davis, Jo Ann 
Davis, Lincoln 
DeFazio 

Delahunt 
Doyle 
Edwards 
English (PA) 
Faleomavaega 
Fortuño 
Gutierrez 
Harman 
Hastert 
Holden 
Hunter 

Myrick 
Norton 
Peterson (PA) 
Rangel 
Sessions 
Smith (TX) 
Souder 
Stark 
Van Hollen 
Weldon (FL) 
Westmoreland 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE CHAIRMAN 
The CHAIRMAN (during the vote). 

Members are advised that there is 1 
minute remaining in the vote. 

b 2356 
So the motion to rise was rejected. 
The result of the vote was announced 

as above recorded. 
Ms. FALLIN. Mr. Chairman, I move 

to strike the last word. And I yield the 
balance of my time to the gentlelady 
from North Carolina (Ms. FOXX). 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Chairman, there’s 
been a lot said tonight by the chairman 
of the Appropriations Committee about 
how the numbers of earmarks have 
gone up over the years, or went up over 
the years that Republicans were in 
charge. But nary a word has been said 
about the fact that the Democrats were 
getting a large proportion of those ear-
marks. So I think we ought to talk a 
little bit about the fact that Demo-
crats were getting some of those evil 
earmarks that they campaigned so 
hard against last year. 

For example, actually, in 1996, the 
first year that Republicans were in 
charge and did the budget, the number 
of earmarks actually went down. The 
last year that the Democrats did their 
budget, the earmarks were 1,439. The 
first year that Republicans were in 

charge, the earmarks went down to 958. 
Of the 958, the Democrats had 40 per-
cent, 383. 

Now, it is true that the number of 
earmarks went up over the years. In 
1997 they went to 1,596. Democrats had 
638 of those earmarks. 

In 2005 the number did go up to 13,996, 
and Democrats had 5,599 of those. So if 
they were so evil in those days, it’s 
hard to understand how you could have 
been claiming such a large proportion 
of them. 

Obviously you all missed the point in 
the debate about these earmarks. Many 
Republicans believe in earmarks. We 
think that it is the right of the Con-
gress to appropriate money to certain 
projects. That’s not the issue. 

The issue is you campaigned on 
transparency and changing the system. 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE CHAIRMAN 

The CHAIRMAN. The gentlewoman 
will direct her remarks to the Chair. 

N O T I C E 

Incomplete record of House proceedings. 
Today’s House proceedings will be continued in the next issue of the Record. 
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